
Transportation: 
Part of the problem ... 
Part of the solution. 
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Research 

The Center's research and analysis informs stakeholders 

and federal, state, and local officials. Developments in several 

areas show promise as potential means to address climate 

change while providing a high level of transportation service. 

The Center reviews these developments and conducts its own 

research in order to develop transportation strategies in areas 

such as: 

• Vehicles and Fuels: What are the most promising vehicle 

technologies and fuels? What are the best ways to 

promote their development and use? 

• Transportation Demand & Operations: How might better 

decisions at all levels regarding land use and transportation 

systems help reduce emissions and preserve existing 

infrastructure? 

• Market-Based Approaches: How might the transportation 

sector participate in market-based means for managing 

greenhouse gas emissions? 

• Current Research : Studies are focused on emissions 

trading, international projects, early action, tax credits, 

alternative fuels, and urban ferries . 

• Future Study: DOT is also working with other agencies 

to launch an interagency study of how climate changes 

may affect transportation systems and planning . 

Policy Analysis 

The transportation community bears responsibility to identify 

practical, cost-effective approaches to manage emissions with­

out sacrificing mobility or economic development. 

• DOT has a variety of ongoing programs that help to limit 

or reduce emissions. 

• The Center complements these efforts and identifies 

potential changes in DOT policies and programs that 

would be consistent with DOT missions and national 

transportation goals while enabling the sector to con­

tribute responsibly to greenhouse gas reduction. 

• The Center's policy analysis builds on complementary 

results of such initiatives as the Partnership for a New 

Generation of Vehicles, the Zero Emission Fuel Cell Bus, 

the Advanced Vehicle Technologies Program, the 21st 

Century Truck Initiative, and the Marine Fuel Cell 

program. 

• The Center develops performance measures to assess 

evolving science and policies and promote the most 

cost-effective strategies. 

• The Center ensures that transportation perspectives 

are incorporated into domestic and international 

policy deliberations. 
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Outreach 

Addressing climate change effects is a complex undertaking 

that requires the cooperative efforts of many agencies at all 

levels, the private sector, and individuals themselves. 

• The Center reaches out to federal, state and local 

agencies, industry, environmental organizations, academia, 

and elected officials to gain their perspectives, foster 

awareness, and build alliances to address the challenges 

of transportation and climate change. 

• The Center provides information, technical assistance, 

and policy guidance regarding climate change issues to 

our stakeholders. 

• The Center builds strategic partnerships, taking advantage 

of synergies with other agencies' environmental and 

climate change goals. 






