
  

   

        

      

  

            
              

           
       

 
 

               
                 

            
                 

                
                
               

           
            

                
           

              

              
              

              
              

              
                  

              
               
                 

   

SIGNIFICANT.ijp3 REGIONAL AND WASHINGTON ACTIVITIES

CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION. LOS AHGÉLES, CALIFORNIA

VOL, 1 , NO. 11 ______________________________ , ____________________ HAY 1 , 195k

SOLILOQUY OF A LOWFREQUENCY RANGE

by

L. F . Range

(E d ito r’ s Note; Recently one of our Regional O ffice personnel was on a f ie ld
tr ip , and overheard one of our ranges taLking to h im self. The a r t ic le below is
the substance of th is one—way conversation . Any resemblance to a low frequency
range now »operating or discontinued« is purely in te n tio n a l) .

* * * * * *
I t

I hear they are try in g to g et r id of me. A fter many years of fa i th fu l service
to o . I wonder why. They say i t ’ s because there is a new u p start th at can do a
b e tte r job than I can. Oddly enough, our names are s im ila r . I understand he
is known as Mr. V. H* Fe Omm Range* He hasn’ t been a t th is business as long as
I have, but Pm sure th a t he w ill never try any harder than I have to do a good 
job fo r the fe llo w s who use the a ir space around me. P v e re a lly enjoyed my jo b .
I*m proud to say th a t I ’ve saved some l iv e s . P v e r e a lly tr ie d to keep things
on the «beam». P v e had my headaches, however; p a r tic u la r ly when th e re1s been
a lo t of thunder and lig h tin g . Never did lik e thunder and lig h tin g ; and I must 
confess th a t when i t ’ s close by, I do have a tendency to go o ff the beam. I
understand th a t th is young fe llo w , Omni Range, doesn’ t have th is trou ble . I
wish I could say the same fo r myself* But, th a t1s modern science fo r you.

There 's one thing I can do, though, th a t young Mr. Omni Range can’ t do as
w ell. I can throw my sig n a l a lo t fa r th e r and the valleys and mountains don’ t
bother me. Young Mr. Omni Range ju s t can’ t seem to hug the ground lik e I can.
He can throw h is s ig n a l only where he can se e . Y es, I know, I know, he can throw
h is in any d ire ctio n in a complete c ir c le and I can only throw mine four ways.
So, fo r that reason, he can do a b e tte r jo b . I t ’ s not easy to say i t , but i t ’ s
tru e .

I wonder how long I ’l l get to stay here before they f i n a l ly get r id of me*
I ju s t hope th ey ’ l l be f a i r about i t an^ r e a lly tak e in to consideration the views
of a l l the people I have helped and worked with over the y ears, so they’ l l be i
(Continued on next page)



                 
             

                 
           

              
          
             

            
             
              
            

                
                

        

           
              

               
            

           
            

        
           
         

          
              

     

              
              

           
            

             
               

               
               

                
            

                
                 

                
          

             
                  

              
                   

                 

sure they*re not making a mistake in getting rid of me. I f they tr e a t me the same
as they did iry brother down the airway, 1*11 have no squawks. That was re a lly f a i r .
Let me see i f I can remember. F ir s t of a l l , he was the main topic of conversation
at a committee meeting in the Regional O ffice . F a c i l i t ie s Clearance Committee, I
believe i t fs ca lled . I t * s made up, I understand, of some of the wheels in the Re
gional O ffice and tech n ica l exp erts. A fter considerable discussion, they f in a lly
agreed th a t my brother could be re tire d and proceeded to make such a recommendation, 
to the Regional Administrator. But th is was ju st a recommendation up to th is point.
My brother was then circu larized to industry. This re a lly gave him the swell head
to think th at he was th at important. Imagine, over 1,000 n otices were sent from
the Regional O ffice requesting comment on whether my brother should be re t ire d or
not. I t * s not easy to say th is because of sentimental reasons I r e a lly lik e my
brother but th a t sw ell head sure came down to normal s iz e when very few comments were
received that he was s t i l l needed fo r active se rv ice .

He was then brought up fo r discussion before the Regional Airspace Sub Committee. 
This is re a lly an important committee, made up of some big wheels, the Regional Admin
is tr a to r i s Chairman and represents not ju st my o u tf it , the CAA, but a l l of the Depart
ment of Commerce. Other members of the Committee include rep resentatives of the Array,
the Navy, the Air Force, Federal Communications Commission, and the C iv il Aeronautics
Board. These are the regular members. They have voting p riv ile g e s . Any action they ^
take must be unanimous. There are also associate members. These associate members '
represent the various aviation organizations which use the airways. For example? Air
Transport A ssociation, A irline P ilo ts A ssociation, National A ssociation of S ta te Avia
tio n O ff ic ia ls , and A ircra ft Owners and P ilo ts A ssociation. Although these fellow s
don*t have voting fig h ts , they ce rta in ly have the chance to speak th e ir mind and I
understand 1jhey re a lly do on occasions!

Tffell, to get back to ny sto ry . My brother came up fo r discussion before th is
Committee. A fter i t was a l l over though, they agreed th at he should be re tire d and
so recommended to the Washington Airspace Sub-Committee. Now I don*t know too much
about th is Washington Committee, but the grapevine t e l l s me th a t they are organized
on the same basis as the Regional sub committee with the same type of rep resentation .

brother came up before them, and, a fte r discussing the case on i t s m erits, they, too,
agreed th at he should be re t ire d . Now I should think that th is is p re tty f a i r treatment,
However, I was re a lly surprised th a t th is was not the f in a l actio n . Our number one
man in the whole CAA wanted to take a look at my broth er. Only a fte r considerable de „s
lib e ra tio n of a l l the preceding recommendations, did the Administrator f in a l ly give }
the green lig h t to r e t ir e my brother. I think th a t*s f a i r . I believe they«11 be as
square with me. They started to take a look at my brother l a s t August and i t was not
u n til the other day, a f te r going through a l l cf these step s, that he heard he was to be
re tire d sometime in June. I t ce rta in ly is n ’ t any hurry up, rush deal.

A ctually, there aren*t too many of us involved. I understand only about one out
of ten of us in Region Four are affected th is year| and not many more next year. I
guess I don't have any complaints. I 'v e tr ie d to do a good job and I 'v e done ay b e st.
I know I ' l l get a f a i r look see and i f th is young Mr. Omni Range can do a b e tte r job
than I can, well then, i t ' s time fo r me to step aside and make room fo r young blood.
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REGionRL RDminisTRRTQR's CoLumn
Have you w ritten your Congressman la te ly ? Have you ever

w ritten him? Believe me, I think people ought to express them
selves to th e ir elected rep resen tativ es, te ll in g them th e ir
convictions on current issues* How else can the senator or
Congressman know what h is constituents think about questions of

national importance? Probably none of us discharge our f u l l c iv ic re sp o n sib ility
in th is regard. However, apparently there are times when some of us write our
Congressman about a personal matter rath er than a public issu e . Have you ever
analyzed what happens when we do th is?

Suppose one of us i s unhappy about something that happened within our own
agency and w rites to h is Congressman about i t , without having f i r s t made f u l l in
quiry through normal channels within the agency. What happens? You w rite the
Congressman, the Congressman w rites the Administrator, the Administrator acknow
ledges the le t t e r and w rites to the Regional Administrator. The Regional Admin
is tr a to r requests an in v estig atio n and report from the operating D ivision and
the Personnel O ffice . The in v estig atio n is made and the report submitted. A fter
checking i t ca re fu lly , the Regional Administrator sends the report with a le t t e r
of tran sm itta l to the Administrator. The Administrator w rites to the Congressman
and the Congressman then w rites to his constituent who in it ia te d the o rig in al
request. At le a s t 8 le t t e r s

In a l l lik e lih o o d , the same answer or perhaps a b e tte r one could have been
obtained by writing d ire c t to the D ivision Chief or the Regional Administrator.
Insofar as th is Region is concerned, I know that both Mr. Read and I are sip cerely
in terested in the personal hardship problems of our Regional personnel. Of course,
i f you don*t get the desired answer on th is tr y , you can s t i l l take the route
through the Congressman, but I think in most cases, you w ill receive sympathetic
consideration and i f you receive a sa tis fa c to ry answer you ce rta in ly w ill have 
saved a lo t of correspondence and conserved the time of our busy national o f f ic ia ls .

You probably are saying to you rself th at personal le t te r s of th is type to
Congressman are infrequent or occur only ra re ly . As a matter of f a c t , i t has
happened more than once in th is Region within the la s t month. Maybe two or three
among 2800 employees is n * t many. The point I want to make i s that i f there is
a single instance of u n satisfactory conditions, we, in th is o ff ic e , want to knew
about i t and have a try at correctin g or at le a s t improving the situ a tio n . Please
give us a chance.

