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Cover Story

by Marilyn E. Ramsey
Computer Specia1is t
Technical Support

Since the la t te r part of 1981, West­
e rn Pac ific computer classes have been
taught in house, and instead of du ll
s c r ip t out of a "book" to practice on, 
a l l FAAers found themselves entering
information on something ca lled "Voya­
ger," a strange airp lane with a modern
Ju les Verne adventure story. The stu
dents not only learned a l l the complex
i t ie s of a computer, but met h istory in
the making.

On December 23, th is FAAer was able to
see the Voyager dream come true. Charlie
Heckrotte from TRW; Barbara Heckrotte,
Secretary, AWP 42; and myself, departed
the South Bay at 2:00 a.m. Tuesday morn
ing and headed for Edwards A ir Force
Base, the s ite where the h is to r ic a l Voy­
ager odyssey would come to an end, Ac
cording to the radio, the landing time 
varied between 6:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 
because of weather conditions.

We arrived at Edwards a fte r a two hour
drive and were directed to the viewing
s ite . At 4:00 a.m., on Rodgers Dry Lake 
Bed, in the middle of the desert, we were
directed by f la sh lig h ts to our parking
spot. I t was darkl We knew we were
somewhere along the landing area. We
began to wonder i f i t had been necessary
to a rrive so early . Only a t r ic k le of
cars were a rr iv in g . We decided to catch
up on a l i t t l e shut eye before the 6:00
a.m. scheduled landing now predicted on
the radio.

At 5:00 a.m. (one hour a fte r we ar
rived), I turned around to look out the 
back car window, and was amazed! Through 
the darkness car lig h ts were now lined
up, bumper to bumper on the highways
leading down to the landing area. I t
appeared the world was descending on Rod
gers Dry Lake Bed.

At dawn, we found ourselves surrounded
by a sea of cars and campers. Those who
could not get in to the parking area were
pulled o ff the highways in the d istance,
in long lin e s ; to get a glimpse of th is
h is to r ic a l moment.

I t was b it te r cold and few were ventur
ing out of the ir cars. We kept the radio
on and received regular reports on the 
scheduled a rr iv a l time. F in a lly , they
predicted an 8:00 a.m. landing. At 7:30,
we re lu ctan tly emerged from the car in to
the cold desert a ir . At la s t we could
see our surroundings, and were only about
three rows from the roped o ff landing
area. A lso, we were at the fa r end of
the crowds, and worried (unnecessarily)
that we wouldn't have a good view of the
landing. The massive crowds were in good
s p ir it s , in sp ite of the cold, the wait
ing and the early hour. Many had radios
on, and we could hear the p ilo t to ground 
communications. The triumphant Voyager
and p ilo ts Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager
were out there somewhere!

E a r lie r in the morning hours, we
learned of the engine fa ilu re where the 
plane dropped 3,000 feet before the fron t
engine could be started. And of the a t
tempts to transfer fuel between the back 
and fron t engine, and of the fuel leakage
in the cockpit area which could prove
very dangerous around a ll the e lec tron ic
instrumentation. Talk about " e le c t r ic " . ,
.the crowd was wired!

Suddenly, one person thought they spot
ted the Voyager. A ll eyes went up to the
cloud cover on the horizon. Five tiny
specks came into view! As they came
clo se r, you could see that beau tifu l,
magnificent b ird , surrounded by four
chase planes. The radio announced that
Voyager would do some fly bys before
landing. She made her turn rig h t in
fron t of our group, dipped her wing in
greeting, and g race fu lly flew by...
V is ib le were the wing t ip s broken from 
take o ff, and her expanse no longer white
and shiny, but bearing the scars from her
incred ib le journey.

On the radio, we could hear p ilo t Dick
Rutan ta lk ing to base operations, asking
"Where did a l l those people come from?"

Like a giant "wave", the crowd began a
cheer which ripp led from one end of the 
lake bed to the other. I don 't think
there were many in the crowd with dry
eyes. I t was a very emotional moment,
and a perfect ending to the year.

Voyager, Dick and Jeana were safe ly
home!

