
       

    
      

   

 

              
          

            
           

           
            

       

           
               

           
          

      

          
            

          
            

           
              

                
          

             
           
 

              
            
               
             

               
          

             
            

,Y NEWSLETTER OF SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL AND WASHINGTON ACTIVITIES

CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
VOLo I n NOa 5 JUNE 1 1948

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR0S COLUMN

Oklahoma C ity Conference

On May 11 and 12 there was* a conference of Regional Administrators in Oklahoma
City» Washington representatives were Mr» A l K^ch, Assistant Administrator fo r
Safety Regulation^ Messrs0 E0 So Hensley and J» F» W arlick, Deputy Assistant Admin
istrators^ Mro Howard F» Rough, Assistant Administrator fo r F ield Operations, and
Mr0 Rod Sturteyantj, Deputy Assistant Administrator 0 The conference was ca lled fo r
the primary purpose of discussing Safety Regulation matters, but some of the in fo r
mation developed should be of in terest to a llo

Mr» Rentzel, new CAA Administrator, w i l l assume the duties o f that o ffic e on
June lo At thet time, i t is understood that Mr0 Fred Lee, presently serving as
Acting Administrator, w i l l assume the duties of Deputy Administrator fo r a l l CAA
functions» In his previous capacity as Deputy Administrator he exercised ju r isd ic
tion over only Airways and Safety Regulation a c t iv it ie s 0

Among the items discussed was the Rational Promotion Plan«, A l l Regions re
ported that they were experiencing extended delays in f i l l i n g vacancies through the
National Promotion Plan0 The Washington representatives were cognizant of th is ob
jectionable feature and have done some work toward reducing the delays» For in
stance, fo r Safety Regulation vacancies, the Washington O ffice now w i l l in stitu te
a procedure by which in the same dispatch which advises a Region that one of it s
people has been selected fo r a NPP vacancy, the Region w i l l a lso be advised of the
names of thè three qua lified e l ig ib le s to f i l l the resu lting vacancy0

I t was the consensus that a study should be made to improve the method of
rating promotional aptitude and the Washington O ffice representatives agreed to make
such a study»

There is some b e lie f that the name of the O ffice o f Safety Regulation should
be changed» The use o f the word R egu lation apparently has been misunderstood
to mean promulgation of regulations which is a function of the CAB rather than CAA»
It is therefore proposed to change the name ^o O ffice o f Aviation Saiety 0 When
this change is made, i t is also planned to sim plify the names o f the Services and
t̂ he corresponding Regional Branches» Under th is proposal the A irc ra ft and Com
ponents Branch w i l l become simply the A irc ra ft Branch» I t was also suggested that
the t i t l e of Safety Regulation Inspectors be changed to that of Agent » For
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. T® *gen i™ uld be purely an organizational term rather than a elas
l T V u n *i2‘ • ctass±fi ° a tl°n Serdes haa only recently been estab

a ^ t h e ^ f f ^ 11 * * r v f * Brid it^ is 'not desiredto delay the conducting of examinations
^ permanent status by our personnel. Appropriate d irectives to make

TtP8SB chailS®s are iiowbexng prepared by Washington

You i l l remember that recently the Region was c ircu larized to obtain volunteers
r f o r e i p missions in South American countries. A number o f people from the Sixth

had1 ?51.^ 0l t n/t*ered f r these foreign assignments. The South American countries concerned
had indicated to our State Department that they were d e s ir o s T f g e t t i ^ the s e r ! w !

req«stedU?otcLlribet • ^ arta» *’ut they ««' not consummate the wittef agreements when
been d i f f e r ^ c ibUte financing o f the m issions. Therefore, th is program has
volunteered*#*«« ! T 0f * * y#t m* t e r ia l i z « . but in general those o f you who havevolunteered ®an re lax u n til something new does develop«,

a l l o ^ th l f iw s 0? ^ th® f « reno«» the entire group was qonduoted on a tour v is it in g

