
     

     

   

    

  

   
  

            
             

               
            

               
              

            
            

            
               

          
          
          

           
            

           
            

               
             

            
   

             
           

             
            

            
            

    

OF SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL AND WASHINGTON ACTIVITIES

CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION. LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

VOL» V, No. 3

DERBY DAY IN THE CAA

MARCH 1 , 1952

by

Walter L» Blankraan
Supervising E lectro n ic Engineer

We are a l l acquainted With the pomp and splendor associated with Derby Day in Eng
land. The CAA also has i t s Derby Day the commissioning of another VOR range«
To those who have never seen a VOR f a c i l i t y , a noonday s t r o l l to the northeast
corner of the Regional O ffice plot w ill d isclose the sig n ifican ce of our ’’Derby

^ Day". Adjacent to the quonset huts, you w ill see the p la s tic sh e lte rs fo r the VOR«
Now, imagine one of these sh e lte rs mounted on a small build ing, whose f l a t roof
con sists of a m e ta llic ring or brim, (counterpoise to the in it ia te d ) extending out
from the build ing. The f in a l p icture bears a close resemblence to a derby h at.

The events leading up to Derby Day are a cooperative undertaking between the var
ious D ivisions of the CAA. The need fo r and approximate lo ca tio n of a VOR f a c i l i t y
i s coordinated among the F a c i l i t i e s , Airways Operations, Aviation Safety and A ir

^ ports D ivisions and, f in a l ly , by both the Regional and Washington Airspace Corn
e r m ittees. The budget ram ifcations are in ten tio n a lly omitted at th is tim e.

With the above groundwork completed, c iv i l engineers of the F a c i l i t i e s D ivision
then survey several location s fo r a proposed VOR s i t e . At th is tim e, the r e la
tionship to the airways and a irp o rts , a c c e s s ib i l i ty of power and landline commun
ic a tio n s , topography and roads are considered. The portable VOR, ’’Big Bertha”, is
now brought in to actio n . This mobile r ig is taken to a proposed s i t e , placed into
operation and f in a l ly f l ig h t checked. The se le c tio n of a fly ab le s ite i s a d if
f i c u l t task and, in many in stan ces, several locatio n s are ’’t e s t hopped” before a 
sa tis fa c to ry s ite i s obtained.

With the s ite se lected and the completion of the necessary le a s e s , easements, power
arrangeinents, e t c . , the building is erected , complete with a standby power p lan t.
The radio equipment is then in s ta lle d and the f in a l tuneup performed. Next, the
acceptance by the F lig h t Inspection Branch. This f l ig h t check, a story in i t s e l f ,
i s a remarkable example of p recise and accurate f ly in g . The a ir c r a f t c ir c le s the
f a c i l i t y at both a constant a ltitu d e and exact ra d ia l distance from the s i t e ;

▼ (Continued on next page)
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concurrently an operator on the ground w ill track the a ir c r a f t with a surveying
instrument. By means of e le ctro n ic signals from the ground operator and re
corders on the a ir c r a f t , i t i s possible to determine the difference between the 
actual measured azimuth bearing of the a ir c r a f t and the bearing indicated )
the a ir c r a f t VCR rece iv er. The estab lished tolerance of a VOR i s two degrees;
th a t i s the difference between the indicated bearing from the a ir c r a f t receiver
and the actual measured bearing must not exceed two degrees# The acceptance of
the VOR f a c i l i t y fo r operation by the Maintenance Branch s ig n if ie s Derby Day.

The only other form of a d irectio n a l radio beacon which th e GAA has devel-

bearing of an a ir c ra f t from the VOR. I t not only lay s down s tra ig h t, ra d ia l
tracks over the ground whenever they may be wanted, but also id e n tif ie s each
track with a distinguishing number the bearing in degrees. This information
is available at a l l times and with minimum e f fo r t on the part of f l ig h t per

The b asic p rin cip le of an om ni directional radio beacon i s simple. F irs t
p icture a search lig h t such as one of our Airway lig h t beacons, with a narrow
beam, the beam directed horizontally and revolving a t a constant speed; fa r
example, one revolution per minute. Thus, once each minute, a f la s h from
the lig h t w ill be v is ib le when the beam sweeps past the viewer. Next, imagine 
a second lig h t mounted above our revolving l ig h t , the second lig h t so arranged
as to be v is ib le in a l l d irectio n s. I f the lig h ts are synchronized so that
the lig h t v is ib le from a l l d irection s fla sh es on momentarily at the in sta n t
revolving beam i s directed north, a viewer could merely time the in terv a l be
tween the fla sh es and determine his relation sh ip to the l ig h ts . This i s , i f
the lig h t v is ib le in a l l d irection s fla sh es on and fif te e n seconds la te r a light
fla s h from the revolving beam i s seen, the viewer i s d ire c tly east of our hypo
th e tic a l beacon, or has a bearing of 90 degrees. I f the revolving fla s h is sepn
th ir ty seconds la t e r , the viewer i s d ire c tly south or bears 180 degrees. I f
both flash es are seen simultaneously, the viewer i s north or 0 degrees. By
replacing the revolving lig h t beam with a revolving radio beam and substituting
a radio signal that is non directive fo r the second l ig h t , we can determine
our relation sh ip to the radio sta tio n in a sim ilar manner.

In the VOR, th is radio beam is revolved a t the rate of 1800 revolutions
per minute; the timing explained above i s accomplished e le c tro n ic a lly in the
(Continued on page U)

oped in to wide useage i s the a u ra l e q u is ig n a l
type c f ra d io ran g e . T his range has played
an im portant p a r t in developing American com
m e rc ia l a i r tra n sp o r t to i t s p re se n t outstand
in g p o s it io n . Although the au ra l e q u isig n a l

f i r m range has proved sa tis fa c to ry , some of i t s
d e fic ien c ies are : the radio beacon has l i t t le

Mm ****** TffliwV Ttf. M 1 J X* M M 1 r# 4 M A 1 1 T Avalue i f a course does not l i e along the route
the p ilo t desires to f l y ; the four courses are

W jm ^ m distinguishable only a fte r considerable man
euvering; a lso , to fin d a course, a caref^Ly
planned orien tation procedure is necessary.
The purpose of the VOR i s to give a d ire c t,
immediate and automatic ind ication of the

sonnel tru ly an om ni directional radio beacon.
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R e GIOIIRL R d ITII niSTRRTOR'S C o Lu m n
In the la s t issue of the Region Six News, I mentioned the

forthcoming Regional Adm inistrators1 Conference to be held in
Washington* While space m i l not permit reporting on a l l items
of the agenda, I w ill discuss those su b jects which appear to
be most s ig n ific a n t from the standpoint of our Regional operation*

One of the items of major importance presented by our Adm inistrator, Mr. Horne,
was the CAA program outlook. This su b ject i s n atu rally c lo se ly re la ted to the
a v a ila b il ity of funds fo r f i s c a l year 1953* The appropriation request submitted
to Congress, i f approved, w ill permit a lim ited program increase in our Airways 
functions to accommodate the increased workload of operatin g the new f a c i l i t i e s
commissioned by the end of th is f i s c a l year. A ctually the funds fo r th is increase
exceed s lig h tly the net increase requested in the S&E appropriation. This means
that the le v e l of funds in other are as w ill be s lig h tly le s s than the present
f i s c a l year*

In Aviation Sa fety , the a c t iv ity t i l l be at approximately the same le v e l , and
possib ly even s lig h tly increased because of the cutbacks and readjustments which 
n ecessarily were made la te in f i s c a l year 1952* In our Airports Serv ice , th ere
t i l l be a s lig h t decrease involving a reduction of personnel on a national scale
of some sixteen p o sitio n s. In the Federal Aid Airport Program $17,500,000 i s
being requested, of which $1 )4, 000,000 i s fo r new p ro jec ts T it bin the continental
United S ta te s . Our Airways con straction program (EAMF) Till be lim ited to the
1952 le v e l , and i t i s contemplated th at no new f a c i l i t i e s Till be constructed.
The program Till be confined to necessaiy relocation s of radio ranges, instrument
landing systems, communications s ta tio n s , and towers, the combination of approx
im ately f i f t y communications sta tio n s and towers, in s ta lla t io n s of voice iden
t i f ic a t io n on ce rta in f a c i l i t i e s , and repairs to interm ediate landing f ie ld s .

