
   

      

     

     

    

           
             

           

           
            
         

         
           

         

            
            

            
              
         

           
              
              

             
       

           
         

               
                

           
           

   

VOL« II,NO<r 5 NOVEMBER 1« 195k

OF SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL AND WASHINGTON ACTIVITIES

CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION. LOS ANGÉLES, CALIFORNIA

SOME MAJOR FUNCTIONS OF THE CM

by
Glen Do Woodmansee,. Regional Attorney

Whether A lfred , Lord Tennyson was endowed with the g i f t o f prophecy, I do
not know, but that he merits consideration as a forecaster o f future events is
indicated by the fo llow ing verse from ”Locksley H all” , written some 100 years
agos

” «««For I d ip t in to the future, fa r as human eye could see,
Saw the Vision of the world, and a l l the wonder that would be$
Saw the heavens f i l l with commerce, argosies of magic s a ils ,
P ilo ts o f the purple tw iligh t, dropping down with costly bales|
Heard the heavens f i l l with shouting, and there rained a ghastly dew
From the nations8 a iry navies grappling in the central b lu e«”

When those lin es were w ritten , man traveled by stagecoach, saddle horse and s a il
ing vessel« In 1903, he f i r s t successfully defied grav ity in a controlled, power
driven cra ft at K itty Hawk, North Carolina, when O rville Wright remained airborne
in his crude fly in g machine fo r 12 seconds, traveling 120 fe e t « Later that day,
his brother Wilbur remained airborne 59 seconds, covering 852 feet®

Forty years a fter th is momentous event, ” the nations8 a iry navies” grappled
” in the central blue” over England and Germany in a death struggle fo r a ir supremacy« 
The most destructive war in h istory was won by a ir power* Today, the race fo r
control of the a ir in ten s ifie s and may continue with increased tempo u n til, perchance,
as predicted in another verse from Locksley Hall?

The war drums throb no longer and the battle fla g s are furled
in the Parliament o f Man, the Federation o f the world«

But the purpose o f th is a r t ic le is not to discuss the airplane as a weapon of
destruction > a conveyor o f the atom and hydrogen bomb but to discuss its
use in peaceful pursuits and the service o f the C iv il Aeronautics Administration in
fostering and regulating those argosies o f a ir commerce foreseen by the Poet«

(Continued on next page)
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The annual budget o f the CM exceeds $100*000,000.00* The major part o f th is
sum is spent in providing navigational aids to p ilo ts along 75*000 miles o f con­
tro lle d c i v i l airwayso Three fourths o f our 13*000 employees are engaged in th is type
of work«

To assist the p ilo t who f ly s at night without radio equipment* mountainous
regions are ligh ted by flash ing beacons*

To guide radio equipped planes along th e ir course of f l ig h t* 700 ground 
stations form a nationwide network o f radio beams*

To prevent the co llis ion of planes fly in g en route* 31 tra ff ic control
centers* each encompassing a large segment of the airways * assign
fl ig h t altitudes*

The p ilo t taking o f f from or landing at a con tro lled a irport is d irected
by the tower operator from his vantage point on the a irport* The task of
th is «a ir t r a f f ic copw is sim ilar to that o f the policeman who directs
automobiles at a congested intersection*

When an overcast hides the runway, the p ilo t landing at many of our large
airports is directed in his f in a l approach by a ground con tro lle r who sees
the airplane*s position on a radar screen*

ij.00 communications stations broadcast the lo ca l weather at thirty minute
in terva ls* A national te letype system disseminates the weather every hour* 
giving the p ilo t national coverage on wind d irection and ve lo c ity * tempera
ture and dew point* v is ib i l i t y and ceiling* These stations also assist
the p ilo t* when lo s t* to orient himself and get back on course*

The CM also passes on the qua lifica tions o f p ilo ts* a irc ra ft mechanics* f l ig h t
dispatchers* a irport control tower operators* f l ig h t navigators* f l ig h t engineers and
f l ig h t radio operators* Each must pass a written and p ractica l examination to quali
f y fo r his job*

Before an a ir carrier may operate* i t must have a f l i g h t crew and a irc ra ft
lidensed by the CM and* in addition* obtain from the Administration an operating
c e r t if ic a te setting fo rth the routes over which the a irc ra ft may f ly * the weather
conditions under which i t may operate* the airports upon which i t may land and the
maximum weight of the load i t may carry*

C iv i l a irc ra ft are registered with the Administration in i t s central o f f ic e at
Washington* D«C* Also any chattel mortgage or other indebtedness against an a ir
c ra ft is or should be recorded with the Administration, This protects the purchaser*
Before closing the deal* he consults the CM records in much the same fashion as a 
prudent person checks the County records to determine whether there are any unpaid
lien s or judgments recorded against a p iece o f rea l estate he plsns to buy* I f the
purchaser o f an airplane fa i l s to make th is check with CAA* he may la te r discover
that the registered owner from whom he bought the plane has not fu l ly paid fo r i t
and that the le g a l t i t l e is held by someone else* (Continued on page U)
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Regional flDmmisTRflTOR's CoLumn
I t is time to think about the coming Yuletide Season and

Christmas greeting cards* The sending of Christmas cards is a 
nice custom, but in a large organization i t becomes a l i t t l e im
practica l* In some organizations i t is mutually agreed that rather
than exchange Christmas cards, the money that would be spent fo r

th is purpose be given to charity* In lin e with th is thought Mrs* Marriott and I
have decided that th is year we w il l not send Christmas cards to a l l of you fid e CAA
fo lks but w il l se lect some worthwhile charitable pro ject and contribute to i t * life'
have chosen the Muscular Dystrophy Foundation of C a lif ornia.

Muscular I)ystrophy is a l i t t l e known disease of which there are some 200,000
victim s in the United States* One o f the reasons i t is l i t t l e known is that the 
victim s ra re ly l iv e beyond the teen age* The cause of the malady is unknown*
Neither is there any known cure or control* Active muscles suddenly become useless
and the condition, usually starting in the lower limbs, progresses u n til the child
is immobilized* Parents help lessly watch the ch ild gradually progress to almost
certain death* Medical science says that muscles once dead cannot be restored, there
fore the p o s s ib ility o f sawing those presently a ff l ic te d is extremely remote. However, 
research and discovery of the cause, and methods of treatment and control, may save
future cases*

We have annual fund ra is ing drives fo r many other more coiunon diseases
cancer, p o lio , heart, and tuberculosis* There was a national drive fo r Muscular
Dystrophy, but because the nature of this disease is not w ell known the drive was
not too productive. At any rate we are going to try to help stimulate the research
program which has been in it ia ted at the new Medical Department of the University
o f C a liforn ia at Los Angeles through the support o f the Muscular dystrophy Foundation
o f California*

Now i t is sometimes embarrassing to receive Christmas cards from people when
you don®t send them any* Since we are not sending cards to a l l of you we request
that you not send them to us* We might suggest that i f you care to partic ipate,
you send your contributions to Muscular Dystrophy Foundation, 18U6 South Curson, 
Los Angeles 19* Or, i f you fin d i t more convenient you could send your contribu
tion to the o ff ic e and we w i l l forward i t to the Foundation in the name of CAA.

Although Mrs. Marriott and I have a deep personal in terest in the Muscular 
Dystrophy research program, please understand that th is is only a suggestion and
certa in ly not a so lic ita t io n . As a matter o f fa c t many of you may have a strong
personal in terest in equally deserving programs to which you might wish to con
tribute your Ghristmas card money.

While we are talk ing about contributions, the Community Chest Drive is under
way during th is month and we certa in ly want to encourage your generous support of
th is very worthwhile a c t iv ity .

* * * * * . ■ * . *
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(Continued from page 2)

A sizable volume could be written on other services rendered by the CAA,
such as (1 ) i t s inspection o f a irc ra ft during various phases o f construction,
(2 ) i t s administration of the Washington National A irport and the National Airpor
Program, (3 ) i t s relationship with the C iv il Aeronautics Board in the enforcement
of the a ir sa fety ru les, (U) i t s responsibility in fostering and encouraging the
development of c i v i l aeronautics within the United States and vdth fore ign nations.

No one can predict the future ro le of our Agency. But one thing seems certain !
From, the inventive mind of sc ien tis ts and engineers, the airplane undoubtedly w il l
be perfected to a degree undreaired of today. To paraphrase a passage in F irs t
Corinthians Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither has i t entered into the
Binds o f men, the f in a l e f fe c t which this some^at te r r ify in g instrument may have 
upon the liv e s and fortunes of ourselves and future generations.

# * # # # * * * *
COMMENDATION ^

Quoted is a portion o f a le t t e r addressed to Hr. M arriott, from Mr. F.B. Butler,
Manager, San Francisco International A irport, commending our personnel fo r services
performed»

"F irs t of a l l , 1 wish to report on the Airport Department's behalf that we
are tremendously pleased with the tower move and the manner in which i t was
done. Everything seems to be percolating in splendid shape and we look fo r
ward now merely to the completion of the radar transfer and trust that i t w il l
be accomplished before we begin to get serious weather in terference.