Now don#t expect us to change the RIF regulations tomorrow, or to pay double
pay fo r overtime! You can w rite your Congressman about these questions. We w ill
continue to attempt to administer a l l the ru les and regulations as they now e x is t
with complete fa irn e s s , and w ill attempt to change those which we a ll agree should
be changed. (Continued on page 30)
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THE $U MINUTE

(E d ito r’ s Note) The follow ing a r t ic le was w ritten by Allen D. C arter, Airways Opera­
tio n s S p e c ia lis t (Air Route), a t S a lt Lake City« While the a r t ic le was not prepared
s p e c if ic a l ly fo r the Region 4 News, we lik e d i t so much th at we would lik e to pass i t
along to you« While i t i s w ritten from the A ir T ra ffic Control viewpoint, i t i s not
intended to imply th a t only ATC people contribu te to economizing the time of a ir c r a f t
in the a ir« We b elieve i t i s applicable to a l l other personnel as w ell*

We think the a r t ic le of such in te r e s t th at i t has been forwarded to th e Washington Of
f i c e with the thought th a t i t might be re fe rre d to the other Regions fo r dissem ination
to th e ir personnel«

* * * * * *

Every man lik e s to f e e l th a t he i s useful« An a ir t r a f f i c co n tro lle r is no ex
ception to th is desire«

Currently some of us are su fferin g from a disease known as OCCUPATIONAL UNIMPORTANCE
This disease is e s p e c ia lly prevalent among government workers, since such employees
are given to b elieve th a t they are performing functions which no se lf re s p e c tin g pro
fit m aking industry could affo rd to maintain« Therefore, the reasoning continues,
they are p arasites«

One of the f a s te s t cures fo r the disease is an examination of the economic con
cepts of a ir t r a f f i c control«

A major a ir c a r r ie r company has been kind enough to supply, at our req u est, a
breakdown of the fly in g costs o f th e various types of a ir c r a f t which i t operates«
These fig u res cover the six month period ending June 30 , 1953« They are devoid of pad­
ding, include only actu al fly in g c o s ts , and contain none of th e fix e d c o s t operations
such as t ic k e t and baggage handling, radio communications, f l ig h t k itch en s, etc«

DC 3 DC U DC 6 Convair

Crew Salary and Expenses *3U $39 $63 $38

Fuel and O il 19 90 83 99

F lig h t Equipment Maintenance 15 27 la 39

F lig h t Equipment D epreciation 2 9 92 êh

COST PER HOUR $70 $121 $239 *196

COST FER MINUTE $1.17 12.02 $3.98 *3 .2 7

U n til a sim ilar breakdown has been obtained fo r m ilita ry a ir c r a f t , i t can only
be surmised th a t the costs of operating large a ir c r a f t such as the B-U7 and C I2I4.
w ill bring the cost of fly in g the average instrum ent type a ir c r a f t to at le a s t per
minute« (Continued on next page)
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There is considerable meaning behind the minute* Every time an air t r a f f i c
co n tro ller saves the average instrument a ir c r a f t one minute of delay, he simultaneously
saves the industry or the taxpayer fou r genuine American d ollars*

Delay can be defined as any man-imposed obstacle which prevents a p ilo t , between
tak eo ff and landing, from making the most expeditious f lig h t p o ssib le . Instrument
f l ig h t delays usually take one of four forms: (1 ) holding while awaiting clearance
to approach and land; (2) executing extended departure procedures to avoid other
t r a f f i c ; (3) fly in g at unfavorable wind le v e ls ; and (U) fly in g circu itou s routes.

Some delay is necessary during instrument weather conditions in order to insure
against a ir c r a f t co llid in g with te rra in or with one another. The $U minute, expensive
as i t sounds, i s as nothing when conpared with the p oten tia l l i f e and property lo ss
which might resu lt from such c o llis io n .

The art of the a ir t r a f f i c co n tro lle r l i e s in maintaining safety while simul
taneously reducing the attendant delay to an absolute minimum consistent with that
sa fe ty . The man who can do th is must ce rta in ly be considered useful and economically
valuable, regardless of the f a c t that he i s employed by a tax supported agency of
government. Using the minute and a th e o re tica l stack of ten landing a ir c r a f t , th is
■ n e a s ily be il lu s tr a te d .

I f c e ilin g conditions are such th a t a 3 minute approach in terv a l is possib le,
p erfect control w ill d issip ate the stack in th ir ty minutes. For purposes of example,
our illu s tr a te d con tro l w ill be safe and without major e rro r , but w ill contain a few
departures from p e rfectio n ;

1 . The center co n tro lle r , feeding the stack in to the holding marker 
and having to determine which of several a ir c ra f t should be
assigned bottom altitu d e and number one to approach, guesses wrong.
The a ir c r a f t assigned number one actu ally crosses the marker 2 minutes
la te r than the a ir c r a f t immediately above. Since the approach sequence
might have begun 2 minutes sooner, each of the ten a ir c r a f t su ffers a
2 minute delay.

CUMULATIVE DELAY:. 20* $80

2 . The approach c o n tro lle r , basing control on a U-minute in te rv a l, s ta r ts
the number two a ir c r a f t inbound from the marker exactly 1 minute la te r
than necessary. The other eight a ir c r a f t autom atically in h e rit 1 addi
t io n a l minute of delay.

CUMULATIVE DELAY: 29* $116

(Continued on next page)
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3 . The approach co n tro ller f a i l s to re v ise center issued expected
approach time to the number three a ir c r a f t u n til that a ir c r a f t is
well out in the holding pattern* Number three crosses the marker 
inbound 2 minutes la te r than necessary. As usual, the delay is
passed along up the stack*

CUMULATIVE DELAYs $180

lu At th is p oin t, the stack is perhaps 2,000 fe e t higher than would
otherwise be necessary* Number one a ir c r a f t , shuttling out in
opposite d irectio n to depart over the stack , must climb out an 
additional ij. minutes and le v e l back an additional 3 minutes because
of th is extra a ltitu d e .

CUMULATIVE DELAY: £2» $208

5* The center c o n tro lle r , having retained ju risd ic tio n over the upper
fiv e a ir c r a f t pending passage of an enroute a ir c r a f t through the
altitu d e gap, becomes busy on another interphone lin e and assigns v
tower ju r isd ic tio n 3 minutes la te r than necessary* Total stack
delay is 1 $ minutes*

CUMMULATIVE DELAY: 67» $268

6* The center co n tro ller had retained the upper fiv e a ir c r a f t in
nomal communication channels pending tower ju r is d ic t io n . The
approach co n tro lle r i s occupied fo r 2 minutes in establish ing con I
ta c t and resuming th e approach sequence.

CUMMULATIVE DELAY: 77* $308 I

7* Two more extended departure procedures are now necessary, since
stack d issip ation i s 10 minutes slower and 3,000 fe e t higher than
i t should b e. Each sh u ttle procedure adds 10 minutes of unnecessary
fly in g time to each f l ig h t .

CUMMULATIVE DELAY: 97* $388
O I

Balance of the operation is routine, and the top a ir c r a f t lands ju s t 10 minutes
la te r than p erfectio n . Safety has been maintained throughout, and the flow of approaches!
has been v irtu a lly constant. The whole operation has taken only I4O minutes. Yet a
minute here and a minute there have cost the industry $388 in unnecessary fly in g co sts .

l b
When anyone holds a p osition where four minor departures from,peak e ffic ie n c y re I t

su it in a lo ss of almost $U00 in U0 minutes, his job is important* I

The a ir t r a f f i c co n tro ller i s d ire c tly on th e f ir in g l in e , but more than he are
involved in the $!j. minute. The engineers and technicians who design and maintain the ■
ground navigational aids, the av iation safety people who se t the minimums and te s t the
(Continued on next page)
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procedures, the policy makers and supervisors who se t the separation standards and
many more are concerned with the $h minute.

Ten years ago, the approach in terv a l in th is same exampled stack would have been
clo ser to 8 or 10 minutes than 3 or U minutes,. Advances in aid s, procedures and
techniques s u ff ic ie n t to lower the landing in terv a l by 5 minutes save $900 in th is
one stack example.

The $1|. minute can be used s t a t i s t i c a l ly to determine the economic difference be
tween two co n tro llers in thousands of d o lla rs , or i t can be parlayed in to b illio n s
on ov erall yearly compilations and comparisons. I f we resp ect the $1* minute, and
assess the industry and the taxpayer as few of them as p o ssib le , then certa in ly we can
respect the resp o n sib ility and value of our own p o sitio n s.

VOLUNTARY PLEDGE PLAN NOTES

The b en eficiary of Mr. Leon Fowler, S a lt Lake C ity , who passed away March 27,
received a to ta l of $7,1*65. Mr. Fowler died at approximately 10;30 a.m. and a check
was in the mail at 2«30 p.m.

During our la s t repayment we lo s t th ir ty members. Twenty five of these were
due to e ith e r resig n ation , reduction in fo rc e , retirem ent or tra n sfe rs out of the
Region. Five dropped v o lu n tarily .

We occasionally get compliments on the working of the Plan (which we ap p reciate).
An in terestin g note accompanied one pledge and was w ritten by the group chairman at
Pescadero, as follow s:

WI ce rta in ly hope th at the unfortunate fa c t that repledges have 
run more or le s s in cycles w ill not lead the fain thearted to
believe th e ir pledge is a poor investment. I f anyone cannot
see the philanthropy of donating $5*00 to the widow of th e ir
fe llow worker; a l i t t l e arithm etic w ill show him that fo r the
past year and a h a lf , he has had $7>500 worth of l i f e insurance
fo r a co st of $1.95 a month. One of the b est bargains I*ve ever
se e n .**

For record keeping, i t is important, very important, to include names of mem
bers. I f anyone i s new to the group, s ta te where h is la s t group was. I f any members
transfer out of your group, in d icate where they went. Some are s t i l l not sending
members* names or pass books. Others come in fin e shape and we appreciate those.

A fu rth er help w ill be to l i s t members a lp h ab etica lly , one under the other. I t ' s
a big help in checking the 1500 cards.
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QUESTION
Qo I was reca lled into the Navy fo r approximately one year. Prior to th a t time I

had served with the Navy during WWII and was employed by the CM in April of
1 Does my m ilitary service during the Korean Police Action, count toward
the necessary time of f i f te e n years to obtain 26 days’ annual leave per year?

A. Yes, i t does*

Q<* SF 50, ’’N o tificatio n of Personnel Action” ind icates that my le g a l residence
is the Sta te of Washington. I have not resided in that State fo r 25 years, and
vote in C alifo rn ia . Does my leg a l residence have any p articu la r sig n ifican ce
in sofar as Department of Commerce records are concerned, and should I take "“"N
steps to have th is changed to C alifornia? What procedure do you suggest?

A« Your le g a l residence has no p articu lar sig n ifican ce insofar as the Department 
of Commerce records are concerned. I t is of sig n ifican ce only to persons ap
pointed to or transferred to ce rta in p osition s in the Washington O ffice of De
partmental Serv ice. I t does not apply to veterans. Any employee who has
changed h is leg a l residence may, i f he d esires , advise LA-90 by memorandum and
the record in his personnel f i l e w ill be changed«

Q. Can anyone now accumulate and carry through the end of the leave year, th ir ty
days’ annual leave? For example, can a man who now has 15 days’ annual leave
accumulated (pre 1953) build up his leave to ta l to th ir ty days and carry i t
through the end of the leave year the same as pre 1953 leave? I f not, when is
the deadline fo r use of current annual leave?