In view of th is program outlook, the Administrator stressed the importance
of e f f i c ie n t manpower u ti l iz a t io n and management improvement. As an example of
steps being taken in th is d irectio n at the Washington le v e l , we were informed of
the proposed realignment of Aviation Development functions which w ill tra n sfe r
the re la ted operations lin e functions to the O ffices of A irports, Aviation Safety ,
ana Federal Airways, and m i l place the s ta ff functions of Aviation Development 
within the O ffice of program Planning under an A ssistan t Adm inistrator. Programs 
planned by that o f f ic e , when approved by the Administrator, w ill be tran sla ted
into work programs fo r the Washington O ffice and the Regions* I t i s expected
th at ch a rts , together with an explanation of th is realignment of fu n ction s, m i l
be forthcoming sh ortly for dissemination to Regional personnel.

The GAA1s program of noise abatement was discussed. The Administrator has
appointed a Committee with industry rep resentation to take immediate steps on such
m atters as improved t r a f f i c p attern s, the use of p re fe re n tia l runways to avoid
populated areas, segregation of tra in in g , and improvement of p ilo t techniques. A
long range program includes in v estig a tio n of noise reduction in power plant and
a ir c r a f t design including turbo props and je t engines, and a program of public
education. You have undoubtedly read in the press of the action taken by the
(continued on page 18)
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VOR receiv er with the answer in degrees th a t the receiv er bears in rela tio n sh ip to
the VOR. The radio beam i s formed by the geometrical relation sh ip of a group of
antennas accurately positioned horizonta!3.y and v e r t ic a l ly over a m eta llic plane
fre e of any breaks or undulations. The beam is rotated e le c tro n ic a lly by a device
called a goniometer.

Many conditions must be f u l f i l l e d fo r an id e a l, e rro r fre e om ni directional radio
range operation. The tolerances and adjustments, although reasonable, must be accom
plished at regular in te rv a ls . Perhaps the g reatest d i f f ic u l t ie s encountered arise
from "te rra in erro rs” in both the se lec tio n of a s ite and operation of a VOR. The
term "te rra in errors” re fe rs to obstacles such as h i l l s , fe n ce s , power lin e s , farming
operations, even the type of s o i l . Any of these in the immediate v ic in ity of a VOR
can markedly a ffe c t the tra v e l of radio waves. One of our f ie ld technicians reported
co n sisten tly e r r a t ic operation of the VOR during the hours of midnight to two A.M.
A fter making several tr ip s to the s ite during the early morning hours (a s ix ty mile
drive) only to fin d the f a c i l i t y had returned to normal operation p rio r to his ar
r iv a l , he decided to " s i t one out”. Shortly a fte r midnight, the alarm of the monitor
indicated e r r a t ic operation with no apparent in d ication of malfunctioning of the
equipment within the building. Further in v estigation revealed Romeo and J u l ie t
parked adjacent to the antenna of the VOR monitor.

Although the VOR has undergone many tech n ica l advances, the present design
was frozen approximately two years ago. The F a c i l i t i e s Division of the Region, in ad
d ition to in s ta llin g new VOR* s , has an intensive program underway to modernize those
VOR5s commissioned before the fre e z e . I t was o r ig in a lly intended that the VOR5s were
to be positioned as a grid system^ that i s , the en tire nation sub divided in to squares
and a VOR to cover each square* L ater, these radio beacons were positioned in th e ir
relation sh ip to the airports and airways. The Sixth Region has th ir ty e ig h t VOR*s in
operation and utlim ately expects to have s ix ty s ix commissioned by 195U. Alpha­
b e t ic a l ly speaking, VOR s ig n if ie s : Very high frequency Omni directional Range*

MARCH OF DIMES CAMPAIGN

The following l e t t e r was received from Mr. C. C. Downing, Chairman fo r Federal
Employees, March of Dimes, Los Angeles:

"Receipt i s acknowledged of your l e t t e r of February 5>, 1952, enclosing the
sum of 1301*16, consisting of Money Order for $2it5«l6, four checks in the to ta l sum
of $55*00, and $1.00 in cash, being the contribution of the employees of your of
f ic e to the MARCH OF DIMES.

"Please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation for your donations to th is
worthy cause.”

1*
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PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH

Bob Boone

In the 1890*s , the United States
Government began a program of pushing
the Indians back from a l l the more de
sirab le lands to make way for bigger
and b e tte r things* I t so happened that |
the tr ib e of a near 2,000 Osage Indians |
were pushed in to Northeastern Oklahoma, |
where only a few years la te r o i l was
discovered*

Bob Boone, Airman Agent in the Los
Angeles Aviation Safety O ffice , was one of these Osage Indians who was des
tined to share one of the rich 2,229 headlights (6i|0 acres per headlight)

Boone l e f t the reservation at an early age to attend m ilitary schools
in C aliforn ia ; but to th is day retains an in terest in th is fabulously wealthy
area* The Osage tr ib e i s regarded as the rich est tr ib e per person of any of
the United States Indians*

Bob is a nephew of the internationally known General Clarence Tinker,
a fte r whom Tinker Air Base in Oklahoma City is named* Bob *s in te re s t in avia
tio n began to blossom as a re su lt of h is Uncle *s influence*

He began fly in g at the age of nineteen, but, at his mother’ s in sisten ce ,
gave i t up fo r four years* By 1929* he had resumed i t to the extent of en
gaging in acrobatic fly in g with the well-known Cherokee Indian Frank Clark*

In 1932, he had an in te re s t in a fly ing school where he was engaged in
charter serv ice , a ir c r a f t ren tals and doing contract work fo r motion picture
fly ing* In what kind of movies did he fly ? "Any and a l l kinds! Just
whatever the scrip t called f o r !” Bob’ s eyes sparkle a b it when he comments
about doubling fo r many of the name players*

He was la t e r a p ilo t fo r the Hearst Publications* His primary assign
ment was piloting the la te William Randolph Hearst and other notables close
to the publication magnate*

In February 19i|0, he began employment with the War Training Service of
the CAA as a Private Flying S p ecia lis t* In 191*2, he transferred into Safety
Regulation as an Aeronautical Inspector* He has had duty assignments in
Bishop, Burbank, Phoenix, Santa Maria and Los Angeles*

Despite his connection with o il and re a l esta te in te re s ts , plus four
years of leg a l training at USC, Boone turned his back on both in favor of
the sa tis fa c tio n he obtains from aviation* (Continued on next page)
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In addition, he has traveled exten siv ely . There* s something about the
unusual l i f e of the Orient that in trigu es him. He spent two years in Ind ia,
China and the Philippines. And even now, he has the urge to retu rn . The
next time he goes, he wants to take along his w ife, the former L a v illa Corey 
of R u sse llv ille , Arkansas and th eir children , Barbara 12, and Bonnie, 7.

REX BROWN RECEIVES SUPERIOR ACCOMPLISHMENT AWARD

During a sp ecia l ceremony 
in Washington on Januaiy 31,
Rex R. Brown, Maintenance Tech
n ician at the Los Angeles In te r
national A irport, was presented
with an award of $375 by Secre
tary of Commerce Charles Sawyer
fo r superior accomplishment in
suggesting improvements in radar
equipment.