The JV^fon^raining^Com m unioations^Branoh^rintenm c^Teohnicians
maint enance prob

m

RENTZEL SELECTED TO HEAD CM

of Ciril^Aeronautios has SUC * SS r * P

. . r r * E i d , E t Truman recently nominated Deles Wilson Rentzel, 3 9 year old radio oxoert
a t Z r Î : r ; Th* S™ t e oonfirmed:th is appo in tan t on May 5?h * i c L T t l ™

sums h U S w d u t i f s T M ! 3 . d ^ T d/ 3 Secretary o f Commerce. He is scheduled to asbum® nis new duties as CAA Admmistrator on June 1©

uatio ifrom reO TS A o^rad^* to^S 2 9 ^aSp o * lo w i^ rhis^graduation^0he^servedr twDn0* * ■ *
radio expert in the Navy. from 1931 to 1934,1a w as^ith to e r io ^ lim ays Tn o**« T ‘
raffle operator and station manager. During the period ftek 1934 to 194^ h. h^id th ! „ t

executive°hMd ff lT A ir o n a r t io l l la d io ^ ° “ r gafflzing"A 1 ^ “ 8sumed « 4
1944 to 1947. H. presently holds th . ¿osition o f R a d ^ f* * **

SPECIAL RECOGNITION

Branch has b S T Î L ^ S Î S K î Æ & Î T ? * 1?* Div* sion A irc ra ft and Components
measurement o f rudder pedal forces The i d e ^ f o i l h * . developing an instrument fo r the
Holman and Mr Rev 7 * ld ? fo r th ls instrument was conceived by Mr.
in W 4 5 . 7 ®U (f0rm#r Chlef> F light Engineering D ivision , Sixth Region)

REGIONAL BOARD COMPLETES REVIEW OF EFFICIENCY PATINGS

Airman*SA f lH !1 H ad fie ld ,1* f M a rt * * Stipeto * * R? ! Ì T Ì Administrator; Robert E. Dake o f
R iley , Regional Personnel O ffic e r ? U Johnson o f Airways Operations and Glyndon
fio iency fa t in g S S ^ ^

n
t

d
i»

i
b
b

e
D

a

Mr0 Hadfield is th f new addition t© the Board,
dent o f the Cemmunications Branch» succeeding Ho Wo McKinley, Superinten

Mr<
year o R iley has been nleoted as Committee Chairman fo r the remainder o f the ra tin g
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Committee hear m gr on this year9s rating have been completed and the preparation of
the notification s lip s co the employees is now underway©

CLASSIFICATION OF INSPECTOR POSITIONS

During the week ©f A p ril 26-30* Mr<> Ernest Hensley* Deputy Assistant Administrator
for Safety Regulations* Mr0 Don Harvey* Personnel O fficer* and Mr© Russell Kunz* Chief
©f the C la ss ific a t io n D ivision ©f the Washington Office* were in this Region fo r the
purpose ©f obtaining information concerning the c la s s i f ie a t m o f Safety Regulation in «
spector positions©

Conferences were held with the Regional Administrator* the Executive O fficer* the
Regional Personnel O fficer* Branch Superintendents and D ivision Chiefs o f the Safety
Regulation Branches* in which various problems concerning c la ss ific a t io n were discues©d*o

In order to secure additional spec ific information* several d is t r ic t o ffic e s and one
factory inspection o ffic e (Lockheed) were v isitedo The information obtained in these
f ^ l d v is ita t io n s and from the conferences held w i l l be used in formulating c la ss ific a t io n
^ p c ific a t io n s fo r the positions concernedo

REVISED REGIONAL WAREHOUSE CATALOG

At the request of the Washington O ffice* the Sixth Region is currently engaged in
reproducing two thousand copies o f the revised Warehouse Catalog t© provide for d istribu
tion to a l l Regionso The revised catalog w i l l be d istributed to the f ie ld by June 20, 1948*