­

-
-

­ ­
­

-
­

­

­

­

-

-

­

­



           
            

         
     
           

          
            

            
  
           
           
              

  

Photos: Cover Regional D irector Mac McClure prepares to greet p ilo ts Jeana
and Dick with a message from FAA Adm inistrator Donald Engen. Engen, who is a
former test p ilo t , relayed congratulations "sa lu ting the Voyager, i t ' s p ilo ts
and crew for the ir superb fea t."
This page Above Among others presenting awards is Major General W illiam
Twinting, (center) A ir Force F lig h t Test Center Commander. Addressing the
p ilo ts , he commented, "On behalf of a l l people and the whole United States A ir
Force . . . we congratulate you on a tru ly phenomenal mission. We are very
proud o f you."
Below: A view of the wing which was damaged during takeoff. Due to the heavy
weight of the fuel on board, the wings had dragged and scraped the runway. The
Voyager is still^ ava ilab le for viewing, but w il l be moved to the Smithsonian at
a la te r date.
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News in Brief

* FAA Adm inistrator Donald 0. Engen has
to ld Congress that the agency's in
creased emphasis on enforcement and sur
ve illance a c t iv it ie s resulted in the 
in it ia t io n of 63 c e r t if ic a te actions
against a ir ca rr ie rs in 1936 and the as
sessment of $15 m illio n in c iv i l penal
t ie s . Both figures represent record
highs. Engen also noted that the number
of av iation safety inspectors increased
to 1,813 by the end of the year, up 11.4
percent from 1985, and the agency is
asking for another 228 inspector and
support personnel in the FY 1988 budget.
* The International A ir Transport Asso
c ia tion (IATA) says that to ta l passen
gers on internationa l f lig h ts increased
two percent in 1986, reaching a tota l of
198 m illio n , but a ir c ra f t passenger load
factors slipped from 63 to 60 percent.
An IATA spokesman said, "Poor t r a f f ic on
the North A tla n tic was o ffse t by healthy
t r a f f ic in Asia and on routes between
Europe and Latin Am erica..."
* DOT has launched an investigation of
airline owned reservation systems (CRSs) 
and the ir e ffe c t on the competition.
The investigation w il l focus on the f iv e
ca rr ie rs that presently, operate such
systems United, American, Eastern,
TWA, and Delta. A fte r reviewing data
submitted by the fiv e a ir l in e s , DOT w il l
decide whether regulatory or other ac
tion is necessary to protect the pub lic
in te re st.
* Canada and ttie United States are open
ing the ir border in a new way. In De
cember, FAA's O ffice of Airworthiness
approved a one year t r ia l of a new po l
icy that permits the operation of Cana
dian, amateur built a ir c ra f t in the U.S.
for up to 90 days under special f l ig h t
authorization. Canadian av iation o f f i
c ia ls have now reciprocated by permit
ting U.S. amateur built a ir c r a f t to
operate for a s im ila r period in the ir
country. Previously these operators
were re s tr ic ted to airshows on both
sides of the border.

More on Penalty Payments
Federal employees on o f f ic ia l travel

who vo lun ta r ily deplane from an over
booked a ir l in e f l ig h t can keep any com
pensation they receive from the ca rr ie r
as a re su lt. However, i t may be reduced
i f there is add itiona l cost to the gov
ernment from the delay in travel time.

Intercom previously reported that the 
General Accounting O ffice required a l l
a ir l in e compensation payments to be re
turned to the government. Not in th is
case! Anyone needing furhter c l a r i f i
cation should check with his or her
serv ic ing accounting o ff ic e .

Program Will Identify
Falsified Pilot Records

Secretary Dole has announced a new
program for iden tify ing p ilo ts who have
fa ile d to declare drug or a lcoho l re la ted
convictions on the ir medical c e r t if ic a te
app lica tions.

Under the program, DOT's O ffice of
Inspector General w il l provide the FBI 
with a tape from FAA's automated medical
c e r t if ic a t io n data base for comparison
with FBI records of persons involved in
drug or a lcoho l re la ted conv ictions. The
names of persons id e n t if ie d through th is
matching process as fa ls ify in g or omit
ting v ita l data w il l be turned over to
FAA for adm in istrative action and to the
Justice Department for possib le crim inal
action.

DOT expects the matching program w ill
be completed in nine months.

Aviation Lab Upgraded
The C iv i l Aeromedical In s t itu te 's Av i

ation Psychology Laboratory, which did
the employee a ttitude surveys among other
achievements, has been upgraded and re
named the Human Resources Research
Branch.

Acting Federal A ir Surgeon Jon Jordon
said the change re f le c ts the new branch's
increased ro le in support of the agency's
Human Resource Management Program. I t
a lso w il l continue to conduct other human
performance research in support of the
NAS plan, regulatory, and medical pro
grams.
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Sparky Hayes Receives
Person of the Year Award

On January 9, 1987, Don Hayes ( le f t ) ,
E lectron ics Technician of the Los An
geles Airway F a c i l i t ie s Sector Comm/Data
Unit, was presented with the 1986 Los 
Angeles TRACON Special Commendation
Award. Making the presentation is Dick
Cox, A ir T ra f f ic Los Angeles Hub Mana
ger.

