
     

    

        

  
     

  

               
            

                
               

             
           

            
            

             
            

  

             
           

            
              

                 
              

            
          

               
              
             

            
            

                 
              

             
  

CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION. LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA

VOL. I I I No. 5 NOVMBER 1 , 1955

THE WHIj WHERE AND HOW OF A VOR
By

Fred J . Wild
Technical Service & Planning Sectio n

F a c i l i t i e s Establishm ent Branch

As a passenger on a recen t f l ig h t during instrument weather* I was amused at my
fe llo w passenger"s question of anxiety to the stewardesss "How does the p ilo t know
where we are in a l l these clouds?" as w ell as her answers "Well* he has instruments
and follow s dots and dashes* He knows where we are a l l the tim e ." From the public
re la t io n s viewpoint* her answer was s a t is fa c to r y as he appeared to be reassured. I
relaxed* however* with the knowledge that the p ilo t knew considerably more about
instrument weather navigation than the stew ardess. Further* I f e l t at ease knowing
the "dots and dashes" routine was out on th at airway segment (we had discontinued the
low frequency ranges in the area) m d were rely in g on the "high f id e l i t y " radio navi
gation aid* the r e la t iv e ly s t a t ic f r e e and sta b le v isu a l om ni directional radio range

the VOR.

.The ultim ate user i s prone to accept the VQR as m a tte r o f fa c t and rather rou tin e .
' I t i s complimentary to the Adm inistration th a t th is fe e lin g of confidence e x is t s .
Few people outside CAA employees* however, r e a liz e the e x te n t of planning and coordina
tio n and e f f o r t th a t go in to s it in g and in s ta l l in g one of these "derby h at" a id s .

Our lo ca tio n problem would be sim p lified i f we could put dots on a map of the region
a t 5 0 m ile in te rv a ls in every d ire ctio n to in d icate VOR s i t e s . True* th is was our
ambitious plan when the VOR implementation Program was o rig in a lly conceived but was
abandoned when com plications upset our planning c a r t . F ir s t * as explained by Art
Johnson in the September REGION IV News* the VOR propagates a radio wave that is
akin to lig h t in th a t i t tends to follow stra ig h t l in e s . Unfortunately* in th is
most mountainous region* we usually fin d our id e a l lo ca tio n in a v alley where sur
rounding mountains cu t o ff or d e fle c t the propagated waves. Again* as VOR radiated
waves are s tra ig h t and id e n tif ia b le in space* we found th a t i t was often advantageous
to place them where they could do double duty by serving as a letdown aid to a term inal
as well as an enroute a id . (A fu rth e r step in c id e n ta lly * led to the development of
the IVOR Terminal VOR which i s intended so le ly as a letdown a id .)

(Continued on next page)
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Again* common sense deleted many locations dictated by the checker board coverage^
concept. As the locations of airways are determined by the locations of a ir term inals*
considering the lowest terra in between such term inals* we concentrated cn providing
VORs along these airways* forg ettin g the aeronautically barren area where l i t t l e i f
any a ir t r a f f ic e x is ts . Lastly* asting as a governor on the whole program* budget
lim itations set up by the Congress required our examining and reexamining every pos
sib le s ite to insure we were in s ta llin g each of our VORs fo r the greatest u t i l i ty *
be i t for enroute* term inal, or a combination of these uses.

With due regard to the above facto rs* we continually review aeronautical a c tiv ity
to determine where VOR in sta lla tio n s w ill expedite tr a f f ic movement or increase safety*
or both. The Aviation Safety Division may advise of a route segnent to be flown by
an a ir lin e recen tly equipped with VOR receivers* or the Airways Operations Division
may request an in sta lla tio n to implement a bypass airway to re liev e congested t r a f f ic
conditions in a terminal area. The F a c i l i t ie s Division may recognize the need for
such an aa.d to f i l l an airways coverage gap* or to improve the technical functioning
of an e x is tin g aid* ca llin g for a relocation p ro je c t.

Before a p ro ject a t a sp ecific location is transm itted to Washington as part of a
budget submission or as a non programmed item* a l l divisions concerned review the
originating division*s recommendation to determine the impact of the f a c i l i t y on
each D ivisional program. Such elements as safety* t r a f f i c control* and operation
and maintenance features are considered. I f a ll Divisions are in accord we submit 
the item to our Washington O ffice for screening and eventual consideration by the
Bureau of the Budget* i f included in a budget submission* or so le ly by our Washington 
O ffice i f reprogramming is required using funds already a llo tte d and held by Washington

Upon receiving Washington O ffice approval, F a c i l i t ie s Division engineers scout the
area concerned and se le c t several s ite s i f possible that afford technical p o s s ib ilit ie s
are reasonably close to u t i l i ty lin es* and provide ready access for ease of maintenance 
In some areas of mountainous te rra in there i s only one p o s s ib ility . Arrangements with
the property owner fa r f ie ld testin g and eventual leasing are made at th is time®
Naturally* due to the temperamental type of aid involved* compromises are often re
quired which c a l l fo r continual coordination during s ite se lectio n with other Divisions
concerned to insure that th e ir areas of in te re s t are covered. With Regional O ffic e ^
blessing* we te s t the s ite s selected using a portable ground in sta lla tio n * and cal'^ |
brated airborne receivers in F lig h t Inspection aircraft® A fter f l ig h t te s t in g has
indicated the most desirable s i t e , d e ta ils as to location and use are presented to
the Air Coordinating Committee through the Regional Airspace Subcommittee in order
that in terested industry and government agencies may consider the f a c i l i t y * either
approving* or disapproving i f i t appears an airspace c o n flic t to any agency program
w ill r e s u lt .

With industry clearances and money in pocket* we issue a proposal which includes plans
and sp ecification s prepared by the F a c i l i t ie s Division from c iv i l and electro n ic
engineering in v estigation s. This proposal in v ites in terested contractors to offer
a bid fo r erecting the building and antenna. This construction* supervised by
F a c ility Division engineers* normally requires 2 to 3 months fo r completion a fte r
notice to proceed is given the accepted contractor. U tility contracts are obtained
during th is period. A fter the physical structure is complete one of our electronics
in s ta lla tio n crews in s ta l ls the complex radio equipment and supervises equipment 
adjustments during acceptance flig h t checks* performed by our F lig h t Engineering ^
Branch a ir c r a f t . Upon acceptance as a sa tis fa cto ry f a c i l i t y complying with our rigid

(Continued on page 4)
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Regiohrl R D m i n i s T R H T O R ' s CoLumn
Vfe have had two serious accidents during the past month
an a ir c a r r ie r accident in looming* and a private plane
accident in C a lifo m ia . The a ir lin e a ir c r a f t struck a 
mountain with f a t a l re su lts to a l l aboard* The private
plane struck an apartment building causing the death of
eight persons* Now you notice I said* "We19* Of course

these weren9t CAA airplanes» Me did not own or operate them directly«. On the other
hand in one sense CAA is on board in every airplane that flys© Every accident should
and does involve a c r i t i c a l analysis of our own a c t iv it ie s as they re la te to tire
accident* Was there anything we should have done th at would have provided more sa fe
guards fo r the f l ig h t and possib ly prevented the accident? Is there anything we
s t i l l can do th a t w>uld help to elim inate the p o s s ib ility of fu ture accidents?

Routinely we always check the navigational aids a fte r an accident* and rig h tly we
shouldj not only to determine i f an aid could have been a possible contributary

(f^fcause^ ^ut also to determine i f there is seme additional aid or some change in operat
ing procedure which would provide additional safeguards© We check the a ir c r a f t fo r
malfunctioning or s tru c tu ra l failure© S ta t is t ic s indicate that very few accidents
are the resu lt of stru ctu ra l fa ilu re * but i f we do fin d some they should be corrected
and perhaps i t points the way toward a change in the method of construction th a t
would increase safety i f applied to other a irc ra f t* We check the maintenance to be
sure th at the airplane was currently airworthy© We check the p ilo t to see th at he
was properly c e r t if ic a te d and rated fo r the type of fly in g involved* Occasionally
some p ilo t erro r i s discovered which goes c le a r back to the in stru cto r who taught
the p ilo t to f ly * Perhaps th is in d icates need fo r inprovement in our in stru ction
methods and our rating of instructors© "fofe check the airp ort i f i t is involved©
Ife check our t r a f f i c contro l procedures* These are a l l a p art of our self analysis©
I t is a good thing to do and we should be on the a le r t not to build up a defense fo r
our past actions but to discover ways and means to improve© This a ttitu d e and these
e f fo r ts are p a rticu la rly important a t th is time because public fee lin g runs high and
sometimes verges on a degree of hysteria#

(m ? o r example* i t has been suggested that single engine a ir c r a f t be prohibited from
™fly in g over the City of Los Angeles a t night© This proposal would punish everyone

fo r one person9s mistake© I t is l ik e the school teacher keeping everyone a f t e r
school when she couldn01 id e n tify the one student who threw the ink© I t 11s lik e
barring everyone the use of the freeways a t night on the theory th at there i s the
p o s s ib ility that there are more accidents at night than in the daytime©

But out of these accidents* and our as yet incomplete in v estigation and associated
s e l f analysis have come suggestions and ideas that may be helpfulo One has to do
with statements we may make which might be misleading© U ntil the accident investiga
tio n is complete i t i s our policy to release only known fa c tu a l information* but
sometimes these fa c ts in themselves can create a wrbng iimpression© Any statement
by a CAA rep resentative w ill be construed as voicing the CAA position* I t i s there
fo re e sse n tia l th at our spokesmen bear th is in mind©

For example* from the standpoint of t r a f f i c co n tro l i t may be tru th fu l fo r the Tower
C ontroller to say* Mwe do not have any enforcement authority ,,© From the CAA view­
point th is is completely inaccurate and the C o n tro ller9s statement should be th at
observed v io la tio n s are referred to our Aviation Safety Division fo r enforcement
action© (Continued cn page 31)
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Continued from page 2

tolerances, a notice to airman, "NOTAM**, i s issued advising that another VGR is ready
to serve the public» Concurrently, Aviation Safety and Airways Operations
Divisions w ill develop minimum altitu d es and procedures based on th is new f a c i l i t y ,
thus permitting immediate use of another lin k in the navigational aid system under 
CAA control of which we can a l l be proud*

Wednesday, October 12, 19$$, CAA Toastmasters met at King*s Tropical Inn fo r the
autumn in s ta lla tio n of new o ffice rs and a very fin e chicken dinner* As customary
a t the time new o ffice rs are in s ta lle d , Toastmasters* wives and g ir l friends were
invited* The theme of the meeting was a demonstration fo r the lad ies of Toast
master* s objectives* As an added a ttra c tio n , a contest was held to determine the
most p r o lif ic l ia r * Toastmaster Kirk Barry was voted top l i a r and w ill represent
the CAA club at the area roundup November 5» 1955•

Formal speeches were given during the evening by the following Toastmasterst

Dick Bache*s speech was judged the best*

The meeting was concluded with the in sta lla tio n of new o ffice rs by Area Governor 
Bob Bromley* The following Toastmasters w ill guide the CAA club during the next
s ix months s

The next meeting of CAA Toastmasters lOOij. w ill be held October 26, 1955, starting
at 5*00 p.m. a t Kim*s Restaurant.