A* An employee who had le s s than 2lj.O hours on January 2, 195U, may now accumulate
up to 2li0 hours of annual leave and keep i t , but any part of th is y e a r’s accrual | J
which would make his carry over more than 2k0 hours at the end of th is leave year
must be used or fo rfe ited « For Example:

Carry over 100 hours 
195U accru al: 160

“ 260
To use or lo s e : 20
Max* carry over 2TfO

The employee who carried over more than 2I4.O hours on January 2, 195U, must reduce
his excess over 2l±0 hours by 6 days a year, in addition to th is y ear’s accru al,
or lo se i t * For example:

Carry over: 1|J0
195U accrual: 160

To use or lose
195H accru al: 160
6 days’excess: UQ 208

Max* carry over: 58£
This i s further explained in A. 0. 169, paragraph I I I F and G.

8“>

(Con’ t next page)
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Q o (a) What was learned by the in v estig ation conducted in May 1953 to evaluate the
relation sh ip between Communications, ARTC and APTC?

(b) Does i t take a f u l l year to evaluate information of th is type and, I f so, why?

(c ) Why haven*t findings of th is in vestigation been released?

A* These questions undoubtedly re fe r to the studies of Position A llocation Standards
fo r Airways Operations S p e c ia lis t position s undertaken by the Washington and Re
gional O ffices in March, 19^3« The in ten t was to obtain data required to re v ise
the p osition a llo ca tio n standards rath er than evaluate the relation sh ip between
the three types of Airways Operations S p e c ia lis t positions«

As the p ro ject was nationwide, there was a tremendous volume of m aterial submitted«
A lso, i t was necess ary to gather fa c tu a l inform ation by auditing of positions« A
team composed of a representative from the Department of Commerce, the CAA Personnel
O ffice and the Airways Operations D ivision made f ie ld in vestigations of positions
at se lected locations^ the Central O ffice of the C iv il Service Commission sent out
a team fo r the same purpose«

We learned on March 16 that a d raft of the f i r s t part of the C la ss ifica tio n
Standards is now being reviewed by the Washington Airways Operations D ivision and
th a t the ta rg e t date of A pril 1 has been s e t fo r submitting the completed d raft
to the C iv il Service Commission«

Qo I t i s understood the S ta te of Colorado recen tly passed a Sta te withholding tax
with the tax to be withheld by employer« Does the Federal Government withhold the
amount of S ta te tax from employees* salary and premium pay?

A« A fter the S ta te passes enabling le g is la t io n , approval must be obtained by the
Sta te from the Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. p rio r to actio n being taken
by the Federal Agency to withhold the ta x . This usually requires from six
months to a year« Affected employees w ill be advised#

The members l is te d below have not received f in a l d istrib u tio n checks because of
incorrect addresses* I t would be appreciated i f anyone knowing the present address of
any of these members w ill contact the CAA Region k Federal Credit Union so th at arrange
ments may be made to send these members funds that are due and payable to them«

f NOTICE TO CAA V II FEDERAL CREDIT UNION MEMBERS

Anderson, Carl E.
BaUqy, Randall
Barton, Jack L«
Danielson, Larry A
D*Arcy, P a tr ic ia E
Darham, Robert S .
Daugaard, William
Dean, Dorothy J*
D il l , Win. Bradford,

Hawley, Donald C.
Hawley, Donna M«

Greene, Ervin N«
G r if f in , C ecil L.
Grover, Marilyn

F ra z ie r , Albert C
Freeman, Mary B«
G i l l i s , Wilson

Dyke, Harold D«

Thorsteinson, Paul S
Wilson, P a tr ic ia A.
Wiseman, Raymond E*

Moe, Rose Marie 
Ryczek, Adam V«

H iH , Waneta L«
Howard, Wanda W*
Kucharski, E thel
McCone, Margaret
McDermott, Donald L«

­

­



  

 

            
             

                
        

               
              

               
                

 

           
                 

                
            
               

              
   

              
          

                
             

               
                 

              

             
             

             
              

     

                
            

           
            

               
          

             
            

   

MEET THE BOSSES

Ed Yuravich

The Chief of the Region*s Air C arrier Branch is year old , never been married,
200 pounder, Ed Yuravich«, Despite the fa c t th a t he was orphaned at age 13 , he has risen
to the rank of f u l l Colonel in the Air Forces and to one of the most responsible
C iv il Service jobs in the Country*s Aviation Safety Program#

Ed started h is employment the hard way. He made use of h is aptitude fo r gadgets
and machines and spent s ix years as an apprentice machinist a t the Navy Yard, Mare
Island , C a lifo rn ia . The yen to f l y an airplane prompted him to jo in the Army Air
Service in October 1920 as an Aviation Cadet. He got h is wings in 1922 at E llin gton
F ie ld , Texas.

Yuravich admits th a t he is probably liv in g on borrowed tim e, as te s t i f ie d by
two in cid en ts. He is the lone survivor of 37 in h is 1920 c la ss with th e Air Force.
Secondly, as a CAA Agent in 1937* he was a member of the orig inal survey f lig h t of
the Pan American Clipper throughout the P acific area. He and two other members of
the survey team stepped o ff the Clipper at Honolulu. The other four members of th is
team were aboard the Clipper on i t s next f l ig h t up from Honolulu when there was an 
explosion k il l in g a l l fo u r.

A fter release from the Air Service in 1922, he spent three years as a p ilo t
with an a ir c r a f t company performing flig h t te s t in g and cross country charter f ly in g .

The CAA beckoned at him in June, 1928. For two years, he was an Airplane and Engine 
Inspector and transferred to the Engineering Inspection Division as a F lig h t Test p ilo t
in 1930. In h is 5*000/ fly in g hours, h is worst accidents have been a couple of times
where a few tree branches got in h is way. So f a r , hefs b a ttin g 100 p ercent, but he
had a couple of f l ig h t te s ts when the percentage figure was hanging in the balance.

He was reca lle d to m ilita ry duty in November 191*2 and assigned to the South
A tlantic Wing of the Air Transport Command. One of his f i r s t major assignments was
to study and p artic ip a te in planning the Air Route from Trinidad to North A frica . This
assignment included the operation and movement of transport and ta c t ic a l a ir c r a f t in ( V
large numbers over the selected route.

He was next assigned as a member of a sp e c ia l mission to develop a ir bases in
the Azores. From November, 19U3, to May, 19UU, he r e c a lls having liv ed under a te n t
wearing three d iffe re n t uniforms, B r it is h , c iv i l ia n , and United S ta te s , and being
exposed to some of the treachery involved in coordinating th is operation. His f in a l
assignment as a Colonel was as A ssistant Chief of S ta f f in charge of operation fo r
the headquarters, Caribbean D ivision , Air Transport Command. In th is assignment,
he developed the ta c t ic a l and transport operation of the A tlantic and South A tlantic
routes in moving ta c t ic a l and transport a ir c r a f t from Europe to the United S ta te s .
(Continued on next page)
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A fter h is return to CAA in 19^6, he was assigned as Chief, F lig h t Operations
Branch in former Region Seven, In 19h99 he was reassigned as Chief, Planning and
Evaluation D ivision, At the time of regional consolidations, he was named as the
Chief, Air C arrier Safety Branch fo r th is Region,

As fo r hobbies, Ed is an avid boatsman, fisherman, and hunter. He s t i l l has
in mind making a world cruise v ia boat. He has been quite active among the C aliforn ia
Masons and cu rren tly is in the AAAMES Shrine Temple in Oakland,

SUGGESTION PROGRAM

Three suggestion cash awards were presented to regional employees daring the month.

The biggest »catch** was landed by Mrs, Sylvia Abbett, Audit Cleric in the Account­
ing Branch of Business Administration, In a sp ecial ceremony, Mr. M arriott presented
a $100 cash award to Mrs, Abbett fo r a time saving idea which she submitted concerning
a Table of Charges and Federal Excise Taxes,

Mr. C. W* Larsen, Deputy Chief, Airways Operations D ivision, represented Mr,
M arriott in making two $25 awards to Supervisory E lectron ic S p e c ia lis ts .

Nicholas R. S c h e ll, SES at Point Reyes, suggested a VOR A uxiliary Rack V entilating
Unit. The idea was adopted on a national b a sis and Mr. Sch e ll was $25 r ic h e r .

Roy V. Nielson, SES at Tonopah, Nevada, received h is award check fo r an idea which
he submitted concerning a change in the in stru ction s on the Administrative Manual
Transmittal Sheet issued by the Washington O ffice , Neilson sta tes th a t i t looked
a whole lo t e a s ie r fo r a Clerk in the Washington O ffice to make the changes without
requiring a l l holders of the Administrative Manual to make them in the f ie ld . Why
not have one person do a job completely, rather than have 500 do i t in splashes?
The Washington O ffice adopted the idea and Nielson made $25,

I f you have an idea on how to improve the CAA’ s operations, take fiv e minutes
and write i t down. The proper form now being used is ACA-2333. Write i t up and
tf^mit i t to your supervisor fo r his evaluation, and on to the Board fo r consideration.

