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potentially excess segment of B&M’s line between
Hoosick Junction and White Creek. The Mack Holding
Company indicated that, if rail service is not available, it
will be forced to close. Economy Graphics, which re-
ceives sheeted paper on skids by rail, estimates a 50 cent
per hundredweight increase in freight cost would result
from shifting to motor carriage. This increase would re-
sult from having to unload its commodities at Albany,
New York and truck them to North Bennington. Repre-
sentatives of the firm stated it could not survive this
cost increase. Area unemployment ranged between 4
percent and 9 percent from 1970 to 1974 and is currently
6.4 percent and increasing.

The Bennington County Bicentennial Commission sub-
mitted a request to Amtrak for a formal study on the
feasibility of establishing a mass transit rail route along
the southern portion of this line from Rutland through
North Bennington to the Troy-Albany-Schenectady area.
It is anticipated such a route would open new markets
for Vermont tourist attractions, particularly those along
the scenic Ethan Allen Trail. Such a rail route is also
expected to spur tourism during the bicentennial cele-
bration, after which the most profitable segments could
be incorporated permanently into Amtrak. This would
improve interstate transportation in general.!

The proposed service would operate 46 miles from
Rutland to North Bennington over the Vermont Rail-
way's track. The VIR line is single tracked. with limited
siding capacity. and can accommodate train speeds of 40
mph. Available stations along the Vermont segment ure
located in North Bennington. Arlington, Manchester,
Wallingford, Danby, Mount Tabor. and East Dorsct.
From North Bennington, trains would travel 7 miles west
to Hoosick Junction over VTR and B&M lines. The
latter line is also single tracked to Hoosick Junction.
The first 2 miles of the North Bennington to Hoosick
Junction segment have a 10 mite per hour limit. How-
ever, this segment is scheduled to be upgraded during the
summer of 1974, The B&M line is double tracked from
Hoosick Junction to Johnsonville and can handle trains
traveling 70 mph. From Johnsonville to Mechanicville,
New York, the B&M’s line is single tracked and can
accommodate speeds of 40 mph. The PC line from Me-
chanicville to Troy and Rennsclear, New York is in good
condition and can accommodate speeds up to 70 mph.

The Bennington County Bicentennial Commission
suggested that negotiations begin immediately to work
out labor problems associated with running interline train
crews.

" The National Safety Council considers State Route 7, which
now serves the Rutland to Troy corridor, among the 15 worst
highways in the nation. Construction of a new State Route 7
from Manchester to Bennington has been halted pending De-
partment of Transportation compliance with certain requirements
of the National Environmental Policy Act.

Zone 11
The DOT Report originally identified only two lines

_ as potentially excess in Zone |1, the Delaware and Hud-

son line along the Vermont and New York border, and
the Green Mountain line from Rutland to Gassetts. The
small town of Readsboro, which is not on either of these
lines, is currently without rail service, Readsboro is lo-
cated between Bennington and Brattleboro. approxi-
mately 3 miles north of the Massachusetts border.
The last remaining segments of the abandoned Hoosac
Tunnel and Wilmington Railroad, which had served the
town, were removed in 1972. Representatives of the
town indicated that nuclear wastes from the Yankee
Atomic Plant of the New England Power Co., which had
previously been moved south by rail to Buffalo, are now
being trucked through Readsboro. Although acknowl-
edging that the possibility of an accidental release of
radioactive material is remote, witnesses from Reads-
boro expressed their interest in the restoration of rail
service to the Yankee Atomic plant.

Table 9 incorporates those businesses along the Boston
and Maine's Connecticut River line which stated an in-
terest in maintaining the route and supplied data to the
RSPO. The line was not designated excess by the DOT.

Table 9: Traffic Profile: B&M’'s Connecticut
River Line

Estimated carlouds

Rail user Commoduy 1972 1973 Projected
American Forest

Products Lumber §3% 1918
The Cross Co. Retail

foodstuffs 600

Goodyear Tire & Filler clay,

Rubber Co.. Shoe resin, rubber,

Products Division silica, tyrene 350
The Book Press Raw paper 110
Erving Paper Mills Paper products 1,263

The Cross Co., which operates the P&C Markets chain,
paid over $300,000 in rail freight charges in 1973 and
predicted a 4.3 percent increase in freight charges if
forced to switch to trucks. Goodyear indicated that the
loss of rail service to its Windsor facility would worsen
its competitive situation. Erving Paper Mills would ex-
pect a4 6 to 12 percent transport cost increase if the line
was abandoned. Abandonment would force The Book
Press to close.