WISE MEN SAY One who is contented with what he has done w ill never become

* * * * * *

CAA TOASTMASTERS CLUB ACTIVITIES

Riley Harris
Jim Van Voorhis
Houghton M iller
Dick Bache

Four Men I have Known
Signs
Howdy M iller*s Notebook
Strange and Beautiful Land

President
Vice President Education
Vice President Administration

Walt Blankman
Houghton M iller
Dave Earley

Secretary
Treasurer

Irving Shedd
Kirk Barry

Sergeant at Arms
P u blicity

R iley Harris
Merle Zeigner

* * * * * *

famous fo r what he w ill do* He has la id down to die , and the
grass i s already growing over him Boyee*
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LOS ANGELES ABEA OFFICES INAUGURATE
COMBINED CHARITIES PROGRAM

In the past a t le a s t s ix d iffere n t ch arity fund drives have been conducted each
year at CAA f a c i l i t i e s in the Los Angeles area. These have included the Community
Chest during October or November, the March of Dimes in January, the American 
Heart A ssociation in February, the Red Cross in March, the American Cancer Society
in A pril and others at various times throughout the year« While we a l l re a liz e
th a t these are worthwhile ch aritab le organizations and must be supported in the
American tra d itio n by contributions from the c it iz e n s of the community, i t has been
ir r i ta t in g to many of us to have a continual parade of charity drives throughout
the year«

In order to elim inate th is constant pressure on employees and s t i l l provide the
funds necessary to support these deserving organizations, a committee (Combine A ll
Aid Committee) has been established to develop and conduct one combined fund r a is
ing campaign on beha lf of CAA f a c i l i t i e s and o ffice s in the Los Angeles area« At 
the present time these include the Regional O ffice , L«A« Airport D is tr ic t O ffice ,

9 L«A. ASDO (G eneral), L«A. ASDO (A ir C a rr ie r), CAA Hangar, L«A, Communications S ta tio n ,
and L«A. Air Route T ra ffic Control Center«

Within the p olicy established by Administrative Order No« 6, each D ivision elected
one employee to serve as a member of the committee fo r a term of one or two years*
The committee i s charged with the resp o n sib ility of developing p o lic ie s and conduct
ing a combined c h a r it ie s fund drive* The i n i t i a l committee co n sists of the followings

G* D. Woodmansee
R* D» Blanchard
Dorothine Dittman
W« 0* Johnson
L« L« Middlekauff
F» B. Brace
H* Do Washburn
R* V. Ford

Regional A dm inistrators S ta ff
Air C arrier Safety
A ircra ft Engineering
Airports
Airways Operations
Business Administration
F a c i l i t ie s
General Aviation Safety

During recent years many business firms and government agencies have adopted the
p ractice of conducting a single consolidated ch arity drive annually rath er than
individual drives fo r each ch arity scattered throughout the year» The success
of the combined drive idea is indicated by the f a c t that over 600 business firms
and government agencies in the Los Angeles area alone now follow th is policy« We
therefore can see no reason why the single drive idea should not be a success in
the CAA«

Wb believe that CAA employees in the Los Angeles area w ill welcome the idea of the
sin g le ch arity drive instead of the sev eral drives previously conducted and w ill
wholeheartedly support the Combine A ll Aid Committee in i t s e f fo r t to make the plan
a success«

Our goal th is year w ill be to c o l le c t at le a s t as much in the one combined drive as
was contributed la s t year in a l l of the various drives authorized by C0A*A© This
w ill be necessary in order that we may be able to d istrib u te to each of tbe approved

(Continued on next page)
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charitable organizations, an amount equal to th at previously contributed by CAA
employees«

I f employees at any other location in the region desire to inaugurate a sim ilar
plan, copies of the various forms, in stru ctio n al m aterial and general information
used in implementing the plan in the Los Angeles area, may be obtained from the
Chaim an, Combine A ll Aid Committee, at the Regional Office®

* * * * * *

MOBILE TOWERS

Human behavior being what i t i s , the spectators at a fo o tb a ll game cheer v o cife r
ously fo r the home team *back who makes a f i r s t down on a cross buck through the
opposing lin e* The work of the linemen who made the play possible i s fa r the most 
part unnoticed by a l l except the players themselves« The b sill c a rr ie r knows that
he would have been downed yards behind the lin e of scrimmage except fo r the part
played by his team mates* Im I

The part played by F a c i l i t ie s Maintenance personnel in the successfu l operation cf
our mobile tower units provides a d o se p a ra lle l* We know of no instance where the
operation of these u nits would have been wholly successfu l without the spontaneous
and whole hearted support of the Airways Operations Division*s team mates of the
F a c i l i t ie s Maintenance Branch* The co n tro llers who operated the units have been
f i r s t in saying th at sa tis fa cto ry airp ort t r a f f ic control service could not have 
been provided during the event without the assistance of Maintenance personnel«

Airways Operations Division takes th is opportunity of thanking the personnel of the
F a c i l i t ie s Maintenance Branch who have on so many occasions contributed so greatly
toward the success of the mobile towers* We are keenly appreciative of th e fa c t
that without th e ir invaluable assistan ce, th is success could not have been achieved«

* * * * * *

DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS $ V

AIR CARRIER SAFETY DIVISION
A ctiv itie s among the irreg u lar a ir ca rrie rs continue at the same activ e le v e l with
the exception of those ca rrie rs based in the S e a ttle area which have experienced
some reduction in operations* The bulk of th is a c tiv ity involves domestic GAMflig h ts
and m ilitary overseas contract operations*

Several large irreg u lar a ir ca rrie rs are conducting charter f l ig h ts to Las Vegas,
Nevada* These flig h ts generally depart Burbank in the ea rly evening and return
approximately 2:00 AM* Sim ilar f l ig h ts are being conducted from the San Francisco
Bay Area to Reno and indications are that these f l ig h ts are gaining in popularity
with the public and w ill continue fo r some time® Bixby A irlin es operating as a 
commercial operator under Part- h$ c e r t if ic a te is conducting private carriage opera
tions to Las Vegas under contract, to one of the casinos in that city *

Los Angeles Air Service has acquired a C U6 from the m ilitary and is now in the
process of conducting an extensive inspection and m odification of the a ir c ra f t and
i t s components preparatory to placing the a irc ra f t in operation* The p ilo ts of

(Continued on next page)
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th is a ir c a rr ie r w ill be req u alified in th is type equipment and the a ir c ra f t w ill then
be used in domestic CAM operations*

The in v estigation of the Currey Air Transport DC 3 a ir c r a f t accident which occurred
a t Lockheed Air Terminal on September 8* 1955 has been completed and the f in a l accident
report i s now being prepared*

North American A irlin es has converted one C 5U a ir c r a f t to passenger cargo combination*
One C 5U is now undergoing major overhaul at the p rin cip al maintenance base in Burbhnk.

An insp ection was conducted of the maintenance f a c i l i t i e s a t Frankfurt, Germany of the
Flying Tiger Line, In c* , which were found to be sa tis fa cto ry * This c a rr ie r has ordered
10 Super C onstellations fo r delivery in 1957* I t i s expected th at these w ill replace
DC lj. and DC-6 a ir c ra f t*

P ilo ts of Great Lakes A irlin es and Currey Air Transport w ill attend a ground school
course on transport category requirements and the DC U a ir c r a f t* This course i s to be
conducted by the Fowler Aeronautical Service with headquarters at Lockheed Air Terminal,

(Airbank*

The Flying Tiger L in e, Inc* has requested a waiver of f l ig h t time lim ita tio n s to permit
a crew of two p ilo ts and one navigator to exceed the 12 hour lim ita tio n between
C alifo rn ia and Honolulu, and Honolulu and Wake Island* The waiver has been requested
in connection with m ilita ry con tract T ran s P acific operations*

On September 23, 1955 a Flying Tiger Line DC lj. a ir c r a f t with a crew of five and 15,333
pounds of m ilita ry cargo ditched in the P a c if ic , midway between Honolulu and Wake Island*
In v estig atio n cf th is accident is currently in progress*

C alifo rn ia Eastern A viation, Inc* i s acquiring two additional DC ij. type a ir c r a f t approx
im ately November 1 , 1955, which w ill bring th e ir operating f le e t to a to ta l of nine
DC l^s* Great Lakes A irlin es has added a DC lj. to i t s c e r t i f ic a te * C aliforn ia Central
A irlin es has leased another DC 3 a ir c r a f t which i s p resen tly undergoing m odification to
meet a ir c a r r ie r standards*

'Ijk ick Airways* tra in in g program continues as a re su lt cf the hiring of additional f l ig h t
crews and the tra n sitio n to d iffe re n t a ir c r a f t with emphasis during th is period being
placed upon more thorough train ing fo r co p ilo ts* S l ic k Airways has completed engineer
ing fo r in s ta llin g HF communication “package** in C-lj.6 a ir c r a f t . This c a rr ie r plans to
convert one DC U a ir c r a f t to combination cargo and passenger configuration*

To fu rth er increase North American A irlin es* maintenance e ffic ie n c y , a l l f l ig h t engineers
are scheduled to attend a two-week course to be given at New York City by the Bendix
Corporation on engine analyzer operation and performance*

Reorganization of C alifo rn ia Eastern*s radio maintenance was completed* This c a rr ie r *s
maintenance base has handled routine maintenance on a continuous basis on tw enty eight
C-51; a ir c r a f t in the past month*

A ll aeronautical radio rep air shops in the San Francisco Bay Area are c e r t if ic a te d and, 
in add ition , one rep a ir shop in Reno was also c e r tif ic a te d *

C ollins Radio Company conducted extensive demonstrations of th e ir e lectro n ic equipment
fo r sev eral a ir c a r r ie r operators in the Los Angeles area* These demonstrations were
given in the ca rr ie rs * a ir c r a f t under actu al operating conditions* Equipment demon
stra ted included the AP-101 type au to p ilo t! Type FD IOI4. F lig h t D irector and type MC 101
S ta b iliz e d Magnetic Compass. I t i s understood th at C ollins w ill sh ortly have th e ir

7 (Continued on next page)
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new AIF and Wbather Radar (®*G®* Band) availab le

S.S«W ., In c* , an irreg u lar a ir c a rr ie r form erly based in Region 2, has moved i t s opera
tion s and maintenance base to Region i*. The operating c e r t i f ic a te fo r th is ca rrie r
w ill be held by the Burbank D is tr ic t O ffice* Operations are planned fo r sometime in
October*

Mr* Minom Taketomi, representing the C iv il Aviation Bureau of the Japan M inistry of
transp ortation , v is ite d the San Francisco D is tr ic t O ffice fo r several days* He was
v i t a l ly in terested in the approved overhaul periods fo r the various a ir c a r r ie r s based
in the lo c a l area and the procedures and p o lic ie s governing the establishm ent of these
periods*

Mr* S e iic h i Kawabata, Chief of the Technical Department of Japan H elicopters and Aeroplane 
Transports Company, a lso paid a v i s i t to the above o ffice * He was in te re s te d in the
sp e c ifica tio n s of various a ir c r a f t operated in domestic se rv ice .

Alaska A irlin es has been attempting to obtain an a ir c r a f t which would be su itab le fo r
the wBushH so the coupany could standardize i t s f le e t * Alaska A irlin es is dealing wj|^
several engineering firm s to obtain c e r t if ic a t io n of the L 13 with a 300 H.P* LycomirJ^
ra d ia l in s ta lle d as power plant* They plan to purchase the engineering data when and i f
i t i s availab le and modify the a ir c r a f t in th e ir Ev erett shops* This ca rrie r has 30
Lycoming engines and adequate p arts in stock* The performance data available ind icate
the L 13 would be an ex ce llen t MBushn a ir c ra f t*

A group of Bonanza A irlin es personnel are going to Europe next month to inspect the
Fokker twin turbo propeller a irc ra ft* They are considering the a ir c r a f t as a rep lace
ment fo r the DC 3 a irc ra f t* Available information in d icates th at the a ir c r a f t w ill be
a su itab le replacement fo r feeder a ir l in e s .

Agents from the Los Angeles and San Francisco D is tr ic t o ff ic e s assigned to the American
A irlin es attended a two day conference in New York C ity ca lle d by the Agent in Charge
of th a t a ir c a r r ie r to discuss matters pertaining to the inspection of the American
A irlin es system.

The Braniff U nited Air Lines® interchange from Houston to S e a tt le was sta rted on
September 2f>, and Western added a Denver Casper sh u ttle in September*

Continental Air Lines is preparing to s ta r t in s ta lla t io n of the airborne radar equipment |
in November. Chop marks are being removed and the required additional emergency e x it
markings are being added.