THE RIGHT TO FAIL

’’Give your people the rig h t to f a i l . We cannot expect our people to take ag­
gressive actio n based on th e ir best judgment i f they do not fuJJLy understand and
believe that they do have the rig h t to f a i l . We expect our people to maintain a good
batting average, but we must re a liz e th a t i f we are going to encourage them to take
the healthy cuts at the b a l l th a t produce game winning h it s , we must give them the
right to str ik e o u t.” Anonymous
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DIVISION HI-LITES

General Safety D ivision:

P ilo t designee a c tiv ity showed a d e fin ite seasonal increase in spite of poor weather
fo r fly in g * An upward trend is apparent in f l ig h t tra in in g , only a small portion of
which is veteran business* A su bstan tia l increase is reported, both in the number
and in the a c tiv ity of fly in g clubs* Both used and new a ir c r a f t sa le s are reported
as good* Glider a c tiv ity in general has been slow, probably larg e ly due to weather
conditions* A erial applicator work appears well underway* Routine work appears current*

The Montana P ilo ts* A ssociation conducted an a ir tour from k il l in g s , Montana, to
Tamuin, Mexico and return* There were seventeen a ir c ra f t in the tour* P ilo t experience
varied from f i f t y to several thousand hours* On the f i r s t day, the f l ig h t encountered
one of the y e a r 's worst dust storms south of Denver, with the re s u lt th at airplanes
were scattered a l l over Texas* Agent John Doster, who accompanied the f l ig h t , highly
commends the Communication personnel at Pueblo, Colorado, and D alhart, Texas fo r
assistance in regrouping the f l ig h t* Agent Doster t e l l s us they experienced every
kind of weather imaginable dust storms, snow storms, very low c e ilin g s , poor v is i
b i l i t y , extreme winds and even sk irted tornados, but they a l l got back safely *

OAgent Al W itter b r ie f ly reports th at the Idaho Air Tour to Mexico of eighteen
planes, carrying f i f t y persons was uneventful, and th a t ths p ilo ts gained confidence
and valuable experience.

The Grand Junction D is tr ic t O ffice has in stig ated a program fo r the in s ta lla t io n
of windsocks a t a l l major uranium mining str ip s* The Atomic Energy Commission has a l
lo tte d $100 toward the program and mining companies are contributing* I t i s hoped to
equip ten f ie ld s by the end of June.

S ta tio n KEXJ TV is scheduled to s ta r t the f i r s t te le v is in g in the Grand Junction
area on May 1 , 193>lu One and one half hours of a four hour dedicatory program w ill be
devoted to aviation* A ll segments of aviation at the lo ca l a irp o rt are cooperating in
providing the s ta tio n with a weekly liv e TV program on the various phases of aviation *

Agent Harold L* Grandy talked to the Wyoming Flying Farmers a t a luncheon during
th e ir convention a t Cheyenne on March 20. As the CAA a ir c r a f t with s t a l l demonstra
tio n equipment was a t Cheyenne during the convention, Agent Grandy had the opportun v /
i t y of fly in g with a number of the fly in g farmers in the a ir c r a f t .

The Oakland D is tr ic t O ffice has a plan to encourage owners of large executive
type a ir c r a f t to have th e ir p ilo ts take six month instrument competency checks* This
program not only improves sa fe ty in f l ig h t but also q u a lifie s these p ilo ts fo r lower
instrument minimums.

The Portland D is tr ic t O ffice has in it ia te d actio n through the Oregon S ta te Board 
of Aeronautics to keep a ir markers current, adjacent to abandoned a irp o rts . These
a ir markers have directed several inexperienced p ilo ts to abandoned airp orts with
an accident as the resu lt* (Continued on next page)
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In Denver, Colorado, on March 16, the curtain came down on the te le v is io n program
of the Denver D is tr ic t O ffice , These TV shows were conducted weekly fo r a period of
nine months. Station KB TV donated the time. The personnel of the d is tr ic t o ff ice
furnished m aterial, ta len t and guests, through the wholehearted cooperation of «11
aviation in te re s ts in the City and S ta te , During the course of these programs, they
had among the guests, Governor Dan Thornton, Mayor Quigg Newton of Denver, General
Sprague of the Air Force, General M offett of the Air National Guard, Captain Stahl
of the Navy, Dick Petty of United Air Lines, Ted Haneter of Continental Air Lines,
Ray Wilson of Frontier A irlin es, as well as outstanding fixed base operators, a e r ia l
applicators, and fly in g farmers.

I t i s estimated Station KB TV gave $30,000 worth of te lev isio n time. Agents
Goddard and Reynolds should be very proud of the fin e contribution they have made to
aviation in th e ir area through these many te le v is io n shows. Much has been accom
plished educationally towards safety in f l ig h t . Relations with the industry have been
greatly improved.

Agent Jacobson of the Yakima D is tr ic t O ffice reports that he and Agent Allen
participated in a recorded interview with an announcer from Radio Station KOMW, Omak,
J^ h in g to n , ^his program is heard each Sunday and is sponsored by a lo c a l fix ed base
^Pbrator to inform that area regarding in terestin g aviation developments and lo ca l
aviation news. An outline of the Aviation Safety Agents* work was presented.

Agent Princen of the Se a ttle D is tr ic t O ffice reports that Agent Phelps has in i
tia ted a f l ig h t in stru ctor standardization program fo r the purpose of standardizing
f lig h t in stru ction and the premotion of safety in in stru ction methods. The meetings
are lim ited to a sma l l attendance, preferably not more than ten , in order to cover
the indiv idual's problems and questions in the time a llo tte d . They are usually held
at night. The desire is to contact the holiday and Sunday instru ctors rather than
those who are currently activ e . Agent Phelps has prepared a private p ilo t f l ig h t
te s t guide fo r the in stru ctors and p ilo t applicants, which should a s s is t toward b etter
prepared and standardized applicants.

Agent LeFevre of the Ontario D is tr ic t O ffice t e l l s us th a t th e ir lo ca l CAA
station tower has instigated a "P ilo t of the Month" program. The word appears to be
getting around the d is tr ic t and p ilo ts are making an e ffo rt toward becoming the p ilo t

.ected. This program should be very b en efic ia l toward accident prevention.

Agent Jacobson of Yakima D is tr ic t O ffice reports that Central A ircraft of Yakima
will again send a ir c r a f t to New Brunswick, Canada th is season fo r fo re s t spray work.

Agent Doak of Phoenix D is tr ic t O ffice reports there is a greater in sect in fe sta
tion in Arizona th is year than la s t season, th at the cotton acreage is being reduced,
that the farmers are picking sm aller, more f e r t i l e fieLds, and th at they w ill probably
take b e tte r care of th e ir crops than usual. He fe e ls th at p ilo ts may become eager
and handle more small f ie ld s from which the fatigue and hazard elements w ill be
greater. Agent Doak also advises they are already receiving many complaints from
irate c itiz e n s against a e r ia l applicator p ilo ts , which indicates need fo r emphasis 
on a good neighbor p olicy , (Continued' on next page)
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Agent Allen of Portland D is tr ic t O ffice advises th a t Kreitzberg Aviation and
Farm A ir, both of Salem, Oregon, were awarded a jo in t contract for the Oregon State
Spruce Budworm P ro je ct.

Agent W itter reports that the Johnson Flying Service of Missoula, Montana, was
the su ccessfu l bidder to spray 90*000 to 110,000 acres of Idaho fo re s ts fo r Pine 
B u tterfly Control. A sim ilar contract was awarded B all R alston of H illsboro , Oregon, 
fo r 60,000 to 80,000 acres.

Agent Waage reports that the Sacramento City Police held a rab b it hunt on the
Municipal Airport in an attempt to diminish the rab b it population. The rab b its had
become a serious hazard to a ir c r a f t . Two hundred and f i f t y rabbits b i t the dust,
but not a policeman was losto Ih is i s rem iniscent of the sp ecia l season on deer a t
the B ill in g s , Montana Airport la s t year.

Twenty three more or le s s formal safety meetings were held during March, with
four hundred and twenty s ix in attendance. I t is considered th at the many individual
contacts made by the agents during which good p ractice i s discussed, make a very large
contribution to our accident prevention program. Agent W itter advises they have a 
program of personal discussion of safe operations with every one of th e ir a e r ia l appl/*\|
cator p ilo ts . In addition, they prepared and mailed a le t t e r of good p ractice to a l lV
of th e ir a e r ia l applicator operators and p ilo ts .

The Phoenix O ffice reports a duster operator is modifying a Piper PA 12 by in s ta l
ling lower wings and a Warner l 6£ hp engine. The trend toward making biplanes of
various models of Pipers and increasing horsepower for dusters and sprayers i s increasing

Agent Outcen of our Ontario O ffice has been very activ e in presenting ta lk s on
maintenance p ra ctice s and procedures to mechanic groups in h is d is t r ic t . On one occa
sion , he conducted a f u l l inspection of an a ir c r a f t following major rep airs with a 
c la ss of 15 mechanics at a junior co lleg e, explaining a l l phases of the insp ection .
These a c t iv it ie s do a lo t to improve sa fe ty and ra ise maintenance standards.

Home built a ir c r a f t a c t iv it ie s are picking up. Our S e a ttle o ff ic e reports one on
new design Continental IjO hp biplane completed and fly in g , with a second of sim ilar
configuration using a Continental 65 hp engine being b u ilt by a brother of the designer
of the f i r s t . This has brought a frien d ly competition between the two brothers to
see who could produce the b est home b u ilt a ir c r a f t . The S e a ttle o ff ice reports several
p ro jec ts in the development stage.

Our Denver o ff ic e reports a home built a ir c r a f t of a rath er ra d ica l design called
the »fly ing saddlehorse" with the p ilo t s it t in g astride a cen tra l seat arrangement,
and with handle bars such as used on b icy cle s and m otorcycles. The contro ls are a l l
contained in the handle bar system, including th ro ttle co n tro l, the same as fo r motor
cy c les . I t i s a low wing, tr ic y c le geared, fabric covered , sprayer a ir c r a f t , with spray
tanks in the wings.

The Bonneville Power Administration made extensive m odifications to the Franklin
engine in th e ir B e ll Model h elicop ter to reduce compression, reduce spark advance, 
and permit use of 80/87 octane fu e l, read ily av a ilab le , instead of 91/96 which i s hard
to get in some p laces, and also to reduce spark plug tro u b les . These m odifications were
in accordance with air cooled engine company in stru ctio n s . (Continued on next page)
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Agent Smith of the Boise o ff ic e conducted a mechanic's safety meeting which was
attended by 18 mechanics. Mechanics' re s p o n s ib ilit ie s in fly in g safety were stressed
at th is meeting, which appeared to be very su ccessfu l.