"On the subject of the tower, I f e e l i t i s a splendid tribu te to your person
nel here that they operated so e f f ic ie n t ly during the period cf the month of
September when they were »o f f cen ter". Operations went on without a h itch and
without incident©

"Also© on behalf o f the tower personnel I wish you to know what a splendid
job they did during the fe s t iv a l period preceding the inauguration of opera
tions in the new terminal building© They handled the regular t r a f f ic plus
the fe s t iv a l business in an admirable manner© During the short periods when
the f ie ld was closed fo r stunt operations the resultant pile up of inbound 
and outbound regular t r a f f ic invariably was sizeab le» In spite o f th is ,
delays were at a minimum and everything ro lled smoothly©"

# * * * ■ * * * # #

SERVICE AWARDS PICTURES SAN FRANCISCO AREA

During the Service Awards o f personnel congregated at the International Airport
on October 15, 195H, pictures were taken of. the awardees, in g ro^ s o f 10 year,
20 year and 30 year» Copies o f these pictures are availab le at cost. Anyone
desiring pictures are requested to contact SES J©P© Johnson at OFACS Transm^ter
Station, P.0. Box I g l , Redwood C ity, C aliforn ia . The pictures are 8X10"g lo s s y *
the cost price w i l l be determined from response, however, the price of each w il l
not exceed 1$$©
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CHRISTMAS CHEER TO REPLACE CHRISTMAS CARDS
Los Angeles Comuni cati ons S ta ti on

As a resu lt o f a memo to aH of our personnel about ten months ago, and also
as a resu lt o f a discussion at the recent Supervisors® meeting, a le t t e r was sub
mitted to our Personnel at the Los Angeles Communications Station, outlining a 
100# Voluntary Plan fo r contributions to help needy fam ilies at Christmas time*

The plan is to place two large boxes in the Station operating room; one shall
be fo r discarded but s t i l l serviceable and clean clothing (e ith er adult or children)
and the second box shall be fo r staple non perishable food items* A large sealed
can sha ll also be placed in the Operating room fo r cash donations«

A committee of 3 from the Station complement w il l be selected to determine who
the needy fam ily sha ll be each person of the Station complement shall se lect
from his lo ca l l iv in g area a needy fam ily, i f they know one« A note w i l l then be
written up indicating why they think the fam ily suggested needs the contribution,
such as how many in fam ily? Is Dad working or i l l ? Is there only a mother to
support the fam ily or has the Dad been out o f work fo r some time due to illn e ss , etc

I f there are no suggested ’»needy11 fam ilies recommended by the Station person
nel then the Salvation shall be ca lled in by the Station Committee and either
have the Salvation Army make the d istribution or have them recommend a needy fam ily«

The sealed money can,shall be opened su ffic ien t ly fa r in advance of Christmas 
to determine the amount on hand and how many turkeys may be purchased or how many
toys fo r children may be purchased* * v

The Station Consaittee shall make deliveries o f the donations, to the needy and
the recip ien ts acquainted with information as to who the donator is Airways
Communications Station o f the CAA*

E d itor’ s Note? THIS IS INDEED REAL CHRISTMAS SPIRIT. As a further indication of
concern fo r the less fortunate, the Station has increased it s Community Chest 
goal over la s t years contributions«

GRATITUDE

Quoted is a le t t e r addressed to' the "boys" at Seattle Tacoma, from Bob Kehoe,
Randle, Washington, thanking our personnel fo r th e ir help in guiding him to a safe
landing« Those on duty at the time of th is incident were? Radar Mowrey and Holly
Tower Graves and Charming$ Radio Bennest.

'»In regards to September 2?th when I was in trouble fly in g over Seattle in
my Luscomb S ilv a ire j I want to extend my thanks to every person responsible fo r
bringing me down safely* '

r J/hba
"Because so many people were involved in the rescue operation, i t is impos

s ib le fo r me to personally thank each one, but I fe e l as though the boys at SEA TAC
who operated the Radar have been slighted and disregarded in a l l reports given out 
to the public« (Continued on page 8) )
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Q.

A.

Q.

QUESTION BOX ?
When the Unemployment Compensation benefits become available to separated
Federal employees on or after January 1, 1955, w ill a l l salaries be subject to
the 2 %payroll tax?

No. the 2% deduction w ill apply only to those not under the retirement system.

I f a female employee, * 0 is sole support of her minor child, should die before
reaching retirenent age how much annuity would her child receive?

The would receive the least of these amountsr (1 ) one half the annuity
earned by the deceased employee; (2 ) $1200 divided by the number of s u rv iv in g ^
children^ or (3) $U80.

I f an employee, in the m ilitary reserve, is re called for a period of active
duty, is he s t i l l covered by the Government Insurance for that period of time
while he is separated? Must he continue his monthly payments, or what adjust
ment can be made?

The insurance of an insured employee who enters m ilitary service and acquires
i n d e S ^ e fa g e under the Servicemens» Indemnity le t of 1951 ceases, subject
to the 31-day extension of l i f e insurance coverage, on the day preceding his
acquisition of the indemnity coverage or 12 months after discontinuance of is
c iv ilia n salary payments whichever occurs f i r s t . Payments of premums after
pay stops is not possible.

Q. Should I submit revised copies of standard allowance for working equipment?

A. No. Keep station copy current,.uuua l ?

Q.

A.

No. Keep station copy current.until revised Region Four instructions are
issued. Do not submit revisions to regional o ffic e .

Q. Is i t necessary to survey unserviceable supply items having a cost in excess
of $3.00?

A. No. Survey supply items only when they have salvage or scrap value.

Q. Vhat are some of the restrictions governing use of franked envelopes and labels.

A. Franked envelopes and labels are not fo r free but cost the C.A.A. a sizeable
sum each year. Under a new regulation we are required to pay the Post Office
Department 3é fo r each UnX9° envelope and 9 $ fo r each larger envelope and lab 8.
payment is based on inventory data. In order to conserve envelopes and save 
money, a l l o ffices should observe the followings (Continued on next page)
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Question Box Continued

Ac Use franked envelopes fo r o f f i c ia l purposes only never fo r in te ro ff ic e
mail or a ir mail, .

Bo Envelopes which are lo s t , damaged or destroyed should be reported to
LA-180 at the end of each f is c a l year (See A®0® No* lUO)®

Co Where fe a s ib le , combine mail to reg iona l o f f ic e and forward routine
mail two or three times weekly in lie u of d a ily mailing®

D. Use U”X9" envelopes in place o f la rger envelopes whenever possible®

-K- M * * & *

DISCUSSION OF WAGE BOARD

There has been some lite ra tu re about converting many of the jobs in the trades
from CPC rates to ’’Wage Board” positions® A few comments about Wage Board jobs would 
be in order since this is something new to CAA employees®

The term ’’Wage Board” applies to a system of p ric ing jobs, in which the positions
are compared with the ’’going ra te ” in the area or the community where the job exists®
In setting up the system, studies are made of the ra te s o f pay fo r comparable positions®
Procedures are then set in to motion doveta iling our jobs with these rates of pay. The
basic goal is to insure a balance with industry and the system is designed to prevent
gross overpayment or under-payment®

Pay is on a per hourly basis on jobs having a grade range sim ilar to the C la ss ifica
tion Act ( i . e , , grades 1 to 2U)® Normally each grade has s ix pay scales® Period ic pay 
increases (gen era lly each s ix months) up to the maximum sca le , are permitted®

Wage Board d if fe r s from the C la ss ifica tion Act in that jobs are paid on a lo c a l it y
basis not on a nation wide basis® Under the C la ss ifica tion Act a CPC 7 Mechanic job
in Atlanta, is paid the same as a CPC 7 Mechanic in Seattle® Under Wage Board, the pay
of both jobs would probably be d iffe ren t depending on the going rate fo r that type o f
mechanic in the two areas® Such items as c o s t o f l iv in g indexes, economic conditions,
scarc ity or surplus o f labor a l l enter in to the pricing o f the job®

Wage Board employees remain in C iv i l Service and enjoy the same C iv il Service
reten tion righ ts . There w i l l be no e f fe c t on an employee’ s e l i g ib i l i t y under the
Retirement Act® Wage Board employees reta in the status ’’Career Employee". The only
basic d iffe ren ce is the method used to pay fo r the job®

There are a lo t o f questionable points about when and how the Wage Board procedure
t i l l be in s ta lled . This information w il l be transmitted on to you when we receive
instructions® We do know that the CPC schedule w il l be abolished on or before July
1, 1955« The jobs w i l l e ither become GS (General Schedule) or Wage Board® I f they
become GS, the sa lary w i l l be e ith er the same or higher®
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(Continued from page 5)

“ I was very h e lp less ly suspended 1 s %00 fe e t above Seattle with f i f t e e n
gallons cf gas which I was unable to use* You can b e lie ve I was cheering fo r you
and although I went through the longest and most te r r ify in g hour o f my l i f e , I
had f u l l confidence in your a b i l i t y to bring me out of i t a live *

“This cannot be considered a small matter in any way* fo r I had surrendered
to the fa c t that , * l«v e had i t 21 You people were able to change th is condition*

“So i t is with very humble and sincere thanks that I send th is le t t e r to
you o f SEA TAC, to Seattle Radio* to Tfest Coast A ir lin es and to the many other
persons responsible fo r me being a live today to celebrate the f i r s t anniversary
of my fly in g careerj September 28th*“

* * * * « ' * * ' *

WHY THE RUSH ANYWAY?
r tj I i f f

With a c loser f is c a l control being established throughout the government, i t i s ^
increasingly important that our budgetary accounting records be as accurate as poss^Pi-e
‘From the costs and unpaid obligations to date plans are made fo r the future* I f
we are making plans on inaccurate and delayed f is c a l data that is the f i r s t step
leading to la te r adjustments, rev is ion s , amendments and•confusion*

To assure b e tte r f is c a l con tro l, F ie ld personnel can helps

1* Issue Forms hh accurately and send in rece ip ts immediately. Ask the
lo c a l vendors i f they are ge tt in g paid promptly! Help him don’ t be 
hesitant about “needlingn the regional o f f ic e , Operating, Procurement,
and Accounting Branches*

2* I t is appreciated that no man can exactly forecast his tra ve l plans
but that man, on the average, can be more “exact“ than anyone e ls e .
Prepare tra v e l estimates promptly and with good in te l l ig e n t estimates
(sometimes ca lled educated guesses)* Then send your expense voucher in
immediately at the close of the period so the f is c a l records w il l carry
“ costs“ rather than “estimates” * ^