Many @f the suggestions received from f ie ld personnel have been incorporated in the
new edition and every e ffo r t has been mad© to elim inate duplication* provide better c las
s ification ©f items and to furnish a more comprehensive index«,

T© accomplish the objective of better c la s s ific a t io n and s t i l l provide room fo r ad­
dition o f new items* p a rt icu la r ly those which w i l l be reported by other regions* i t has been
¡necessary to renumber the entire catalogo

Several improvements have been incorporated in the new numbering system; fo r example*
manufacturers? part numbers are being shown in parentheses below the warehouse stock num
ber in the case o f engine generator parts wad commercial designation o f tub© types* prefixed
ty class number wQ9n is being used as the Warehouse Catalog number in the radio tube section«
»»9 believe that th is modification w i l l fa c i l it a te id en tifica tion of items0

As the f i r s t step in the reproduction process* Addressograph p lates were embossed fe r
®ach o f the approximately eleven thousand items© These p lates carry the catalog number and
complete description o f each item carried in warehouse stock© The plates* arranged in
numerical sequence by class* are used in preparing the masters required in the M u ltilith
processo

Reproduction o f the 1*400*000 pages required fo r the national catalog is being accom®
lished with M u ltilith equipment recently acquired by the Region© This method of reproduc

tion resu lts in more leg ib le copies0

The revised catalog w i l l be considerably smaller than the f i r s t edition* to ta lin g
lPproximately 350 sheets printed front and back© Since the new catalog w i l l be less cumber-
©me than the f i r s t issue* the complete catalog w i l l be d istributed to a l l f ie ld fa c i l i t ie s
astead e f the lim ited c lass d istribu tion o r ig in a lly planned«.
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Th® assignmen' . mew catalog numbers necessitates reshelvimg ©f warehouse stocks^
therefore* routine Ware’ m s e operations w il l b© suspended fo r a tw© weeks period be
ginning June X5o During this interval* only emergency requisitions w il l be fille d ©
Revised Standard All©wance R©c©rd of Consumption forms bearing the new catalog numbers
are mow being prepared and w i l l be issued to a ll fa c i l it ie s operated under th® Station
Stock Control Plan p rio r to the effective date of the revised catalog«.

While the revised catalog is believed t© be a d istinct improve.¡sent ever the f i r s t
edition* we realize that numerous revisions w i l l be necessary in the fu ture0 Your con
tinued cooperation in offering constructive critic ism is rec aestedo

As o f January 1* 1948* C alifo rn ia had a to ta l of 10*221 registered aircraft© This
was over twice the total of any ©thor state with th© exception of Texas* which held the
second spot with 8*347 airoraft© The Californ ia total represented an increase o f 1*765
registrations over the preceding year© This increase was almost double the increase re
ported by any other state0

A recent survey mad© in the Sixth Region by f ie ld inspectors of th© Non Scheduled
Operations Division reveals an amazing assortment o f a irc ra ft uses in cammercial flying©
Hunting lo st persons and a ir police ac tiv it ie s top the l i s t of 52 d iffe ren t types ©f opera
tions reported by over 1*000 operators using over 2*000 a ircra fto Many operators are en
gaged in several d ifferent activ ities* and a single plane is frequently used fo r a number
ef related jobs© Nevertheless* i t does show that p ilots and planes are available fo r an
incredible variety of jobs in th© Rei* ©

The Radi© Technical Cemmission fo r Aeronautics* in it s S» C© 31 report* has proposed
a fifteen year program ef airways development© The objective of the plan is to provide
all weather electronic airways© The plan w i l l require the expenditure of $836*600*000
and w ill* i f successful* improve the effic iency of the present Federal Airways system
by better than 5Ĉ 0 The chart following shows the planned evolution of airborne and I
ground equipment©

