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m m %m^m,QATT<m OF M tmmmf mtm ommmm m m% 
on***, m te» wif * 

October £** l l l f . 

0® Saptaabar £8, 191? there was a bead-eed eoiXlaloa 
between a aaaaaagar traia aad a fral -at train oa THE St, 
KOALA-Sea Fraaolaao Railway soar Stglarvilla* Ofcla.. wfeiob 
reaultot ia the death of a* pas^en^ers and I aai&oyea ©ad 
the injury of 57 pas®«a#e» ead S employees* 

After lafestig&tloa the Caiaf of tbo Bureau AF 
Safety reports aa follows 

The Oklaaeao aaedlvlaioa a#oa %hiob this rool4aat ©e~ 
our ed ia a eiaglo»tra©& llao axteaalBfi from Sayalpa to 
Oklaaoam City, 0iaa*, a tlataaoe OF 1014 s i lea. 
aovemoata are gworaod by time table eaa traia orders 
tr»a«i*ted by beiefshoae, there b#is§ so bloalE signal 
ayat« la uae* 

Woatboaad paasaagor traia So* 407 ooaslated of oae 
baggage oar* mm sail ear, TWA aoaaaaa*. oae chair ©*TR* 
ttasaa alea^iag o » s # «&s: CTME O F F I E I S ! EAR, ia the order 
aaao4 t all -OF «*oodeii eoaatraotioa mm,:t tha baggage 
@EY st.iah ms nis all *t,eol OE*r* This traia \ms haul«d 
ay IOSOIASIIIRR 10J;5 .*»a4. aaa oharge of Coaduator temple 
sad 3ftglaen&a Fubl* I t *a* m ROUTE froa ut. Louis* 
Mo** TO L&wtoa* 01da*t Aaa at Ss^ulpat 0kla*# the EREW 
la eterte r e s e l l tba followiar treia orders 

lo* be, *E»tra X5?£ taat HM right over Mo, 40? Dopev 
to Eellyrille** 

®o« 61. "Vo* 40$ GETS tiki a and S*#T 40? st Kellrrille, 

thla traia laft Sanulsm at about a*l£ p*m*v errlvod et 
Eollyrille* 7*8 s&iea west of Sapa3.pav at £*S» p* aw» 
at *alea plaoa traias ffoa* 408 aad oxtra 1343 *«*ar* oa tb® 
saaeiag traok, loft X F L L Y N I U at Bmm p«au* aad oollided. 
attb oxtre 13fi£ et a poiat 2*3 at lee wuft af Xellyrllle* 
aaar trldfca 44?*$* at aboat £*4S n*n*» while ruanlag mt 
a apoea* yarioualy oatiaatod to beve bees rroa IS ta 50 
allee aa boar* 

lusbbouad freight traia 13.~S ssanlated of enpty 
paaaaagar aara Canity troop aGui^naatlt two landed boa 
oars, ffid a oaboooo, hauled by loooaotivo 13: aad was 
ia emarfe of Sowluetor Saff ;.ad Sagiaaaaa @*fiara* I t 
laft ©Iclabom City at 3l0«S0 a*m*, nad at Daaav the MM 

:®. reSALVED a oooyaf iraia ®FI®F *a# **» i® *̂̂  - . ' ^ • • v A i ERF#IOWF 1 3 * 4 ssilea fiaaf of _ i l i a , at F*FF p*»*# AA4 oollidea i?ith treia Io* 4©9» 
stated* 



The front end m& emofc® baa of LOEOAQTLVE 10£S m i 
crushed, pilot and pilot bom torn off* frost ©ad of frssa 
aaat, both eyliaders torn off , ma eaciac TRAAIT aad fraat 
drivers derailed* Tha eeanaatlaa beit*ean laaaeiotlve AAD 
taader mm ©rushed, fwmt mt af teadar frnae badly TAA* 
aged aad ol stars torn loose fro® fras* AAD jama* against 
head aad of taa huggc^e AMR, waleh ana m all ATAEL ©ER* 
tha rear trash af the baggage e*TR W E derailed »n4 th© 
any slightly Aaamsea1* fh® ttoadem laall ear tastediately 
behind the on,-.gage ear was destroyed oa account of Its 
aaderfra©© overriding tha ttadei-frnae of sad taleaootiag 
taa fallowing canes its cat Ira LENGTH AND demolishing 
THAT coach* this coach m-& A three aaat^rtoaat OAR, THA 
twa formrfi eaapafaaemts HAIAG aaad far aagro p«seng#r®# 