3* Complete receiv ing reports on o ff ic e purchase orders and GSA orders
promptly* The unpaid items and follow up required on such transactions
is en t ire ly out of balance with other types of transactions* I f you
don8t know what documents go where check the A*0*s* I f they aren’ t
c lea r contact the Procurement Branch*

U* Review Standard Practice on normal trave l and headquarters tra ve l so
your claims are “ clean“ * I f you need an advance fo r tra v e l on change 
o f headquarters request i t but not e a r l ie r than two weeks before
you w i l l ship your household e ffe c ts * When shipment is completed
claim reimbursement immediately*

* ■ What we want to do is convert the “ ob liga tions“ of the CAA (tra v e l orders and
tra ve l estimates} transportation requests} b i l l s of lading} phones and t o l l s } control
c ircu its } leases } u t i l i t i e s } ren ta l orders} p rin ting orders} repa ir,'su pp ly and

(■Continued on page 11 )
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LONGEVITY STEP INCREASES

In addition to perm itting a lon gev ity step increase up to Grade 15>, as announced
in the la s t Region Four News, the recent amendment to the present law elim inated an
inequity in the method o f computing service fo r lon gev ity step increases*

Under the ¡revised law and regu lations, employees who are changed to lower grades,
who had served :at the maximum, or a lon gev ity step of a higher grade immediately p rio r
to the change, include the period in service in the higher grade or grades in meeting
the three years at the top of the grade requirement. A lso, any period o f cred itab le
service which exceeds the amount necessary to make up the three years longev ity period
is cred itab le toward the next lon gev ity step period*

For Examples (An example o f how th is w i l l operate)
Employee MA,t is presently serving in a CPC 9 position at $4900 per annum (top step

of the grade). He has served in Grade GS 7 or higher since 1938. The GS 7 being equiva
lent to Grade CPC-9, th ere fo re , he meets the ten year aggregate period requirement.
Prior to his assignment to the CPC 9 pos ition he had served at the top step of Grade
GS 11 since May 1, 19k9. His change to CPC 9 was the resu lt of reorganizations and
reductions in fo rce* This employee, th ere fore , has served a period of f iv e years, four^
months and 12 days at the maximum step o f the grade without an increase in pay. E ffec tive
September 12, 19f&, the e f fe c t iv e date o f the new lon gev ity law, his salary w i l l ,
tM p fo r e , be adjusted from $1*900 to $502£ per annum (the f i r s t lon gev ity step in CPC 9).
In addition there w i l l be a cred it of two years, fou r months and twelve days toward
another lon gev ity increase which w i l l be e f fe c t iv e the pay period beginning on or a fte r
May 1, 1955*

The Personnel Branch is in the process o f reviewing the records of employees to
search out employees who may be en tit led to adjustment in th e ir pay due to the change 
in the law* Any employee who fe e ls that he may have a pay adjustment due should make
an inqu iry o f LA 90* In th is way we w i l l not miss anyone.

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION GENERAL INFORMATION

Quoted below is a portion of a le t t e r from the Secretary of Labor, dated September
13, 195U* concerning the provision of unemployment compensation fo r Federal c iv i l ia n
employees}

**A former Federal worker who is unemployed a fte r January 1, 1955 w i l l be e n t it le d
to unemployment compensation i f he meets the requirements o f the appropriate State
unemployment compensation law. As a general ru le , the unemployment compensation law ^
of the state in which he had his la s t o f f i c ia l sta tion in Federal service w i l l determine

(Continued on next page)
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the amount of h is condensation and the conditions under which he w il l be en titled
to such compensation® The law of the State of his residence, however, w i l l determine
his righ ts i f he has performed, a fte r the termination of his Federal employment, 
service in private, industry covered under the unemployment compensation law of such 
State, or i f his la s t o f f i c ia l station was outside the United States® The law of
the D is tr ic t of Columbia w il l determine his rights i f he resides in Puerto Rico or
the V irgin Islands® Unemployment workers w il l be required to reg is te r fo r work in a
lo ca l o f f ic e of the State employment serv ice, f i l e a claim fo r unemployment compensa
tion , and be able, ready, and w illin g to work® The lo ca l employment o ffic e s w ill
provide Counseling and placement fa c i l i t i e s fo r unemployed Federal workers®

"In general, State unemployment compensation laws provide fo r weekly benefits
related to spec ified past wages o f ,the individual® The maximum fo r a week ranges
from $20 to $35, augmented in some States by allowances fo r dependents® The costs
of such benefits w i l l be paid by the Federal Government through advances to the State
from a special appropriation made to the U® S» Department of Labor for that purpose®

"The Secretary of Labor is responsible fo r the administration o f t i t l e XV®
He is authorized to enter in to agreements with the States under which the State
employment security agencies w il l pay the benefits® He w il l prescribe the necessary
regulations e ffec tin g the administration of th is program by both State and Federal
agencies®

"The State agencies w i l l make the determinations of benefit e l i g ib i l i t y and
the amount of payments, subject to the same reviews as ex ist fo r payments under the
State unemployment insurance laws® State determinations w il l be based on reports
from Federal agencies containing information as to whether an individual performed
Federal serv ice , as to the amount o f Federal wages, and as to the reasons fo r separa
tion from Federal service® These reports w i l l contain, where necessary, other informa
tion which may be required under, a State law® The findings of fa c t in such reports
from the Federal Agencies shall be f in a l and conclusive i f they are made in accordance
with the procedures and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of Labor® In the
development o f the administrative materials and forms, representatives of the Secretary
w il l consult with other Federal agencies, as well as with the State employment security
agenicies® "

TERMINAL annual leave

A recent decision of the Comptroller General provides in e ffe c t that terminal,
or annual, or vacation leave may not be granted immediately p rio r to separation where
i t is known in advance that the employee is to be separated, unless the granting of
such leave is in the in teres t o f, or related to the needs cf. the Government service®
Exception to th is , of course, w i l l be where an employee who has resigned, or otherwise
to be separated, would lose his current accrued leave which could not be included, in
the lump sum leave payment®

PROMOTION PLAN CHANGES

Sometime ago we announced a change in the promotion plan, to the e ffe c t that
a l l positions in Grade 12 and below, except those of Chiefs, and Deputy Chiefs, o f a
Branch at any grade le v e l , are now included in the Regional Promotion Plan® A

(continued on next page)
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fu rther change has been approved by the National Promotion Board« The change is in
the values assigned the three fac to rs included in the plan* Education w i l l continue
to be graded fo r a maximum of 10 points and experience fa r a maximum of hO points*.
The value of the Promotion Appraisal fa c to r , however* has been increased from to
SO points*» A completely revised P egional Promotion Plan procedure is expected to be
received shortly from Washington*, One change which w i l l be o f in teres t provides fo r
a new Promotional Appraisal form which w i l l be used on an annual basis fo r both
National and Regional Promotion Plans« The form is the rev is ion and improvement of
the old form ACA 2062* which was used exc lu s ive ly fo r the National Promotion Plan«
The rev is ion * however, has reduced the number of elements from 21 to 18 and separated
them into two groups* A l l employees w i l l berated on the f i r s t 12 elements« A l l
employees, regardless of grade le v e ls , who are e l ig ib le to b id on any type of supervisory
positions w il l a lso be rated on 6 supervisory elements« Scales to indicate an ap
p ra isa l o f the promotional a b i l i t y and supervisory s u ita b il ity have been included in
the form, and every supervisor making out the form w il l be required to make narrative
comments on the strong and weak points« We are now in the process of securing the
appraisal forms fo r a l l employees in grade 12 and above fo r National Promotion Plan

.^purposes* A schedule fo r the completion of the form fo r Regional Promotion Plan
^purposes w il l be announced as soon as the revised procedure is received«

* ■ * * * ■ * ■ * •  «■

(Continued from page 8)

equipment orders! witness fees j box ren ta ls ! recording fe es ; licen ses ! to r t claims!
FAAP grants! e tc « k£0Q0 of them per year) to costs as quickly as possib le. This
w i l l provide a b e tte r f is c a l p ictu re, w il l improve employee and vendor relations
with fa s te r payments, and w i l l cut the backlog of unpaid items.

For example on backlogs We are processing approximately 180 payments 
a work day* There is an estimated V> day lag o f unpaid items because
tra v e l claims are not in , receiv ing reports are not in , or vendors
have not b il le d . Now i f we could just l i f t ourselves by our Mbootstraps’*
and cut in to that backlog by 5 days, we would elim inate 900 unpaid
items from the o f f i c ia l budgetary accounts and accordingly reduce the
f i l i n g , searching, w aiting, and follow up by one th ird «

Paper work to many of us is d is ta s te fu l but inaccurate, delayed, and confused
paper work is p a rticu la r ly disgusting. The best thing to do is to process i t quickly
and accurately.

On the whole the eleven western states of the CAA are doing p re tty w e ll we
can do b e tte r . L e t 's work with those f is c a l documents and process them as rap id ly
as possib le«
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EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARD CEREMONIES

The 1953 Employee Service Award ceremonies are now past h istory. We have, however,
received favorable reports from a ll nine locations where the group presentations were 
conducted on October 1$th.

Ceremonies were held at the follow ing locations, with the follow ing in charge:

Los Angeles, C a lif. J. S* M arriott, Regional Administrator

San Francisco, C a lif«

S ea ttle , Washington

Boise, Idaho

Great F a lls , Montana

Salt Lake C ity, Utah

Albuquerque, New Mex«

Denver, Colorado

Phoenix, Arizona

H.E. B ertu le it, Electronic D is tr ic t Supervisor

David R. Nelson, Supv. Agent, S ea ttle , ASDO (A ir Carrier)

A.G. W itter, Supv. Agent, Boise ASDO (General Safety)

Lloyd B. Richmond, Chief, Great Fa lls T ra ffic Control Center

Harold C. Howard, Chief, Sa lt Lake C ity Center

Davis M. Bussey, Chief, Communications Station, Albuquerque

Ted J. Holmes, Chief, Denver Tower

Harold T. Bean, D is tr ic t A irport Engineer

At Albuquerque, Mr. Bussey introduced an aviation touch to give the ceremony a s lig h t ly
d iffe ren t tw is t. When presenting the ten year service pins he indicated that th is group 
had just »solo ed" and are now working on th e ir »commercial». For the twenty year group 
he re fle c ted that th is was the "commercial" group working on th e ir »instrument ratings'*.
For the Thirty year group, these people now possess a fu l l instrument rating.