When complete* the target potential or system w il l consist ©f 550 en route stations
equipped with search radar* t r a f f ic data relay equipment* safety separation equipment
(block sign a ls ) and Nav—Aidf 550 airport control areasf and 50 general control areas*
each of which w il l contain a general planning unit and a deta il flow control unit©

Th® system is designed to handle a f le e t of 100*000 a irc ra ft o f which 55*000
w il l be private planes* 10*000 a ir lin e transports and 35*000 m ilitary aircra fto Approx
imately 15*000 m ilitary planes and 5*000 commercial a ir lin e rs are expected to be equipped
with dual airborne equipment for safety purposes©

Major technical problems to be solved in th© target system include development
e f a schedule computer and the private line communications system© Top p rio r ity is
recommended fo r private line research and development since i t is a key in both interim

target systems and w i l l re lieve the already overcrowded voice communications

CALIFORNIA LEADS NATION IN NUMBER OF REGISTERED AIRCRAFT

PILOT INGENUITY FINDS NEW JOBS FOR AIRCRAFT m

PLANNING THE AIRWAYS

channels©
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EVOLUTION CHART CF AIRBORNE EQUIPKET*

NAVIGATION
INTERIM: L . F . Range

L . F . Compass
* DME, Coarse Computer

C lid e Path Marker, Nav.
Receivers

Airborne Radar
Terrain Clearance Inc.

TARGET: Navigation Equip.
(includ ing D isp lay )

TRAFFIC CONTROL
INTERIM: Transponder
TARGET: P rivate Line

Transponder (Includ
ing D isp lay )

19A8 * 1950

COMMUNICATION
L . F . and H. F . Comm.
V .H .F . and U.H .F. Coma.

1952 19SA 1956 1958 1960 1962 196A

(Obsolescent)
(Obsolescent)

(Obsolescent except« f o r long distances)

* DME service remains unchanged
when integrated with the ta rge t
navigation equipment

LEGEND: «*■ . a . Development
• ■ • • « ■ T r i a ls , Prod. & Ins t in .

In Use
Secondary Service

EVOLUTION CHART OF GROUND EQUIPMENT

NAVIGATION
In terim : L . F . Radio Ranges

L . F . Locators
VHF Two Course Ranges, \

VOR, U S , Marker J
vc DME Beacon

GCA
S u rv e illan ce Radar

VHF-ADF
Radar Beacons

T a rge t : Nav A id,Land ing and!
T ak eo ff, A irp o rt . /

N av igation Monitors.
TRAFFIC CONTROL

1948 1950 1952 1954 1956 1958 1960 1962 1964 1966

(O bso lescent)

,

In terim : Manual Posting
Time U t i l iz a t io n 1
Approach C ontro l V

In te r lo ck s J
Secondary Radar

T a rg e t : A irp o r t Time U t i l i z a
t io n , Separation ,
T r a f f i c Data Relay
F lig h t P lanning and
Flow C o ntro l, Su rv .
Radar (In c lu d . Display;)

COMMUNICATION
L . F . and H. F . Comm.
Interphone Teletype
V .H .F . it U .H .F . Comm.

Microwave P o in t to Point

(O bso lescent)

(O bso lescent)

■■ ^Obsolescent)

(O bso lescent except f o r long d istan ces )

• DME s e m e « remains unchanged LEGEND: f »Development
when in teg ra ted w ith the ta rg e t ■ ■ » • « ■ T r ia ls , Prod. & Ih s t ln .
n av iga tion equipment h m in Use

MmaXiMB Secondary Serv ice

____________ 

_________________ _______ 

__________ 
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TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT CITHER EXPERIMENTS FOR CM

The CM maintains äh experimental station* th® Technical Development Center* at th®
Indianapolis Municipal A irpert in Indiana® Th© Technical Development SefVi ce provides
th® in it ia l pelat of contact between the operating units of the CAA and new developments
in aeronauticso