Agent Darling of our Albuquerque o ff ic e is conducting monthly preventive mainte
nance and good p re flig h t inspection courses, mainly fo r C iv il Air Patrol*

One in d u str ia l operator in the Cheyenne d is tr ic t has covered his a ir c r a f t with
fib e rg la ss c lo th , using a ir c r a f t dope instead of res in cement fo r attachment, and
i t is reported that th is makes a much tougher and durable covering. The re s u lts w ill
be watched with in te re s t*

. Agent Moran of Helena and Agent Vandewark of B illin g s p articip ated in a i^ day
a ir c r a f t welding and sa fe ty conference a t the University of Montana A gricultural College
Bozeman® This was an expansion of the 2 day conference held la s t year. Attendance
th is year was hampered by extreme winter weather which p a r t ia lly cu rtailed the la s t
year meeting, and future plans are being made to hold the next one in the early f a l l
to avoid th is interference«

The Johnson Flying Serv ice , one of the oldest and best operations in the Helena
m s t r i c t , recen tly suffered a serious lo ss by f ir e which destroyed nine a ir c r a f t and
a large portion of th e ir shops. This operator has long been engaged in Forest Service
smoke-jumping and fir e f ig h tin g operations, using Ford tri m otors and other older
models of a ircra ft«

A ircraft Engineering Division

Propeller sh aft v ib ratio n te s ts on lero ca r Model 1 s t i l l have not been conducted,
Progress on th is a ir c r a f t is extremely slow because of lack of funds, Tentative plans
are to conduct the sh a ft te s ts within the next month, I t i s expected that a Type In
spection Authorization can be issued shortly a fte r completion of the v ibration t e s t s .

. A ircra ft Engineering Foundation m odification p ro jec t on the C urtiss C-I4Ó
a ir c ra f t i s continuing. Some tech n ica l data covering powerplant in s ta lla t io n changes
nave been reviewed* however, a considerable amount have not yet been submitted. A
^jfee month extension was granted by the CAB in the compliance date fo r th is model
^ r c r a f t . Indications are th a t an additional extension w ill be required.

The C all A ircra ft Company is considering the development of an ag ricu ltu ra l ver
sion of th e ir Model A l* a ir c ra f t , Preliminary indications are that th is new model
w ill be submitted fo r c e r t i f ic a t io n under CAR Part 8,

Technical data pertaining to the Central Lamson Model L 101 a ir c r a f t are being
evaluated. The o rig in a l plans of th is Company to begin f l ig h t te s ts fo r type cer
t if ic a t io n th is Spring apparently were overly o p tim istic .

Consolidated Vultee are engaged in a "clean up11 program on th e ir Model 3140
airplane. Mr. B, 0* Howard is in charge of th is program and the actual changes to
he a ir c r a f t have been made by Lear. Several rev ision s to powerplant d e ta il and the

aerodynamics of the airplane have been accomplished. The e ffe c ts of these changes
are presently being evaluated at San Diego. A fter the e f fe c ts of each change have been
measured, i t is understood Convair w ill decide which m odifications w ill be made a v a il
a le fo r 3I4O a ir c r a f t . Once th is decision has been reached® tech n ical data w ill be
submitted fo r evaluation and approval by CAA, Preliminary evaluations already have
oeen made by engineering personnel from th is D ivision, (Continued on next page)

15«

- -

- -

­
-

-

-

­

-

­
~ 

— -
­

-

-



            
              

             
       

              
            

  

            
            

              

           
              
            

           
        

            
            

          
    

           
            

            
            

             
              

           
              

       

           
             

             
              

             
       

             
          

      

          
           

             
           

               
              

             
   

Investigation of the wreckage of the Model 2k0 airplane which crashed on Feb
ruary 26 near Wright, looming, has fa ile d to reveal any d efin ite cause fo r th is
accident, A CAB hearing is scheduled to be held in Denver during the next month. 
Engineering representation has been requested a t th is hearing.

A CAB hearing on the Model 3h0 accident near Midland, Texas, on March 16 is
scheduled during the next month and engineering representation a t th is hearing also
has been requested.

The engine endurance run on the Covair modified P ratt and Whitney 1830 engine
has been completed, The tear down inspection revealed th a t the te s t parts were in
excellen t condition at the conclusion of the t e s t . The t e s t report now i s being pre
pared.

Numerous revisions to Douglas Model DC 7 a ir c r a f t are being evaluated, A new
VHF NAV flu sh antenna in s ta lla t io n in the v e r t ic a l f in was f l ig h t tested in the UAL
version of th is model. Preliminary evaluation f l ig h t te s ts of the ’’saddle tanks” are
being conducted. F lig h t te s ts on a modified fla p configuration have been temporarily
interrupted by an engine fa ilu re on the te s t airplane.

Several revised configurations of DC 6, DC 6a, and DC 6B a ir c r a f t also are unde:r|*s|
way. These revisions include an APS U2 radar in s ta lla t io n in B ran iff a ir c r a f t , a
combined passenger cargo configuration fo r Pan American, and a convertible passenger
cargo configuration fo r Flying T ig e rs S lick .

S ta t ic te s ts on the fuselage of the F le tch er Model FU 2lj. have been conducted}
however, questionable featu res regarding the t e s t loads and te s t procedures have not
yet been resolved. The manufacturer estim ates that the prototype FU 2I4. airplane w ill
f ly in approximately 2 months. Mr. Carpenter representing the New Zealand C iv il Avia
tio n Branch, Air Department, has returned to New Zealand, Arrangements have been made
to keep h is government advised of progress on th is p ro je c t. The present plan is fo r
F letch er to conduct preliminary f lig h t te s t evaluations of the prototype airplane be
fo re shipping i t to New Zealand. CAA f lig h t te s ts fo r type c e r t if ic a t io n are scheduled
to be conducted on a subsequent production airplane.

The Herrmann Engine Company has resumed development te s ts on i t s model X 375>
engine. Recently they have completed 20 hours a t ta k e o ff power and 30 hours at
cruising power with 3 v ariation s of p iston configurations. The engine has been tornfj^/
down and inspected a fte r each 10 hours of operation. To date, the new configurations
appear to be sa tis fa c to ry . Additional te s ts are scheduled to be conducted before th is
engine again is presented fo r CAA type c e r t if ic a t io n .

F lig h t te s ts have been completed on the in s ta lla t io n of a Lear L 5 autopilot in
a Navy R7V-1 airp lan e. These f l ig h t te s ts substantiated the L 5 in s ta lla t io n fo r Lock­
heed Models 10i*9* lOltfB, 10i#C, and 10U9D.

Frequent contacts have occurred with Lear personnel regarding the development of
th e ir prototype f,L earstarn airplane which i s a modified Lockheed Model 18. The com
pany expects to begin th e ir f l ig h t te s ts in approximately two weeks. Very few technical
data have been submitted fo r evaluation to date* Lear’ s proposed m odifications include
the in s ta lla t io n of Wright C9HE se ries engines at llj.75 bp each and an increase in
gross weight to 22,500 lb s . These two rev ision s are beyond the coverage of Special Regu
la tio n 398. Draft Release 5^ 3 presently is being circu la ted within the industry fo r
(Continued on next page)
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comment regarding changes such as these« This Draft Release would require complete
compliance with CAR lib fo r the ,,L earstarn« Structural compliance with Part lib would
be quite d if f ic u l t , therefore Lear is hopeful that Draft Release 5^ 3 w ill not become
law« This o ff ice presently is preparing a proposal which would permit structural
compliance with CAR Ua and powerplant and f lig h t t e s t compliance with CAR lib fo r the
'•Learstar**. Final authority fo r a decision in th is matter re s ts with CAB«

Numerous minor revisions to Lockheed Model 10l$ series (Constellation) a ir c ra f t
are being evaluated* Several of these are applicable to the Model 10l$B airplane now
being constructed fo r use by President Eisenhower«

Review of the Lockheed Model 121$ basic loads report is continuing« Several
controversial items are under discussion with Lockheed personnel« Present indications
are that the prototype turbo prop airplane may be ready to begin Company flig h t te s ts
about the middle of June.

Conformity inspections are continuing on the Weejet Model 880 a ir c r a f t . The
present ten tative plan c a lls fo r release of the prototype a ir c ra f t to f l ig h t te s t in
approximately 8 months. Engineering data are being prepared fo r transm ittal to the CAA«

Carrier Safety D ivision;

Agent Robert S. Beckley of the Miami Air Carrier D is tr ic t O ffice , Actii^ Agent
in-Charge of National A irlin es, v is ite d LA 287 to fa m ilia rize himself with Los Angeles
Airways* helicopter operation. National A irlines has one S 55 helicopter in passenger
operation at the present time.

The merger between Continental Air Lines and Pioneer Air Lines is reported to
have been approved by both company stockholders. Continental Air Lines and United Air
Lines have requested th at the Seattle T u lsa interchange be discontinued at le a s t u n til
this F a ll*

The e ffe c t of the dust storms in the South is now becoming noticeable on Conti
nental Air Lines engines by increased o i l consumption, as was expected* On several
occasions, o i l changes have been made at in terv als of le s s than ten hours in an a t
tempt to reduce the wear«
f t

The North American Combine have had th e ir Operations Sp ecifications and Manuals
revised to include Japan and Puerto Rico, contemplating tr ip s to these areas in the
near future« Other necessary arrangements are being made as to emergency equipment 
and radio fo r over water f l ig h ts . The Puerto Rico f lig h ts are to be d irect from La
Guardia to San Juan. The f lig h ts to Japan are to be with four p ilo ts and two navigators
via Central P acific to Tokyo.

This ca rrie r has received the Flight Manuals on the Douglas DC6b and are now work
ing on th e ir ground school syllabus. They expect to receive th is f i r s t DC6B the la s t
part of th is year. Renewal of a l l Operating c e r t if ic a te s held by North American are
being processed and necessary inspections are now under way. A system-wide inspection,
maintenance wise, was completed during the past th ir ty days, which included v is i t s to
Chicago, New York, and Miami. (Continued on next page)
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During the period March 16 to March 26* S lick Airways* In c .* conducted a DC6
training program fo r p ilo ts* co p ilo ts * f l ig h t engineers* and supervisory personnel
pf the Flying Tiger Line* Inc. The school was attended by Agents Fydell* Barber and
Rider and the tra in in g program was monitored in both the f l ig h t and ground school phases
Several suggestions have been made to the company with respect to improving the ground
school* p a rticu la rly in regard to presentation of su b jects to the c la ss and the scope
of the su b jects presented. I t was suggested th a t p ilo t and f l ig h t engineer tra in in g
be conducted in separate c la sse s . The qu ality of the f l ig h t tra in in g is considered
more than adequate.