We do not know how Mr.' Bussey would have c la ss ified Mr. Jabe Palmer o f the San Diego
Communications Station who has completed fo r ty years of service. Perhaps, Mr. Palmer 
has just obtained his ATR rating (A ir lin e Transport Rating).

Local newspapers were generous in a llocating space to these ceremonies. In view o f the
favorable response received i t i s l ik e ly that future award ceremonies w il l be patterned
a fte r those that have just been conducted.

BIRTHDAY FLIGHT DAD MONTEE

On October 22, James W. (Dad) Montee, oelebrated his 92nd birthday with his usual
»Birthday F lig h t» . Dad's f l ig h t this year was in a CAA Beechera ft which took o f f from
Clover F ie ld with CAA p ilo t , D.F. Petersen from our Los Angeles General Safety O ffic e .
Dad was accompanied on the f l ig h t by members of four generations of his fam ily , as well
as Doctor Benson, his personal physician, who said he was in exce llen t condition fo r the
f l ig h t in spite of the f  act that he had recently recovered from major surgery. Dad was
surrounded by reporters and photographers who were on hand fo r the f l ig h t , but Dad is
quite a ce leb rity , having the d istin ction of being the world 's oldest licensed p ilo t .
He soloed at the age o f 60. From the CAA Many More Happy Birthdays to Dad Montee.
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THE DALLES, OREGON

INSACS/MNTNCg The Dalles Municipal A irport, home of the Dalles Radio, o ffe rs the
unusual served up by nature and man and the la te s t is not least by a dam s ite *
I t s fast grow ing neighbor, the $350,000,000 The Dalles Dam, a Federal p ro jec t,
sprawls below the Columbia River b lu ffs one mile east. Blasting operations described
in the Airman5s Guide present the only rea l construction hazard now to low approaches

' 0 from the east but the future holds the prospect of more transmission lin es in th is
v ic in it y when the f i r s t of lU generators s ta rt turning out power in 1957*

The 1000 acre a irport s ite is situated on the Washington side o f a deep curve of
the Columbia. The Dalles (d a lle French fo r flagstone hence The Dalles fo r
the flagstone narrows), i t s municipal owner, l ie s across the r iv e r in Oregon s ix
miles by road including a new bridge opered la s t December. Ferry service closure
resu lted in a 300 per cent increase in cost fo r operations personnel commuting
to the sta tion the price of progress. The SES and ES, serv ic ing fa c i l i t i e s from
the SVO fan to the BVOR, cover a span of over 70 miles in the two sta tes .

Because o f the rin g of h i l l s r is in g to as much as 3100 fe e t in less than ten m iles,
approaches to the f i e l d are such that VFR operations without clearance are le g a l
within the control zone with 1300 foo t ce ilin g while IFR minimums remain at 2500
fe e t . Balancing th is are the 189 c lea r days a year only 69 days being tru ly cloudy. ■

Strong p reva ilin g w esterly winds during the summer are due to the seasonal low pre's
sure area east of .the Cascades which sucks the a ir venturi fashion through the
Columbia Gorge. The reversa l o f pressure patterns in w inter produce strong east
winds in the Gorge. A system worked out to approximate west winds in the Gorge involve^
sea le v e l pressure of (RDM minus YKM) plus (PDX minus PDT) times lu

IFR t r a f f i c over The Dalles tra ve ls through the cross formed by main east west
airways and alternate north south airways p a ra lle lin g the heavily traveled route
west o f the Cascades. A large number o f p i lo t b r ie fin gs here involve the Gorge
weather bottleneck in east west VFR operations.

THERMAL, CALIFORNIA

INSACS* The discontinuance of the Thermal LF range, on July 8, 195k* was a routine .
a f fa ir . A NOTAM and a message to W 52 and good old TRM/2U2KC was a thing of the 
past. But, a las, the ghost o f the old g i r l s t i l l stalks the airwqy beating out a
hallow echoing of the fam ilia r 1020 cycle note, fo r how else could she be receiving
a ll the p la in tive ca lls from the host of admirers lo these several months.

(Continued on next page)
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Every day we must aiswer that eager question nAny news on the LF Range?** We shake
our head in a sad sort o f way (Wb've lo s t quite a fewr contacts you know) and try.
to change the subject« An Authoritative voice on the interphone booms **Is your
LF range back on?** That does i t l Anyway the SES w il l have a few post mortem
remarks on the subject*

A fter years o f darkness the Thermal a irport now has a beacon and runway ligh ts*
Eleanor Wagner* A irport Manager fo r the past three years is leaving* She w il l
work out of Ontario* C a liforn ia as a Cessna representative. We understand that
the Airport Manager o f West R iverside w i l l also operate the Thermal A irport.

SESg When we pulled the switch decommissioning the low frequency range* those
poor old transmitters blinked their d ia l ligh ts* unwound their relays ahd dis
charged th e ir condensers as much as to say **Thank goodness* thats over**. Makes
one fe e l l ik e a cavalryman shooting his horse when he gets too old to ride .

Of course now the new horses ■ VOR and DME are r e a lly in there pitch ing. _ The
only thing* they just don*t seem to be able to take this desert heat that the
old low frequency range put up with a l l these years. Am sure glad the o ld low
frequency range transmitters aren*t in the same building as the new VOR and DME
equipment* These poor old low frequency transmitters would probably wonder what
this world is coming to . Oh well* guess i t can a ll be considered progress. I
get to wondering as I set here shining up my new 20 year pin. \

LOS ANGELESs CALIFORNIA

TOWERg Region Four has one of the busiest CAA Air T ra ffic Control Towers in the 
nation! S ta tis t ic s extracted from the publication **Aviation Week*’ * September 
27* 195U show that Los Angeles International A irport fo r the f is c a l year 19511
ranks second fo r to ta l A ir T ra ffic Control Tover Operations being led only by
Chicago*s Midway A irport. Lbs Angeles Operations amounted to an average of one
operation every 1.9 minutes* day and night.

• Also* Los Angeles Tower holds second position fo r to ta l number o f Instrument
F ligh t Rule Approaches again being led by Chicago Midway. However* fo r the

• calendar year 1953 Los Angeles Tower led the nation with shortest time in terva l
between successive instrument approaches s lig h t ly over two minutes.

COMMUNICATION STATIONg We got ours* how are you fe llow s doing? Donald R. Fulton
and Ben Antoyan of Los Angeles Station brought down th e ir deer each fo r the
season at 0930P* September 26th* The happy hunting ground was Gordons* Meadow*
located in the L it t le Shut Eye mountains about 70 minutes* by Ford* from Fresno*
Californ ia* Don*s prize was a 110 pound forked horn while Ben brought down a 
lliO pound 5 point*

* * # . * ' * *

DIVISION HIGHLIGHTS

AIRPORTS DIVISIONg

The 1955 Federal aid Airport Program was released by the Secretary o f Commerce
on October 5* The approved Program included 37 locations in Region h fo r a to ta l
amount o f Federal funds in the sum of $U*6l2*197« Grant O ffers have already been pro
cessed and issued on two projects* Boeing F ield (King Counby) at Seattle* Washington* 
Ontario International Airport* Ontario* C a liforn ia . (Continued on next page)
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’(D ivision Highlights Continued Airports D ivision )

The Acting Chief, Charles J. Winger, attended a meeting at Portland, Oregon, with
Mr# John J. Winn, J r ., General Manager, Port o f Portland, and representatives of
the lo ca l A ir Force Interceptor Squadron and the 25th A ir Division to discuss the 
location of the A le rt Hangar for use by the Air Force. Also in attendance at the
conference/were DAE Charles W. Drew, and representatives cf the Seattle Center
and the A ir Carrier D is tr ic t O ffice . Mo fin a l action w i l l be taken on the hangar 
location pending submission cf a report by the 25th A ir D ivision to Headquarters,
U.S.A.F. in Washington.

Mr. Winger, DAE Kenneth S. Perry, and C. L. Schmid, A ir Carrier Safety D ivision,
attended a meeting at B ill in g s , Montana, at which time fin a l agreement was reached
regarding the alignment of thè new instrument runway.

The Airports D ivision representatives also conferred with the new airport manager
a t Casper, Wyoming. A bond issue in the sum of $500,000 is coming up fo r vote at
the general e lection on November 2 to provide funds fo r construction of a new

^P^erminal building as w ell as a new tower structure and high intensity runway ligh ts .

The_DAE*s are in the process of preparing the 195h revision of the National A irport
Plan. They are also contacting sponsors to develop factual information on FAAP
projects that w il l develop in F isca l Year 1956. Any requests fo r Federal aid are
to be submitted to the D is tr ic t O ffices no la te r than November 22, 1.9514«

airways opirations d iv is io n :

The Deputy Chief of the Airways Operations Division attended Senior O ffic e rs1 Jet
Indoctrination Course, Moody A ir Force Base, Valdosta, Georgia, October 1 1 1 5
inclusive* I t would be h ighly desirable to have selected ARTC contro llers receive
sim ilar tra in ing . Therefore, we w il l attempt to arrange with appropriate A ir
Force Bases to provide such tra in ing. Don Whitney w il l attend the Valdosta class
week beginning October 31* The Oakland Center personnel are already receiving Jet
fam ilia r iza tion through M offett Naval A ir Station.