Rex devised sp ecial to o ls ,
suggested improved overhaul pro
cedures and developed equipment
m odification which w ill re su lt

CHARLES SAWYER PRESENTS AWARD TO REX BROWN 111 savings to the Government of
an estim ated $80,000 over a

period of fiv e years. His ingenuity in developing these m odifications can
larg ely be attributed to his intense personal in te re s t in the en tire Radar 
Program.

This award was the f i r s t e ffic ie n cy award given by the Secretary of
Commerce.

"ACC ENDORSES COMMERCIAL HELICOPTER SERVICES

"The Air Coordinating Committee, in i t s annual report fo r 1951 released
today, recommended th at the government encourage development of helicop ters
fo r commercial serv ice , looking to th eir future use in in te r c ity sh u ttle
serv ice .

"The rep ort, which has been forwarded to Congress by the President,
recommended th at commercial operators be permitted to buy a lim ited number
of transport types, despite the current heavy m ilita ry demand.

"The ACC predicted widespread use of helicop ters in short haul oper
ations and said the government should a s s is t th is development wherever pos
s ib le . The f i r s t application * a a will be airport downtown mail and pas
senger serv ice , but helicop ters w ill find a place on in te r c ity routes as
la rg e r , multi engined rotor c r a f t become available * a *n

American Aviation Daily 2 18 52
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lu
5.

6.

10«

How many CAA owned a ir c r a f t hours are programmed in f i s c a l year 1952?
How maiy reports of v iolations of CAR's were f i le d in tbs 6 Region during 1951?
Does an employee's private automobile insurance cover him while driving Govern
ment vehicles?
What i s the fu e l consumption of the CAA Douglas C itf?
What type o f a i r c r a f t Carrying one or more passengers has r ig h t of way o v e r .
a l l a i r l in e a ir c r a f t? (n o emergency)
Can you buy a l l necessary approved factory parts , build your own airplane and
obtain a standard airworthiness c e r t if ic a te ?
On a single engine a ir c r a f t , i s the propeller ever feathered?
I f a p ilo t has a speech impediment, can he obtain a different reg istra tio n
number fo r h is a ir c ra f t to f a c i l i t a te radio communications?
Approximately how many items are there in the Regional Stock and Stores in
ventory?
What does SRA mean in connection with f a c i l i t i e s ?

(Answers appear below)
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CREDIT UNION NEWS

In an e f fo r t to expedite loan tran saction s fo r our members liv in g outside Los 
Angeles and doing business e n tire ly by m ail, we o ffe r the following suggestions:

I f p o ssib le , secure white loan application form, yellow Note form, and white Regu
la tio n WStatement form from your f ie ld S ta tio n Headquarters. F i l l out completely,
sign , and send to the Credit Union O ffice located in the Regional O ffice . This makes
i t possible fo r the average loan to be processed and the check mailed the same day i t is
received.

Because of Government Regulations now in e f f e c t regarding consumer installm ent
cre d it (Regulation W), there are ce rta in rules and regulations with which we must conform
The Credit Union desires to extend a l l possible service to menbers and i t is not the
in ten t of Regulation ¥ to destroy c re d it , but to regulate i t so as to be in accord with
emergency needs of our national economy* The Credit Union can le g a lly make a l l loans
which any other lending agency can make. These re s tr ic t io n s were brought in to being
in an attempt to curb in fla tio n a ry trends. While we must comply because i t is law,
we should a l l bear in mind that Credit Unions which u t i l iz e th e ir own savings are
d e fin ite ly not in fla tio n a ry . Credit Unions have always operated under various laws
and ru lin g s. Regulation Wi s another of these which r e s t r ic t s some of our a c t iv it ie s >
but does not prevent our giving maximum service to our members.

OPERATIONS UNDER REGULATION W

Regulation Wdivides a l l loans into four c la s s e s , as fo llow s:
1 . Loans which are completely exempt.
2 . Loans which are exempt under certa in conditions.
3 . Loans to finance the purchase of Listed A rtic le s .
iu U nclassified loan s.

Because of lim ited available space, Item 3 only w ill be explained th is month with the
other items to be explained in future issu e s .

Loans to finance the purchase of a Listed A rtic le :

1 . Loans fo r down payment on a l is te d a r t ic le are prohibited .
2. The maximum AMOUNT of the loan and the maximum MATURITY fo r the loan are

su b ject to the follow ing requirements:

GROUP As

Automobiles 19U6 & la te r models
33 1/3% down, 66 2/3% maximum loan value
18 months maximum m aturity.

GROUP B:
Household Appliances Stoves, re fr ig e ra to rs ,
dishwashers, iro n ers , e tc .

15% down, 85% maximum loan value
18 months maximum m aturity

The Credit Union has s u ff ic ie n t funds to handle
ployees. Jo in the Credit Union nowl

GROUP Ct

Household Furniture beds, m attresses,
f lo o r coverings, lamps, e t c .
15% down, 85% maximum loan value
18 months maximum m aturity

GROUP D:
M ateria ls, a r t ic le s and serv ices in con­
nection with re p a irs , a lte ra tio n s , or im
provements upon re s id e n tia l property in
connection with existin g stru ctu res.

10% down, 90% maximum loan value.
36 months maximum m aturity.
a l l loan requests fo r CAA Region 6 em
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MONEY T A L K S SAVEBUYWITH CASH

Deal with cash« Borrow from your Region S ix C redit Union at low in te re s t r a te s , and
remember, when you borrow from the Credit Union, your l i f e i s insured fo r the amount
o f your indebtedness at no ex tra co st to you«

OVERBURDENED WITH TAXES

The Region S ix Credit Union is ready to help you meet your ta x e s , or any other
fin a n c ia l emergency« Take advantage o f the Credit Union5s low in te re s t rates
with borrower^ insurance a t no ex tra co st to you«
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CORRECTION;

We blushed when we saw the fin ish ed product of the Personnel Pipeline of the la s t i s
sue of the Region 6 News# We are re fe rr in g , of course, to the portion concerning the
Aviation Safety Agent Trainees, GS 9# We have received approval of a train ing agreement#
Under th is tra in in g agreement, tra in ees in these positions may be promoted to the GS-13^^ 
grade a fte r su ccessfu lly completing the intensive tra in in g period fo r s ix months# Empjl^aes
in th is category under the provisions of the Whitten Amendment had to serve one year prior
to promotion#

Whitten Amendment! In the past several issues of the Region 6 News we have
talked about the Whitten Amendment# In these a r t ic le s we have referred to MGS grade (or
equivalent)** The Commission has now published a tab le of GS (General Schedule) grades
and th e ir equivalents in the CPC (C ra fts , P ro tectiv e , and Custodial) grades# This tal^^fc
published fo r your convenience, i s to be used only as fo llo w s, and fo r no other purpose
than to determine the re s tr ic t io n s of the Whitten Amendment!

1 . (a) The re s tr ic t io n s on personnel actions to positions at GS 5> or below apply
to actions to positions a t CPC 7 or below.

(b) The re s tr ic t io n s on personnel actions to positions a t GS 6 or above apply
to actions to positions at CPC 8 of above#

2# In taking a personnel action involving á change from one CPC p osition to another CĴ r
p o sitio n , each successive grade counts qs aone grade change# For example, a pro
motion from CPC 1 to CPC 2 is a change of one grade, from CPC 2 to CPC li is a change
of two grades, etc#

3# In taking a personnel action involving a changp from the CPC schedule to the General
schedule, the re s tr ic t io n s w ill be the same as would be applicable i f the change were
to the CPC equivalent of the GS grade* .For example, a promotion from CPC 2to GS-2
would be a change of two grades, since GS-2i s equivalent to CPC l*.