and a l l tha persons atlled AND practically ALL THE ia* 
Jarsd ia it* Taa other ears in this trala sustained 
rOy slight aeaege, fcaeosiotive I3£fc bad Its front a** 

aad aaoke box beat, tha pilot aad the pilot BAAA torn off , 
fraat aad of frame broken off, right eyli»€AR brofcea aff 
and laaaaotlaa caaarally damaged* The tender dabem 
aaa tora loose front i ts fraaa AND talesae-and THE front 
aad of THA saggaee mt lanadiataly B«hlsJ i t , tha aaf* 
GFIGE oar being derailed AND sarloaaly aawage-d* THE 
aaaond ear was slightly DATN&^M, th© third ear wa-w bsdly 
a^aagad sad partially telnsanpad BY THE FOURTH cer* fhe 
fourth, fifth aad sixth ears ^era derailed sud destroyed. 
The other ears nam aot seriously damaged. fhe weather 
AT the tins was ole&r* 

Ipfraaahiat the *-oint EF eaaldaat FROM Kelly trill e 
TAA traak is tangent for a distance OF S,O§0 FEAT, fo l ­
lowed k;> A l-degree eurve TA tha right $£t feat long, sad 
than taageat S.Sa© feet TO tha point OF oollialoa* The 
grade for taa first sil© vast af Kellyvilla la soaerally 
desoendlag, varying froa 1 to .&£ par aaat, MAD tha re-
amiader of the dlatnae® TO aaiat of aaeldant LA level * 
^pproaehlns the point ot collision from taa waat the grade 
LA slightly descending: FAR a distance of C,300 feet, tbaa 
I t l e practically level FOR t i t feat, cantiuainc around 
a 1-dagrea dO^ianta eurv© to THE rights then there Is a 
tangent 978 feat long* and practically level, thea a 4-
aagtaa curve TA TH?? left 1,?20 fact leas* fallen** BY A 
slightly descending taagaat §22 feat Ions to tho point 
af callisioa* The traak ot this point is on a f i l l of 
about fear fast* 

BBifineaaa Buhl of train S O . 407 stated that HE re­
ceived copies of train orneva Has* 88 aad i d , AT SAF8ILJ*a, 
dlractiag hi® TO meat TRAIAA Has* 43@ I M extra IMt ET 
Ssllyvil @, IKADAD tbaa TO tha fireann vao raad them AND 
gave tbaa basis to hla* 8 # then raad thee ta the f ira-
aaa» aad after eoa^arlag etches aad orders *ith the con-



te be extre ISrS em ta* aiding* Aa aa mmm os^aait* 
aaa sa#lne of autre IMS he saw « figure IS oa the send 
done aad taught aa alao aaw a figure £» aaa became aaa* 
ttaead taat taa trala waa extra 13?8. la said that he 
l&ten&ed to look at tha aaaoosa of that traia aad verify 
taa aaafeer eat as Ma traia left Kcllyville the conductor 
paUad tha whistle algaal aad ha overlooked the subcase 
aatll after he had faissed i t . Sa stated that his traia 
aaa within about £00 yards of brlefee 447,8, located about 
•we alias weat ©f tc l lyvl i ia , and raaaia§ at a speed of 
aaaat 30 miles aa hour, when ha aw extra IS*? ac-$>roaeh-
im aaaat -,500 feet away. 8* east 'Off stasm, applta* 
tha brakes ia eaarsaaey, put send oa the rails, sounded 
tha whistle, reversed tba eagiae aad passed, the speed 
ef tbe trala having baaa redaned to aaaat l i atlas an hour 
at tha tide of the eolUeiea* B# stated that he had im& 
ao difficulty ia controlling tha s$*#sd of the train by 
the air hrahee, m they ware meriting good, the treid line 
pressure belag 00 pounds when the traia was at fCeilyvill® 
and aaaat 70 peaads Jact before the eeillsion* He said 
taat ha had started oat of the sab window aa tha left 
hand aide of the loeonetlve ta alose tha drain soaks oa 
tha air paap whaa he discovered extra 1SS2- approaching, 
aad had baaa away from Ma side of tbe engine oaly a fa* 
aeeende, hat did aat mint teat his abiseecc frea his aide 
of tha aab eoatribated to tha aeaidaat* Qnglaeaaa fiuhl 
atatad that ha had aevar had & regular peaaenger rua bat 
and done some extra ;>ass®ager wori; daring the past two 