^pThe National ADLO Conference was held at Norton A ir Force Base October 5 7 inclusive.

Arrangements were completed fo r additional interphone lin e from Norton A ir Defense
Control Center to Los Angeles ARTCC fo r use prim arily fo r Search and Rescue and
secondarily as a second AMIS lin e . This was made necessary by the 2b hour manning
of Search Rescue position in the ADCC.

Walter Swanson, ADLO, 25th A ir D ivision (Defense), gave two brie fin gs at the
Regional o ff ic e October 1> 195b on a proposal dealing with rearrangement of a ir space
and u tiliza t io n o f air defense radar fo r a ir t r a f f ic control purposes. The same
b rie fin g was given at Norton A ir Force Base, October5 ah the conclusion of the day's
ADLO meeting. As» a result cf the la t t e r b r ie fin g , the 25th A ir Division has been
requested by headquarters USAF to give the same brie fin g at the Pentagon at the
ea r lie s t possible date. I t is expected that Colonel Crawford and Mr. Swanson w il l
be deta iled to Washington during the Week of October25th fo r th is purpose.

At the request of Northwest A ir lin es , we are giving b rie fin gs d a ily to groups o f NWA
p ilo ts on A ir Defense and Security Control of A ir T ra ff ic , Seattle . Approximately
150 p ilo ts are involved, each group consisting of about 15 p ilo ts . These b rie fin gs
started on October 12th and w i l l continue’ through October 22nd.

(Continued on next page)
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(Airways Operations D ivision Continued)

Revisions to SCATER which are required as a resu lt of the activation o f the
9th A ir D ivision (Defense) are s t i l l in the working stage« O f f ic ia l notice o f
the new area boundaries have not been received«

As a resu lt of a recent near miss between American A irlin es and F-100 je t in the
Los Angeles area, a meeting o f a ll concerned was held at the Los  ̂Angeles Airport
October 12« Procedures were developed to minimiz'e t r a f f ic con flic tion between
je ts departing from runways 2$lj2$R at Los Angeles International and conventional
a irc ra ft approaching from o f f shore during weather with v is ib i l i t y three miles or
more and with no stratus layer. B r ie fly , these procedures provide that departing
je ts w i l l not climb above 3000 fe e t u n til beyond shore lin e and on heading of
200 degrees. The 200 degree heading w i l l be maintained u n til reaching 10,000 fe e t .
Conventional a irc ra ft , east bound from Malibu in tersection on track to a lign with
25L/25R center lin e extended to hold 1*,000 fe e t u n til passing shore lin e or P iaya^
Del Rey Fan Marker. This procedure to be tr ie d fo r 30 days from October 12 at which 
time i t w i l l be evaluated«

Mr. Hugh Shaw and Denver Center Chief were ‘detailed to Washington to study and
recommend airway and navigational aid requirements in connection with the »»West
Point of the Air»1 to be located at Colorado Springs.

The Fillmore VOR was commissioned and a new airwsy was requested to expedite
t r a f f ic in and out of Los Angeles are a.

We are currently working with Centers on a plan to designate high altitude hold
ing patterns’ fo r je t a irc ra ft« Recommendations W ill be made to Washington so
that a standard may be adopted nationally*

During October we reviewed Terminal Area Holding Charts to be sure they show
minimum holding a ltitudes. Some changes were necessary.

Study of airways numbering to reduce radio and interphone time in de live r ies
clearances was completed and recommendations forwarded to Washington*

Mr« Kusrow made a t r ip to Sacramento September 28 29 fo r the purpose of d is A
cussing communications station space in the new Administration Building with C ity
o f Sacramento* This w il l be the f i r s t location in the region where combined
operations are scheduled to be separated*

Evaluation of radar in s ta lla tion program was discussed with Messrs. Taylor and
Shivers o f the Washington o ff ic e who v is ited the 'region during week of October
10 15. Decision was reached to substitute Long Beach fo r San Diego in the ASR 3
program* Because of th is change i t was necessary to rearrange scheduled radar
insta lla tions at Denver, Los Angeles, and Burbank.

Meetings were held with A ir Force o f f ic ia ls at Albuquerque regarding new tower
structure and RAPCON insta lla tion *

Layout work was completed and forwarded to LA 330 fo r in s ta lla tion o f Service MBn
automatic relay system in new OFACS quarters at San Francisco«

(Continued on next page)
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Continuing e ffo r ts are being, made to improve reception on kkl% kc and 8100’ kc,
on C ircu it 300T Anchorage to San Francis co due to lack of a suitable 5 me frequency
at Anchor$ge.

Study was completed of proposed exchange of frequencies .between Helena,
Montana, 371 kc and Great Fa lls 317 kc to re lie v e interference from Swift Current,
Canada, in the NE quadrant of GF range.

Arrangements were made with Signal Corps E lectronic Research Unit, Mountain 
View, C a lifo rn ia , fo r coordinated operation in the CAA radar frequency bands.

Analysis has been completed and recommendations were forwarded to Washington 
fo r change in frequency at M exicali, Sonora, Mexico to 292 kc to r e l ie v e 'in te r
ference at Ontario, C aliforn ia LOK fa c i l i t y .

Coordination was accomplished fo r discontinuance of M ilita ry Road remote
receiver s ite at Seattle , Washington.

Study'was completed o f proposal by RCA.for increase in power on frequency
8097.3 kc fo r hew York to Europe with respect our 8100 kc. We did not concur 
with RCA’ s proposal.

Work continues on set up fo r radio frequency p ic to r ia l maps display fo r
frequency selection work.

A survey was completed and submitted to Washington of a l l Telecommunication
Orders which are pending completion more than 30 days beyond the desired date as
of September 30, 195iu

Coordination has been coiapleted and Washington advised on a Summary of Service .
up» requirements in order of importance fo r balaace of FI 1955*

We completed a survey of existing and pending completion of interphone and
te lep rin ter services and ter*«.nation of equipment at a ll f a c i l i t i e s .

FACILITIES DIVISIONi

Al Horning of the E l ic i t Inspection Branch has been deta iled to the Aeronautical
Center at Oklahoma City to serve as D irector -during Mr. Lanter's illn e s s . Al^
expects to be back about the 1st of November to move his fam ily to Oklahoma City
where he m i l assume his duties as Deputy D irector.

Mr. Malloy of the Processing Center at Oklahoma City spent the week of October
11 observing the f l ig h t check methods employed by Region Four. During th is period
he accompanied F light Inspector Joe Duncan on fl ig h t checks of fa c i l i t ie s m
Northern C aliforn ia .

C iv i l Engineering and Construction!
Fred Townsend has been busily^engaged working up Salt Lake C ity HIALL deta ils ,

plans and proposal fo r pavement repairs and incidental drainage at Furnace Creek,
and various S&E projects such as air conditioning in sta lla tion s , car port design
fo r Blythe, etc . (Continued on next page) ^
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Jim McClelland spent a busy month making f ie ld inspections and surveys* explora
tory and corrective f ie ld work at the Furnace Creek Intermediate F ie ld . In th is
connection a great deal c£ personal contact was performed in order to fin d a su it
able contractor who would perform the work/ As a resu lt o f Jim«s .investigation the 
proposal mentioned in connection with Fred Townsend*s e ffo r ts was jo in t ly prepared.

I

Wes Pearson has been busy d irecting the c i v i l engineering phase and f ie ld coordi
nation fo r the Whidbey Island and El Toro VORs* the Kiowa and Pueblo YORs .and the 
selection of s ites at Roswell* New Mexico in connection with the VOR being relocated
at that point.

Jerry Webb has been working, on our S&E program fin a liz in g space adjustments at
various fa c i l i t i e s and coordinating our requirements fo r space at the Sacramento and
Tucson administration and operations buildings respective ly .

Bob Frehse has worked on the E l Toro* Whidbey Island and Los Angeles VORs this^
previous month. Further* between these duties theodolite points were set at interim
VORs. Norm Byg has been busy with the Kiowa and Pueblo and Roswell VORs. His cur
rent assignment is fo r the f in a l survey o f the accepted Kiowa s ite .

Jim Crenshaw* Resident Engineer in charge of construction of the Tucson SRA
fa c i l i t y expects to complete the job by November 15« The S ilve r Lake towers have 
been dismantled and moved to Tucson..

Renovation of e le c tr ic a l wiring at the. Elko SRA has been completed under super
v is ion of Ralph Crouse.

The grading and graveling of the entrance road to the Kremmling VOR has been
completed under supervision of &ank Dettmer. Contractor experienced considerable
delay in completion o f th is pro ject due to adverse weather and inadequacy of his
equipment. Frank is now Construction Supervisor fo r construction of storm shelter
porches and doors on each of the l iv in g quarters buildings at Bryce Canyon. This
construction w ill add considerably to the comfort of our personnel at Bryce Canyon
and should make possible a considerable savings in heating costs, life expect the j<x>
to be completed before winter weather sets in .

Marion Dunea#* Tom Tarpo and Fred Yandell salvaged the landing mat stee l fo r the
ground surface grounding system from the Desert Center Intermediate Landing F io ld and
stored i t in the R.O. yard pending construction of the Los Angeles VOR. Due to
extreme temperatures prevailing at Desert Center i t was necessary fo r the crew to sta rt
shortly a fter daybreak each day. This' crew is now engaged in construction of a Car 
Port at Blythe.

Harry Mellen is supervising the construction work on the new 11*3 at Salt Ldee C ity
which we anticipate w i l l be completed about the middle of December. Most of the cable
fo r this project was stolen and althou^i the loss was reported to a l l law enforcement
o ffic e rs * we have received no word regarding the apprehension of the th ieves. New
cable is being shipped from PHD and no delay of the work is anticipated.