Ij.# In taking a personnel action involving a change from the General schedule to the CPC
schedule, the re s tr ic tio n s w ill be the same as would be applicable i f the change
were to the GS equivalent of the CPC grade# For example, a promotion from GS-1 
(Continued on next page)
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to CPC 5 would be a change of two grades, since CPC 5 i s equivalent to GS 3*

GS Grade Equivalent CPC grade

GS-1
GS-2
GS-3
GS 1;
GS-5
GS 6
GS-7
GS 8

CPC 1
CPC 2
CPC 2
CPC 1;
CPC 5
CPC 6
CPC 7
CPC 8
CPC 5
CPC 10

Another provision of the Whitten Amendment permits a two grade promotion to posi
tion s through GS 11 which are properly c la s s if ie d at two grade in terv a ls under the
C la ss ifica tio n Act of 19k9* We have been informed by our Wadiington O ffice that the 
Maintenance Technician and Inspector positions in the F a c i l i t ie s Division f a l l in
th is category* This d ecision was based on a change in the c la s s if ic a t io n standards,
code se r ie s and t i t l e s of these p o sitio n s. The new changes in t i t l e are l is te d
below;

Communications In sta lla tio n s Supervisor E lectron ic Communications In s ta lla tio n

The following in cid en t, which occurred recen tly in the general v ic in ity of
S a lt lake City and Ogden, Utah, re la te s emergency d if f ic u l t ie s encountered by a high
a ltitu d e m ilitary fig h te r p ilo t on an IFR f l ig h t plan, the action taken to resolve
his d i f f ic u l t ie s , and the movement of other t r a f f i c as n ecessitated by the incident#

An F 5 l , fly in g on an IFR f l ig h t plan at le a s t fiv e hundred f e e t above a l l clouds
from S e a ttle Naval Air S ta tio n to S a lt Lake C ity v ia Portland, Oregon, Boise, Idaho
and P o cate llo , Idaho, reported over Boise at 12lj2M* He estimated being over Gooding,
Idaho at 1255M. Since the p ilo t* s estim ate indicated a departure from f i le d IFR
route plan, immediate communication attempts were in stitu te d by the S a lt Lake ARTC
Center to secure confirmation of revised route* (Continued on next page)

From To

Maintenance Technician
Maintenance Technician (Radar)

E lectron ic Maintenance Technician
E lectro n ic Maintenance Technician (Radar)
Supervisory E lectro n ic Maintenance

Maintenance Inspector
Technician

E lectro n ic Maintenance Inspector

Radio Technician
Supervisor

E lectro n ic Technician (Radio)

INCIDENT REPORT
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At 1310M, Gooding INSAC made momentary contact with the p ilo t and secured
information th a t the p ilo t was 80 miles southwest of Pocatello at th a t time,
a ltitu d e 23,000 fe e t* However, Gooding was unable to maintain contact long
enough to secure the p ilo t* s route plans. The Ogden INSAC was then alerted to
c a l l the p ilo t and secure such inform ation, plus an Ogden estim ate i f pertinent
and to maintain such contact u n til an ATC clearance could be delivered.

At 1317M, Ogden established contact and learned th at the p ilo t was north of
Ogden, a ltitu d e 23,000, unsure of h is p osition and low on fu e l and oxygen. Con
siderable instrument t r a f f i c was operating in or was destined to operate in the
airspace below the F 51* th erefo re , immediate steps were begun to remove such a ir
c ra ft from the danger of a p o ten tia l emergency descent*

At 1325M, the F 51 reported his p osition to the H ill AFB tower as over the
Ogden radio range sta tio n , a ltitu d e 23,000, requesting letdown on the south course
of Ogden u n til reaching VFR. Since t r a f f i c s t i l l ex isted , th e p ilo t was cleared
to descend on the south course of Ogden to cross the S a lt Lake radio range sta tio n
at li;,000 f e e t , then descend westbound from S a lt Lake to 11,000 fe e t (the minimum
en route a ltitu d e on the west course of the S a lt Lake radio range sta tio n ) and to
report upon reaching 11,000 fe e t for fu rth er clearance. The p ilo t receip ted , but
advised th a t he was lo s t , and, in view of fu e l shortage, might abandon the a ir c r a f t^ )

The co n tro ller succeeded in removing a l l t r a f f ic below the a ir c r a f t , turning
a €-1*6 north from Ogden to the homing beacon at Corinne, Utah; stopping a C 119
at the radio range sta tio n at F o rt Bridger, doming; shuttling a DC 3 to break out
altitu d e of 9,000 f e e t in the holding pattern west of the homing beacon at
Promontory, Utah; lim itin g a DC 6 eastbound from the Coast to the radio range
sta tio n at Wendover, Utah and holding a l l IFR proposed departures from S a lt Lake
C ity , Ogden and H ill AFB on the respective a irp o rts .

other lo c a l air ground f a c i l i t i e s were a lerted to monitor and attempt
f ix e s on the lo s t F 51j hut no d efin ite p o sitio n or a ltitu d e reports were received
from the p ilo t u n til he reported to H ill AFB Tower. At II4IOM, the F 51 reported
as having an ordnance depot and what appeared to be a runway bordered by "ig lo o s”
in sig h t and th a t he would attempt a landing on i t .

The descrip tion f i t t e d Dugway Proving Ground, Utah (65 miles southwest of
S a lt Lake City)and au th o rities a t that m ilita iy lo ca tio n were immediately a lerted
fo r the possible emergency landing. At li*23M, p ilo t again reported to H ill AFB
Tower th a t he was on f in a l approach in to the unknown ordnance depot with engine
cutting out.

Normal t r a f f i c was resumed. At ll*27M, the Tower at Dugway advised the Center
that the F 5 l had landed between th e ir annunition storage mounds two minutes before
and the p ilo t was in custody. Any fu rth er information must be secured from the
Dugway Security O ffice r.

H ill AFB au th o rities subsequently advised the Center th a t the F 51 had ex
hausted fu e l on approach, encountered te rra in obstacles during landing r o l l , and
had ground looped without in jury to p ilo t or apparent serious damage to the a ir
c r a f t . They further advised that DF attempts at H ill AFB had been unsuccessful.
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DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS

ÜAlways Operations D ivision:

The Dormer Summit, Oceanside and M ilford Airway Communications Station s and the
Ogden Tower were discontinued as scheduled at the clo se of January 31, 1952. The
Palmdale Tower was commissioned February 1 , 1952 at the request and at the expense
of the County of Los Angeles.

The CAA Air Defense Liaison O fficers and representatives from the 28th Air Divi
sion (Defense) met at the regional o ff ic e on February 18 and 19 and fin a liz e d plans
for improving a ir c r a f t id e n tif ic a tio n procedures in the San Francisco Bay Area.

Information has been received th a t the Air Force plans to e sta b lish a radar a ir
t r a f f ic control center a t Davis Monthan Air Force Base, Tucson, Arizona*

Preparations have been completed fo r the F a c il i ty Chiefs* conference to be held
the week beginning March 10 at the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel.

yjm* The D ivision Chief i s attending a HSA Mexico conference in Washington the week
"F e b ru a ry 25 whose ob jective is to sim plify and f a c i l i t a t e transborder f l ig h ts .
The Fourth Region also has a representative at the conference.

Our plan to have D is tr ic t Supervisors work in pairs on f ie ld tr ip s fo r fa m ilia r
ization and understudy i s progressing n ice ly .