On March 9* 195U* the Flying Tiger Line* In c .* received their* f i r s t DC6A from
the Douglas A ircra ft Company fo r use in th e ir operations. The a ir c ra f t w ill be used
to carry fre ig h t dom estically and can be read ily converted to carry 101 passengers fo r
in tern ation al or domestic ch arter .

The Flying Tiger L in e S lick merger in teg ratio n is progressing. Consolidation of
maintenance sta tio n f a c i l i t i e s has been accomplished at San Francisco* Chicago* and
Idlewild as follow s; The Flying Tiger Lines has moved most of th e ir equipment and
personnel from Midway F ie ld * Chicago to 0»Hare F ie ld . S lic k equipment and personnel
have moved from Idlewild Airport to Newark* In both cases* operations are o f f i c ia l ly ^
conducted separately under the same ro o f.

Great Lakes has applied fo r off airw ays* d irect night VFR* f l ig h ts from Otto,
New Mexico* to Kansas City* Missouri* u t i l iz in g the VOR radio to estab lish th e ir posi
tio n . An Agent w ill make the proving f l ig h t th is week* weather perm itting. This ca r
r ie r is also negotiating fo r another DCiu

The Supervising Agent* S e a ttle * attended a meeting at Portland* Oregon caLled
by the Superintendent of Airports fo r the Port of Portland. Representatives of the
Air Transport Association* Air Line P ilo ts Association* and CAA were in attendance.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss and coordinate t r a f f i c patterns at Portland
In tern ation al Airport in order to ease complaints arising out of low fly in g a ir c r a f t
over congested areas. I t was also agreed that a l l c a rr ie rs would cooperate in not
using Runway 20 except when winds were of such a v e lo city th a t i t s use was necessary.
A ll those in attendance expressed complete understanding of the problon* and a w illing
ness to. cooperate.

F lig h t checking of the Airport Surveillance Radar procedures fo r the S e a tt le
Tacoma Airport has been completed and the procedures have been submitted to the indus
try fo r comment. When a ll procedures have been approved* i t w ill permit instrument
approaches to a l l runways. This has been im practicable with any f a c i l i t i e s other than
radar because of the high te r ra in in th e v ic in ity of the a irp o rt.

The major communications a c t iv it ie s fo r the month centered around Alaska A irlin es.
Since the inauguration of the ARINC service at S e a ttle * fa r greater HF coverage by
the S e a ttle S ta tio n has been estab lish ed . Thirty day te s ts were conducted by Alaska
A irlin es f l ig h ts and i t was established th at re lia b le enroute communications over Comax
and Port Harcfy could be maintained using S e a ttle ARINC and CAA Annette. (Continued
on next page)
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Resort Air l in e s experienced an engine fa ilu re and f i r e on th e ir cU6 a ir c ra f t
N1663M, on March 26. The airplane had arrived at the McChord Air Force Base, Tacoma,
Washington with a load of 0AM passengers* The passengers were discharged and at lli20
the plane took o ff on a fe rry f l ig h t to Boeing F ie ld , Sea ttle * Shortly a fte r take
off the crew noticed a roughness on the righ t engine, followed by a f i r e warning sig n a l.
Flames were v is ib le from th e co ck p it. Emergency engine shutdown procedure was executed
and one CO2 bank was discharged which put out the f i r e . The second bank of COg was' 
discharged in to the rig h t engine as a precautionary measure and the f l ig h t returned to
Tacoma,

Westair Transport had an engine fa i lu r e on th e ir C urtiss C-I46 N12U6N on March 3 cat
El Paso, Texas when the engine froze on ta k e o ff. During takeo ff at about 100 to l£0
fe e t a ltitu d e the captain f e l t a sudden ja r and lo ss of power. When the captain tr ie d
to fea th er the rig h t p ro p eller, he discovered i t was m issing. The a ir c r a f t accelerated
to 130 IAS and ¿Limbed to 600 fe e t ) an emergency was declared and a safe single engine
landing was made. Investigation disclosed the propeller had sheared o ff the prop eller
shaft ju s t forward cf the rear cone through sp lin e . I t apparently went under the n acelle
and wing since fiv e s l ic e s sim ilar to louvers, about 18 inches long and U or 5 inches
apart were made in the rig h t engine cowling bottom segment assem bly,. The fa ile d engine

j^is shipped to West Coast A ircra ft Sales and Serv ice, Boeing F ie ld , S e a ttle fo r
^ardown inspection which was witnessed by Air C arrier Maintenance Agents of th is
o ff ic e , among others. I t i s believed the engine fa ilu re was the resu lt of master rod
bearing fa i lu r e .

Northwest A irlines lo s t a ta ilp ip e from one of th e ir DCU a ir c r a f t in f l ig h t .
The exhaust ta ilp ip e struck the residence of a farmer governor of the S ta te of Washing
ton, damaging the front door. The lo ca l Northwest A irlines people advise the lo ss of
the ta ilp ip e was caused by a b o lt fa ilu re as the brackets were in ta c t and no d if f ic u lty
was experienced with the in s ta lla t io n of the ta ilp ip e .

Northwest A irlin es plan to use DC6 ’ s on th e ir Seattie Anchorage Tokyo runs com
mencing A pril 1 s t ,

C alifo rn ia Eastern Airways acquired two Douglas C 5U a ir c r a f t on lease from Air
C arrier Services who in turn purchased them from Air I t a l i a , These two a ir c r a f t bring
CEA*s f l e e t to a to ta l of six which are presently operating on the Korean Air L i f t .

K a c il i t ie s D ivision ;

Tucson, Arizona: Dismantling and re lo ca tio n SRA* Field surveys are underway fo r
th is p ro jec t and i t is planned to esta b lish two Fan Markers asso
ciated with the Tucson VOR. Survey under d irectio n of Norman Byg, 
C iv il Engineer.

VOR'S

Oceanside, C a lif . Tfe have been v erbally advised that the Marine Corps w ill approve
s ite se lected fo r the range on th e ir property which has already
been flig h t teste d . A formal le t t e r of approval is expected d aily .

Los Angeles, C a lif , Plans have been prepared fo r grading of the s i t e , preparatory fo r
f l ig h t te s tin g ,

(Continued on next page) 1 9- -
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Los Gatos, C a lif ,

Moore ro ft , Vftroming

Williams, C a lif ,

Malad C ity , Idaho

Los Alamitosj Cal«
(Long Beach)

Fillm ore, C a lif ,

Klamath F a lls , Ore,

Malad C ity , Idaho

DME

Klamath F a lls , Ore,

Bozeman, Montana

Casper, Wyoming

Thermal, C a lif ,

Akron, Colorado

ILS:

Los Angeles, C a lif ,

Albuquerque, N,M,

(Continued on next

(Relocation of San Jose) Plans fo r grading th is s ite in prepara
tio n fo r f l ig h t checking have been made.

Proposal fo r dismantling of th is s i t e has been prepared, opening
date of bids i s se t fo r May iu

A proposal has been prepared and issued. Opening date of bids i s
May 6,

A proposal has been prepared and issued, covering construction of
an access road to the s i t e . Opening date of bids May 10,
Commissioning of th is f a c i l i t y is s t i l l being delayed because of 
operating procedures and u n til a crew can be made available to
make the f in a l f l ig h t check,
Notice to Proceed with the contract work was issued April £ , En
gineer in charge is James E. Crenshaw,
This f a c i l i t y has a new four loop antenna array in s ta lla t io n , the
f i r s t in the region. F lig h t check fo r th is f a c i l i t y was s a t is
fa c to ry and was commissioned on April 23 , The in s ta lla t io n crew 
consisted of Emmett M0 Whitney, E lectron ic Communications In s ta l la ^
tio n Supervisor and assisted by Robert D. Crookshank, E lectron ic H
Technician,
The VORW f a c i l i t y was converted to VOR and commissioned on April 21,

In s ta lla tio n and commissioning were concurrent with the VOR, In
s ta l la t io n crew consisted of E* M, Whitney and Robert D# Crookshank,

In s ta lla t io n completed li/20 by ’’Mike” Domitrovich, E lectron ic En
gineer and Glenn D, Shoop, E lectron ic Technician,
In s ta lla tio n was started on April 22 by Mike Domitrovich and
Glenn Shoop,
In s ta lla tio n completed A pril 13 by Charles S , Daggy and assisted
by J , M. Shukal,
Wiring corrections and tune up sta rted March 31 by E lectro n ic Engineer
W, A. Martyn.

i A standard design fo r lo c a liz e r screen has been sta rted and i t i s
expected th at construction work w ill be carried on by fo rc e account
and te s ts started sometime during the month of May,
Considerable d if f ic u lty has been experienced in obtaining a s a t is
facto ry f l ig h t check fo r the Glide Slope at th is lo ca tio n . Exten
sive grading has been accomplished in front of the equipment build
ing and additional f l ig h t checks are underway. This te s tin g has
been under the supervision of George K ie ffe r , EE, and David N,
Hegland, General Mechanic,
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Medfordj Oro» This ins t a l l at>ion is estimated fo r completion early in May by
in s ta lla t io n crew Paul E. Watkins and James A. Cole, E lectronics
Engineers and D. H. Hafner, Electronic Technician.

Yakima, Wash. I t i s estimated that th is in s ta lla tio n w ill be completed about
the middle of May. In sta lla tio n crew consist of EE Donald L.
Olson, S . R. G ilbertson, R. E. Jobe and ET C. 0* Olson*

S e a ttle , Wash. New monitor system on th is f a c i l i t y was completed on April 19
by EE S. R. Gilbertson and ET C. 0 . Olson.