ftraaan Catcrtaa of trala in* mf stated that before 
loeVlng Sa^alfa, Bigiaesiaa fiaal nhow&d sis trala ardera 
56 aat SI* than he reached Kellyville he aaw train Mo* 
40© aad aa extra train there bat did not ascertain the 
aasear of tha extra, mt did tha aaglaeaaa say anything 
te him abeat i ts aaater* Ha stated that the extra ws 
ea tha eagiaema* a aide of the traia sad be did not thlntt 
there was any obstractloa that *euld prevent the eaglaneaa 
fmm mmXm i t s anaber. Ee aaid that after leaving 
Sellyvilie he first aaw extra 13?£ ssbea his tmin had 
raachad bridge 447.8 and tha eagiaeeaa had Jact gotten 
eat ea tha mmln# bo r̂d to eloee tbe drain coofcs, tba 
ea§la&ir^a being the first to ace that trsi- . 8c said 
taat the eaglaeaea had bean away from the eagiaes*».a** 
aide ef the eaglac about a atnate whaa he saw mztm 13£fc, 
Urn thought th® a|*#cd of his traia ma about m o l ios m 
aaar whaa he firat saw extsm 1312 aad that it* nj*##d had 
bean reduced to £S or 30 alles an hour before the colli* 
alee* eeoarred* 

Seadastor temple of train la* mm stated that ha re­
ceived traia orders 5S a*4 el at 3en«lp*# delivered copies 
te the eagiaemsa ssad and him read thm& to hiss aloud, 
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gave mis aoplea t o t h e brakaaaa* ami the traia l e f t t h e r e 
s t I . l § p^au whoa the ir&im raaabad Salljvilla he looked 
out end saw traia Mo* 4©@ sad a f r e i g h t t r a i a there* looked 
through the gl&aa door to see the aamber oa the eagiae 
o f tha f r e i g h t tvala aat saw o a i y o a o f i g u r e whioh ho 
took to he e He thought t h a t i » « ^ a h a* the ea­
g l a e o f h l a t r a i a o « a t o a atop aoar tha o a f i a e oa t h o 
f r e i g h t t r a i a * t h e aagimoassa had gottaa the aorraat auss~ 
aar t *** & c « * v o him a algaal to p u l l do«a t o t&a lower 
aad o f tbe jraaAat aad l a t e r gave M a a stop a i g a a l i s 
a r d o r t o put a druakaa mm o f f the t r a i a * A f t e r t h a t 
wm dome the p o r t e r gmve the aaglaaaaa a aroeaad algaal* 
Conductor Taaale aa id t h a t ho t o l d tho porta? taat t h e y 
were t o moat t r a i a 408 e t J C e l l y v l l l e m& t h a t extra 13££ 
had r i g h t s oyer t h e i r taala t o Sellyville, but l i d a o t 
my aagrtaiag t o the o r .akegysa* *&® ho had t h e orders ead 
aaaid road t*̂ aa h i m s e l f . Sa aaid taat he aaw taesberf* 
of tha Qrwm o f traias 4 0 6 aad extra 134* a t K a l l y v i l l e * 
hut d i d a o t t a l k with them sad aaaa m I n q u i r i e s m t o 
mm taaatltr o f tha t*elaa« S o admitted that he 
r*pir#d t o aaa* aura feadt the two t r a i a s a t Kellyvilla 
aava th® oaee h i s trela wms to mm% before* laavlag taara# 

mat thought t h e aaglaaaaa M d aaaa t h e t r a i n aattbere 
a a i wm a a t i a f i © d , aad aaaittad tot tha f a i l u r e to ooa*. 
f l y wi th thane t r a i a o r d e r * aaa the d i r e o t aaaaa o f tho 
aaa idaat* Re s t a t e d taat aa aad aaaa i s mtm f&mm§m 
aarvtea f o r 1® o r It yaara ftad h®d n&de thraa trU>e oa 
t h l a rua prev ious t o t h e eaa ldaat* 

Laltaaia of t r a i n l o * 4 0 f a t a t e d teat he 
t r a i a So* 4 0 8 aad aauaher t r a i a a t K e l i y v t l l e hut d i d 

a o t s®# t h o aaabar o f taa ataar train! B e f o r e aaaaalag 
Kelly villa tha ooaduetor gave isia a e v e r a l traia ordera 
%at ho had on ly road t h e w a d l r e o t l a g his t r ^ i a t o 
t r a i a So* 4 0 8 at X o l l y v i l l ® . sad iafe^aded t o road the 
©ther ordera *h«a ho g o t tiaa* 