F ro n tier Airlines® engine overhaul shop i s now turning out approximately fiv e 1830
engines per month* They also have th e ir new portable engine te s t stand in operation*
They have purchased a Bendix analyzer fo r the t e s t stand which w ill be in s ta lle d as soon
as p o ssib le . This ca rrie r has also purchased a C-l*7 which w ill be added to th e f le e t
as soon as p ossib le modifications can be completed. F ro n tier has made application through
channels to send another p ilo t to Oklahoma City to take tlpe a ir c ra f t (Transport Category) 
Performance and C h a ra cte ristics Course.

Johnson Flying Service®s DC 3 A ircra ft N2U320, which was involved in an accident at
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania l a s t December, has been r e f i t t e d and repaired and has flown
more than 100 hours in the Forest Service p rio r to returning to Part 1*2 operation.

(Continued on next page)
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Los Angeles Airways is in vestigatin g the f e a s ib i l i t y of in s ta llin g a rocket motor on
the tip of each main ro to r blade of th e ir S 55 h elico p ter. In th is connection* a
meeting was held a t Los Angeles Airways between rep resentatives of the Los Angeles
Airways* Reaction Motors* Inc* (builders of the rocket motor) and the CAA Engineering
and Air Carrier maintenance personnel. This ca rrie r took delivery of a new S £5>
h elico p ter at Bridgeport* Connecticut in September, Agent Paul Thornbury and Fred
Milam D irector of Operations fo r L,A, Airways* fe r r ie d i t to Los Angeles in 37 hours
of fly in g time.

P a c ific Northern A irlin es i s in the process of modifying the Lockheed 10 a ir c r a f t to
be used fo r p ilo t tra in in g on ILS and VOR f a c i l i t i e s .

During the month a meeting between the assigned agents and P a c ific Northern A irlin es
was held in the D is tr ic t O ffice at S e a t t le , A ll phases o f maintenance* communications 
and e le c tro n ics concerning P,N,A. operations were discussed.

P a c if ic Southwest A ir lin e s 1 spare p arts program is e s s e n tia lly complete fo r the DC I4.
a ir c r a f t to be delivered the la t t e r p art of October, This ca rrie r plans to convert

complete DC 1; operation as soon as equipment can be acquired.

Southwest Airways has been granted th e ir permanent c e r t i f ic a te by the C iv il Aeronautics
Board to serve the following c i t ie s s Medford* Oregon! San Francisco* Oakland* San Jose*
Sacramento* M arysville* Santa Rosa* Chico* Redding* Eureka Arcata* Crescent City*
Monterey* Santa Maria* Santa Barbara* Qxnard Ventura* Burbank and Los Angeles* C alifo rn ia
^his ca rrie r was also given a three year authority to serve San Luis Obispo* Santa €ruz
W atsonville* Ukiah* F o rt Bragg* Red B lu ff* Yreka and Stockton* C a lifo rn ia , For Paso
Robles* i t won renewal fo r three years of its permission to serve the c i ty through a
common airp o rt with San Luis Obispo* leaving i t up to the a ir l in e to choose which a irp o rt
The Board also awarded Southwest Airways a “th ree y ear“ temporary route fran San
Francisco to Los Angeles via San Jose* Monterey* Bakersfield and Palmdale,

United Air Lines was given permission to reroute service to Santa Barbara* Monterey
and Eureka* C alifo rn ia in competition with Southwest Airways,

United Air Lines' tra in in g a c t iv it ie s a t the Denver tra in in g cen ter continue a t a high
gjft|ak and from a l l ind ications there w ill be no decrease in train in g a c t iv it ie s in the
vM ar fu tu re .

An agent from the Denver D is tr ic t O ffice attended the regular United Air L in es' Quarterly
Safety Meeting with the heads of the departments in Denver, A c ritiq u e was held on a
recen t emergency (precautionary) landing a t Denver and the shortcomings of the ground
t r a f f i c control were outlined. Corrective action is being in s titu te d . This is a con
tinuing program in conjunction with the p ractice of having an agent to accompany UAL
safety rep resentatives on in sp ection s.

The problem of unweighed and untagged carry on baggage continues to plague the c a rr ie rs .
United Air Lines i s doing a good job in reducing the number! however* i t appears th at a
nationwide enforcement program might be necessary.

United Air Lines i s continuing the study of the purchase of jet powered a ir c r a f t fo r
scheduled se rv ice . I t is understood the f ie ld has narrowed down to two West Coast
a ir c r a f t manufacturers, (Continued on next page)
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The C ity <£ Monterey has purchased a TVOR to be in s ta lle d on the Monterey Peninsula
Airport» Southwest Airways is contemplating the purchase of a glid e path to b e used
in conjunction with the city-owned'TVOR. The combination of a TVOR and glid e path
in s ta lla t io n a t Monterey w ill probably be the f i r s t in s ta lla t io n of th is type in the
country and w ill require the establishm ent of a c r i t e r ia fo r th is combination by our 
Washington O ffice , A request fo r th is c r i t e r i a has been received from Southwest Airways«

Mest Coast A irlin es has started to work on dual VOR in s ta lla t io n s in i t s DC 3 a ir c r a f t .
Two a ir c r a f t w ill be wired fo r the in s ta lla t io n by the f i r s t of the year<> Planning
is fo r the en tire f l e e t to be VOR-equipped by Ju ly 1956«

West Coast A irlin es have assigned supervisory personnel to th e ir ground sta tio n
maintenance and now have a t o ta l of f a i r men assigned to ground radio maintenance*
including th e ir radio navigational aids*

This c a rr ie r has purchased i t s fourteenth DC 3 a ir c r a f t* I t w ill be given a complete
overhaul before i t i s entered on West Coast’s operating c e r t if ic a te *

Western .Air Lines have completed the inspection of the propellers on th e ir GV-2l;0*
This inspection included a portion of the area under the cu ff* Nine blades were r e ^ p
turned to Hamilton Standard due to moisture having been found under the c u f f . One
blade was returned due to corrosion p its and d efects in the plating under Hie cu ff*

The San Francisco D is tr ic t O ffice i s continuing th e ir work on the coordination of a ir
t r a f f i c procedures and problems with the Oakland ARTC Center and the San Francisco
and Oakland Towers" personnel.

Personnel from the Denver D is tr ic t O ffice gave contro l tower p ra c tic a l examinations
to fiv e new appointees a t the Natrona County Airport* Casper* Wyoming on September 30
and c e r t if ic a te d a l l as Senior C ontrollers fo r that a irp o rt. Operations were observed
on commissioning day* October 1* and were sa tis fa c to ry * A ll f ie ld agencies expressed
sa tis fa c tio n in having a CAA Control Tower at Casper and the a ir l in e s in p a rticu la r
are hoping fo r the addition of approach co n tro l at th is location * Due to high le v e l
of a c tiv ity at th is location * i t is f e l t th a t considerable added safety has been provided
through the commissioning of th is contro l tower*

The Los Armeies Air Sea Rescue Committee met to review accomplishments of the past yflP*
This committee i s composed of rep resen tatives from a l l the major a ir l in e s operating
in to th is area* manufacturers and CAA* The Los Angeles area has l i t t l e * i f any* c iv i l
or m ilita ry f a c i l i t i e s to e f fe c t prompt a ir sea rescue measures in th e event of ditching
at sea or searching fo r a p ilo t forced to parachute from an a ir c r a f t . This committee
was formed to overcome th is d efic ien cy . I t s accomplishments w ill be outlined in the
October highlight rep ort.

The Minneapolis ASDO requested Agent Wertman of the S e a ttle Air C arrier D is tr ic t Office
to conduct a conformity inspection and enroute evaluation of th e ir newly developed
Atkins Danger Light for a ir c r a f t . The lig h t i s designed to f i t the e l ip t ic a l base of
the large Grimes A n ti c o llis io n Light. The Atkins l ig h t incorporates 3 Strobe bulbs
with each bulb covering 120 degrees and each bulb flashing/a d iffe re n t ra te* This
d iffe re n t rate of fla sh in g is intended to provide d ire ctio n a l inform ation to observers
at a glance* The enroute inspection and evaluation indicated no e ffe c t on the radio
and e le c t r ic a l system.
The mock-ups fo r the Douglas DC-8 and the Lockheed E le c tra are both w ell along in
construction .

(Continue d on next page)
10- -

~ 

-

-

-



  
             

              
            

    

            
           

                
               

            
    

             
              

              
               

               
               

         

              
                

              
              
    

             
               

             
            

              
                

                 
               
      

          
              

              
              

            
              

            
            

        

          
              

               
             

            
   

  

GENERAL SAFETY DIVISION
iteports from the d is t r ic t o ff ic e s fo r the month of September, 1955, continue to show
a high le v e l of a c t iv ity in most areas, These reports are beginning to r e f le c t the
seasonal change in aviation and show a pattern of a c tiv ity noticeably d iffe re n t from
th at of the summer season.

According to our Medford D is tr ic t O ffice , many lo c a l operators have been kept busy on
fo r e s t f i r e p atro l and have dropped many Msmoke jumpers*1 in to c r i t i c a l f i r e areas.
I t is reported th at th is f i r e season has been the worst in Oregon since 1951« Our
fieno O ffice reports also th at the large numbers of fo re s t f i r e s in th e ir area has re
sulted in the Forest Service u tiliz in g a l l availab le equipment over an extended period
of time during the month0

The problem of the farmers* constant b a ttle with migratory birds during th is time of
the year has been solved, at le a s t tem porarily, by one farmer in the Sacramento V alley
according to our d is t r ic t o ff ice in th at area . I t was discovered that th is farmer
had obtained a surplus m ilita ry beacon and was operating i t in the middle qf a rice
f ie ld in order to keep the birds from feeding cn h is crop. While rep orts in d icate th at

^such beacons have been used fo r th is purpose fo r several years, th is is the f i r s t time
U P t has been ca lle d to the a tten tio n of the lo c a l d is t r ic t c f f i c e .

While the le v e l of a g ricu ltu ra l aviation i s beginning to show a d eclin e, one in terestin g
aspect of th is work is continuing in the Yakima D is tr ic t O ffice area. This is the time
of the year when t ie a e r ia l applicator i s applying not only in se c tic id e s but also
hormones to the apple crops. These hormones are used to prevent the apples from pre
maturely fa l l in g to the ground«*

Through the continued e f fo r ts of the S e a ttle O ffice , the State o f Washington has agreed
to award a S ta te trophy to the highest scoring fly in g club in the S ta te of Washington 
under the ru les of the National Safety Program. Agent Princen, alcng with several
inqportant aviation o f f i c i a l s , recen tly met with Governor Langley in th is regard. The
Governor assured th is gro up that the State qf Washington would present a perpetual trophy
to the top club in the sta te at the National Flying d u b convention in S e a ttle during
August, 1956. This i s the second s ta te in th is region to o ffe r such a trophy. I t i s
hoped that a l l other s ta te s in the Fourth Regicn w ill have a sim ilar award fo r th e ir

|£Lubs in the not too d istan t fu tu re .

The S e a ttle O ffice has been working c lo se ly with the Washington State Aviation Associa
tio n and the Sta te D irector o f Aeronautics in the d raftin g of an aviation science
course, prim arily fo r sen ior high school students. As a r e s u lt , th is course w ill be
offered during the next semester to a ll high school students in the S ta te of Washington.

Our Supervising Agent a t the Palo Alto D is tr ic t O ffice reports that the increased
a c t iv it ie s of executive and corporation fly in g in the lo c a l area has stim ulated a lo c a l
operator in to providing f a c i l i t i e s fo r th is type of p ilo t tra in in g . The operator
intends to o ffe r f a c i l i t i e s and personnel to a t t r a c t corporation p ilo ts fa r instrument
and a ir l in e tra in in g , as w ell as instrument refresh er courses.

The C hief, General Maintenance Branch, accompanied Agent Demaree of the Los Angeles
ASDO on a f ie ld tr ip to observe a Benson G yro glider in which the build er had in s ta lle d
a small a u x ilia ry powerplant from a Drone ta rg et plane to p u ll the machine* He expected
th is powerplant to replace the normal towing$ and with power added fo r fr e e f l ig h t
operation, i t was necessary to id e n tify the c r a f t and issu e an experimental c e r t i f i c a te .