Don "Sparky" Hayes is the f i r s t Airway
F a c i l i t ie s member to be honored with
th is unique award. In presenting the 
award, Dick Cox thanked Sparky for h is
cooperation and superior support of Los 
Angeles Tower TRACON equipment. Dick
(went on to say that Sparky was selected
by the a ir t r a f f ic managers and con tro l
le rs of the f a c i l i t y .

and Management. Community a c t iv it ie s
included serving as a Volunteer Proba
tion O ffice r, working with both juven ile
and adult offenders. He was also on the 
Board of D irectors of that community or
ganization.

He resides in Redondo Beach, C a l i f . ,
with his w ife, Diana, an employee at the
Los Angeles TRACON, and two daughters,
Adrienne, 9, and C h ris t in a , 7.

Meet Vincent Joubert
0 D iv il Rights Officer

k «

Vincent Joubert, J r . , has been ap­
pointed C iv i l Rights O ffice r for the
W estern Pacific Region. He comes to the
position from the Human Resource Manage
ment D iv is ion where he was the manager
of the Organizational Effectiveness
Branch.

Vince was raised in Lake Charles,
Louisiana. He served over 14 years in
the U.S. Army, f i r s t as a medic and pa
ratrooper, and la te r as a counter in t e l
ligence agent. His m ilita ry tours of
duty included Germany, Korea, Panama and
Vietnam. Upon discharge from the m il i
tary, Vince completed requirements for a
B.A. in Crim inal Ju stice at the Univer
s ity of I l l in o is and joined the FAA, 
Great Lakes Region, in 1976. He has
held positions in the FAA as a Security
S p e c ia lis t , Personnel Management Spe
c ia l is t , EEO Program Manager and Human
Relations S p e c ia lis t . A fte r jo in ing the 
FAA, Vince completed requirements for an
M.A. degree in Pub lic Adm inistration

ith a focus on Organizational Behavior
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New A irport/A irw ay Bill
Goes to Congress

Secretary Dole has proposed le g is la
tion that would assure the continued
a v a ila b il i t y of funds for a irp o rt and
airway improvements through f is c a l year
1989.

Known as the "A irport and Airway En
hancement Act of 1987," i t c a lls for a
two year extension of the current Avia
tion Trust Fund le g is la t io n that expires
on Sept. 30.

Under the DOT proposal, funding for
the A irpo rt Improvement Program would
continue at the present $1 b i l l io n a
year level through FY 1989 with a irp o rt
capacity projects given an even greater
p r io r ity . In add ition , 22 percent of
to ta l AIP funds would be ava ilab le to
e l ig ib le state governments on a volun
tary basis for block grants for a irp o rt
planning and development, general av ia
tion , and small commercial service a ir
ports.

Another change would allow a irp o rt op
erators to "defederalize" the ir a irpo rts
i f they choose. This means they would
not be e l ig ib le for grant funds but
could ra ise money for a irp o rt improve
ments through passenger f a c i l i t y charges
("head taxes").

The b i l l a lso would authorize spending
leve ls for f a c i l i t ie s and equipment
(F&E) of $1.35 b i l l io n in FY 1988 and
$1.5 b il l io n in FY 1989. The R&D leve ls
would be $150 m illio n for each year.

F in a lly , the b i l l would authorize FAA
to recover 85 percent of it s tota l bud
get from the Aviation Trust Fund. In
the FY 1982 87 period, only 57 percent
came from Trust Fund monies._____

W estern-Pacific
Intercom______
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Oscar
Waszkiewicz

Oscar Waszkiewicz, FAA employee who
re tired in October 1979, died on Jan. 5
of complications from kidney disease.

He worked more than 13 years for the 
FAA, f i r s t as an i l lu s t r a to r , then as a
p rin te r in L og is t ic s .

Previously, he had served in the m il
ita ry for more than 20 years, f i r s t in
the U.S. Army, then the U.S. A ir Force.

He is survived by his w ife, P h y ll is ,
and a brother, John, of Chicago, 111.

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to
P h y ll is Waszkiewicz, 2010 Belmont Lane,
Redondo Beach, CA 90278.

Donations in Oscar's memory may be
sent to the Salvation Army.

Aviation Growth Continues

The agency's la te s t "Aviation Fore
casts" is projecting continued strong
growth for the a ir l in e industry over the
next dozen years but pred icts l i t t l e
change for general av ia tion .

Passenger enplanements on the major 
scheduled a ir lin e s are expected to in
crease at an average annual rate of
4.5 percent, reaching a tota l of almost
700 m illio n in FY 1998. Commuters w ill
grow at an even faster rate and carry
8.2 percent of a l l domestic passengers
by the same date.