The grading of the mountain top VOR s ite at Morgan H il l and Alma^to a 200» diameter
has been°completed under supervision of Resident Engineer Dave Domaskin. Dave is
presently supervising the lowering o f the Salt Lake C ity ASR Tower.

(Continued on next page)
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Contract work on San Franciso Tower Relocation has been completed under supervision
of Gene Newman. Several minor items of cable changeover are s t i l l in progress. He is
also supervising the in s ta lla tion of a new power cable at the Oakland VOR. We expect
completion during the f i r s t week cf November providing we are successful in negotiat
ing a new righ t o f way fo r the cable lin e*

The lo c a liz e r screen fo r the Los Angeles ILS has been completed under supervision
of Norm Seewald, and tests are now in progress to determine the exact f in a l adjust
ment. The construction work on the relocation of the Glide Slope fa c i l i t y Should also
be completed by the end cf th is month. PAR re fle c to rs have been relocated to conform
to nautical mile configuration.

Virdan Vick, Construction Superintendent, anticipates c ompletionof the Denver 
HI ALL fa c i l i t y by the end of this month*

Electronic Engineerings
Charles Dickow and his crew have been testing VOR sites in the eastern portion

of the Region. Their itin era ry has included Kiowa, Denver, Pueblo and Roswell.
Maynard Hegland has joined the crew replacing Heman Pedersen, who became EHT at Malad*

Chuck Gernold and Joe Orr inspected the ex isting ASR 3 s ite at Denver to ascertain
uhe additional work required to prepare fo r Bendix in s ta lla tion crew. Luring the
inspection i t was determined, in conjunction with Airways Operations personnel, to
estab lish the ASR 3 consoles in an IFR.room in preference to the tower cab, as 
o r ig in a lly planned by a former region. Drawings are to be revised to r e f le c t th is
arrangement. They also v is ited the San Francisco Airport to fin a liz e the ASR 2
relocation plans with respect to radar enclosure and console exhaust duct system, 
and to secure consent from the Airport authorities fo r in s ta lla tion of duct through
the cab flo o r .

Authorization has been received fo r relocating the OFACS control quarters to the 
new San Francisco Administration Building* Every e ffo r t is being devoted to expedit
ing this' p ro ject.

Tests continue on the lo ca liz e r screen at the Los Angeles ILS although thick
weather has in terfered to a great extent*

The City of Ephrate (Washington) is constructing a new building fo r our INSAC
and the a ir lin e o ffic e s * We formulated plans fo r u tiliza t io n of the space and la id
out required conduit.

Long Beach has been reinstated to the ASR 3 program with equipment in s ta lla tion
scheduled to start March 1, 1955°

Burbank ASR 3 overlay and video map drawings have been completed*

Ele ctro riics Ins t a l l at ion g.
Mike Domitrovich and Glenn Shoop, the DME speed b a lls , have completed the Malad

and Pocatello insta lla tions* Mike claims the vroad to the Malad VOR/BME site was
never designed fo r the type of ro llin g stock issued to himj nevertheless, he fin ished
the in s ta lla tion in excellent time* This crew has the Dubois in s ta lla tion under
way and w i l l move on to D illon as th e ir next assignment. These fe llow s rea lly make
DME insta lla tions seem easy. (Continued on next page)
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Earl Jobe is trying a DME in sta lla tion fo r the f i r s t time and is being assisted ,
by John Elwood who is meeting DME equipment as his f i r s t assignment in the €AAo This
crew w il l next bring the Seattle VOR up to la tes t standards by converting the
antenna system to the new U loop array» Earl Jobe expects to detour through the \
hunting country on his way to Seattle annual leave, of course®

We don*t b e lieve in le t t in g our men get in to too much of a rut® We recently
became aware o f the fa c t that one of our electron ic in s ta lla tion supervisors *
in it ia ls E*M* Whitney* has been on continuous trave l status since 19U3, so a fter
completing in s ta lla tion of some £0 VORs, we decided to correct th is »ru t« situation
by assigning him. the job of in s ta llin g TUS equipment at Areata. As soon as Whitney
received this assignment he immediately went on leave fo r two weeks to recuperate
from the shock* Further evidence that the shock was great is the fact that fo r the 
f i r s t time in years Whitney fa ile d to get his deer® We w i l l probably fin d i t nec
essary to return him to VOR wolie fo llow ing the Areata in s ta lla tion and so plan to
have him start the in s ta lla tion of new type VOR equipment at Williams about 
November 10* Whitney is assisted on these projects by Electronic Technician Bob
Crookshank.

Electronic Engineer Chuck Daggy is putting forth every e f fo r t to complete the A
mountain top VOR in s ta lla tion at Elko before too much of that white powdery s tu ff W
gets in his face* In spite o f the fa c t that his crew is lim ited to Electronic
Technician Joe Shukal and he has been hampered by more than the usual amount of d i f
f ic u lt y in h iring of time sheet help* we have hopes that he w i l l complete the in s ta l
la tion before the snow gets so deep as to require snow shoes fo r gettin g up and
down the mountain* Chuck anticipates commissioning of the VOR shortly a fte r
November 15>.

Our f ie ld crews have made a concerted e f fo r t th is year to modernize every ILS
except those in deferred status before winter. A ll modernization possib le, with
the exception o f Grand Junction, has either been completed or is now in progress.
Jim Cole and Darol Hafner are putting the fin ish ing touches on the Eugene IIS as
are Wes Martyn, Jim Carr and B i l l Bedri with the Boise IIS . Jim Cheatham has new
monitoring equipment in s ta lled at Casper, while Frank Beauchamp and Doug Brown are 
way out in a iry Rock Springs putting in new TUS equipment* A fte r these many years
Los Angeles International w i l l have modern' IIS equipment, courtesy R iley Harris,
Arnold Hatch and Vern Hartman.

The month o f October has seen the completion o f Cheyenne and Colorado Springs
CS/T and San Francisco Tower just in time to le t the boys break out th e ir r i f l e s fo r
deer and other four legged animals* Jim Cheatham has already reported that he has
his antelope and hopes to have his e lk by the time he reports at Eagle, Colorado
a fte r a week o f annual leave. Paul Watkins reports as h is proposed work fo r next
weeks »Hiking a fte r a German pointer across stubble f ie ld s » .

Darel and Dick Preator w i l l go on annual leave upon a rr iva l at Blythe INSAC fo r
a couple of weeks at th e ir fa vo r ite »s a lt l ic k » in Utah.

The relocation at San Francisco Tower moved lik e clockwork. Paul A llee and his
crew consisting o f Darel and Dick Preator, Rafael Lopez, Udell Larsen, Tom Carrington,
Ben Lobnow and Carl Weidert, with the assistance of John Eagen and Tom Bracken, had 
everything ready to go at 12 sharp on September 28« At 12?25 the photographers

% (Continued on next page)
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arrived and Operations was ready to go* The move was completed as soon as the
balance of the operators could leave the old tower and report to the new quarters#
A ll concerned are to be complimented on a job w ell done#

Ben Lobnow, Electronic Engineer, a fte r 13 years of electron ic in s ta lla tion ,
handed in his resignation* Ben has l e f t us to go into the t ra ile r supply business
in San Leandro with his son in law# We are a ll sorry to see him leave and want to
wish him a ll. the success in the world* His new address is A l T ra ile r Supply,
13995 £ast liith S treet, San Leandro, Californ ia.

We of the F a c il it ie s Establishment Branch would lik e to extend a word of thanks 
to the SESs at Cheyenne, Colorado Springs and San Francisco. Their cooperation
has been 100$ and has certa in ly made our jobs easier.

On October 5 Udell Larsen moved the Mt. Shasta leather Bureau teletypewriters to
new quarters and then spent the rest of the week making a permanent installation#
This was his f i r s t job since promotion to GS 9*

f Clarence Van kless from the E#0* ..ent to Santa Maria fo r a sim ilar afifeer $uxaa
move, but a fte r he got there the. Weather Bureau was not ready so he get everything
ready fo r the move and l e f t the actual job in the capable hands of the_SES at Faso
Robles* S t i l l another Weather Bureau move this month th is time at &**&?£* *>'
Colorado. Robert Strarap from Denver and Van are making this a jo in t enterprise#
Van is also gathering information fo r INSAC modernization at Tnmaad and La Junta.

.Paul Watkins and Boyd Preece have replaced the TI® with a TMJ at the Colorado
Springs §H®. This f a c i l i t y can now put. out 175 watts, but is authorized to use
just 50 watts*

Howard Pyle, who has. been using up excess leave, was scheduled to in s ta ll â RUP
VHF tunable receiver at Hoquiam this week, but* was unable to do so because oi e
serious illness of his wife. We hope to hear soon that she has recovered,

Fred McCauley and Sammy Rosenfeld completed modernization at the Prescott INSAC
(^O ctober 18* As a resu lt of th e ir work Prescott can now answer a irc ra ft on 1JJ.J me
^^and increased power is available fo r 135«0/135»9

Relocation of the Tucson l/MF range is now in progress under the d irection of
Ed Pardee assisted by George Martin and Tom Carrington. This should be a choice
assignment fo r f a l l work«

Jim Cheatham has moved and shipped the VHF link equipment fromjtfoorcroft to Reno
where i t w i l l be in s ta lled . He reports the abandoned hoororoft INSaC was so cold
that he had to go out and buy enough fu e l o i l to thaw out the w iring. Al ■ . .
period of leave he w i l l proceed to Eagle, Colorado and re work the VHF link equipment.

John Eagen and Tom Bracken are deep in the relocation of the San Francisco ASR 2
control equipment to the new tower. They have spliced the video cables using a new
type stilioe in it ia te d by 'th is region . Our Washington O tfice has indicated th is t^pe
o f sp lice w il l be adopted by the Washington O ffice as standard a lte r i t proves out
at San Francisco# ¿til indications are that i t m i l be successful.