The Technical Development Service dees net engage in basic research ®r attempt to
invent unless invention occurs as a byproduct of its normal .ctivitieso Its function is
to encourage the development of p ractica l devices* procedures* and engineering standards
having applications of value in th# aeronautical field® This is don® by undertaking tech
aica l evaluation studies o f developments being carried on in industry or elsewhere and
furnishing specialized knowledge* and assistance t© the organization doing the work«

The Center5s sixty buildings* housing o ffice * laboratory* hangar and shop activ it ie s
occupy about 285 acres o f the Insianapolis a irport area® Its s t a f f o f over 200* most of
whom are engineers* is engaged in three major fie ld s o f works
and appliance development* and airports development,

radio development* a irc ra ft

Th# a irc ra ft development pregram currently is la rge ly deveted to a irc ra ft f i r e pre ^
tien in the engine installation* and the design of fuel tanks te insure resistance to im­
pact in a ©rash® Th© Center has two fire testin g laborateries* one for reciprocating*
conventional type engines* where tests are being conducted en B 29?s and the Leekheed Con
stitution* and on© fo r tests with jo t engines* financed by the Navy and A irfo rce 0

Th© fire to st laboratory consists o f a special building with a large room* open at
each ©ad* ia which engines and parts o f plane wings and fuselages are placed* over which
flames can be blown by a hugh *tunnel blower to simulate actual f l ig h t conditions® Hero*
fire s a l l kinds ar© started* studied* and extinguished* in an attempt to remove th©
hazards of f ire in flight®

The a irc ra ft d ivision has also don© some structural work such as testing and develop
ment o f impact resistant windshields® Instead of testing a windshield panel in a labora
tory t® see how hard it can bo struck in a b ird co llis io n bofer© i t breaks* CAA technicians
at the Center sheet the carcasses ©f fre sh ly k illed chickens at an airplane windshield
at speeds equal te th# cruising speed of the airplaneo CAA obtained a compressed a ir
from the Westinghouse E lectric Company* capable ©f shooting birds weighing as much as 20
pounds at speeds up to 450 miles an hour® Since 1942* th© CAA has assisted fourteen manu
facturers of transport planes with specific tests t© guide them in th© design of th e ir wind
shield panels and frames® The cests o f such tests are charged to the manufacturer®

The airports development division is working on the construction of sub grade that
w il l permit measurement of lead distribution through fle x ib le pavementso This branch has
also developed means for measuring the moisture content of so ils beneath pavements and de
termining shearing stresses in airport pavement produced by a irc ra ft wwarming upw0

The airports division also guides the administration of the Areata* California* Land
ing Aids Experiment Station®

v *■ . ■ .I ■\ •>
In radio development* CAA has been responsible for every development and tho estab

lishment ©f every radio fa c i l it y in use on the Federal Airways t© dat©* including th®
lew frequency ranges that make up th# present navigational system* the very high frequency
markers and lecation markers* the very high frequency communications systems* including
radio teletype* VHF omnidirectional ranges* distance measuring equipment* and instrument
landing system®
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PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH HAROLD BROMLEY

For a co lorfu l career in th© fie ld ®f aviation* we nominate Harold Bromley* F light
personnel Division Chief ®f the Airman Branch* who has had one ©f the most spectacular©

la tabulating ever 11*000 hours in th® a ir* Bromley»s aeronav cal background dates
from the Ffell of 1917 when he was a f l i e r in the Royal A ir Fen®««

Probably his greatest claim f©r national attention occurred in September 1930 whoa ho
made the f i r s t a t t e s t * with the famed Harold Gatty as his navigator* to span the Pacifie
in a nen step flig h t from Tokyo* Japan* to Tacoma* Washington© A fter 30 hours in the air*
he was compelled to return t® Japan due t© carbon monoxide gas leakage into the cabin from
a fau lty coHoc tor ringo

Another sign ificant ac00115)lishment came in 1933 when he crossed the United States
in a D iesel powered a irc ra ft fly ing from New York t@ Los Angeles© He held at that tin*© the
unoffic ia l longest non stop record fl ig h t fo r a Diesel airplane©