Meanwhile, the number of hours flown
in general av iation w il l grow at an av
erage annual rate of only 0.7 percent
during the forecast period. This com
pares with a s ix percent growth rate in
the 1960s and '70s.

FAA's a ir t r a f f ic f a c i l i t ie s w il l feel
the impact of the overa ll growth trend.
During the FY 1987-98 forecast period,
f l ig h ts handled by the enroute centers
w il l increase from 35.4 m illio n to 45.6
m illio n . Operations at contro lled a ir
ports w il l r ise from 60.5 m illio n to
79 m illio n and the number of services
provided by f l ig h t service stations w ill
go from 47.8 m illio n to 55.1 m illio n .
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Sharkey Ogata

Honored at

Surprise Party

On December 4, 1986, H ilo Tower re
cently celebrated Yoshiaki "Sharkey"
Ogata's retirement with a surprise party
a t Walloa Park. Sharkey was deeply
touched seeing his old friends from Hon
o lu lu Tower, h is former boss Ron Bereman
¿ re t ire d ) and his many friends and r e l
atives. A fte r almost 28 years with FAA, 
Sharkey is packing i t in to spend more
time with his fam ily and the z i l l io n s of
projects that he has.

Aloha, Sharkey. H ilo Tower thanks you
for molding i t into the f i r s t c lass fa
c i l i t y that i t is .

Photo: Honoree Sharkey Ogata (center),
is surprised at a party held for him
recently . Joining the ce lebration are
(from le f t ) , Randy Fu ji ta, daughter Aud
rey Okutsu, B i l l Downie, Ron Watkin and
Ron Bereman.

Air Traffic Operations Director Ryan Visits Nellis AFB
John Ryan, D irector of A ir T ra f f ic

Operations, Headquarters Federal Avia
tion Adm in istration, recently completed
an orientation of the U.S. A ir Force
Tactica l Fighter Weapons Center a t Nel
l i s A ir Force Base.

John was the guest of Major General
Peter Kempf, Tactica l Fighter Weapons
Center Commander. The orien tation in
cluded extensive b rie fing s and tours
of operational and a ir t r a f f ic control
f a c i l i t ie s . John was also treated to a
fam ilia r iz a t io n f l ig h t in a McDonnell 
Douglas F-15 Eagle.

While in Las Vegas, John was escorted
by John Breen, the FAA's a ir t r a f f ic re

p resen ta tive at N e ll is . John Ryan also
ped the t r ip as an opportunity to v is i t
and tour Las Vegas Control Tower at Mc
Carran International A irpo rt.

■■■
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* Active Share D raft
* D irect Deposit/A llotment
* VISA C red it or D raft Card
* any current loan

Credit Union News
Your 1986 IRA con tribu tion may be your

la s t chance to take the f u l l IRA tax de
duction. Remember, your 1986 IRA con tribu tion

must be deposited by A p r il 15, 1987 in
order to rece ive your deduction.

»
Your C red it Union is o ffe r in g a 12

month 9% P a rt ic ip a t io n Rate IRA Loan to
members who act before A p r il 1, 1987. For more information contact:

or 1987 con tribu tion to your C red it Union

To apply fo r th is specia l rate loan,
the proceeds must be used fo r your 1986 FAA WESTERN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

5400 Beethoven Street
Los Angeles, CA 90066
(213) 306-4262
(800) 352 7431.( C a l i f . outside 213 area)
(800) 421-7111 (A ll other sta tes)

IRA Account (we cu rren tly o ffe r a 6% 18
month IRA C e r t if ic a te ) and you must be a
p a rtic ip an t in one or more o f the fo llow
ing programs: o < 9 o
Name Badges Available from Civilair

C iv i1a ir is o ffe r in g FAA name badges to employees. The badges are blue p la s t ic
with white le t te r s , and the FAA emblem/Sn the upper le f t corner. Anyone in terested
in ordering should f i l l out the order form below and mail to C iv i la i r . The cost
is $5 i f the badge is to be picked up in the Regional O ff ice at the C iv i la i r
Desk on the fourth f lo o r , or $5.75 i f i t is to be mailed. I f you have any ques
t io n s , contact E l ly B re k k e ,"C iv ila ir P u b lic ity Chairperson, at 213/297 1431.

PRINT NAME EXACTLY AS IT IS TO APPEAR ON BADGE:

Your name:

Address badge to be mailed: ( I f R.O., use 15000 Av ia tion Blvd., Lawndale 90261)

Your routing symbol:

Commercial phone number:
Amount enclosed $__________ Cash_____Check ____Money Order _____
Received by > ________ ___ ___________________ __ o n ___________

RETURN THIS FORM TO CIVILAIR AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS.
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