(Continued on next page)
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Maintenance Activ itiess
Mr« M e lv ille , Chief, F a c il it ie s Maintenance Branchy v is ite d the headquarters

of EDS »7i San Frareisco, and EDS >8, Oakland, as w ell as a l l the OFACS F a c ilit ie s >
and many of the domestic fa c i l i t i e s in the San Francisco/Oakland area, during the
week September 27 through October 1*

A f ie ld conference was held in the new airport terminal building conference
room on September 29» Mr» M elv ille outlined the Maintenance Branch p o licy and the
st^u s o f future programs* A question and answer period was provided during the
afternoon session and each Electronics S pecia lis t and Flectro Mechanical Spec ia lis t
was given an opportunity to discuss problems in th e ir area* A to ta l of 30 Specia lists
were present*

Personnel attending th is conference were from the San Francisco Control Station,
Belmont, Pescadero and the OFACS Control Station, Salinas, Paso Robles, Oakland,
Point Reyes, and D istrict 7 and D istrict 8 o ffices .

A v is i t to the Oklahoma C ity Aeronautical Center was accomplished by Deputy 
Chief Vaughn Clayton during the week of October 11th through 15th* During th is
v is i t a l l tra in ing courses at the Aeronautical Center were discussed with the o f
f i c ia ls in charge of tra in ing } the Project Materials Depot and other components of
the Aeronautical Center were v is ite d fo r fam ilia r iza tion purposes* The tr ip was
highly p ro fitab le in that i t brought out a lo t of points which we have considered
from the rumor angle in the past and, needless to say, c la r if ie d a good nuMjer of
these items. We believe that the Aeronautical Center is doing a good job fo r the
CAA> and that a further understanding of i t s operation would be highly b en e fic ia l
to many regional personnel. On the return tr ip Mr. Clayton also v is ited the Second 
Region o ff ic e in Fort Worth where Maintenance Branch and F a c il it ie s D ivision problems 
were discussed*

Our F ie ld Conference Series is being continued this month with conferences being
held by Vaughn Clayton and Walt Blankmann at B illin gs and Great Falls in Montana.
A ll F a c il it ie s Maintenance Branch personnel in Montana w il l attend these conferences
and we. expect that numerous f ie ld problems w il l be discussed and possib ly se ttled
at that time.

Our Regional O ffice te letype school is proceeding according to plan and students
graduated from the la s t class are §

Clarence W. Dowell
Lawrence L. Cheskaty

V ir g i l E. Eshelman
Calvin L. Gordon

Terho A. Jarvi
Herman L. Pedersen

Former AMT'S attending th is school t e l l us that the train ing is very p ractica l and
should prepare them n ice ly fo r additional duties which they are undertaking as
Ele ctr o-Mechanic s*

The fo llow ing personnel are attending ASR PAR class at Oklahoma City?

George J. Fischer, Wallace D. W estfa ll, Charles F. McNulty.

Final selections fo r our Grounds and Structures f i e ld crews have been made and
most of the personnel involved have actually been moved to th e ir new locations*

(Continued on next page)
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We be lieve that th is new organization w i l l represent a sa tis fa c to ry change and hope
that we w i l l be able to handle the f ie ld work at least as w e ll as i t has been
handled under the previous system* We s t i l l have a few vacancies in the e le c tro
mechanical group, but these spots are being f i l l e d as fa s t as possible* The entire
in tegra tion program should begin to produce resu lts of a sa tis fa c to ry nature in the
immediate future*

GENERAL SAFETY DIVISIONg

The m ajority o f the D is tr ic t O ffices have reported a noticeable increase in
general sa fe ty a c t iv ity fo r th is months in fa c t , one o f f ic e reports the highest le v e l
of a c t iv ity in the past f i f t e e n months* The increase seems to be prim arily in the
realm o f student tra in in g , a irc ra ft sa les , organization of new fly in g clubs, and a 
general increase in the use o f p r iva te ly owned a irc ra ft*

F ligh t c lin ic s were held at Spokane, S ea ttle , and Idaho Fa lls and were w e ll re
ceived* The idea o f the f l ig h t c lin ic program as a means of preventing accidents
and furthering sa fe ty in aviation seems to be receiv ing exce llen t public acceptance

(jHlas is indicated by the number of requests received fo r additional c lin ics *

A c t iv ity in the f i e l d of agricu ltu ra l operation is diminishing rap id ly due to
close of the season and our o ff ic e s report most operators are beginning to overhaul
th e ir equipment*

Agent D’ Estout of the San Diego D is tr ic t O ffice is working with the Aviation
Committee o f the San Diego Chamber o f Commerce in the establishment of a C iv i l
Aviation Museum in San Diego*

A unique demonstration at A ir Show Day at Moab, Utah on September 2£ was con­
ducted by a f l ig h t instructor f ly in g solo in a Piper Tri Pacer* Using the unicorn
frequency, he described the a rt of operating h is airplane from the time he started
u n til he landed and parked the a ir c ra ft « His vo ice was picked up by the a irport
rece iver and was broadcasted over the public address system*

Agent John Zentner, o f the Grand Junction O ffic e , fe e ls that an event such as
th is makes fo r a very in ters tin g and inform ative f ly in g demonstration* ”The play
back to the crowd,” states Zentner, ”was c lea r and understandable and the «blow
by blow1 f l ig h t description received outstanding public acceptance*”

Agents Moran and Hendy of the Helena ASDO worked c lo se ly with the Missoula
Chamber o f Commerce in assisting with the dedication by President Eisenhower on
September 22 of the new Forest Service A eria l F ire Depot* An a ir show was held in
conjunction with the dedication which was attended by 30,000 people at the Missoula
County Airpot*

On September 12 Yakima A irport was the scene o f a very successful a ir f a i r
sponsored by the Yakima Chamber of Commerce and the lo c a l C iv i l A ir Patro l with the
assistance of the ASDO* Agent Jacobson reports that 12,000 persons v is ite d the
a irport during the day and watched the crop dusting and spraying demonstrations,
m ilita ry fly o v e rs , and the sta tic displays* I t is planned to make the a ir f a i r
an annual event at Yakima* (Continued on next page)
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Fresno ASDO reports that another helicop ter company has been organized in the
d is t r ic t making a t o ta l of three agricu lture operators using helicopters in th is
area.

A l W itter, Supervising Agent, Boise ASDO, reports that arrangements have been
made fo r his o ff ic e to furnish the State D irector of Aeronautics with items o f sa fe ty
to be published in the «Rudder f lu t t e r , ” a pamphlet mailed to a l l a ir c ra ft owners 
and p ilo ts reg istered with the State o f Idaho. The column w il l be t i t l e d "About
S a fe ty ,” and o ffe r s an exce llen t veh ic le fo r «s e l l in g ” a sa fe ty message to the airmen
in the d is t r ic t .

The Albuquerque o f f ic e reports that a r ig id program of supervision o f in du stria l
a irc ra ft maintenance in th e ir d is t r ic t has apparently paid o f f th is season in re
ducing accidents.

The Ontario o f f ic e reports that a c t iv ity in the hom e bu ilt a ircraft f i e ld is
at an a l l time high and increasing d a ily . There are twelve pro jects now under
construction, plus one gyro g lid er. One of the approved repair stations in this
d is t r ic t overhauled more than 750 instruments fo r c iv i l ia n a ir c ra ft during the month.
This i s an encouraging sign that priva te f ly e r s are rea liz in g the importance of
good instrument maintenance. This is one point that is stressed at a l l sa fe ty W
c lin ic s and a l l other meetings where maintenance is discussed. One o f the mechanic 
schools in th is d is t r ic t reports a 25 per cent increase in th e ir enrollment of
students fo r the mechanic courses.

AIR CARRIER SAFETY DIVISION?

The San Francisco A ir Carrier D is tr ic t O ffic e moved in to new quarters in the
new $llt,000,000 San Francisco Terminal Building on September 2lw A c t iv ity on the
ramp and runways can be monitored from the new o f f ic e . An enclosed examination
room has also been provided.

United A ir Lines broke ground fo r their new service hangar which w i l l be located
on fo r ty acres immediately north of the new term inal bu ild ing. The new fa c i l i t i e s
w i l l be u t i l iz e d by United A ir Lines fo r turn around inspections, e tc .

Transocean A irlin es* school, known as the TALOA Academy,,has requested approval 4m.I
o f th e ir F ligh t Engineer Course and approval of a C 5U f l ig h t simulator. This
f l i g h t simulator is unique in that i t very c lo se ly approximates the C 5U cockpit
and was b u ilt by the school instructors. The TALOA school is presently tra in ing
severa l German Nationalists in f l i g h t engineering and f l i g h t operational phases.

During the month o f September, A ir lin e Transport Carriers made severa l tr ip s
to Arizona transporting Indian f i r e figh te rs and prisoners to the southern
C a lifo rn ia area to f ig h t fo re s t f i r e s .

On September l6 , Viking A ir Lines placed th e ir newly acquired Douglas DC U
in to operation with a CAM f l ig h t to San Antonio, Texas. This a irc ra ft is leased
from C a lifo rn ia Eastern and is being maintained by that company at Oakland.
Maintenance resp on s ib ility fo r th is carrier has been transferred from the Burbank
A ir Carrier D is tr ic t O ffice to the San Francisco D is tr ic t O ffic e . Crews fo r th is
operation are based at Burbank and Kansas C ity . The main operations base w i l l be
retained at Lockheed A ir Terminal. (Continued on next page)
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Californ ia A ir Charter is now operating a C I4.6 in addition to their two DC 3
a ircra ft. A ll a ircra ft are engaged in CAM operations.

F light Operations Agent Paul Thornbury assisted in .ferry ing a Los Angeles
Airways Sikorsky S-55 helicopter from Teterboro, New Jersey, to Los Angeles.
The f l ig h t encountered some delay due to adverse weather in the wake of a hurricane.
However, no mechanical trouble was experienced during the fl ig h t which was ac
complished in 36 hours. This,particular model helicopter is equipped with the new
balanced t a i l rotor in sta lla tion which enables the p ilo t to f l y with his fe e t on
the flo o r instead of on the pedals, except fo r takeoff and landing.