In 1931 te 1936* he was engaged in th© operation of an a ir lin e in Mexico CIAo A fro
I aautics do la Sierra* in which ho transported passengers* mail* express, gold and s i lv f r
I bullion and heavy freight in the in terio r o f Chihuahua®

In 1936* he took employment with the Bureau of A ir Commerce as an aeronautical i^spec
I tor* taking ever as the Superintendent of the C iv ilian P ilo t Training Service in May i f
I 19^2© He assumed his present duties as an Airman Division Chief in August* 1946o

SAFETY REGULATION SERVICE HI LITES

Flight Operations Branchs

\ \ u i ® p te r operations© Th© Washington Office Operations Service and the Legal Section
xW© been working with this Region in developing a new section to be added t© the regula
tions©

r I
The experience gained in the past eight months in the Les Angeles Airways whieh pro

vides shuttle airm ail service for the metropolitan area* is being used as a yardstick in
I determining the type of regulation necessary to adequately cover helicopter operations©

I Experience thus fa r indicates that an entire new conception ®f fligh t must be considered
I in as much as rotary wing a irc ra ft can proceed at reduced speeds and be safe ly flown at
I lower altitudes Ilian other fixed wing single engine aircraft© It can operate in and ©ut
I of busy airports without disrupting the normal flow of t r a f f ic as i t usually approaches
I at a right angle te and belew the pattern being flown by fixed wing aircraft©

I A ircraft and Components Branohg

Seek Cold Weather fe r A nti ic ing Tests

F light engineering inspector William Gray conducted an anti ic ing test ©n the Con-
I solidated Vultee Medel 240* fly ing over the Siskiyou Mountains in northern Californ ia and
I the Olympics in the area east o f Seattle* Washington© He encountered rather heavy icing

conditions* but i t was determined that additional tests w il l be required, as the heat ex
j changers did net provide su ffic ien t heat t© remove the ic e 0

cz>fits*
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F ligh t Engine* ig Inspector Bert Lo Bantl© conducted sim ilar tests ©a a United Air3
Lises DC-6 with a n®»r c ctric cycling system f©r the prèpellero During the tests, heavy
icing conditions were encountered ever Colorado, Kansas and Hebraska, and the tests were
considered satisfact©ry0

Further tests are anticipated, and arrangements have been mad© fe r flig h ts int®
Canada and Alaska i f necessary t® find suitable icing conditionso * ^

Resume Tests en Heward Hughes Boat

Experimental f lig h t tests w il l be resumed ®n the large ©ight®©mgime Howard Hughes'
HK 1 cargo beat about June 15«, George Wo Haldemam, Superintendent ©f the A irc ra ft and
Cerapements Branchy w il l be the o f f ic ia l representative for the RFC during the tests©

DC-6 Engine Fires Reported

Douglas personnel report that three engine f ir e s have occurred on DC-6 a irc ra ft
since they were returned to service0 The f i r s t f i r e was ©m a United A ir Lines airplane
between Sam Franeisc® and Honolulu? the secend f i r e on a B ran iff airplane was detected
and extinguished before any appreciable damage resulted? and the th ird f ir e was ©n an
American A ir Lines airplane near Cleveland«, I t appears that a l l three were due to en
gine failureso The B ran iff and UAL fire s apparently occurred as a resu lt of cylinder
failures*, while Douglas indicated the Cleveland fire may have been caused by an im peller
or cylinder fa ilu reo

Airman Branch;

Hew Flight Panel to Reduce Operations Expens<

During World War I I , Lockheed A irc ra ft Corporation*, Burbank*, California*, developed
a flig h t engineers panel at a cost @f approximately $125,000o It took a year and seven
months to construct th is panel fo r us© in training flig h t engineerso T© date, there have
bee® 396 applicants trained through the use of th is panel*, which is located at the Burbank
planto