(Continued on next page)
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The i n i t i a l attempts to f l y th is modified c r a ft were unsuccessful due to inadequate
power® The builder an ticip ates in s ta llin g a plant of more horsepower and another
attempt at a power f l ig h t .

Chaffey College* approved mechanic school in the Ontario d is tr ic t * rep o rts an a ll tim e
high of student enrollm ent. They also report the opening of a je t engine school with a
F 81j. f ig h te r fo r in stru ctio n . This school is conducting up grading courses fo r mechanics
in the industry and fo r Lockheed a ir c r a f t mechanics. Mt. San Antonio School in th is
d is t r ic t reports more applicants than they can accommodate in th e ir school.

AiBesearch Aviation Service Company of LosAngeles has broken ground and started con
stru ctio n on a $600*000 hangar (300® x 300°) to house the extensive serv ice rep a ir *
overhaul* and m odification a c t iv it ie s of th eir approved repair s ta t io n .

Agent Annis of the Denver ASDO has been appointed to the A ircra ft Advisory Committee
of the Emily G riffith Opportunity School* an approved mechanic school«

Agent Vandewark of our B illin g s ASDO has aided in supervising the rebuild ing of a large
number of personal a ir c r a f t th at were badly damaged in a recent h a il storm. These a i r ^
c r a f t were p riv ate ly owned* and the expense of repair promised to be a considerable
burden on the owners. These owners organized a p ro ject to help each other and banded 
together to work as a group on one airplane a t a time under the supervision of certifica te d
mechanics. They set up an order of precedence! and as each airplane came to i t s turn*
i t was moved into a lig h ted hangar* and the group made the rep airs* often with the
personal assistance of Agent Vandewark and the mechanics in charge. The workers were
served coffee and doughnuts during the evening. This p ro jec t has proved very in te r e s t
ing* and the owners have learned a g re a t deal more about a ir c r a f t and the importance
of maintenance and rep a irs than they could have in any other ŵ r *

AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING DIVISION
Mr. Baumann has advised th a t he i s about to conclude arrangements fo r fin a n c ia l backing
fo r the Model B 290. This p ro je c t has progressed to the stage where the Type Inspection
Authorization is nearly ready for issuance. I t i s understood that Baumann is in v e s ti
gating the p ra c t ic a b ility of having components of th is a ir c r a f t manufactured in Japan.
Assembly of the components would be done in th is country.

M
Considerable engineering work is being done on the Boeing 707 p ro je c t to determine th «^ '
a p p lica b ility of the present airworthiness requirements fo r c e r t i f ic a t io n of th is type
of a ir c r a f t . Tentative plans c a l l fo r the Prelim inary Type C e rtific a tio n Board Meeting
to be held in S e a ttle about December 1 2 .

Meetings were held with Boeing* Pan Am erican Pacific Division* Pan American Atlantic
Division* and Northwest A irlin es personnel regarding fatigu e cracks in wing spar sp lices
on Boeing 377 a ir c r a f t . An interim telegraphic Airworthiness D irective has been agreed
upon and issued pending the completion of fa tig u e te s ts being conducted by Boeing which*
i t is hoped* w ill lead to the development of a permanent f i x fo r th is u n satisfactory
condition.

Engineering work on the Convair Model liUO is continuing and i t is understood th at
approximately 30 of these a ir c r a f t have been sold . As previously reported* the I4.I4.O
is fundamentally a 3U0 airplane which w ill incorporate aerodynamic clean up items*
exhaust s ile n ce rs* and additional soundproofing.

As a re s u lt of the AAL Convair 2I4.O accident a t Fort Leonard Wood* Mo.* Convair i s ex
pediting the development of necessary changes to prevent accidents of th is tvpe0 I t

(Continued on next page)

12

11

- -

- -

-

= -

­

­

-
­

-

­



              
               

            
             
          
               

             
        

           
               

    

            
             

             
           
           

           
           

      

              
             

             
           
            

          
              

           
 

              
            

      

              
           
              

            
            

             
             

            
              

          
            

             
            

            
            

   

  

appears th at Convair°s opinion of a minimum safety change w ill con sist of the sub
s titu tio n of s te e l fo r aluminum fu e l and hydraulic lin e s in Zone 3$ and the incorporation
of improved f i r e detection,. Simultaneously, Convair is doing engineering work on a s te e l
or titanium n acelle which w ill extend the f i r e p rotection fo r the n acelle structure back
to the wing leading edge* Other miscellaneous improvements also are being cteveloped*
I t is understood these changes w ill be applicable to both Convair 21*0 and 31*0 a ir c r a f t 0
Evaluation of the changes from an Airworthiness D irective standpoint is scheduled to be
made as soon as Convair submits data regarding them*

Engineering work on the Douglas DC 7C i s progressing approximately on schedule* The
present in d ication s are that th is a ir c r a f t may be ready to begin CAA flig h t t e s t s about
the f i r s t of the year*

An Application fo r Type C e rtif ic a te has been received on the DougLas DC-8. This a ir
c r a f t w ill be designed as both a domestic and an over water a ir c r a f t* Douglas reports
i t w ill incorporate a t le a s t two d iffe re n t engine in s ta lla t io n s , including the P&W JT3L
and JTI4.-3 engines© S tru ctu ra lly the domestic and over water versions w ill be designed
fo r the same weights* The Douglas Company has requested meetings with Washington and

^ Seg ion al CAA rep resentatives ea rly in November and, perhaps, again in December* Douglas
^ A n tic ip ates holding the Prelim inary Type C e rtific a tio n Board Meeting and Inspection of

the mock-up in January or February, 19^6*

The f i r s t Douglas C 133 turbo prop m ilita ry transport being b u ilt fo r the USAF is nearing
completion at the Long Beach plant* The A ircra ft Engineering Division of th is Begion
has been in v ited and authorized to p a rtic ip a te in the engineering inspections and te s ts
on th is p ro je c t* The USAF Contract Technical Compliance Board is scheduled to convene 
on November 9 and rep resentatives of th is D ivision are scheduled to attend* A very
comprehensive t e s t program covering both powerplant and structures has been estab lished
fo r th is p ro jec t* I t i s expected th at much valuable information w ill be obtained from
th is program* Douglas personnel indicate th is model may be submitted to the CAA fo r
c iv i l c e r t if ic a tio n *

The Herrmann cam engine te s ts have been discontinued because of a piston fa ilu re and
d if f ic u l t ie s which were experienced with the magneto© I t is understood th at Herrmann
is working on remedial actions fo r these d if f ic u lt ie s *

^ Type Inspection Authorization has been issued and CAA flig h t te s ts are beginning on
the H ille r UH 12C h elicop ter* The present configuration i s e s s e n tia lly sim ilar to
the b asic UH 12 except fo r the removal of the engine flywheel and a new canopy con
fig u ratio n * U ltim ately the UH 12C is scheduled to include Parsons metal bladesj; however,
these blades are not expected to be ready fo r te s t fo r several months*

Meetings have been held recen tly with top le v e l H ille r personnel in an e f fo r t to fin d a 
way fo r continuing the type c e r t if ic a tio n program on the HJ 1 ram jet h elicop ter p ro je c t.
H ille r personnel now qgree with the CAA th a t f u l l power off autorotation landings in
th is machine do not provide an adequate le v e l of sa fe ty fo r c i v i l c e r t i f ic a t io n in the
configuration presented* Inasmuch as there are two ram jet engines in s ta lle d on th is
h elico p ter, H ille r now is in v estigatin g the f e a s ib i l i ty of presenting the machine with
revised systems which might permit i t s evaluation by CAA as e sse n tia lly a multi engine
h elicop ter* This might be acceptable i f the p ro b ab ility of a f u l l power off auto
ro ta tio n is made extremely remote, in which case the safety le v e l already demonstrated
might be acceptable fo r the f u l l power off case. Under th is approach, the fa i lu r e of

(Continued on next page)
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one engine would not n ecessita te a f u l l power off autorotation but, instead , would resu lt
in a one engine out landing. This new approach may require several new and unique 
policy determinations on the part of CAA.

Central Lamson advises they have undergone a Conpany reorganization and work on the
Lamson Model L 101 Air Tractor w ill be c ontinued on a reduced b a s is . Mr. Lamson plans
to move to Yakima and to handle the remaining engineering work on th is p ro ject
personally.

Lear personnel are investigating the f e a s ib i l i ty of obtaining approval on modified
Lockheed a ir c ra f t which incorporate portions o f the Learstar conversion k i t . Present
indications are that son© of these configurations can be c e r tif ic a te d with l i t t l e
d iff ic u lty ; however, when the modifications involve power or weight increases beyond
the lim its sp ecified in Special Regulation 1|Q7, the modifications become d if f ic u lt and, 
perhaps, may not be economically fe a s ib le .

A F in al Type C e rtifica tio n Board was conducted on the Lockheed Model 10U9F (USAF C 121G)
airplane. This model now i s considered e lig ib le fo r type c e r t if ic a tio n as a cargo
airplane. •' HjMpgj

Lockheed has reqiested a statu s report which they hope w ill indicate e sse n tia lly complete 
stru ctu ral and powerplant approval of the Model 12k9 turbo prop airplane as soon as 
possible fo r use in th e ir negotiations with the Air Force. Several pcwerplant reports
which are needed as substantiating data have not yet been received; however, a con
centrated e f fo r t is being made to a s s is t Lockheed in th is matter.

Engineering work on the Lockheed Model 16U9 a ir c ra f t i s continuing. I t is understood
th is p ro ject is approximately on schedule; however, Lockheed reportedly is making
e ffo r ts to advance the delivery date fo r the f i r s t airplane of th is model.

Lockheed personnel advise that the wood mock up for the E lectra turbo prop a ir c ra f t is
nearing completion. Only a small amount of tech n ical data have been received on th is
p ro je c t; however, ten tativ e arrangements are being made fo r a Preliminary meeting
between Lockheed, CAA Washington and CAA Regional personnel early in December.

The Pre Flight %pe C ertifica tio n Board Meeting Cor the Morrisey "N ifty" Model 2090GdjS| |
airplane was held. The s ta t ic and dynamic t e s t programs have been completed and i t W '
expected that CAA flig h t te s t s on th is model may begin in the near fu ture. ^ Most of the j
engineering work on th is p ro ject i s being done by CAA designees and early issuance of thel
Type Inspection Authorization depends on the completion of necessary woik by the
designees plus correction of several items found during the Type C ertifica tio n Board
inspection.

Engineering Flight Test Agents Gray, Tymczyszyn, and Ford have participated in the USAF
Model YC 131G turbo prop evaluation program a t Kelly Air Force Base during th is month«
This t r aining and experience is considered extremely valuable in view cf the rapid pro I
gress being made on c iv i l turbine powered transports in th is Region.

AIRWAYS OPERATIONS DIVISION
¿ h ie f , Airways Operations Division, is presently attending the CAA two weeks“ ATC
Course a t the Aeronautical Center a fte r which he w ill proceed to Omaha to attend the
ADLO conference October, 25 2?. Mr. Breniman, Chief, Technical Services & Planning
Branch, AOD, attended the Aeronautical Center ATC c la ss startin g October 10.