A group of Western Air lines personnel recently conducted a pre winter tour of 
the Western Air Lines system for the purpose of meeting with other company personnel
to review current operational practices and to discuss problems of general scope
or interest* This group included Western Air LinesT chief maintenance and inspec
tion personnel, as well as their ch ief p ilo t , and the superintendents of maintenance
regulations and ground school. The division chief p ilo ts , f l ig h t crews, station
personnel and maintenance personnel attended these meetings. Group meetings were

Iheld at Salt Lake City, Utah; Great Fa lls , Montana; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Denver, 
Colorado; Idaho Falls, Idaho; and Casper Wyoming. Other stations w ill be v is ited
in October. Such programs are being encouraged, since i t was the consensus that
these meetings promoted a more e ff ic ien t and safe operation.

Frontier A irlines inaugurated scheduled operations into the nW illiston Basin”
North Dakota on September 15« Simultaneously, B illin gs , Montana, became their
fourth operating base (Denver, Colorado; Sa lt Lake City, Utah; Phoenix, Arizona;
B illin gs , Montana) o Two flig h ts per day are now being conducted between B illin gs ,
Montana, and Bismarck, North Dakota, With intermediate stops at Miles City, Montana;
Glendive, Montana; Sidney, Montana; ViLlliston, North Dakota; and Dickinson, North
Dakota. In the near future, Wolf Point, Montana, w il l be added as an intermediate
stop. A ll assigned agents in the Denver A ir Carrier D istrict Office u tilized the
majority of their time and e ffo r t in cooperating with Frontier A irlines personnel
to bring th is new operation up to acceptable safety standards in the short period
of time between CAB authorization and September 15«

To implement these routes fo r instrument operations, Frontier have installed
the ir own navigational homing fa c i l i t ie s at Sidney, W ill is ton, and Glendive,
and are, at the present time, making a sim ilar in sta lla tion at Wolfe Point. In
addition, each station has VKF communication fa c i l i t ie s , and Frontier A irlines
is now inst a ilin g nback up'’ m/HF 1000 watt transmitter fa c i l i t ie s on u651 u5 kcs 
(day) and 2903.0 kcs (n ight) at Miles City. These fa c i l i t ie s are in addition to
their complehe .teletype system.

Service by Continental A i r Lines from Albuquerque, New Mexico, to El Paso,
Texas, through Alamogordo, New Mexico, was inaugurated on September 1, 195n.

I t is estimated that the CAA Intermediate F ie ld , Furnace Creek, Californ ia,
which was damaged by unusually heavy rains during the summer months, m i l be
ready fo r Bonanza Air L i n e s u s e on or about December 1* 195h.

An aircra ft servicing agency operator in the Seattle area was injured recently
when an A U type walk-around oxygen bottle blew up while being r e f i l le d . The operator
claimed the gauge in the bottle and the gauge on the dispensing manifold regulator
read only 200 lbs. at the time. (Continued on next page)
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AIRCRAFT ENGINEERING DIVISIONS

A irc ra ft Engineering Foundation personnel s t i l l are making changes to the tes t
C U6 airplane being prepared for evaluation under SRl*06. A Type Inspection Authoriza
tion has not yet been issued, however, CAA personnel have participated in two f l ig h t
te s ts , including a ir speed ca librations, power calibrations in low blower, and
engine cooling tes ts . Cooling tes t resu lts indicate that head and o i l temperatures
exceeded the permissible lim its by appreciable amounts. Foundation personnel now
are attempting to correct these defic ien c ies . Climb tests are being deferred be
cause changes necessary to correct the cooling d if f ic u lt ie s may a ffe c t climb per
formance* Some confusion ex ists regarding the in terpretation of SR!*06w C la r ifica
tion o f th is matter is being worked out between the Foundation, the CAA and the CAB.

The Boeing prototype Model 707 airplane returned to f l ig h t status on September 
19th fo llow ing the landing accident in July. Over ^0 hours of f l ig h t testing have 
been completed and Boeing personnel indicate that the f l ig h t evaluation program
is progressing sa tis fa c to r ily . Boeing personnel have informed ASDO #U6 personnel
that an application fo r Type C ertifica te w i l l be forwarded on th is model very soon.

Convair personnel advise that negotiations are under way fo r the delivery of a
Model 3U0 a irc ra ft to Napier L td ., England, fo r use in evaluating the in s ta lla tion
of Napier turbo prop engines. I t is understood that the airplane w il l be fe r r ie d
to England, and that the engine changes w il l be made there.

Two explosive decompressions occurred recently during scheduled operations on
DC 6 airplanes. One was caused by a f ailure in an emergency ex it hinge, the other
was caused by metal fatigue in fuselage skin and stringers adjacent to the inboard
engine propeller plane in tersection . Airworthiness D irectives were authorized by
Washington and issued from th is o ff ic e by wire covering both defic iencies .

H ille r has completed the 1^0 hour tes t stand run on the snorkel engine con
figu ra tion fo r the HJ-1 helicopter. F inal technical data are being prepared
and submitted covering various questionable items brought up during the recent
pre TIA Type C ertifica tion Board Meeting. Tentative plans c a ll fa r the start
o f the CAA f l ig h t te s t program within a week and the issuance of a Type Inspection
Authorization in the immediate future.

* * * * < * * * *

RETIREMENT CHANGES FOR FEDERAL WORKERS

The Department recently issued a concise summary o f ' the prospective changes 
in the Retirement Law. This summary was based on the Kaplan Committee report?

1. Old age and survivors insurance coverage under the Socia l Security Act
would be granted as an additional benefit to Federal employees subject
to the C iv il Service Retirement Act, with no reduction in benefits
under the la t te r Act fo r any employee now subject to i t .

2. C iv il Service Retirement Act coverage would be extended to include a l l
regular employees who have completed three years o f continuous Federal
c iv ilia n employment. (Continued on next page)
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3* The C iv il Service Retirement system and the old age and survivors insurance
system would be k ep t’separate and independent. (This is to avoid objections
that the C iv il Service Retirement system would be jeopardized).

4. Retirament benefits a fte r age 65 would be increased on the average by about
8 per cent,, and the w ife o f a retired employee could also qu a lify fo r a
retirement benefit at age 65* No substantial change is involved in annuities
below age 65.

5* Survivor protection would be improved. A surviving widow would receive an
immediate annuity instead of an annuity at age 50* as at present, and at age
65* the widow’ s annuity would be increased by up to 50 per cent.

6. Thé to ta l employee contribution would be maintained at about the present
le v e l. The present rate is 6 per cent fo r retirement deductions and 2 per. cent
o f the f i r s t $4200 o f annual salary fo r old age and survivors insurance
benefits .

The new ra te , fo r the benefits o f both systems, would be 2>\ per cent o f
the f i r s t $1200 o f annual salary and 6 per cent on the excess*

7. The old age and survivors insurance tax payable by the Government would amount,
according to the report, to approximate]^ 1.8 per cent o f the pay r o l l under 
the rate now in e ffe c t . Note: This would have to be absorbed by the employ­
ing agency. The Government is already subject to th is tax* however, with
respect to. more than 600*000 Federal employees.

8. The plan would be e ffe c t iv e January 1, 1956.

# ^

ORCHIDS

I t is a pleasure to quote the fo llow ing le t t e r received from Colonel Frederick
A. P i l l e t t , USAF, Commander, Headquarters 514th A ir Defense Group, Minneapolis,
Minnesota regarding service rendered by the Rawlins and Casper Communication
Station personnel. The le t t e r is addressed tp Mr. M arriott.

” 1 just want.to say thanks very much to you and your personnel in the
Cherokee CaSper, Wyoming area fo r the extremely e ffic ien t,h e lp fu l and
fr ien d ly service they rendered fo r me on the afternoon o f Friday, 24
September.

”1 was enroute from Rapid City to Ogden, Utah, in an F-89D, IFR, 30,000
fe e t , estimating Cherokee at 1344* I must have been su ffering from engine
ic e as my speed was fa r below normal. At about 1340, I lo s t 4*000 fe e t
trying, to get a s ligh t build up in speed, and determined at that time
that I had better get out o f the existing instrument conditions, which 
could only contribute to more engine ic e , and back into the clear a ir
that prevailed north and east o f Qasper. I was, naturally, concerned

(Continued on next page)
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by my fa ilu re to maintain assigned instrument a ltitu de , and reported
immediately to Cherokee that I was returning to Rapid City* In what 
seemed to be no time at a l l , Cherokee advised that I had been cleared
back to Rapid C ity at 26,000, and moments la te r , Casper came on to advise
that they had a je t National Guard unit there with attendant j e t f a c i l i
t ie s that could be made availab le fo r me. I was pleased to take advantage
o f these fa c i l i t i e s , and terminated my f l ig h t at Casper at about 1400, 
without further d i f f ic u lty . Mr. John R. Bishop and Mr. Byron H. Clapp
were particu larly helpfu l in a number o f ways, a fte r I landed there,
and 1 understand that they were responsible fo r the advisory notices I
received regarding fa c i l i t i e s at Gasper, and in assisting in my approach
to the f ie ld .

11Your en tire organization in that area, ind iv idua lly and co lle c t iv e ly ,
function p erfec tly , and I assure you that i t was very comforting to get
such rapid assistance while I was fly in g on instruments, losing power
and a ltitu de , and wondering how much worse i t would get in a l i t t l e while.

“Thanks again, and please pass my thanks to a l l those who were so help fu l“ .

Notes Cherokee .is controlled by Rawlins.

* * * * * * * *

7. P. P. NOTES

No news is Good newsi
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