F ifty hours of practical f lig h t operation *re new required fo r a flig h t engineer03É 4
Q ih » Pa ì ® 1 *4*4 a w T f* 0 r v o n a l 4 0 ^c e rt ific a te f©r the Lockheed Constellation«, I f th is panel is approved*, twenty five of

the tota l f i f t y hours can be credited on this panel«. From an economic standpoint*, th is
would greatly reduce the present expense of flig h t p ractice0

FEDERAL AIRWAYS HI LITES

Preliminary ICAO Meeting Held

A preliminary agenda meeting on a ir t r a f f ic control was held May 24-28 at Seattle«,
This mseting was preliminary to the ICAO Herth Pacific Regional A ir Investigation Meeting
to be held at Seattle beginning July 13o Mr«, Go Io Smith, of the Regional O ffice, repre*
sonto d the Region at this preliminary conference
8 and 9 also participated«.

in which representatives from Regions 7,

Hew Plant and Structures Maintenance Sectors Established
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Hew Plant and Structures Maintenance Sectors have been established at Heedles, C aliforn ia*

and Hanksville, Utaho m** w«» *•■*»■ ««/i t»,« j j i ±.\ _ ».* _______________ m
nicians, respectively*

Mfo Henry Berg and Mr
at these new sectors

Jfsse Biddle are the Airways Maintenance Tech* •f
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^•^^t &Rd Structures Construction Projects

I Bid® have been advertised for the paving ©f the intermediate fie ld at Bryc$ Canyon«
I Construction work is now actually underway fe r the new MQR at Paseadere* C aliforn ia« The
Inew INSAC building at Sto George has been completed« Progress ©n construction of VOR
Iranges at Ukiah and Julian*, California* is being terporarily withhe d pending the results
■of experimentation with counterpoise screens on the Liebre Mountain range« I f these screens

revo in practice what they do in theory* Ukiah and Julian r nges may possibly be relocated
■to places mere accessible than presently selected mountain top sites« Construction of heus»
lin g units at Battle Mountain and Hanksville is proceeding rapidly and the addition of hous­
i n g units at Bryce Canyon w il l be seen underway«

Needles VOR Burns

Because o f a f ire e f undetermined origin^ the new VOR at Needles burned May 18« This
^ange has enly been coupleted and eperating on a test basis a matter ®f two weeks« The
transmitter building and contents are a eemplete less« I t is known that the f i r e did net
riginate from the standby plant and was apparentlyrhot due to gaseline or o il sources*

nt* ▼•Itage regulator overheating« The antenna tewer and ceunterpeise were net serieuslv
legged«

PME for Los Angeles

PMB (Distance Measuring Equipment) is scheduled fe r early in sta lla tion at the Los
ingoio s VOR and Localizer0 It is understood that the factory is about ready t© release

■quipmemt fer shipment to this Region« This project is a part ©f the approved EANF Pro
gram fa r f is c a l year 19480

Radar

I During the recent v is it e f technical personnel from the Washington Office* i t wag
that in sta lla tion is scheduled during April* 1949* fe r precision beam and sur

j i i i a n o e radar units at the Les Angelos airport« This w i l l be the f i r s t unit produced by
Crilfillan Company under CAA contract and involves separation of precision beam and

sunreillance equipment formerly grouped ns one in GCA mobile truck units as used by the
4 K Service go

ILS Maintenance

i . * s ®f r®P®r t s concerning mal eperation e f the San Francisco ILS glide path*
I av*® iS*tion was conducted by a representative o f the Communications Maintenance D iv i
f **• Mr« Jay Tayler* and i t was found that local personnel had been able to accomplis**
corrective adjustments« Experience has tended t© demonstrate that the ILS glide path isn »t
•s tricky as everyone f i r s t thought i t to beiU