(Continued on next page)
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On October 1 , 1955 the name of the Great F a l ls AFB was changed to Malmstrom AFB in
honor of Colonel Malmstrom, former Deputy Commander of the Base, who was k il le d in a
je t a i r c r a f t accident near Great F a l ls on September 29, 195k»

A irport t r a f f i c surveys were completed fo r the th ird »Quarter of 1955 in preparation of
a q u arterly rep o rt to Washington on recommendations concerning establishm ent of a irp o rt
t r a f f i c control tower se rv ice within th is region*

Action was taken to commission 257®8 me in the newly commissioned Casper Tower* Most
of the m ilita ry a ir c r a f t operation from the Casper A irport are UHF equipped*

The commissioning of ad d itio n al Phase V UHF f a c i l i t i e s throughout the region has been
delayed pending Washington n eg otiatio n s with the Air Force fo r maintenance and operating
funds to permit operating ad d ition al UHF communications channels over and above those
a ctu a lly in operation as of September th is year*

In coordination with the F a c i l i t i e s D iv ision engineering plans are being developed fo r
fu ture in s ta l la t io n of ASR rep eater scopes a t Seattle Tacom a, Portland, San F ran cisco ,

^Oakland, Burbank* Dong Beach* Denver and S a l t Lake towers*
m

A proposal fo r new airways stru ctu re in connection with the establishm ent of Kiowa VOR
i s being prepared fo r submission to the Airspace Committee*

Developed ch art showing lo ca tio n of 25H enroute aids planned fo r th is region as of 1965*
Chart a ls o shows both low aLtLtude and high le v e l routes planned*

A new te le ty p ew rite r c ir c u ity the OFACS WBWwas commissioned October 3* This permits
d ire c t transm ission between Oceanic S ta tio n s , Regional O ffic e s , and Washington* There
i s no word lim it r e s tr ic t io n on messages handled via th is c ir c u it *

The se rv ice **BM Improvement Program was commissioned as scheduled October 17* Message
word lim ita tio n remains in force*

Orders have been placed with the Washington O ffice fo r interphone 102A key equipment
fo r a l l radar towers* 1

oar d ination was completed with the Navy and the A ir Force fo r the follow ing frequency
changes? Sacramento IMM 260 kc$ Ukiah J 278 kc| Crows Landing Tower 257 k cj Richmond
MHW 265 kc| and Dixon HW 270 kc.

Coordination completed with Honolulu and Coast Guard fo r change of frequency* Trans
P a c if ic voice c ir c u i t 2780 kc to 2868 kc and 5165 kc to 5680 kc, e f fe c t iv e December 15*

A survey of the region has been completed and r e s u lts forwarded to Washington re radio
in terfe ren ce from lo ca tio n s a ffe c te d by rad io frequency s ta b iliz e d arc welders*

Engineering completed with TELCO fo r modernizhtion of Lovelock, Nevada conmunication
sta tio n *

P ro je c t of re lo c a tio n of interphone switching from Las Vegas to Needles has been d is
approved by the Washington O ffice pending fu rth e r study due to the excessive co st of
the proposed move*

VOR frequency assignments were obtained fo r Utah Lake, Utah, and Kiowa, Colorado*
(Continued on next page)
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H,B. Wright* AOS, Technical Services & Planning Branch, attended ATC Training Course,
Oklahoma City and v is ite d Kansas City and Fort Worth regional o ffice s to discuss
methods and means of stream lining landlines ordering procedures.

Completed Flow Chart fo r m ilitary IfB t r a f f i c in Region IV,

Completed approximately 90% of the work connected with the preparation of a Flow Chart
fo r VFR and DVFR t r a f f i c ,

*
We have received inquiries from the CAA Bangkok o ff ic e requesting both tech n ical and
operational information regarding the mobile tower program. I t seems that the program
is causing quite a b i t of comment even in far away places.

Approach control was commissioned a t Larson Air Force Base October 10 th is approach 
control to be conducted 8 hours per day u n til su ffic ie n t personnel are trained when
i t w ill be expanded to 16, then to 2k hours.

Automatic weather broadcast service i s to be implemented a t Los Angeles, S e a tt le ,
Portland, Albuquerque, Oakland, and Denver sometime in the fu tu re , p a rticu la rly fo r
evaluation purposes, Los Angeles in s ta lla tio n w ill be the f i r s t to be completed, ^

Modernization of the communication sta tio n a t S e a ttle i s progressing and should be
completed about November 15* This w ill terminate the program that began some months
ago when the OFACS was relocated to San Francisco,

Approach control was inaugurated at Ontario, C aliforn ia , October I k ♦

Plans are proceeding fo r the remote controlling of F o rt Bridger by Rock Springs but imple­
mentation date now anticipated as of November 1 , A ll communications channels with the
exception of 3023,5 w ill be remotely controlled from RKS. ifeather observations w ill be
discontinued during the te s t period,

Mr, 0 8Hara, Bureau of the Budget rep resentative, has v is ite d several of our f ie ld
in sta lla tio n s during the month in order to become b e tte r acquainted with the CAA program.

Col, Delaney, new Commanding O fficer pf the AACS Training S e cto r, Orlando, F lorid a, v^Ltec
the Airways Operations Division, R ,0,.and some of our f ie ld f a c i l i t i e s , HP

I t now appears that we w ill proceed with our Miramar RAPCON program as o rig in a lly
scheduled in s ta lla tio n and operation w ill be a t the Base i t s e l f rather than nearby.
There is no further information on H ill and F a ir f ie ld RAPCONs except we anticip ate
receiving allocation of train ing positions and money iwithin the next few days,

A telephone c a l l from Washington indicates lim ited available space w ill require H ill
RAPCON operation with but one scope/console fo r approximately one year.

Weather Bureau advises plans automatic weather sta tio n s at Jordan, Montana! Bryce, Utah, 
and Blue Canyon, C aliforn ia ,

The Division agreed to eliminate 257*8 UHF receivers at Gooding and WLnemucca in order
to permit commissioning 257*8 two way at Casper Tower,

Oregon State Board of Aeronautics advises that the State w ill provide and in s ta l l a
112,8 weather and airport advisory radio sta tio n " a t Meacham, Oregon, The equipment 
w ill be housed in the Weather Bureau o ffice and manned by U,S, ifeather Bureau personnel*

(Continued on next page)
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FACILITIES DIVISION

F lig h t Inspection Branch» Mr. Campbell spent two weeks at Oklahoma C ity attending
an Air T ra ffic Control Course*

F lig h t Inspection Branch spent several days checking f a c i l i t i e s in regard to accident
which occurred at Medicine Bow Peak near Laramie, Wyoming. A ll f a c i l i t i e s were found
to be operating properly.

Jack Webb flew N-71 to Oklahoma C ity fo r engine change.

Thomas W. Binczak reported fo r duty as Airways Inspector, and with Jack Webb, w ill check
m ilita ry UHF f a c i l i t i e s .

Establishm ent Branch. A study was completed concerning the ten ta tiv e consolidation
of the Great F a lls RAPCON and Air Route T ra ffic Control Center. Recommendati cns were
developed and forwarded to Washington.

Because of increasing aeronautical a c t iv ity , above that an ticip ated , the C ity of B illin g s
requested to provide space in th e ir new adm inistrative building fo r a separate tower

^ n d communications sta tio n rath er than combine the f a c i l i t i e s as o rig in a lly planned.

Norman Carlberg completed in s ta lla t io n of Service "B” relay equipment a t Paso Robles,
C aliforn ia INSAC.

Norman then jo ined fo rces with Sam Rosenfeld to complete the in s ta lla t io n of Service nBtt
M ilitary F lig h t Serv ice relay equipment a t Thermal INSAC fo r relay operation with March
Air Force Base.

Carlberg i s now a t Lovelock beginning the move of A/G console and teletype equipment
from the tower cab to new operations space on the ground f lo o r . The move i s being made
in order to accommodate Service r,Btt relay equipment.

Sam Rosenfeld departed fo r Raton, N.M. where he w ill in s t a l l teletype equipment as part
of the re establishm ent of the Weather Bureau Sta tio n at Crews F ie ld .

ff jf e d McCauley completed the temporary in s ta lla t io n of Service MBH relay equipment at
novelock and departed on annual leav e.

Roger Baker completed in s ta lla t io n of Service "B” telety p e equipment in Los Angeles ARTC
Center fo r the F lig h t Data p o sitio n . He aLso completed the modernization of the teletype
layout in the Regional O ffice Message Center.

Ed Pardee and George Martin continued the in s ta lla t io n of U channel con tro l equipment
at Denver ARTC Center.

R iley H arris, B i l l Foker and Dave Hegland completed the in s ta l la t io n of an approach
contro l p osition in the Ontario CS/T and the in s ta lla t io n of a SECO unit fo r operation
with ifeather Bureau automatic weather observing equipment.

R iley H arris, B i l l Foker, Murry Asilowitz and Dave Hegland continued the rearrangement
of transm itters and tune up of receiv ers and transm itters a t Saddle Peak as p art of the
modernization of A/G communications f a c i l i t i e s in the Los Angeles ARTC Center.

(Continued on next page)
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Frank Dettmer completed rebuilding the hangar top antenna structure at Pueblo* and has
plunged in to the INSACS remodeling and broadcast booth in s ta l la t io n at Los Angelea
In ternational Airport» The remodeling work involves flo o r trenching and rearranging
of p a r tit io n s °s with th is work going on during the communication operations the pedestrian
t r a f f i c i s re a lly congested*

Jim Crenshaw* now on annual lea v e* w ill soon s ta r t on the enlargement of the INSACS
operations room at Daggett* C aliforn ia* In addition to the building extension* there
w ill b e revamping of the e le c t r ic a l system and additional lig h tin g .

Tom Tarpo made miscellaneous improvements at f a c i l i t i e s in the W^oming-Colorado area*
His next assignment is fo r miscellaneous improvements a t the Grand Junction VOR s i t e .

Fred Yandell supervised in s ta lla t io n of the heating system at Bellingham* Washington
and is now a t Laramie* Wyoming s o lic i t in g bids fo r a delta frame antenna structure*

The Rock Springs Fort Bridger S a te l l i te console modernization p ro jec t i s now progressing
s a t is fa c to r ily * The missing equipment f in a l ly arrived . Paul A llee* Dick and Darel
Preator* Tom Carrington* and Tom Bracken are again ra is in g the dust in order to complete
th is p ro je c t on schedule. Looks l ik e they are going to do i t . m

The Seattle Tacom a Center and Tower Modernization is s t i l l in progress with Howard i>yle*
Jim Carr* Clyde Olson* Bob Payne* John Elwood* Hank Scribner and E arl Jobe in attendance,

Udell Larsen and W* Harvey have completed the Service "B" work at Oakland and are in
S e a ttle relocatin g the lo c a liz e r equipment.

Wes Martyn i s our newest addition to our Regional O ffice engineering fo r c e . He is
already knee deep in VOR problems and is pitching in to them lik e an old hand.

Fred Townsend is taking a few days away frcm the R.O. to p a rtic ip a te in acceptance
inspection of the Kiowa VOR and explore the Colorado Springs area for a possible VOR
s ite * Before the end of the month Fred w ill a lso see fo r him self whether or not i t
snows early a t the Utah Lake VOR,

Marion Frampton has returned to duty a fte r quite a session with the man who wields tto^y,
knife«. He says he is fu l ly recovered now and anxious to get back in the harness agaiWi)

P i l l Beekman prepared fo r sane rugged fie ld w o rk by taking a short r e s t and a check up
with the "Doc”. Upon return to duty* he made a fly in g tr ip to Whidbey Island to obtain
the necessary data fo r us to proceed with a VOR construction co n tra ct. He is now at
San Jose where he i s exploring the area fo r a place to re lo ca te the San Francisco VOR,

Marion Duncan has been the Government rep resentative fo r the construction of the Kiowa
VOR* Our high speed contractor has completed th is f a c i l i t y in le s s than 30 days* so
Marion has hardly had time to get settled * His next assignment w ill require th at he
tra v e l across the region to San Diego where he w ill supervise dismantling of the
San Diego VOR*

V. 0* Vick continues as Government representative fo r construction of the Utah Ldce 
Mountain-Top VOR* He hasn8t reported any deep snow stop the mountain so fa r so* with
a l i t t l e luck* perhaps he w ill miss I t a l l . He w ill next go to San Francisco and over
see the completion of the TVOR construction* A fter th at* we expect he w ill be r eacfcr
to he ad north toward S e a ttle fo r some well earned annual leav e .