An order has been placed fo r textbooks on supervisory and management p rin cip les*
^ ,%e books, when received, w ill be d istribu ted to f ie ld sta tio n s fo r th e ir u se . This

is part of a program designed to improve supervisory training*

The Sixth Region*s p osition i s being developed with resp ect to the agenda fo r the
conference on a ir defense matters at E l Paso March 11. : G* I . Smith and G. L. Simonson 
w ill attend the meeting*

G. Dyke, W 381; J . R . Ericson , B e ll Laboratory; and other lo c a l Telephone company
c?nresentatives v is ite d ’ the regional o ff ic e Jaiuary 28 30 to study means of a ir
N ^ f ic con tro l operations.. A. E* Cole, W-391* v is ite d f a c i l i t i e s in Southern C aliforn ia
for fa m ilia riz a tio n purposes.

F a c il i t ie s D ivision;

VHF Ranges;

A lternate s i t e has been se lected for relocation/conversi on of the Phoenix VAR
due to in a b ility to obtain lease from owner of o rig in a l s i t e . A lternate s ite w ill be 
tested at the end of th is month.

Made te s t of s i te s on Los Angeles A irport,
and bids are being requested fo r construction.

Second location tested sa tis fa c to ry

Contract has been awarded fo r new VOR at Paso Robles, eventually to replace VAR,
to Ed Seymour and Notice to Proceed has been issued e ffe c tiv e February 13* 1952*
* uitinued on next page)
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Bids have been received fo r additional grading work fo r more testin g ab Cam arillo.
Tests w ill be conducted next m on th ...P t. Reyes, C alifo rn ia VOR i s s t i l l under Stop A
Order due to seveieweather conditions. Construction Superintendent Brusnahan has b eei^
requested to report on conditions p erio d ica lly ...A d d itio n a l grading and lev elin g on the
Fort Jones mountain top s ite have been delayed due to unfavorable weather conditions.
The MTIC has been requested to keep the o ff ic e advised in regard to weather conditions.
In the meantime, the range is operating on a t e s t basis...W inslow , Arizona VAR has been
converted to VOR and commissioned on February 5> 1 9 5 2 . . . Improvements including the
in s ta lla t io n of p la s t ic antenna sh e lte r at the Douglas, Arizona VOR have been completed
and the range recommissioned on February 15, 1 9 5 2 ..« The in s ta lla t io n of the P la s tic
antenna sh elter and other improvements a t G ila Bend, Arizona is expected to be com
pleted and recommissioned by the end of the week...Expect to s ta r t in s ta lla t io n at
luma, Arizona of p la s tic antenna sh e lte r and other improvements upon couplet ion of G ila
Bend...Received bids fo r construction of new f a c i l i t y fo r Palmdale, but work held up
pending further developments on County A irport plans...Improvements on Long Beach VOR
including in s ta lla t io n of p la s t ic antenna sh e lte r are expected to be completed and
recommissioned by the end of the month...Improvement on Blythe, C aliforn ia VOR i s ex
pected to be started by the end of the month.

Instrument Landing Systems:

The Burbank ILS in s ta lla t io n work on the lo c a liz e r and marker was couple ted and
fl ig h t checked during the month. I t w ill be commissioned as soon as the old fan marker
f a c i l i t y can be closed down..*Ihe Ontario, C aliforn ia lo c a liz e r was f l ig h t checked and
commissioned on February 8, 1952. The City has sta rted to grade the s ite in fro n t
of the glide path. Additional testin g of TUS equipment w ill be done as soon as the
grading is com pleted*..Santa Barbara lo c a liz e r was f l ig h t checked and commissioned on
February 15, 1952. Glide path equipment w ill be in s ta lle d a fte r additional grading h a *
been accomplished and the equipment delivered...O akland ILS modernization started
February 19, 1952.

High In ten sity Approach Light Lane;

A t e s t set up was made a t Burbank to determine the e f fe c t of the lig h t units
on the ILS lo c a liz e r operation. These te s ts indicated no in terferen ce . A request
has been made to Washington for funds and equipment fo r a l e f t hand row system which Æ
w ill be put in on normal schedule. ™

Radar:

We have been advised th a t equipment fo r San Francisco ASR was shipped from Syracuse,
New York on February 20, 1952.

INSACSj Towers, Centers:

Plans have been formulated fo r standby power in s ta lla t io n fo r Van Nuys tower.**UHF
Air/Ground communications were in s ta lle d at Sacramento Tower during th is m onth...Plans
have been completed fo r remote receiver transm it te r at Ukiah and fo r remote transm itter
at S a lt Lake. Work at these s i t e s , however, i s delayed due to unfavorable weather.
(Continued on next page)
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General: .•'■ vO. ' 4 »

S r t J f s fflail̂ in g o i M ilford, Utah L/F Range ele ctro n ic equipment has been removed
from the s i te and buildings and other equipment surveyed as surplus and advertised
for s a le . . . .S a n Diego INSAC Modernization in s ta lla t io n of console and other modern
ization was completed on February 7 , 1 9 5 2 .. . Console Completion Program RUP Receivers
have been in s ta lle d at Douglas, G ila Bend and Winslow, Arizona, also at Long Beach and
San Diego, C a lifo rn ia ...C o n tra c t fo r Long Beach Central Standby Power Plant has been
S c S t v ^ s ^ n t f r ^ T S 11, Proceed e le c t iv e March 10, 1 9 5 2 . . .Relocation of
wav t0 Beatty Intermediate Landing F ie ld i s under

■ Inspector Jack Webb presented a ta lk pertaining to VOR and VAR oper
was w eS r a ^ « f K°n £ NaVy perf 1anel a t the Air S ta tio n ! The presentationwas well received by a l l concerns d.

Maintenance Reports:

, ra in s came and several f a c i l i t i e s were gone but not fo r long. Pluvius
hesitated u n til Friday afternoon (as usual) before defacing the top o f% 5 ta r Light«
mountain. Iro n ic a lly , the CAA previously had graded o ff the top of th is mountain
S q t r ^ i f i a Bait f a “ i? \rected a V0R A fter a ^ g S ed weekend by the Ground_ruetures beys, the radio beacon was in business as u su al...T h e «mudders», e le c
tronic technicians fo r p ayroll purposes, in the San Francisco Bay Region also re a liz e
f ^ t v ^ iCaaC^ 1 w C a lii f n ia w eather* * the ^ i l i z a t i o n of b T a ts ! h o ofs L ^ o !
ia n ity (a s u su a l) th e o u tly in g a i r n a v ig a tio n f a c i l i t i e s rem ained above w a t e r . . .L a s t ,
but not l e a s t , and confirm ed by the Chamber of Commerce, i t snowed in the mountains

Donf f Suramit* At one se cto r , the Airways Maintenance Technician
emained on continuous duty fo r th ir ty s ix hours. With a l l roads blocked, a snow
U ; and hookinS rid e s” on a fr e ig h t tra in were the only means of transp ortation .

Airports D ivision:

Ta, n *t proposed p ro je c t fo r the establishm ent of a new instrument runway a t the S a lt
y Municipal Airport No. 1 has been fin a liz e d to a point where the City has sub­

mitted a formal request fo r Federal a id , supported by Resolution of the City Commis
oners obligating the City to submit plans and sp e c ifica tio n s fo r the proposed work

before March 3, 1952. At th is time City funds are required to be available fo r
W ihare of the f i r s t stage of construction estim ated to s ta r t in May of th is year.