AIRPORTS BRANCH HI LITBS

Consultants Survey Effects o f C lose in Airports

JL o Airport management consultants Joe Hicks and Charlie Jenes have cempleted a survey at
r a lu e « * ^ California* designed to reveal the effects e f a c lose in airport ®n real estate

i j . U the public reaction t© and acceptance of «downtown airports«
ef a ^ c®lla b ®ra t i^H ^ith the Redwood Empire Association as the resu lt
| ® conference held with that agency la s t f a l l by the Superintendent of Airp©rts«
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Conducted as a a©v i to hous® canvass, the survey revealed that the majority ©f proper
owners were m©t ©pp®s®d c® the location @f am airport im downtown areaso Th© surrey re
parted that the e ffec t a? such a lecation would met be detrimental t® real estate values
im the area immediately adjacent t© the airperto

A irpert Pregram Progress

Im April gramt o ffers were made te the sponsors ©f the am Luis Obispo^ C alipatria ,
Les Angeles, Phoenix, Prescott, Kanab, Vernal, amd Salina Gunnison projects, amd grant
o ffers were accepted by the sponsors ®f the Del Mar, Nephi, M ilf©rd, and Elk© projectso
Contracts were awarded and work started on the Holbrook, Nephi, and Roosevelt airports mak
iag a total o f nine projects in the Region at the end ©f th# montho

In May construction started at D®1 Mar A irport, and a grant © ffer was issued to th®
City ®f Santa M©nica f®r the development ©f the Santa Monica Municipal Airperto A grant
e ffe r was issued t© the city ®f Phoenix fer further development ©f the Phoenix Sky Harbor
Airport« and construction w i l l begin June 1.

0
It is expected that construction w i l l start ©n th© Clark C#uaty Airpert Adrainistra»^

ti®n Building at Las Vegas about June 15, and construction on the M ilford Municipal Air«*
port has already begumo

CAPITAL GLEANINGS

PAY RAISE?o o oThe Senate and House C iv il Service Committees have both reported
favorably to their respective bodies d iffe rin g b i l l s providing fe r a pay increase fe r
Federal workers under the C lassification Acto The Senate b i l l * in addition t® authorizing
an increase in the rate of condensation by an average o f $650 also overhauls th# C lassific*
tion Acto Among th© sign ifican t provisions of the Senate measure are (1 ) merging the five
©lasses of employees into a single schedule with 12 grades, (2 ) setting a minimum annual
salary e f |20350 for a l l adult, fu ll»tim e employees wad a maximum of $13,850, (3 ) extending
c lass ifica tion authority te th# f ie ld services, with post audit by the C iv il Service Com
mis sion of allocations by department heads, and (4 ) removing from application ©f th# C l^ s i
fication Act employees in recognized trades or c ra fts , whose compensation w il l be f lx e d ^ T
adjusted in accordance with prevailing rates by wage beards er sim ilar administrative
authorityoooThe House b i l l is less comprehensive in scope and covers only the matter o f a
pay raiseo The House measure would give Federal workers a temporary increase of |468 per
annum and would be effective from May 1 t© June 30 ©f next yearoooA® a resu lt e f a recent
meeting ®f Congressional policy leaders, i t has been reported that there is l i t t le like li®
heed e f either b i l l being approved as now written, notwithstanding gemoral sentiment in
favor ®f s©m# sort ®f a Federal pty raiseo The problem is one ef obtaining agreement as
te the «.mount e f an increase and %hethor am increase should be written in as a part e f a
generAl overhauling ®f the C lassification ActoooRETIREMENToeoThe House C iv il Service Cem>
Ittee i® considering a b i l l t® permit retirement @f Federal employees engaged in hazardous
occupations at age 50 with a minimum ®f 20 years serv ice0 Included in the group of hazard«
eus p os it ie *« are Airways Technicians, Radi® Maintenance Technicians, Airways F light In«
specters, F light Engineering Inspectors, Aeronautical Inspectors, and Flight Operations In
spectors o
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