S a lt Lake City Survey: fo r the "MM" was completed and the construction drawings
fin ish ed .

Grand Junction, ColoThe proposal fo r the relocation of the Glide Path was completed.
Cheyenne, Vfyoming Coordination was effected with National Guard, our Washington Of

fice, and the City of Cheyenne re la tiv e to the relocation of the
US and dismantling of the Neon Light Lane dqe to M ilitary runway
extension at Cheyenne. An estim ate was prepared fo r s i t e testing
and relocating the Glide Path F a c il ity .

TOWERSesper, Vfyoming Plans fo r in s ta lla tio n of the equipment have been corqpleted.

TOWACS:

Colorado Springs

Pueblo, Colorado

Pendleton, Oregon

Plans fo r the in s ta lla tio n of the equipment have been completed
and arrangements have been made to s ta r t in s ta lla tio n about May 10.
In sta lla tio n plans have been completed and in sta lla tio n crew ar
rived on April 9 and started woik. Crew is comprised of Paul 
G. A llee, E lectron ic Communications In sta lla tio n Supervisor and
Darol A. Freator and Richard L. Preator, E lectronic Technicians.
In s ta lla tio n work i s expected to be completed by May 20. In s ta lla
tio n crew con sists of Robert T* Payne and Boyd E. Preece, Electronics
Engineers*

INSACS:

^ ik s v i l l e , Utah

Thermal, C a lif .

Blythe, C a lif .
Columbus, New Mex*

Daggett, CaLif.

Gila Bend, Ariz.
Spokane, Wash.

Modernization and additional cooling system in sta lled by Frank
E. Bettmer, Construction Supervisor.
Improvements in the a ir conditioning are in progress. Work being
accomplished by lo ca l personnel*
Plans fo r a dual console in s ta lla tio n have been started .
Dual console in s ta lla tio n was completed April 6, by Paul G. A llee,
Darol A. Preator and Richard L. Preator.
Minor modernization was completed April 17 by Fred M. McCauley and
S • Rosenfeld, Eie ctronic Technicians «
Minor modernization was started on April 20 by McCauley and Rosenfeld.
Minor modernization was started on March 31 by H. S . Pyle, EE.

(Continued on next page)
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vhf/df

Second se rie s of evaluation readings are being tácen a t an
increased antenna height on top of the Control Tower*

Los Angeles

QFACS;

San Francisco/ OFACS consolidation communications estab lished between San Fran
S e a ttle cisco and Anchorage on A pril 20« In s ta lla t io n was in charge of

M. E. Zeigner, E lectron ic Engineer, Ben F« Lobnow, E lectron ic
Engineer, E« L« Pardee, E lectronic Communication In s ta lla t io n
Supervisor, and E lectron ic Technicians U* Larsen and R* Lopez*

Intermediate Landing F ie ld s :

B a ttle Mountain, Contract work fo r the rep airs of paving has been started under
Lovelock and the supervision of Resident Engineer N. C« Seewald«
Winnemucca, Nevada

M iscellaneousz

Züni, New Mexico 

Colorado Springs

Belmont, C alif«

Evans Creek, Ore«

Malad C ity, Idaho
VHF Link

Relocation of liv in g quarters building was accomplished by Resi
dent Engineer D. A« Domaskin«
Construction of a new antenna fo r the nHw f a c i l i t y was accomplished
under the supervision of James E. Crenshaw, C iv il Engineer and the
in s ta lla t io n work was done by EE W« A« Martyn,
Fan Marker« In s ta lla t io n of e le c tro n ic modulator and power supply
w ill be completed early in May by EE Ben F« Lcibnow and E lectro n ic
Technician R* Lopez« This work was delayed due to the necessity
of having the crew work on the San Francisco QFACS consolidation«
Fan Marker« In s ta lla t io n work was started A pril and i t i s ex
pected to be f l ig h t checked before the end of the month« In s ta lla
tio n crew con sists of EE James A* Cole and General Mechanic lÆLlliam
Lo Pedri«

In s ta lla t io n was completed on April 23 a f te r working out several
engineering problems involving equipment operation and re sp lic in g A
of con tro l cables« Engineering problems were worked out by Tom
H all, cable sp licin g ty Construction Superintendent Erb, and
in s ta lla t io n crew consisted of James A« Carr, and Boyd E« Preece,
EE and Glenn D« Shoop, E lectronic Technician«

Conelrad In s ta lla A ll conelrad in s ta lla tio n s have been postponed pending engineering
^ ons in v estig ation of inadequate performance of the equipment«

UHF
PHASE IV A
Oakland, C aliforn ia Completed in s ta lla t io n at Oakland INSAC by E le ctro n ic Engineers

John C o Rathjen and B« V« M iller and Electron ic Technician 0« F« Betzi
Albuquerque, NoM* Completed in s ta lla t io n work at Albuquerque INSAC and Center by

E lectron ic Technician James A. C o llie r and James L« Pace«
Klamath F a l ls , Ore« In s ta lla tio n work completed at Klamath F a lls by EE John Co Rathjen

and B. V. M iller and E lectron ics Technician 0« F« Betz«

(Continued on next page) 22
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S a lt Lake City

Se attle/B oeing
F ie ld S e a ttle

In s ta lla t io n work was started a t S a lt Lake City Tower and Insac
by E lectro n ic Technicians Janies A. C o llier and Janies L* Face«,
In s ta lla t io n work on Seattle/Boeing Field Tower is being conducted
by 0* M© Heikkola and Paul L© Newport, E lectron ic Technicians and
E. R© Marsden General Mechanic©

PHASE V
Cheyenne, Wyoming TOWAC in s ta lla t io n continued as a jo in t p ro ject under supervision

# of 0* 0* McIntosh, E lectron ic Technician©
Colorado Springs E lectro n ics engineering completed and to be in s ta lle d as a jo in t

p ro jec t with Wayne A© Brown, E lectron ic Technician representing
UHF© This work to be concurrent with EANF with the relocation of
the TOWAC.

Burbank, C aLif© In s ta lla t io n was continued as a jo in t p ro jec t for re lo ca tio n .

Airports D ivision ;

^ D e p u t y Regional Adm inistrator, the Acting Chief, Airports D ivision, and the
C l e f , Air C arrier Operations Branch attended a conference at B il l in g s , Montana, at which
development of the master plan f or the B illin g s Municipal Airport was discussed with

V T Aviation Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, th e City Airport Commission, other
City o f f i c ia l s , and rep resentatives of industry. Among the proposed improvements is
construction of a new instrument runway.

D is tr ic t Airport Engineers assembled in the Regional O ffice fo r the purpose of
compiling a l i s t of Class U and larger airp orts at which improvements w ill be considered
il the Congress approves a continuation of the Federal aid Airport Program.

In the in te re s t of providing the public with b e tte r serv ice and in order to avoid
extensive tra v e l, the San Francisco Airport D is tr ic t O ffice w ill be relocated in the
Regional O ffice on May 1 . Approximately 75% of the present and estimated future work
load of th is D is tr ic t O ffice is generated in the cen tra l and southern section s of the
b ate . The move was accelerated by the n ecessity of giving up the space now occupied
at San F ran cisco . ^

Airways Operations D iv ision ;

. LA 381, acted as Chairman, nEw Planning sub committee, which worked
up i n i t i a l suggested plan and discussed with Regional F a c i l i t ie s Clearance Committee©
ihe proposals w ill be discussed with industry groups©

S e a ttle and San Francisco OFACS combined San Francisco April 20. Changeover was
accomplished with approximately two hours delay; otherwise, without incident. Many
details and problems remain to be solved. But lo r , LA 381, devoting f u l l time and atten
lon to m atter. S e a ttle Times clipping A pril 22 regarding change is esp ecia lly in te r e s t

g m view newspaper*s former a ttitu d e* Clipping makes favorable report©

u. f̂tnR?P°rtS ke radio in terferen ce from Mexican ground sta tio n s furnished
JHJOO fo r review. Condition has improved since U. S. Mexico City conference, but in
terference continues along border and at some inland points©
(Continued on next page)
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Tentative VOR frequency assignments fo r proposed new f a c i l i t i e s were checked
fo r geographical and frequency separation and report furnished Washington, together
with commissioning date and geographical coordinates where data available*

Frequency se lec tio n s fo r two i;002 experimental radio beacons fo r Ft* Huachuca, 
Ariry in s ta lla tio n s were prepared and recommended Washington. These are in addition to
four other radio beacons in the 200 lfL5 kc band to be operated by Army th ere .

CAA guard in tern ation al d is tre ss frequency 8361; kc discontinued S e a ttle April l£ *
Coast Guard arranging assume guard May 1«

Mr. Kusrow, LA 381, conducted f i r s t seven day t r a f f ic survey San Jo se . T ra ffic
as observed meets minimum c r i t e r ia fo r control tower.

Review of rev ersa l Geiger F ield ILS, as previously recommended in d icates rev ersa l
to runway 20 ju s t i f ie d .

Schedule of p rio r ity fo r Ceilometer equipment in s ta lla t io n s prepared and submitted
Weather Bureau Regional O ffice .

Survey of altim eter and d ire ct reading wind equipment requirements a t sta tio n s
being conducted. L is t in order of p r io r ity w ill be submitted to LA-330 upon completi^K

Completed stucfy of s ta tio n air/ground console requirements and submitted recommend
ations to LA 330.

Survey is being made of teletyp e Service nAw and n0 n Weather Bureau drops connected
to CAA c irc u its and w ill be reported as required by ¥ 380 .

Forty three land lin e orders processed A pril.

Conversion of a l l Service nBn telety p e c ir c u its to 75 wpm completed A p ril.

Completed arrangements with f a t h e r Bureau Regional O ffices concerned fo r CAA
to assume eight hours weather observations d aily at Red B lu ff , P resco tt, Roswell, and
Sheridan during May. Agreement was made between CAA and Weather Bureau at Washington
le v e l. None of these station s now make observations.