0*Hara o f e x t r a a ta ted he rece ived 
a aoiiy o f t r a i a o r d o r l o * at **ra»» l e f t ifeore sad aaa 
pushing aroaad tho msm® nmr m i l e pos t I o » 44S aaaa the 
f l r a w a * «ho w oa t h e i a a i d o o t tao eurve, oalled ta 
h i s aad he a p p l i M t h e a i r l a « o f g « a o y t taa 
#»aod o f hi® traia be lag aboat £5 m i l e * aa b o w a t t i e 
t w o * Sis t r a i a soved about t b e l e a g t h o f t m telegraph 
pa&aa isfeoa he aaw t r a i a l o * 4 0 ? oa br idge e # * 44?*39 a 
distaaee o f abomt five o r aix talagrapa polaa ®«®y, t a d 
ala t r a i a c o l l i d e d with it a t a s^eed o f 6 or 10 ailaa aa 
aoar* Ea said that tho brakes w@m aaraiag good sad he 
aad had a® d i f f i c u l t y l a mmm ataaa* 



fireman Tolbart of mtm 1»S£ niuted thst Me traia 
urns within about 400 yards of bridge 447.8 *aaa he aaw 
trais Ifo* 407 e short distance ©aat of the bridge aad oallod 
to latiaamaa 0#Mara to got off the eaglae, the apeed of 
his traia beiag *0 or IS alias aa hoar, but thought its 
speed bad h # « raduaad to a or 10 s i los m hour at the tiaa 
of ©olllsioo* He atated tbat the aoaidaat ooourred about 
three oar leagtb® *>aat of brl% a 447#&* 

Coaduetor Huff of extra ISfrf atatad that lie received 
traia order Uo» 5© at ttmpm givlsg hla traia right of 
traofe orer traia If©* 409 to fellyvli ie* and thet be was riding 
la the oaboose of hit traia st the tiae of the aaaidaat aad 
did aot see traia No* 40? uatil after tho oollialon* 

£a«laaaaa Troae of e^tre 1343 atated thet hie tmim 
aaa steading at Kellyville whoa traia fio« 407 roae&ed there 
aad th© aaglae of that traia mm to a atop aboat £ mr 
ieagths froa the eagiae oa extr* 1543 aad there me aotaia* 
to s»reve»t fsaclaeswa Kabl aeoiag ita auaber* He ®ald 
that Zagiueni^ Buhl «a© looking out of the cab as he 
passed but he did aot e|»e&& to hla* 

Coaduotor raga of extra 1345 stated that tee ombooso 
of hie traia %aa equipped with ladiaatara and taat thrnm 
indicators were dlapl&yed et Xellyville la euoh aaana? 
tbat the orw of traia lo* 407 oould aave aaaa the mm» 
bar of the train* 

£i»l>atoh®r Coomba atated that extra 1343 reached 
Kellyvl l i e ©a a tiaa order aad oa ao&ouat of wrfe to ba 
doao It set tvrala Ho. 407 thoro* 8a et»ted that the 
aiaar of tre la 40? Md aa teowlodge of «sy traia* te be 
sot at JCellwille axaavt traia 406 sad axtra I3fcfc| he 
*m«*r extra IMS aould he there ®hm traia 407 arrived 
but waa aot *rur© that he kaav* of that fact before the 
eroip of traia Bo* 407 algaad for their orders at Saimlpa* 
I t did aot mmr to him that traia Ho. 407 aaviaK ardaara 
to aaat two trains at lellyvlil© would beeo» aoatfaaad 
i f there war® swore thea two traia® to he oat there* Be 
abated that tho rules did aot provide for * ai&dle order* 
but bad auoh m order beaa put ©ut at Kelly vil la fee 
tboogbt the operator there ould probably aaa* head traia 
Ho* 407 uatil the arrival of extra and yravaatad tha 
aolliaiaa* He eteted that i f be had iastruoted the 
operator et Sellyvill© to hold trein lo* 407 uatil tba 
arvlfal of extra 13:.£t the oparatar wuld aava doaa ao t 

but th® rule© did aot araaalra it* i t had aavar been mm* 
tsm&;<Y for tne dlai>ateher to do m sad th© "diapatehar 
does aot haw tiaa to ©lifeguard every :aaetia# i--«i«t he 
et&ea ia this wy* n 



