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Adoiral Vickery: It does on the question of steel plates. 

nulsion machinery and gears. 

Mr. Griffin: vou 1,1ean for landing craft'r 

... .,. 
L, .i. cl 

Also for pro-

Admiral Vickery: No. They had a certain requirerr:ent they had to build 

up to. Now they are cutting back. There are a lot of components involved. Those 

ships are all X Diesel-driven, aollX as much as they can be. 

Mr, Griffin: It is somewhat comparable to the situation some r.1onths ago 

bet'-leen escort vessels and merchlUlt ships, then? 

Admiral Vickery: Yes, but 1,.,€ actually built for them a lot of gears and 

turbines in our facilities, particularly turbines. But ·we made our schedules. 

We have what we needed for merchant ships, and in addition. we actually turned out 

a lot of turbines for them. 

Mr. Griffih: T~ program, generally, as far as can be told now, stands 

pretty ~11 as it did then? There nre certain factors involved. 

Adr:liral Vickery: There are, but 1943 is going to be the biggest year. 

We won I t build as many ships in 1 44 as 1,e wi 11 build in 1 43. I am just talking in 

deadweiGht tor.nage . If anybody wo1!ld gi•re me as much steel as I coul<l. use. I 

oould have built 25 , 000,000 tons without much difficulty, if I didn't r.ave to do 

conversions and go into other types . 

Mr . Griffin: There is still a continuing large demand for Libertys? 
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Admiral Vic\-:ery: ThPre is still a large dema11d for carryinf' capacity, yes. 

')etter served by e. faster ship. We delivered, I gues9, about 3'730 Liberty, and I 

iw think we have a total of Libertys to be built. 

Mr. Griffin: I exoect that nothing could be printed about this. Is there 

any indication that, if the war ~1th Ger~any ended within the next six months or so, 

tm.:t:- shipping requirements would drop sharnlyf 

AdP.iral Vickery: Noho~y has said very much about it, but it seems to me it 

would. If you free the military load you have to carry over to Britain,and all 

escort work, it seems to me there would be a hell of a lot of extra Id tonnage. 

That I s tr...e way it looks to me. 

't-!r. Griffin: I 1n: not a shipping man, of course, but that was t he reason I 

asked the question. 

A.anirRl Vi c'<ery: They m.q,_,, move a lot of stuff through India. Don I t nub-

1 lish anything like this because r•~ not a str~iqt. They might move a lot 

through the Mediterranean and take up a lot of that gap. Frankly, the handling of 

cargoes and unloading of ships down the l-'.editerranean is one of the biggest users of 

tonnage that I know of. 

I certainly don't want to go on record for that. 

Mr. Griffin: Our ma.n in Italy, l-1ark 1.fats::> n, has been ,,.-ri ting pieces about 

how ~11 he thouF,ht they put the Naples harbor back into use. 

Admira.l Viclery: I quite agree with him, but if you take a look at s~r.ie of 

the ships that are tied up, particularly where the British are handling the damn 

ships, you'll find out that it is pretty sad.. 

Mr. Griffin: It keeps a lot of them tied up? 

Admirn.l Vickery: Yes, it takes a long ,,•hile. 

Mr. Griffin: I believe you h-9.ve answered everything I had in mind. We 

have co ~.ie across some peonle who thought this nrogram might be in the process of 

being changed again, and I wanted to get it straight. 
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•~11,K t is cha~d any way, it will be changed to sneed it 
1 

When the cuts come trey will be in Liberty Shipfl. 