Several discussions over the past several weeks were consummated in a conference
. edruary 19 , 1952, attended by the Regional Administrator and the Chief, Airports

to tim? Los Angeles County agreed to the tra n sfe r of th e Palmdale Airport
w the United S ta te s Air Force fo r the m odification ani f l ig h t testin g of j e t a ir c r a f t .

agref d t o . jo in t c i v i l u t il iz a t io n of the a irp o rt fo r a period up to
tin« 3\ ^ i * , Perf ° d "will permit orderly relocation of the present c i v i l opera

located f t the airport and w ill provide adequate time fo r the rev isio n of a ir
airr^+ sp e cifica tio n s which now provide fo r use of th is f ie ld as an altern ate
^rport fo r the Los Angeles In tern atio n al A irport.

aff i ^ a h e l d °n February 11 and 12, at Tucson, Arizona, personnel of th is
+i l t ^ repr?S! i ltatdveS 1:316 A±r Force> Grand Central A ircra ft Company, Tucson

FAro ^ Authority and the City of Tucson, to discuss the expenditure of $80,000 of
L money on the 5700* extension to the NW/SE runway required fo r the B ¿4.7 m odifica

[ Pr °gram o f the Grand Central A ircra ft Company. Negotiations are s t i l l in progress,
^ mued on next page) 6
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J Charles P. M erlin, Senior D is tr ic t Engineer, fo r the Minis try of Public Works
of the Governinenb of Greece, i s v is it in g the S ix th Region as a part of the e ig h t
months* program and itin e ra ry arranged under an ICAO fellow ship by the In tern ation al ”
Region and the O ffice of Airports in Washington* Mr* M erlin*s tra in in g assignment
extends from February k to A pril 25 in Region 6 and includes study and observation
of a irp ort design, construction, grading, drainage, tu rfin g , lig h tin g , maintenance,

" and rela ted fie ld s * Mr* Merlin completes his tour of the Regional O ffice on Februaiy 29
and w ill proceed on itin e ra ry to each D is tr ic t Airport O ffice .

A ircra ft D ivision:

Personnel from th is D ivision accompanied Mr* Rosenbaum of the Washington O ffice
on v is i t s to Consolidated, Lockheed, and Douglas to discuss with the manufacturers
the proposed CAA p o lic ie s on stru ctu ra l aspects of j e t transport requirements* In
general, the manufacturers consider these favorably , p a rticu la rly since they were in
the form of proposed p o lic ie s ra th er than proposed regulations.

C e rtific a tio n of the PAA version of the DC 6B at 100,000 pounds ta k e o ff gross
weight has been couple ted , and c e r t if ic a t io n fo r the 107*000 pound ta k e o ff gross
weight w ill be accomplished within a month or as soon as a l l performance data has bee
reduced and made ready fo r inclusion in the airplane f l ig h t manual. S p ec ifica tio n 6Au
is being revised to include the Pan American a ir c r a f t .

Representatives from th is o f f ic e v is ite d H ille r H elicopters to witness drop 
te s ts of a l i t t e r in s ta lla t io n on the skid type landing gear. This method of substan
tia t io n was suggested in lie u of determining the strength of the l i t t e r in s ta lla t io n
a n a ly tica lly since there was no shock absorption device between the skid and the ^
l i t t e r , and analysis determination of the loads would be d i f f i c u l t . w '

Type c e r t if ic a t io n Board inspection was conducted on the McCulloch Model MC ljC
h elico p ter. A number of minor items fo r correction were noted. These items were dis
cussed with the manufacturer’ s personnel who indicated th at changes would be made as
required by the re su lts of the insp ection .

Safety Operations D ivision:

Mr. Leonard Ashwell, Chief Advisor, San Francisco In tern ation al D is tr ic t O ffic e , i l
and Mr. Ward Masden, P a c ific S p e c ia lis t fo r the In tern ation al Region in Washington,
spent a h a lf day in the Regional O ffice , February 15, discussing operational problems
a ffectin g both the Sixth Region and San Francisco IDO.

Mr. Walker, San Francisco IDO, spent one day in the Regional O ffice discussing
id e n tific a tio n of a ir c r a f t entering the San Francisco ADIZ from Hawaii.

Agent Leimantine, accompanied by Mr. Harlon W. Bement, Utah S ta te Aeronautics Com
mission and NASA0, spent Februaiy 7 in the Regional O ffice and attended the Los Angeles
Regional Airspace Subcommittee meeting discussing the proposed danger area in the
v ic in ity of S a l t Lake C ity .

The f ie ld was circu larized on the proposed new requirements fo r student and private
p ilo t physical standards. A resume of the suggestions indicated th a t:

1 . The present system should be retained . Only i f there are undue delays
in the issuance of the medical c e r t i f ic a te s through the usual channels
should the D is tr ic t O ffices issu e the c e r t i f ic a te s . (Continued on next
page)
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3 . A period of four years should co n stitu te the duration fo r a th ird
c la ss physical and that revalidation period coincide with duration of
physical*

Bonanza A irlin es o f f ic ia ls v is ite d the ¿Regional O ffice January'30 to discuss
items pertinent to th e ir newly authorized route extension from Phoenix to Los Angeles
v ia San Diego. Top item on the agenda was VOR navigational coverage of th eir entire
route* Because of incomplete coverage by VOR f a c i l i t i e s over the Las Vegas Reno,
Nevada portion of th e ir route and the planned continuation of low frequency radio
f a c i l i t i e s over the remaining p ortion , they considered i t economically inadvisable
to equip th e ir f l e e t at th is time with VOR airborne equipment. This decision was
contrary to the recommendations of our agents.

A two day in stru ctio n program on T category performance was conducted at the
¿j^gional O ffice by Messrs. M. J . Brown and J . J . Ross, Engineering F lig h t Test
''branch, on Januaiy 28 and 29. Eighteen Aviation Safety Agents attended. The Los 

Angeles, Burbank, San Diego, Long. Beach and San Francisco Aviation Safety D is tr ic t
O ffices were represented. Regional O ffice Aviation Safety personnel also attended
th is course. A re p e titio n of the course i s recommended fo r the near future to allow
a ll agents working on ‘heavy” a ir c r a f t to standardize understanding of this, su b ject.

The 2l*-hour in te n s ifie d inspection program on irreg u la r a ir ca rrie rs was conducted
. February 1$ and 16 at Burbank, Oakland, Long Beach and San Diego. This program

was sim ilar to that applied to irreg u lar operators of C I+6 a ir c ra f t l a s t January 1 ,
2 and 3 hut included a l l “large irre g u la r” operations involving passenger carriag e.
Reports indie ate the usual minor discrepancies.

Two Japanese in d u s tr ia lis ts , Messrs. Iwataro Nakagawa, A ssistan t.to Vice Pres
ident, and Paul T. Shoda, Executive Vice President, Central Japanese Heavy Industry,
L td ., were conducted on a tour through P a cific Airmotive Company by representatives

.o f the Burbank ASDO* These gentlemen were in terested in obtaining the la te s t in fo r
'^prtion on f a c i l i t i e s and procedures used in the overhaul of large a ir c a rr ie r engines.

Their company plans to e sta b lish an overhaul base in the Japanese Islands sh o rtly .

J i J « . M

“USE OF PREFERENTIAL RUNWAYS IS URGED

"A sp ecia l b u lle tin i s being dispatched to the more than 500,000 licen sed p i
lo ts of the U. S . through the C iv il Aeronautics Adm inistration, the Air Line P ilo ts
Association and a l l organized transport groups, requesting th at a l l p ilo ts u t i l i s e
p re feren tia l runways which w ill divert talee offs and approaches over le a s t congested
areas in the v ic in ity of a irp o rts , reserving to the p ilo t the r ig h t of f in a l decision
where any question of safety is involved. Recommendation came from the National Air
Transport Coordinating Committee, headed by E. V. Rickeribacker, president and general
manager of Eastern Air L in e s .”

*
American Aviation D aily
February ¿0, 19¡>2
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President to appoint a Commission to study the problems of airport location s in
re la tio n to populated areas to which James D o o little has been appointed Chairman with
our Administrator, Mr, Home, serving on the Commission,

With regard to the O ffice cf A irports, a c la r if ie d policy statement of CAA*s
p osition re la tiv e to m ilitary use of c iv i l airports was discussed and has now been
disseminated.