A few dayt ®tMM±tm accident a test M® i»4® with a 
leeeaetlve fceeded'Jao detemiao tbe rang© of vision of the 
sag incasa of trela Mo* 40? epproeotalaft the point of colli* 
8ioa« Frara tbe point Tbere the eagineaan aaid ha flrat aaw 
extra issc ha eould haw seen thet train at a distant AT 
2|537 foet, had h® baea on the eagiaciana* * aide ef the lean* 
aotive* I t T?a3 la^oaaibla to aaa farther an account at the 
curve «ad treee ©longaid© tha track* frea th© flrenan*a 
side of tha locomotive, the side tbe oagiaeisuia *e* on «hea 
he firat saw extra 13?r, he eould hare s#©« tbe ft^nroeenlae, 
trala st a dl#tftaee of approximately £,500 feet* 

this aeeideat wa» e«utac4 by the failure af the erew 
of train lo* 40? to obey a tn.in order and sect extre 
13S* at Kellyvllle, 

Both the en£ Incase end conductor of train No* 407 
received end understood traia sr&er SO «nd exeot"<i to 
meat eattrm 13i/£r at Sellyville* Up-oa tbelr arrival there 
tbey aaw extre 1343 on the jessing track can erreaeeaely 
ansuaed trust i t TM& extre 15EJ5 and left there >. It bout 
a**iag aura of it© identity, I t w»» tbelr duty to fee 
absolutely aure tbet extra 13«? wen at Kellyville before 
leaving there. &ueh oarelesanesa and dereliction of 
eaty on their part ia laexeui'aele end their falltare to 
identify this train la directly rea;onoible for tbia noel*> 
e>at« 

Brakeaan Lcltwcla is al*o at fault for not rea lag 
train order Ne* 88 and baaoslnc actiwieted with Its terea* 
aa4 bad he 4MM so, ha i&ight hair© aiaecvsred the arror 
©f tho en&lncaaa aad eoaductor is tlste to hnve rreveutad 
tn* collision* 

At previouslv not«»d, uo Hoc* si,$a«il ayatcrr. is in 
use on tbe Oklahoma Subdlvl&ioc. of this railroad* Tbe 
inherently wank train order syate- is used but not in the 
SCSI efficient aaaner* Rule 13S ef th® standard code 
of rules adopted by tbe /.aerloau Keilvey As.-oeietloa 
provides taat whea practicable « cohy of a sect order 
must be transmitted to the operator et the meeting or 
waiting point* There w«s an ô aa telegtrapb offioo at 
Kellyvllle, esuir -itb all tbe neeee^ary facilities 
which veuld wafce i t prnctioable ta fur.'.l*b tbe operator 
there with a copy of train order XJv* 56, and hr.d *tr baea 
furnished rith a copy of that order It IS highly ;-robeble 
that train No* 40? «auld not have left Cellyrllle before 
the arrival of extra 1512 aad the aeeldent rould met hnve 
occurred* The operating; rules of the s t , teula^Saa 
Fwaeisee Railway dc net provide for a alddle order, 



I t the wmtmm efficiency of the train order syntax is to 
be utilised, the rulee should yt^ulrv th* use of the ads-
die order, and until 1% le put In use ©r *m aeacatte 
aleek eigne! gyetm Installed and put in eneretlca, acci­
dents such as this may b* eaajeoted to ©©ear* 

Canduotoj* Teaple was prosyted to ooiaiuetor ia 1901, 
and after belac Sueceaded for 10 or IS days on tvo oooa-
aieaa and rueeXirln® a total of 18 demerit nark* on tuo 
other eeeaaleas, he wa* b*««d from paeeeager aerrlce in 
1903. Is 1906 he wea relieved of a loaal run on ac.ouat 
of eaaatlafaetory service, **lleve4 from eervlee in 1907 
•nd reinstated la 1909* In 191* tun officials agreed 
te lat bla cater veesea^er service whea additions! *raa-
aenger eeaeuetorv were neMad aad since then h*» baa re­
ceived so merit ©nd 41 aaaerit aeries OT 80 oerit a»4 
145 demerit aarka alnee ha waa i,roa»ted to oocduotsr la 
1901. 

ls^iae»a Jhthl entered the service m a f lrea&a In 
ItOO and on eoeouftt of aaaatisfnetory servl&e aa an #a» 

mm he wee reaaeed te flreaaa on JTaapmry 1, 191S» 
June 30, 19i£ he win reetorad te hl^ position m an 

englnaaan and alnee then Ms record la clear. 
Mt th® tine of the aeeldent the «n l ae ore* of traia 

So* 40? had bean on duty ebout & hou» aad tit* train crew 
about 8 hours and 4b minutes* The crew of e~tra isrr 
had btea on duty about f hours* 