The Castleton to Poultney and
West Pawlet to Rupert Lines

Although no businesses located on these two poten-
tially cxcess segments of the Delaware and Hudson took
part in the 1CC hearings or submitted evidence to the
RSPQ, it should be noted that the abandonment of these
two sections of this solvent carrier would isolate the






















serves Beverly Farms, Manchester, Magnolia, Glouces-
ter and Rockport. The area is currently experiencing
chronically high unemployment. The unemployment rate
in Gloucester is now 12 percent. The area’s 9.3 percent
jobless rate during the four year period from 1967 to
1971 was nearly twice the state average of 4.9 percent.
This line is vital to Cape Ann industries, which are
attempting to revitalize their local economy.

Since 1969, the Gloucester Industrial Development
Commission has opened two industrial parks, one in
Magnolia and the other in the Blackburn Circle area off
State Route 128, These developments would be aided
greatly by improved access to Gloucester. Recognizing
this fact, the Economic Development Agency recently
granted the town $680,000 to improve its transportation
facilities.

State Scnator Saltonstall reported that the cities of
Rockport and Gloucester gencrated 87 and 334 carloads
of freight, respectively, between July 1, 1972 and June 30,
1973. Testimony indicated that rail use in Gloucester
would increase if TOFC service to Boston were made
available. The town of Beverly generated 619 carloads of
freight during the same period. The major rail user was
the Beverly Chemical Terminal Company which is a
storage depot for industrial supplies (see Table 10 for a
listing of thosc businesses which submitted evidence to
the RSPO). Beverly, which generated 471 carloads of
freight on the quarter mile spur off the Boston and Maine
cast-west main line in 1973, anticipates a 1974 require-
ment of 500 rail cars.

Table 10: Traffic Profile: Beverly to Newburyport
and Rockport

Estimated carloads

Ruil user Commodity 1972 1973  Projected
Beverly Chemical Storage

Terminal Co. terminal 471 500
USM Corporation Clay and sand
Plastic Products

Div. (Owens

Illinois) Plastic pellets 566 600
J. Raymond Smith Building

Inc. materials 15 15 15
Cape Ann Tool Ferrous & non-

Company ' ferrous metals 92

' 135 employees.

The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority has
promised to ultimately extend its commuter service from
Beverly to Rockport. Concern was expressed that, should
abandonment transpire as proposed, no commuter service
would be available until UMTA completed its expansion.

The spur from North Bellerica to Bellerica is one mile
in length and, according to the MDCD, generated 1,080
carloads in 1973. Firms located on this line have 125
employees, 25 of whom would lose their jobs if rail
service was terminated.

33

The Lowell to South Sudbury line runs through Zones
13, 19 and 14 and serves Chelmsford, South Chelmsford.
Acton, Concord Junction (which is on the Boston &
Maine east-west main line) and Sudbury. Only four busi-
nesses, all located in Acton (Zone 19), contributed evi-
dence with respect to this line (Table 11).

Table 11: Traffic Profile of Acton

Estimated carloads

Rail user Commodity 1972 1973 Projected
Acorn Structures, Building

Inc. materiais 150
Deck House Inc. Building

materials 120 240

Wickes Corp. Lumber 105
Dewey and Almy

Chemical Div. of

W. R. Grace Co. Chemicals 484 532

Acorn Structures Inc., which is now in its first year of
operations, estimates a 20 to 25 percent annual growth
rate. Deck House stated that loss of rail service would
force plant relocation with a resultant payroll loss to
the local economy of $1.342.000. Wickes Corp. and
Dewey and Almy together employ 208 people.

Zone 14

Zone 14 cncompasses the greater Boston area. The
following branch lines are designed potentially excess:

(1) Danvers-Topsfield

(2) West Peabody-South Middleton

(3) Wakefield-West Peabody

(4) Wakefield-Wilmington Junction

(5) Arlington-Bedford

(6) Needham-Medfield Junction

(7) Readville-Dedham

(8) Lynn-Salem

(9) South Braintree-Plymouth (Zone 16)

(10) Walpole-Milford (Zone 26)
(11) Cedar-Wrentham (Zone 27)

The following is a list of corrections in Zone 14 as
reported by the Department of Transportation in its
March 1 supplement:

(1) Stoneham, shown on the DOT map south of
South Braintree, is a typographical error;
Stoneham is correctly located east of Woburn,
The BM line to Stoneham should not be shown
as potentially excess.

The BM line to Woburn should not be shown
as potentially excess.

The PC line from Needham to Forest Hills
should not be shown as potentially excess. The
location of Forest Hills should be corrected to
the next junction east.

The PC line from South Braintree to Randolph
should not be shown as potentially excess.
The PC line from Weymouth to Quincy should

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)
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