(Continued on next page)
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Max Pollock and our Technical Services Engineer* Romanishin* are a t San Francisco getting
the TVOR construction underway» While at San Francisco Max is looking around f  or a pos
s ib le s i t e to re lo ca te San Francisco Gap MHW0

Chuck Dickow* Fred Hempt and Don Robb chased the la s t of the bugs from the Oceanside VOR
and saw th at f a c i l i t y commissioned* Chuck i s now a t Lucin fo r the f in a l inspection and
commissioning of that VOR* Fred and Don have headed toward a warmer clim ate a t Banning
where they are in s ta llin g e le ctro n ic modulators and power supplies at the Fan Marker*
They w ill next head north for a sim ilar p ro je c t at La Grande* Oregon*

Maynard Hegland and Erwin Clark have spent most of the month working about the Regional
O ffice with some time o ff to see th e ir d en tists* Erwin0s jaw showed the re s u lts looked
lik e he had the mumps* They are now a t Utah Lake helping with the VOR electro n ic
equipment in s ta lla tio n *

Emmett Whitney* Bob Crookshank and Vic Beacken completed the Pueblo VOR and saw that
f a c i l i t y commissioned early in the month* Emmett and Bob then took o ff to get in th e ir
annual hunting* Vic Beacken remained in Colorado to in s t a l l Conelrad control at the

^ u r o r a MHW* A ll three are now at Utah Lake where they are pushing the VOR in s ta lla t io n
^ P s rapidly as p ossib le*

Boyd Preece and Glenn Shoop are winding up the Lucin VOR* We expect to see them a t
Walla Walla very sh ortly where they w ill s ta r t the TVOR in s ta lla t io n *

Chuck Baggy* John Williams and A1 Calloway have ju s t about completed relocation of the
San Diego VOR* They w ill next remove equipment from the old f a c i l i t y and then take
annual leave*

Glenn Kassing and Herb Happoldt have run in to an unusual v arie ty of bugs during the
in s ta lla t io n of the l* loop antenna assembly at the Portland VOR* The f a c i l i t y is in the
flig h t ch e ck stage and diould be back on the a ir soon* Their next assignment w ill be
establishment of voice and contro l at the Williams VOR*

Contract was awarded fo r the relocation of the outer and middle marker s ite s f o r the
new NW/SE instrument runway a t B illin g s * Montana* The notice to proceed has beai issued

i j j j f f e c t iv e October 2U* 1955* Dave Domaskin w ill be Resident Engineer*

The relo ca tio n of the lo c a liz e r building at S e a t t le and cable is being completed under 
the d irectio n of Gene Newman*

Frank Beauchamp* Udell Larsen* "Red“ Pedri and Winifred Harvey estimate th at they w ill
complete the relo catio n of the Seattle/Tacoma ILS lo c a liz e r approximately November 1*

Contract fo r the S a lt Lake C ity HIALL has been awarded and construction sta rted on
October 2l±* with Harry Mellen as Construction Supervisor i n charge*

E arl T re jbal* C iv il Engineer (temporary appointment) i s making the surveys fo r the PAR
r e f le c to r s a t Portland and S e a ttle *

Jim Cole reports from Portland* Oregon th a t the IFR room in s ta lla t io n is nearing completio
with a ta rg e t date fo r the acceptance inspection s e t fo r the f i r s t week in November*
Jim i s being a ss is te d by Darol Hafner* (Continued on next page)
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The Oakland radar repeaoer and communication in s ta lla t io n has been progressing under
the guidance of Bob Faul* who is being assisted by Rafael Lopez# Barring unforeseen
delays* Bob w ill complete th is job during the f i r s t week of November* a t which time
Rafael w ill commence h is long delayed vacation in Florida#

Paul Watkins* Damon Capps and Doug Brown completed the Denver remote tran sm itter s ite
ASR cable replacement job October 21# Paul i s scheduled to relax and go hunting in
Idaho fo r three weeks# Doug w ill a s s is t Ed Pardee at the Denver Center u n til Paul
returns from leave* Damon w ill return to Oakland to a s s is t with the ASR »2 repeater
in sta lla tio n #

Don Hughes* Joe Shukal and Clyde H arrell are continuing th e ir work with the Los Angeles
ASR# Clyde recen tly joined the Navigational Aids No* 2 Section of the Establishm ent
Branch* having tran sferred from the Naval Ship Yard at Long Beach#

Rex Brown is working with Washington Engineer Lou Rudolph on the acceptance of the
Burbank ASR 3* The 72 hour check on one channel has been completed! however* we have 
not received o f f i c i a l re su lts of th is run as of th is writing# I t is expected th at the
acceptance inspection w ill be completed sh o rtly a fte r November 10

UHF Ted Kurth and R*E# Joseph conducted engine generator surveys a t Bryce Canyon*
Cedar City and Delta* Utah#

Bob Chambers and “Nick11 N icholls conducted surveys fo r i n i t i a l planning of UHF in s ta l la
tio n s a t Buttq, B illin g s and Pocatello# N icholls conducted f in a l inspection fo r
stru ctu ra l work a t Areata and Salinas*

P h il N ico le tti and crew of Bob Betz* James Barnes* Myron Gaulke and Pat McCarty completed 
UHF work a t S e a ttle and are now in s ta ll in g UHF equipment a t Yakima*

John Rathjen and crew cf Joe Covington and Lloyd Allen are in s ta llin g equipment a t
Bakersfield#

Wayne Brown and contract crew are a t Portland fo r the completion of the remote sta tio n
lin k and INSAC UHF0 One tower UHF frequency i s involved*

A1 Marsden and con tract crews completed Cutbank* Montana# They l e f t Spokane* Washinjfcn
incomplete due to console work in progress# They are now in s ta llin g UHF equipment a t
Helena* Montana*

Ed Alfonso and con tract crews completed the standby in sta lla tio n i* at Cheyenne* Wyoming*
and halted work at Eagle* Colorado fo r the extension of the building# They are now
working a t Delta and Cedar City* Utah#

Orion B etz8s crew is sta rtin g work on the Oakland lin k and putting f in a l touctes on the
Los Angeles Center Saddle Peak link# Carl Weidert has been in charge while Orion has
handled leave r e l i e f d e ta ils fo r co n tract crew supervisors# Orion covered a lo t of
te r r ito ry to re lie v e at Eagle* Helena and Portland*

Jack Riebe made sta tio n surveys at Reno* Nevada Municipal and Butte* Montana Municipal
Airports* and remote s ite surveys a t Reno VOR and Pea Vine Peak* as well as a t Copper
Mountain in Butte v ic in ity * He also prepared plans and sp e c ifica tio n s fo r the Reno
Remote Site# (Continued on next page)
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Clyde Lee supervised construction a t B ak ersfie ld , C aliforn ia and has moved to Blythe,
C a lifo rn ia , P rescott and Zuni, Arizona, to supervise construction at a l l three locations»

Dave Evans has completed the construction a t S a lin a s , C a lifo rn ia and went on annual
leave» His next assignment w ill be Stockton, C alifornia»

Frank Gavin i s supervising construction a t Pendleton, Oregon® He expects to be fin ish ed
the f i r s t of November in time to handLe Yakima, Washington and Lewistown, Montana»

Bob Dahms has completed the construction at Santa Fe and Grants, New Mexico, and is cur
ren tly supervising construction at Las Vegas, New Mexico»

Jim Pace completed Helena and is d istribu tin g proposals fo r W hitehall, Montana! Idaho
F a l ls , Idaho! an<̂ Drummond, Montana, before he rep o rts to Douglas, Vfyoraing.

Len LaFornara held f in a l inspection fo r the Santa Fe and Grants, Arizona p ro jec ts p rior
to moving to Denver, Colorado where he i s supervising construction of the Denver and
Akron, Colorado pro jects»

^ f t i l l Murray reliev ed Clyde Lee a t Bakersfield and w ill complete the job and then depart
fo r S a l t Lake City»

Maintenance Branch Ruben Hansen, SES, Livington, Montana, was released from a
Denver h o sp ita l on October 6 and he and Mrso Hansen returned to th e ir home in Livingston»
Mr» Hansen was serio u sly in jured in a highway accident near Raton, New Mexico on h is
return from a DME c la ss a t Oklahoma City» We are ce rta in ly glad th at he is on the mend
and w ill retu rn to duty follow ing a recuperative period«

Messrs» Mackie and Clayton made a fa m ilia riz a tio n and inspection round robbin from Los
Angeles to S e a ttle and Boise and re tu rn , with stops a t intermediate points«

Jerry M elville i s holding an area meeting for Maintenance personnel at San Diego,
Wednesday, November 2ndo His tr ip to ATDS Headquarters has been postponed but he plans
to depart Los Angeles on November 7 to the P a c ific Northwest and way points»

/|®ihree classes of train in g on Model 28 Teletypewriters has been completed October 21«
^ Ih e students report th a t th is type of in stru ctio n w ill a s s is t them m ateria lly in f ie ld

trouble shooting problems» I t probably w ill be 30 days or more before the Model 28
f ie ld tra in in g crew w ill embark upon th is train in g program»

Regional o f f ic e train ing on UHF Air Ground equipment began on October 17* There w ill
be th ree or four Regional O ffice train ing classes and then a f ie ld crew w ill commence
tra in in g in the fie ld »

Two In tern atio n al Region students from Spain completed th e ir train in g in Establishment
and Maintenance programs October 21» Messrs© Ju lio Gonzales and Jose de l a Camara
w ill return to the In tern atio n a l Regional O ffice in Washington October 28« We wish
to thank a l l personnel involved in the good will tra in in g program fo r th e ir time and
e f fo r ts in helping these students»

AIRPORTS DIVISION

The f i r s t Region IV Grant O ffer under the $20 m illio n appropriation was isa ie d during
October to the S a lt Lake C ity Municipal Airport» This Offer in the amount of $201*388
i s fo r grading and draining the new term inal area* (Continued on next page)

21- -

­

-



           
         

      

             
          
             

            
 

          
          

        

          
            

          
     

    

 

             
             

           
             

 
  

 
 

  
  

 

  
 

  
 

 

 
   

  
  
  

 

 

  

  

     

  

P ro ject Applications to ta lin g over a h a lf m illio n d ollars were received th is month
from Los Angeles In tern atio n al A irport; B illin g s Municipal A irport; McCarran Field *
Las Vegas* Nevada; and Grand County A irport, Moab, Utah#

Mrc M arrio tt, Mr# Winger, and D is tr ic t A irport Engineer Drew attended a meeting of
the In tern ation al Northwest Aviation Council a t Xakima, a f te r which Messrs# M arriott
and Winger v is ite d the A irport B is t r ic t O ffice a t Helena; with D is tr ic t Airport Engineer
Perry, they attended the dedication of the new instrument runway at the B illin g s
Mimicipal Airport#

Mr# Winger attended the 1955 National A irports Conference at Norman, Oklahoma, jo in t ly
sponsored by the University of Oklahoma and the'American A ssociation of Airport
Executives, with the cooperation of the C iv il Aeronautics Administration#

Mr# Winger attended the annual meeting of the National A ssociation of S ta te Aviation
O ffic ia ls a t D allas, and a concurrent conference of Regional Airports Division C hiefs.
Mr. Herbert H. Howell, D irecto r, O ffice of A irports, attended both meetings.

(See Highlights continued on page 28)

* * » * *

BOND PROGRAM

In a memorandum to the f ie ld Ju ly 12, 1955 the regional Savings Bond
Chairman included a report cf the sta tu s of the Bond Program# We had
hoped th at by October 15 or so p artic ip a tio n would be increased# How
ever, the record now stands about as i t was on August 5th# Here i s the
story?

Group
Employees
6/1 & 8/5

Employees Part#
6/1 8/5

% Part
6/1

1A
.

CO

Regional A dm inistrator^
S ta f f 16 5 ‘ 9 31 56 .3

A irports D ivision 1*2 10 ' 12 23 28 .6
Business Administration 122 l à 59 36 1*8#1*
F a c i l i t i e s Division 699 165 195 23 27*9

Caretakers 1*5 0 0 0 0
S ta tio n Laborers 19 0 0 0 0

Air C arrier Division 69 16 21 23 30. 1*
A irc ra ft Engr# Division 65 25 33 38 50.8
General Safety D ivision 102 1*0 50 39 1*9
Airways Operations Div. 37 13 15 35 1*0.5

F ie ld F a c i l i t ie s 1599 393 1*95 2k 31 .0

2811* 711 889 25% 32*

*

V.