In Aviation Safety , se lectio n s fo r s ta ffin g key positions in the Washington
O ffice and in the Regions under the revised organization structure were made, A
sta tu s report on the prototype a ir c ra f t te s tin g program was given, A request i s being
made of the Congress to provide funds fo r the te s tin g of j e t transport types. While
a number of areas of te stin g have been suggested, i t was believed desirable to con­
centrate our e f fo r ts on th is one program which appeared most important a t the present
time*

In Federal Airways, the progress of Airways Operations in teg ratio n was reviewed
and i t appears th a t th is program is progressing s a t is fa c to r i ly , A discussion of
Regional problems in connection with sta ff in g of combined f a c i l i t i e s brought out the
p o sitiv e p olicy statement by the D irector of Federal Airways th at formula sta ffin g
fig u res are maximum fig u res and sta ff in g determinations fo r combined f a c i l i t i e s or any
other f a c i l i t i e s should be on the b asis of actual requirements to do the jo b . Plans
fo r carrying out the FATAC personnel and organization proposals were considered and i t
was agreed th a t fu rth er studies in th is area were desirable before f in a liz in g the pro
gram, The Regions w ill be circu larized fo r fu rth er comment in th is m atter.

From a Regional standpoint, one of the highlights of the Regional Administrators*
Conference was the award made by Secretary of Commerce Sawyer to our Rex Brown fo r
outstanding achievement. This su b ject is covered more fu l ly elsewhere in th is pub
lic a t io n , We are proud that an individual in our Region has made such a su bstan tia l
contribution to CAA# I wish also to mention the fa c t that our Aviation Safety people
made an excellen t showing in the examinations conducted n ation ally in connection with
the Aviation Safety reorganization. Here again, we are proud of our people.

# # # * # # # #

• SUGGESTION PROGRAM

Status of the Suggestion Program:

Suggestions received th is f i s c a l year through 2 27 52
Suggestions on hand from la s t f i s c a l year

105
52

“157Total

Total suggestions considered th is f i s c a l year thru 2 27 52

Suggestions adopted
Suggestions forwarded to Washington
Suggestions re jec ted

22#
36
63

121#
#Two suggestions adopted were also forwarded to Washington

Balance on hand 38

.18
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QUESTION BOX?
V , iK

I was a C iv il Service employee from A pril, 19i;6 to October, 195'0 at which iiiae
I was released through a reduction in fo rce , I was reemployed by C iv il Service
in June, 1951, in the same f ie ld and am s t i l l in th at position* I ha^'; never
held a permanent appointment. Am I e lig ib le fo r a permanent appointment,, jrnder 
any existin g ru les or regulations?

You may be e lig ib le under Executive Order 10157 which provides:

(1) That any employee of the Federal government serving in an. active duty
status on August . 28, 1950 sh a ll acquire a permanent status upon compliance

. with the following conditions:

(a) The employee must have service continuously in a fu ll tim e active
duty, status;, >iithout a break in ¡ service of more than six ty calendar
days during the two years immediately prior to August 28, 1950, the
date of ,the Order.

(b) Have a "Good” or b etter effic ien cy rating ,at the time of the Order.

(c ) The action must be recommended by the head of the agency within s ix
months a fte r the Order. This period of time may be extended i f th is ,
action was not taken in erro r.

(d) The employee must qualify in a su itable non competitive examination
as the C iv il Service Commission may p rescribe.

What should the trav eler do with an unused plane or tra in tick e t purchased with
a government transportation request?

He should always attached the unused portion of the t ic k e t and the white copy of
the transportation request to his expense voucher. Such tick e ts should HOT be 
surrendered to the c a r r ie r . To obtain the proper credit for unused tic k e ts or
portions of t ic k e ts , we need the t ic k e t to support our claim to the c a rr ie r .
Surrender of the tic k e t to the ca rrie r causes considerable confusion and delay
in receiving the cred it*

Hay an employee who is s a tis f ie d with his performance ratin g seek review only of
remarks or comments concerning one or two elements, fa c to rs , or aspects, of the
rating with which he is d issa tisfied ? .

According to a recent in terp retation by the C iv il Service Commission, an employee 
may appeal the ad jective rating only. I f he is sa tis f ie d with the adjective
ra tin g , he may not appeal one or two elements or fa c to r evaluations.

■19
V,
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I3MSAC: During tte past two months, we have administered fiv e Area Rating
tiilrte en C e rtific a tio n examinations, to meet the Regional O ffice deadline,

so we have managed to keep reasonably busy# Now that we have some experience y ,
with the oral type of c e r t if ic a t io n examination, we consider i t much superior to
the w ritten t e s t . I t not only reveals whether the applicant knows the su b je c t,
but demonstrates h is a b i l i ty to use his newly acquired knowledge.

Our lo c a l paper recen tly published an item which may prove helpful in con­
nection with F lig h t Assistance Serv ice . Seems a p ilo t departed from Buchanan 
F ie ld a t Concord in h is four place Stinson Voyager, fo r a pleasure tr ip south
of the border. He picked up h is fa th er at Corona, then proceeded to Thermal, WJJ
where he inquired about any regulations to be observed before recrossing the bor
der in to C alifo rn ia . Apparently there was nothing of which he was not already
apprised, fo r he had made th is tr ip b efo re . A fter a pleasant and uneventful tr ip
to Guaymas and Mazatlan, where the v aca tio n ists spent nearly two weeks deep sea
fish in g fo r s a i l f is h and dolphin, they headed north fo r M exicali, the port of
entry . Since there is no radio at M exicali, the p ilo t was unable to contact the
f ie ld from his plane to inform the Mexican Customs o ff ic e r s th at they were coming
in to c le a r th e ir departure from Mexico and th e ir entry into the United States*
On landing at M exicali, they were contacted by Mexican o f f ic ia ls and a fte r a
delay cf a few hours were sent on th eir way to Calexico to face the U. S . Customs
and immigration o f f i c ia l s . This is where the trouble took p lace. Because they
hadn*t phoned the o f f ic ia ls before leaving M exicali, the two men were told not
to get out of th e ir plane u n til the customs o f f ic e r could come out from town, a
fiv e or ten minute w ait. This phoning before arriv al was news to the p i lo t , but
because of his fa ilu re to do so he was su b ject to a $500 fin e and the same held
true fo r the Immigration Serv ice . The customs fin e was reduced to $25 a fte r
the p ilo t protested , but the immigration fin e remained $500. A le t t e r of p ro test
and request for m itigation has been f i le d , but at the time th is a r t ic le was
w ritten , the p ilo t had not received a rep ly . As a resu lt of th is unfortunate ex
perience the p ilo t suggests that a l l p ilo ts planning tr ip s to Mexico observe the
follow ing: (1) contact U. S . Customs; (2) Contact U. S . Immigration; (3) Contact
U. S . public health O ffice r; (k ) Contact the CAA* (Continued on next page)

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA:
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ASDOs Taloa Academy has completed the train ing of eleven Indonesian Flig h t
T iig a to rs . This train ing was considered highly su ccessfu l, in view of language
d if f ic u lt ie s and other o b sta cle s , as a l l but two of the students were c e r t if ic a te d .
One student f u l f i l l e d a l l of the requirements for c e r t i f ic a t io n , but was only twenty
years old and, th erefo re , could not hold our F lig h t Navigator ra tin g . Agent Leckie
conducted four of the p ra c tica l examinations, and he was impressed with the i n i t i a
tiv e and knowledge demonstrated by the students.

On Monday, January 28, 1952, the S h e r if f ’ s O ffice in Martinez asked Agent Gossard
to give them the name of the owner of the a ir c r a f t which was buzzing homes in the
v ic in ity of Brentwood. Our f i l e s did not contain the record, so a dispatch was sent
to the LAX In sac. A reply came back in a matter of minutes with inform ation th at the
a ir c ra f t was based in San Jo se 0 In another few minutes, we had obtained the p i lo t ’ s
name and address and, in tu rn , furnished the s h e r if f with our inform ation. The f o l
lowing Monday, we received a copy of the co u rt’ s decision. A ll action in th is case
was completed within one week.

