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This report responds to a 1979 request by the House Appropriations Comnittee 
to provide a cost performance/effectiven~ss assessment of the Section 402 
State and Conmunity Highway Safety Grants Program. Specifically, the Comnittee 
requested that National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) report 
before Janu ary 1, 1980 , "on how the States have utilized these funds during 
the past f ive years, what standards NHTSA uses to evaluate the effectiveness 
of the expend i ture of these funds, and NHTSA1 s conc lu si ons concern ing t he 
bene fi t s of these expenditures." 

The primary f ocus of the report is on program costs and benefits for the 
past five years (FYs 1975-79) with concentration on the nine program areas 
which utilize 90-95 percent of the 402 funds. Special attention is also 
given to those areas for which Congress made available High Payoff Funds. 
The highway safety problem is characterized as being especially formidable 
and challenging as a result of the changing environment in which accidents 
occur, the di verse and complex nature of factors contributing to crashes 
and the difficulties inherent in effecting behavioral and attitudinal changes. 

The interrelationships and the synergistic effects of the Federal, State 
and local program efforts under the 402 grant mechanism are sumnarized, including 
brief mention of the products developed under the Section 403 Research, Develop­
ment and Demonstration Program. Finally, it expands on earlier eva luations 
done in 1973 and 1975 and reflects consideration of other program evaluations 
responding to specific Congress ional concerns submitted in 1976 and 1977 . 

NHTSA Effectiveness Criteria (C hapter II) 

The major criteria that NHTSA has used -- since inception of the Federal/Stat e 
Highway Safety Program -- to evaluate the effectiveness of highway safety 
grant program expenditures are: 

o The quantity and quality of highway safety program activity; i.e., 
what was acquired and what resulted in terms of increased levels 
of effort. 

o The stimulus effect of 402 grant funds; i.e., what activities were 
initiated and continued or expanded with State and local funds. 

o The extent of fatal and injury accident reduction which occurred 
as a result of 402 activity; and 

o The ability to respond to changing priorities and problems, i.e., 
can Federal 402 dollars be flexibly used as national and State priori­
ties change 

Obviously, the best effectiveness criterion to_be used with the State and 
Comnunity Highway Saf ety Program is the reduction in crashes; injuries and 


























































































































































