* # * # 

P# P. NOTES

No News is Good News2
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AKRON3 COLORADO

COMMUNICATION STATIONS Big news here i s s t i l l " Ik e " . E sp ecia lly in regard to
the VIP f l ig h ts passing through the Akron-^hurman VOR area . We reiser high p rio r ity
messages fo r the White House (Lowry a t Denver) as a routine fu n ctio n .

Had two incidents of aiding a ir c r a f t in d is tre ss recently?: One October 12 whereby 
a Twin Cessna, one cf those new 310 se ries ca lled Akron in the evening (a f te r dark)
advised he had lo s t a l l h is navigation instruments and asked fp r a f i x . He was
enroute Cheyenhe, Vftroming to Garden C ity , Kansas. The s p e c ia lis t was able to get
h is reading on Akron before the plane tran sm itter evidently went out. A ll informa
tio n in th is regard, the beacon and lig h ts at Akron, weather in the area was broad
cast in the blind to the a ir c r a f t . Further, a l l sta tion s within a 250 mile radius
were a lerted by message on c ir c u it B and the Denver Center a lerted . Nearly two
hours l a t e r , a can cella tio n message addressed to a l l sta tio n s was sent by Colorado
Springs th a t the a ir c r a f t had landed th ere . This in cid en t was forwarded to the
Denver Sa fe ty Agent fo r p ossib le fu rth er looking in to , as the se r ie s 310 may have 
some bugs in i t .

On October 13 a Cessna 120 (Chicago to Denver became lo s t a t night (la te evening)
and i f i t were not fo r the beacon e a s t of Akron (Wauenta) and the Akron beacon,
f ie ld and l ig h t s , he would have cracked up as he was LOST* A fter a cup of java
at the s ta t io n , relaxing and a l i t t l e p ilo t b r ie fin g he continued on to Denver.
(An a le r t n o tice was out on the a ir c r a f t . )

Here i s a simple but useful way to meet deadlines* As memo's, dispatches, e t c . ,
are received, requiring answer on such and such a date, make a couple <£ en tries
on your pad or executive calendar several days in advance of the deadline. A note
as to the D ivision B u lle tin number or date/time group of the dispatch should be
s u ff ic ie n t* I t works fo r me.

This should evoke memories from former 5th Region men. Claude Buckley entered
on duty here as a tr a in e e . He advised he had form erly worked fo r the CAA a t
Overton, Nebraska. I f my memory serves me, believe Overton and Big Springs were
shut down about 19U5®

OGDEN3 UTAH

COMMUNICATION STATION?. F lig h t planning a c tiv ity at Ogden almost doubled
following the favorable p u b lic ity given the serv ice in the near f a t a l crash landing
of N76I i l l on mountains between Hanksville and S a lt Lake C ity (see Fage 5 , NEWS fo r
August). Quick action by Search & Rescue saved the liv e s of the two men on board.

(Continued cn next page)
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The S ta te Aeronautical D irector and lo c a l newspapers gave C*A*A* f l ig h t planning,
service f u l l c re d it fo r making rescue possible®

Thomas Martin se t a sta tio n record fo r 11saves* on October 1 by warning H ill AFB
Tower of a to ta l of s ix j e t a ir c r a f t observed landing at Ogden instead of H ill AFB®
One Marine je t did not have fu e l to continue to H ill and landed at Ogden anyway
but with the knowledge th at runway length was £350 instead of 8700 feet®

T h irty three F a irch ild C 82 (Flying Boxcars) were recen tly sold by H ill AFB® One
was acquired by Truman Miley fo r his lo c a l spraying f l e e t and w ill remain at Ogden*
Several were brought to Ogden fo r prelim inary o u tfittin g before being fe r r ie d to
Miami and other p oin ts0 Over 300 surplus Cl*5> a ir c r a f t are expected to be released
fo r sa le soon most Model B 18S, many nearly new* This a c tiv ity has been a boon
to lo c a l operators and p ilo ts servicing and ferrying the aircraft«»

♦ •jfr

MONTEE STILL FLYING AT 93i

Airways F lig h t Inspectors R® H* Lewis and J* F® McCormick helped James F® (Dad)
Montee celebrate h is 93rd birthday th is year* Dad is the o ld est activ e p ilo t in
the United S ta te s , and each year celeb rates his birthday by taking his fam ily fo r
an airplane ride«

I t was done th is year in CAA Douglas N23 with Lewis and McCormick serving as host
to Dad and twelve fam ily members and the press® I t was reported Dad took righ t over
by ra is in g the p ilo t seat to the co rrect height, and making other cockpit adjustments
as he flew . During the f l ig h t various fam ily members came forward to congratulate
Dad, and to see how he was doing«

Dad has many accomplishments to h is long record in aviation such ass soloing at
age 6k$ the old est p ilo t to solo and get a licen se building racing planes in the
1920°s, and winning f i r s t and second p laces in the 192£ tran scon tin en tal race$
heading up the Montee a e r ia l c irc u s , e tc *

Dad a ttrib u tes h is keen mind and good health to the philosophy of liv in g each day t f j j
as i t comes and looking o p tim is tica lly to the future And taking th at airplancF^
ride each year I

ROY J . BROWN RETIRES

As we see more and more of our old time fellow workers r e t i r e , th ere comes the
re a liz a tio n th a t the C«A0A* is g ettin g up there in years« Ray Brown, Chief o f the
Ukiah S ta tio n i s the la t e s t of our people to c a l l i t quits® As of October 31, 19f>i>
he leaves the s tr e s s and s tr a in of running a Communication S ta tio n and r e t i r e s to
the land of milk and honey, Oceanside, C alifornia«

Roy i s a n ative C a lifo rn ia , born and raised in Hanford, C a lifo rn ia . He served with 
the Army during the f i r s t World War and entered our service at Blue Canyon on
November 8 , 1929» He subsequently served at Auburn, Liveimore, Sexton Summit,
Oceanside and S a lt Lake City* He was appointed Chief of the Ukiah S ta tio n in
October 19f?2*

We are going to miss Roy in our organization and extend our b est wishes fo r many
happy days ahead* Good luck Roy!

* *
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PROMOTION UNDER WHITTEN AMENDMENT
Q. I am a grade GS-7 in a Combined F a cility ^ q u alified and e lig ib le fo r promotion to

grade GS 9 in a Tower or Combined Facility® I f my grade is r e c la s s f ie d to GS~8 w ill
i t be necessary to complete one year as GS-8 before being e lig ib le fo r promotion
to GS-9?

A® Under a new in terp re ta tio n received from the C iv il Service Commission i t would be
possib le fo r you to be promoted to the GS»9 p o sitio n without waiting one year since
you are otherwise e lig ib le provided§

1# You are promoted a t a lo catio n where there are no GS-8 positions® In other
words since your p osition i s being rea llo cated you could not be promoted to
a GS 9 a t the same lo catio n without serving in the GS-8 fo r one year® You
could however be promoted at another lo ca tio n where there is no GS«8 position®
This authority stems from that portion of the Whitten Amendment which sta te s
th at two grade promotions may be made i f the p osition s are normally c la s s if ie d
at two grade intervals®

This same in terp re ta tio n would apply fo r those employees who are already serving
in an intervening grade fo r examples

A 1® A Communicator GS 5 a t Los Angeles who meets a l l of the requirements fo r GS 7
Communication p o sitio n bids and is promoted to a GS-6 position at LAX on June 
5$ 1955® (Since LAX has GS-6 p osition s he could not have been promoted to a
GS»7 at that lo ca tio n and would have to w ait one year from date of promotion
to GS-6 to be promoted to a GS 7 a t LAX®) Howevers he bids on a GS-7 a t
Thermal on October 9s 195>5® Since at Thermal there are no GS~6 positions
he would be e lig ib le to be promoted immediately without waiting the one year©

2® Likewise a per sen promoted to a Combined F a c i l i ty or Tower GS~8 p osition does
not have to wait cne year frcm that date to be promoted to a GS »9 providing
there i s no GS*=8 p osition a t the location to which premotion i s proposed. He
however cannot be promoted to a GS 9 at his present lo ca tio n since obviously
there i s an intervening job©

As has always been the case under the Whitten Amendment there is no problem in
promoting a man to a grade lev e l which he form erly occupied®

(Continued cn next page )
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CONVERSION TO CAREER OR CAREER CONDITIONAL STATUS
During the la s t session of Congress the conversion requirements were somewhat lib e ra liz e d
so that about IjÔ OOO more "Indefinite** government employees could acquire C iv il Service
status« The C iv il Service Commission has now published the regulations under which we
w ill operate th is new conversion program«

We have at p re s e n ta b o u t 50 employees who do not have sta tu s and on a quick check which 
we made* we believe that we can convert about hO of th ese0

The basic requirements fo r th is conversion areg

1« The employee must serve under other than a temporary lim ited appointment during
the period from January 23* 1955 through November 10* 1955 with no break in
service« Separation fo r m ilita ry serv ice w ill not be counted as a break i f the
employee i s reemployed a fte r completion of m ilita ry service«

2« The employee must have completed a minimum of three years of sa tis fa c to ry serv ice
p rio r to making application« This three year requirement need not be consecutive
Any type of appointment i s cred itab le except an Excepted Appointment«

O

3« The employee must subnit his ap p lication to the Agency p rio r to November 11* 1956®
C iv il Serv ice Commission Form k93 must be used to apply fo r conversion« Iffe have
ordered these forms and as soon as they are received we w ill m ail them to e lig ib le
employees«

lu The employee must have q u alified in a su itab le c i v i l serv ice examination« For th is
purpose an employee is q u a lifie d i f he was e lig ib le in any C iv il Service examination
taken during the period beginning June 3 1950 to the present which could be used to
f i l l any p osition which the employee held during the same period« For example 
an applicant who was e lig ib le as a stenographer in San Francisco in 1951 and who
served in a stenographic p osition in New York in 195k in the same grade fo r which
she was e lig ib le would be q u a lifie d from an examining viewpoint« I f the dates were
reversed* the same answer would apply«

I f an employee has not passed an appropriate examination his ap p lication fo r status..
Form U93 (together with Form 57) w ill be forwarded to the Commission by LA-90 fo r j jp )
a non competitive examination«

5« The employee must be recommended by the Agency before he can be converted« When an
employee has been approved fo r conversion we must then determine whether he is to
be given Career or Career ConditionaL status» To make th is determination we re ly on
the previous conversion process« To get Career statu s an employee must have been 
employed fo r three consecutive years under an appropriate type of appointment« I f
he has not* then he must be converted to a Career Conditional status«

As soon as we receive theFom sU 93 we w ill send them to those employees who are
e lig ib le « Please do not send your ap p lication to us on any other form«

WAGE SCHEDULE EMPLOYEE Salary Policy
In the past there has been some question on what happens to a wage schedule employee when
he is reassigned to another wage schedule area« We have received some new inform ation
from Washington which gives us a pattern to work with fo r those employees whose salaries

(Continued on next page)

26- -

-

-

-

-

-

-



            

               
                

                 
             
            

                 
              
              

        

   

             
             

        

             
               

                
            

             
             

             
      

              
           

         
         

                 
           

          
             

      

             
               
             

   

                 
                

             
               

            
              

           
       

 

  

were MsavedMwhen they moved from C la ss ifica tio n Act position to Wage Schedule position«

The p o licy fo r a Wage Schedule employee currently serving on a “saved r a te ” who is re
assigned to another p o sitio n in the same lin e of work in a d iffere n t wage schedule area
w ill continue to be paid a t his current “saved ra te ” or w ill be paid at the step rate
of the new schedule which most nearly matches but is not le s s than h is present r a te .
He w ill be paid whichever i s the higher rate under the above formula.