Agent Leckie addressed the Sertoma Club of Oakland on radio navigation aids and
the RTCA program, using the speech handbook fo r h is m ateria l. The address was well

(■Reived as evidenced by the many questions asked at the conclusion of the ta lk and
^ 3 in v ita tio n to return at a la te r date to discuss other aspects of the work of the
C iv il Aeronautics Administration.

We are working with the Oakland Chamber of Commerce, Aviation Committee, on a 
p ilo ts* forum, the date of which w ill be announced la te r*

/ Supervising Agent Davis attended the dedication of a plaque honoring Robert
\ f i le r at the San Jose Municipal Airport in recognition of the contribution he has made
to av iation . His transcontinental f l ig h t in 1911 was a fa r cry from the present
fl ig h ts across the United S ta te s .

TOWERs On January 23, 1952, a B 29, en route to Travis AFB from McChord AFB,
advised t Kat he was somewhere south of Red B lu ff at llj.,000’ and had lo s t a l l his low
frequency radio equipment. The Oakland Center a lerted Red B lu ff VHF D/F and th at
sta tio n advised that the a ir c r a f t was on a bearing of lhO° from Red B lu ff . M offett

(^ F D /F could s a t is fa c to r i ly pick up the a ir c r a f t and ta lk to the p ilo t at the same
m ine. Therefore, M offett VHF D/F gave the p ilo t courses to f l y to bring the a ir c r a f t
over M offett, descended him using VHF D/F only u n til he was c lea r of clouds, at which 
time the f l ig h t proceeded underneath to Travis AFB.

Senior C ontroller Zauche knows now exactly what i t means to be ’’snowed under”.
While on a recent sk i t r ip , B i l l got in the way of a snow slid e and ended up, up ended.
However,“B i l l f e l t no i l l e f fe c ts except that his love of skiing has decreased con
siderably.

On January 2h, 1952, the Chief C ontroller attended a p riv a te^ p ilo ts ’ conference
held in the Junior High School Auditorium at Santa Cruz, C a lifo rn ia . The meeting was
preceded by a pot luck supper. Representatives from the Regional O ffice , Salinas
INSAC and the Palo A lto ASDO also attended. (Continued on next page)
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SACRAMENTO:

Tower: Preparing fo r the proposed consolidation of Sacramento INSAC and tower
overshadows any item of newsth at has happened at Sacramento*

The p ast winter has been the b u siest fo r approach control since i t s inauguration
on May 22, 19h9 and i t also brought to lig h t the f a c t th at p ractice of simulated
approaches with Mather Air Force Base a ir c r a f t , during the summer months,'has helped'
immeasurably in handling th e ir a ir c r a f t under actual instrument conditions*

I t might also be noted that a considerable amount of Mather A ir Force train ing
i s carried on in T 29 (Convair) type a ir c r a f t which have automatic IIS equipment*
Automatic landings have been made o ff the Sacramento ILS with only the th ro ttle s
being handled manually*

During the past three weeks, Hamilton Field based C-U7*s have been carrying
on a train in g program using the Sacramento Range and ILS, under actu al instrument
conditions* Landings have been made with v is ib i l i t y as low as 3/8 m iles and c e ilin g
as low as 100 fe e t*

t t * « * « * * * *

A. H. HADFIELD APPLIES FOR DISABILITY1 RETIREMENT

Arta H* Hadfield, C hief, F a c i l i t i e s D ivision, now on sick leav e, has applied
fo r d is a b ility retirem ent* Last October, Haddy was forced to take six weeks* sick
leave because of a perforated u lcer which affected his heart* He returned to a lim itei
duty statu s November 26, but soon discovered he had not regained h is normal h ealth . 0:
the advice of h is physician, he has submitted his request fo r d is a b ility retirem ent*

Al Horning has been designated by the Regional Administrator as the Acting Divi
sion Chief*

CAPITAL GLEANINGS

Congress has one eye on the calendar as i t hustles through pending le g is la tio n *
I t s members are preoccupied with thoughts of the November e lectio n s and, in th e ir pre
sent hurry to get home to the home fo lk s , le g is la t iv e action in a l l categories i s bound
to be lim ited at th is session*

There w ill be few, i f any, worker b en e fits ruled on th is year* Key measures such
as retirem ent, lib e r a liz a t io n , increased overtime pay, unemployment compensation and
others w ill be victim s of the sp ecial circumstances of th is e le c tio n year*

Longer Work Day: I t i s a p o s s ib ility that work days of the CAA, as well as many
other agencies, may be lengthened to provide fo r a minimum. k$ minute lunch period. The
Budget Bureau has been asked to study the Goveramenb lunch problem in order to deter
mine adequacy of the thirty m inute period. Attitude of some top Government o f f i c ia l s
**Leave i t to the individual agencies to adm inister”* (Continued on next page)
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The Whitten Amendment, which lim its promotions of more than one grade in a 
^ span (except in c e rta in cases) continues to be c r it ic iz e d as unjust and un
workable« Consequently, the Administration plans to haul up i t s b iggest guns in an 
a ll o u t e f fo r t to knock i t out at th is session of Congress «..The Senate Expenditure
Committee i s making an in v estig ation of the General Services Administration, as well
as the procurement p o lic ie s of a l l Federal Agencies. O ffic ia ls expect more concentra
tion of procurement in the GSA as a resu lt of th is in q u iry ...

The average salary of Federal workers id §395h per ainum. This figure includes
the recen t pay r a is e . Figures recen tly released which cover the f i s c a l year 1950 dis
close th a t 17,288 Federal employees were dismissed fo r cause in th a t year. Causes
ranged from incompetence to in to x ica tio n on duty...The Senate has unanimously approved 
le g is la tio n to tra n sfe r Federal employee lo y a lty investigations from the F .B .I . to
the C iv il Service Commission, which w ill require about 2,000 new in v estig ato rs to
handle the jo b . F .B .I . requested the switch.

* * * * * * *

The follow ing l e t t e r was received by the Chief of the Oakland Airport Control Tow r̂
the President^ Board of Port Commissioners of the Port of Oakland s

»As you may have noticed in the p ress, the Oakland Municipal A irport, on February 16,
was presented the H arris Franklin Trophy fo r outstanding aviation safety and operation
during the year by the San Francisco S h e r if f* s Air Squadron.

"In making the p resentation , A. E. Lattim ore, commander of the S h e riff fs Air Squad
ron, said :

u ,In sp ite of a widespread tendency among large municipal a irp orts throughout
the country to ignore, harass, and exclude the private f l i e r in th e ir operation
of municipally owned f a c i l i t i e s , Oakland has estab lish ed and maintained an en­
v iable record in handling sa fe ly , e f f ic ie n t ly , and courteously a large volume
of a ir t r a f f ic im p artia lly and f a i r ly .*

"The Oakland Board of Port Commissioners is well aware of the fa c t that i t owes
this outstanding award to the fin e e ffo r ts of yourself and th e s ta f f of the CAA Control
IJper a t the a irp o rt, as w ell as to the e ffo r ts of i t s own f ie ld personnel $ and the
Board takes th is opportunity of expressing i t s appreciation to you and your s t a f f for your
effo rts in making the operations a t the Oakland Municipal Airport one of the most out
standing in the Nation.

"To fu rth er recognize your fin e cooperation with the public and the airport ad
m inistration, a copy of th is l e t t e r is being forwarded to the proper au th o rities of
the C iv il Aeronautics A dm inistration."
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