A Wage Schedule employee who is changed to a lower wage le v e l a t h is request* in reduction
in fo rce* or fo r any other reason except personal cause or change in job evaluation* w ill
be paid a t the ra te in the lower wage le v e l which most nearly matches but does not
exceed the rate he received ju s t p rior to demotion.

Determination of Prevailing Rates

Several questions have been raised* which indicate a need fo r c la r i f ic a t io n of the way
wage schedules are constructed and the rela tio n sh ip between the schedules and the going
ra tes fo r p a rticu la r kinds of jobs in the community.

0 g e schedules are estab lish ed and revised based on surveys conducted by lo c a li ty wage
survey boards. L o ca lity surveys are made in recognition of the f act that the general
p rice and wage stru ctu re is dynamic from year to year and that the ra te of change through
out the country i s not uniform. There are no prescribed in te rv a ls fo r such surveys*
annual or otherwise. Rather* they are made when the persons chargsd with resp o n sib ility
fo r keeping abreast of in d u str ia l pay conditions believe that a p a rticu la r area8s wage
schedule has become out of lin e with lo c a l prevailing ra te s . Existin g schedules remain
in fo rce u n til revised schedules are issued .

Local wage data is co llec ted by tra in ed salary and wage analysts who v is i t various
in d u str ia l p lants and u t i l i t i e s . Such organizations as wholesale and r e t a i l ou tlets*
f in a n c ia l in s titu tio n s * h otels* restau ran ts* and construction companies are generally
omitted because th e ir labor and employment conditions d if fe r m ateria lly from ours.
There i s no attempt to c o lle c t data on a l l the jobs present in the community or in the
government in s ta lla t io n s located there since th is would cause the survey to become
lengthy* d etailed * and p ro h ib itiv e ly expensive. Instead* job coverage i s lim ited to

•rta in key jobs which are used as benchmarks fo r the various le v e ls of s k i l l and
sp o n sib ility ty p ified by the wage schedule grades.

A fter the data have been co llected * the average ra te received by employees in each key
job is computed. The average r a te s are then p lotted by grade lev e l and wage lev el*
and a f te r fu rth er s t a t i s t i c a l treatment a schedule i s created in lin e with prevailing
ra tes in the lo c a l i ty .

I t should be noted th at the technique applied is one of pricing work on the b a s is of
s k i l l le v e ls . There i s no attempt to compare jo bs as such* and there is not n ecessarily
a d ire c t re la tio n sh ip between the average ra te s paid to “journeyman” carpenters in the
area and the rate provided fo r the grade a t which such carpenters are evaluated under
the standards. This technique was adopted beea u se .it was f e l t mere important to maintain
good in tern a l alignment between le v e l of s k i l ls in the government rath er than to attempt
to maintain a d ire ct pay rela tio n sh ip between jo b s in sid e and outside the government 
se rv ice . Lp ■ lipiipQ ,jv V.v.,/., ... 0

# * *
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D ivision Highlights Continued from page 22

Airways Operations D ivision Air Defense Liaison O fficer 25th ADD

In collaboration with the 25th ADD* S e a ttle Center and RAPCON we have in it ia te d
a p ro jec t of ind octrination of Air C arrier Operations personnel with McChord AFB
activities«» Each group con sists of about 10 people® Five groups have been
handled*the program con sistin g of the followings A 1 to 2 hour b r ie fin g * v is i t s
to AlXJC* ADDC* A lert hangar where j e t scrambles are observed then to RAPCON fo r
f in a l ATC b rie fin g *

The je t in d octrination ride program has been completed as fa r as the o rig in a l
l i s t of names are concerned* An additional l i s t i s being submitted to the 25th
ADD fo r continuation of the program.

Representatives of the Hughes A ircra ft Company v is ite d McChord on October 21* in
connection with a study they are making on the a ir t r a f f i c contro l problem*

A release was made to the Western Oregon and Washington press concerning the pro«
posed ADIZs and Regulation 620*

# # * *

INCENTIVE AWARDS STORY

The Washington o ff ic e recen tly authorized greater authority to the Regions
on granting cash awards fo r employee contributions*

Heretofore the region has oiiJLy had authority to grant $50*00 fo r employee
suggestions* This authority has been extended to $250.00 provided the award
is calcu lated according to the prescribed sca le published by the Department.
In addition* the region has authority to make cash awards fo r superior per
formance on the jo b . The minimum such award is $100.00 and the maximum sh a ll
be the equivalent of a one step increase fo r the grade of the employee. For
example* the reg io n 's authority on a GS-3 i s lim ited to $100.00 since: the step
increase fo r th is grade i s $85*00. For a GS-8* the reg io n 's lim it i s $135*00
since that is the step rate increase fo r th is grade.

Right now the Incentive Awards Committee is poring over the outstanding ratings
referred to i t fo r actio n . This i s a time consuming chore but a report on the
re su lts should be forthcoming within th e next 30 days.

Recently the Committee reorganized. C. T0 Holman* Chief of the Manufacturing
Inspection Branch of A ircra ft Engineering was named as Chairman. Vaughn
Clayton* Deputy Chief* F a c i l i t ie s Maintenance Branch was se lected as V ice
Chairman. Other members include C. W„ Larsen* Deputy Chief* Airways Operations
and form erly Committee Chairman! W. 0. Johnson of A irports and George Hammond
of Business Administration. The Personnel Branch rep resentative i s Glyndon
Hiley >¿10 serves as the Incentive Awards Program O ffice r.

The Committee wishes to remind everyone th a t are the persons who make the
Incentive Program work. A suggestion should always be regarded as a message
from an employee who is trying to help out C.A.A.

* * * *
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QUESTION BOX?
How do I calcu late my per diem claim when rate is reduced a fter 15 days at a
location?

Employee on $10.00 per diem arriving at Boise, Idaho, on November 2 (3:00PM), and
departing from there on November 28 (2:30PM) would present claim su bstan tia lly
as follows?

Nov. 2 Depart Spokane
Arrive Boise

9$00 AM
3î00 PM 3/U day @ $10.00 $ 7.50 (1 )

Nov. 3 17 On duty Boise
Nov* 18 28 On duty Boise,

15 days @ $10.00 150.00 (2)

Depart 28th 2:30 PM 11 days © $ 8.00 88.00 (3)
Nov* 29 Arrive Spokane 10:00 AM 1/2 day © $10*00 5 .00 (U)

A ll transportation by Government Car C 10000*

(1) F ir s t calendar day or portion thereof a t basic rate*
(2) 15 f u l l $ays at basic ra te .
(3) Seduced rate which holds through midnight of day

of departure.
( « Basic ra te restored 12$01 AM of day a f t e r departure*

Can I use duplicate copy of sales s l ip to obtain reimbursement from an Imprest
Fund?

Yes, i f signature of vendor, and signature of purchaser, i s orig inal* Refer
to A.O. 123 (R eceip ts)•

Should my Supervisor and F prepare a Form 657* Property Clearance form fo r me
when I tran sfer to another region?

Yes. Transfers are the same as resignations as fa r as personally charged
property; cred en tia ls ; T/Rs; Forms 1&, e tc . are concerned* Form 657 should
be forwarded in duplicate, through channels, to LA-90 (several days before
tra n s fe r ) , a fte r signature by you and supervisor. F inal salary check from
th is region is held u n til clearance is processed. (See A.O, 205* paragraph V .)

A ll of us know th at cash awards are subject to withholding ta x . Can the Cash Award
provided in the scale of b en efits be adjusted upwards by a sum su ffic ie n t to cover the
withholding tax?
No. the awards scale prescribed by the C iv il Service Com ission and the Department shows
the to ta l cash award to be granted. Tax is then deducted from the award* I f i t were
done otherwise, there would be certa in problems. I f such an adjustment in the tax
were made, the gross award would vary according to the number of dependents and would
lead to inconsistencies*
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CAA R e g i o n F o u r  ,Fede r a l C r e d i t Union

JUST A . .B .. C .

The Credit Union plan i s a simple plan . No wonder i t works so well I,

Ju st A A group o f people ( lik e us) put our savings reg u larly in to a general fund 
and then e le c t a few of us to take care o f i t .

B <>“ When we need cash, we borrow from the fund and pay a low ra te o f in te re s t fo r
use o f the money.

AND C This money we pay as in te re s t provides the income pays the expenses o f
operation» What’ s l e f t over gives us a dividend.

Contact your Credit Union today» Joining i s as simple as A B C» By the way, i f you
already belong, t e l l some o f your CAA frien d s who have not yet realized the many
advantages of belonging to the Credit Union»

"SO YOU DON’ T NEED THE CREDIT UNION?"

L e t’ s put i t th is way'» How many people in your immediate c ir c le of friends pay cash
fo r a ca r, a new freezer or other major appliance? W ell, THEY need the cred it union»
Surely they do not save up the money needed fo r a purchase of any consequence in an
old shoe under the bed!

Now, how many people do you know who have purchased a new car or some other major
item p a r t ia lly on cred it? THEY need the cred it union because o f the a ttra c t iv e
featu res o f cred it union financing including low in te r e s t , no minimum charges, loan
p rotection and other advantages»

So th a t leaves the person who NEVER borrows, the one who never saves, but ju s t goes
along l i f e ’ s merry way lik e a grasshopper feastin g in plenty and starving in want»
That person needs the cred it union most o f a l l 0 For him self and fo r h is community
to es ta b lish the habit o f t h r i f t and to learn to save fo r a rainy day.

"Now who is l e f t who does not need the cred it union?"

WHY NOT JOIN YOUR CREDIT UNION NOW?
F i l l in and m ail th is blank today

CAA Region Four Federal Credit Union 
5651 Wo Manchester Avenue
Los Angeles 45, C alifo rn ia

Yes, I desire to become a member of the Credit Union. Please
send me membership signature card and add itional information

_ _ _ _ _ Also, I wish to apply fo r a loan o f _ to be repaid
in _________ _ monthly payments»

Name__________

Address__________________ ____________ ____________
NOTEs Loans up to $400 may be granted on signature alone i f employed by CAA

3 years or more» Higher loans are av ailab le provided adequate c o lla te r a l
i s furnished, such as automobile, co sig n ers, etc»
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Regional A dm inistrators Column continued from page 3

S im ilarly the A irports Division might say we can help pay fo r runway lig h tin g
but not approach lig h ts» This statement is inaccurate from the CAA viewpoint
because the F a c i l i t ie s Division in s ta l ls approach lig h ts with Government funds
(EANF).

Again i t would be inaccurate fo r an Aviation Safety Agent to t e l l a p ilo t th a t
the VFR minimums are llDOO fe e t and 3 m iles without adding ‘»but the Tower Controller
can authorize VFR f l ig h t down to 1 m ile v i s ib i l i t y within h is contro l zone»“ So
we must a l l exercise care to be sure statements made are accurate from the stand
point of our to ta l CAA fu nction .

Another thing th at appears to be a road sign toward improved sa fe ty , coming out 
of the in v estig atio n of the private plane accident i s to increase our advisory

m service in connection with f l ig h ts under marginal weather conditions. We might
well place the in fle c tio n or emphasis on discouraging private p ilo ts from taking
o ff under conditions which we know w ill require IFR f l ig h t , without a proper IFR
f l ig h t plan. Possibly in th is connection we are also ju s t i f ie d in requesting the
p ilo t to sig n ify on the f l ig h t plan th at he does have an instrument ra tin g .
Perhaps i f we see th a t a p ilo t is s ta rtin g a f l ig h t which w ill resu lt in a v io la tio n
the tower should warn him of that f a c t and advise that an incident report w ill be 
made.

C ertainly we should explore every p o s s ib ility of surrounding these f l ig h ts under 
marginal weather conditions with the maximum sa fety guidance without re s tr ic t in g
those who are fu l ly quali f ie d to f l y under the ex istin g conditions. We are
seriously considering th is problem, and i t may include recommendations to Washington
fo r changes in procedures and regulations. In the meantime your continued a l t e r t
ness and reporting of unsafe conditions w ill advance our ov erall CAA safety program.

* * * *
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