Account AOD f a c i l i t i e s p osition freeze designed to accommodate prospective RIF,
several sta tio n s have sta ffin g below th a t s u ff ic ie n t to permit taking of leave* There
fo re , necessary delay schedules u n til adequate sta ffin g a v a ila b le .

Deputy Division Chief and Deputy C hief, Personnel Branch, v is ite d f a c i l i t i e s in
Northern C alifo m ia and a l l in Nevada, except Las Vegas, A pril 12 to 21, in c lu s iv e .

Most frequent suggestion was that Regional O ffice should keep f a c i l i t i e s b e tte r
informed regarding planning, p a rticu la r ly as i t a ffe c ts discontinuance of any f a c i l i t y ,
however in d e fin ite . A ll f a c i l i t i e s were pleased to confer with LA 90 representative
on a v a rie ty of personnel problems. The rep resen tativ e , Mr. R iley , is also Regional
Security O ffice r , and firsth an d observations prove valuable in connection with dis
cussions of secu rity now under way.

* * *
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Longevity Pay Increases;

I v J VSince there have been so inqu iries on longevity pay in creases, p a r tia lly proiroted
I by the question and answer on page 8 of la s t month's issue of the News, we thought i t proner
I to give more d e ta il on the »why«* ,

♦ As you know, there are two conditions fo r thems

^ Person must have been in his present position (or in the present grade or higher
I grades) fo r a t le a s t 10 years® I f an employee has been promoted in his same job where the
I M ie s a*1** responsi b i l i t i e s have not changed® he i s regarded to s t i l l be in the same position
I and such service m the lower grade may be counted toward meeting the ten year service re
I quirement® (G S ll 's and above are not e lig ib le fo r longevity increases)®

2® A person must have been at the top step of his present grade fo r at le a s t three
■ years. For GS 10»s and below, there are seven pay step s, the basic step plus six®

I min ^ brought out in la s t month’s issu e , the up grading of Communicat ors in the early
I 7d0»s and the Air T ra ffic Controller jobs in 19k9 were "re grades" and service before the
I r®“£ra<*e cou^ n° t be counted toward the 10 year requirement® Many people have wondered
I raiy®^ The principal question is whether the duties had changed m aterially from the duties
■ previously graded® I t was determined by CAA. and the Department that there had been a gradual
I j y a t e r i a l change in the duties® The demands of the M ilitary and Aeronautical Services j
■ tyng the war brought about a changed concept of the service which the A ircraft Communi
■ ca or was to render the fly ing publ i e o By the same token, the growth of Commercial Avia
■ Uon, the advancement of a ir c r a f t , p articu larly the speed fa c to r , made the problem of con
■ rolling t r a f f ic much more d ifficu lt® Add a l l of i t up and you have a different and more ccmj

■ On appeals, veterans and non veterans have, fo r the most p art, the same right of appeal
■ ion such matters as red uction in force , performance ra tin g s , retirem ent, and grievances)®
■d , . ers® actions, however, such as separations, removals, suspensions over 30 days, re
■at0 !1!?13? ^n. rank or pay, the veteran status employee must receive w ritten advance notice
i ieas^ th ir ty days prior to the proposed e ffe c tiv e date' as well as the rig h t <£ d irect
■ appeal to the Commission. The Commission can, at that point, reverse the agency's decision
I a tv,̂ r +.0?1 Procect ira^ c** woral grounds. The non veteran does not share the same right in th a t
■mi • advance notice need not n ecessarily be given and can only appeal to the Com
■the adv Sr °nnds, i . e . , has the agency followed the rig h t nrocedure in taking

pXex j cb »
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machinery as w ell as giving the non veteran the same appeal rig h ts as the veteran .

The b i l l to expand and lib e r a liz e the Incentive Awards Program is now reported
out of the House and over to the Senate.

P* A f * , I

Of la t e , we note that the employee turnover s ta t is t ic s in Region Four have slackened
o ff considerably. Apparently th is i s a general condition throughout the Federal Serv ice . I

The Retirement Committee, headed by Mr. H. E l l io t t Kaplan, has now couple ted i t s
study and is making i t s f in a l w ritten report to the Administration. I t is understood that
th is Committee has made many recommendations on retirem ent matters in which CAA personnel
w ill be in tereste d .

CD 88*s :

Some persons have been wondering about the use which we are now making of Form CD-88
(P osition Review and C e r tif ic a tio n ) . In 1953* i t was CAA’ s p o licy to have each person
check over h is job sheet and c e r t i f y th at i t was accurate or to make any pertinent changes 
where i t was not complete and accurate. In lig h t of the current C la ss ifica tio n Survey,
the agency has changed i t s requirement to have a CD-88 on each person. Instead, the
form now is only to be used as i t was le g a lly intended fo r those new jobs or jobs whĵ fc\
have been up graded since the Korean emergency started in September, 1950.

In jury Compensation Act;

We have been requested to c la r i fy the meaning of Paragraph III C of Administrative
Order No. 172 re la tin g to coverage of the Injury Compensation Act under unusual conditions.

S p e c if ic a lly , an EDS wants to know whether or not a Technician who provides h is own
transportation to the storage point of secto r v eh icles and then picks up his Government
truck and proceeds from the storage point to the point of duty is covered by the Act i f per
sonal in ju ry occurs enroute.

The Technician in th is case would be covered by the Act from the time he picks up his
o f f ic ia l Government truck , i f during a normal tour of duty. I f , on the other hand, he
were ca lled out at night outside of h is normal hours of duty to rep air a f a c i l i t y or an
outage, he would be considered in the performance of duty from the time th at he l e f t IfyL, 
home in sofar as coverage under the Compensation Act is concerned. The fa c ts in the ca^JP
however, must c le a r ly show that the employee was proceeding by the usual and most d irect
normal route of tra v e l. Deviations from normal routes of tra v e l must be explained.

There are many other unusual circumstances where the Injury Compensation Act might
apply. For example, an employee leaves his home in his own car to proceed to his post of 
duty, but performs o f f i c ia l duty enroute such as picking up the m ail, or necessary Sup
p lie s from a vendor. I f the fa c ts in th is instance c le a r ly indicated th at th is was an as
signed duty of the employee or required of him by reason of his employment, an in ju ry occur*
ring a fte r pickup should be handled under the compensation Act and permit the Bureau of
Employees Compensation to rule on i t .

Another instance might be where an employee leaves his o ff ic e or s ta tio n , but had
not l e f t the premises where the o ff ic e or s ta tio n was located assuming that thqy were
operated or controlled by the Government. For example, i f an employee were leaving the
Regional O ffice , but were struck by a car while s t i l l on the premises, the Act would
apply i f the fa c ts c le a r ly indicated no fa u lt on the p art of the employee. (Continued
on next page) 2^
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Another in te re s tin g fa c t about coverage under the Compensation Act is i t s appli
cation in the case of an employee who is traveling on o f f i c ia l business. The Employees 
Compensation Appeals Board in 1950 handed down a decision on th is p articu lar point.
The case involved an Internal Revenue employee who was ordered from Pittsburg to his
New York O ffice on o f f i c i a l business. At 7:15 p.m. a fte r dinner one evening, the employee
was struck and injured by an automobile while returning to his h o te l. He was f i r s t
denied compensation on the grounds that h is in ju ry wasn«t sustained in the performance
of duty. The Appeals Board upheld the eirployee and ordered the compensation paid. The
Board held th a t, «an employee on a sp ecia l mission fo r his employer remains in the course
of his employment, not only during his actu al work time, but in respect to a l l normal 
incidents of his t r ip ”.

The safe thing fo r any employee to do when an in jury occurs that might be in te r
preted as being in the course of duty is to f i l e a Pom CA 1 immediately or have one
file d on h is beh alf by some other person, and 1 st the Compensation Bureau decide the
merits of the case.

Retirement:

A rev isio n of the pamphlet !,Your Retirement System“ is available a t the Govern
Printing O ffice* Employees desiring individual copies may order from Superinten
of Documents, Government Printing O ffice , Washington 25, D. C. Price is 15#.

SUGGESTION CONTEST

The Washington O ffice has announced a Suggestion Contest in which cash p riz e s,
in addition to suggestion awards, w ill be given fo r the three b est suggestions adopted
during A p ril, May and June, 195U©

This i s an all departm ent contest and a l l Department of Commerce employees are
e lig ib le . F ir s t prize w ill warrant a $75 award, second prize $50, and th ird prize $25.

This is your opportunity to re a lly ca p ita liz e on any ideas. Remember, there is no
such thing as a small saving. Put th a t thinking cap oni

^ # # * # s# * *

We have received word that D. J . Wilson, who re tire d recen tly from the position of
Executive A ssistant in Honolulu, is now liv in g in Palo A lto, C alifo rn ia .

know Dan would enjoy hearing from his many frien d s in the Region. His address
is 739 Su tter S tr e e t , Palo A lto.
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Hobbs, New Mexico;

INSACs The Hobbs INSACS is located on the Lea County Airport in southeastern
New Mexico in the high plains area ca lled r,Llano Estacado0. From Lea County 
comes about 90% of the o i l produced in New Mexico» Located w ithin the fabulous
Permian basin are some nine re fin e r ie s and gasoline p lan ts , four carbon black
p lan ts , and miles of pipe lin e s from innumerable active f ie ld s in the county. The
airp ort was started as a county p ro ject in 1?1*7 and is now as complete a one as A )
can be found between E l Paso and F t . Worth. ^

The INSACS was opened in 19U8 and three of the o rig in a l seven people as
signed the f a c i l i t y remain here. In f a c t , only one person here has been here le s s
than three years and a l l own th e ir homes so i t mustn*t be too bad a p lace.

Some s ix miles from Lea County airp ort i s the former Hobbs AAF which is
operated by the City of Hobbs. The Air Force uses th is f ie ld constantly fo r tra in
ing operations with B 25*s from Reese AFB at Lubbock, but the f ie ld is in no way
re s tr ic te d from c iv il ia n use. There are two activ e a ir c r a f t operators a t th is
a irp o rt, now o f f ic ia l ly known as r,Air Base City airp o rt “a

Aviation a c tiv ity i s at a high lev e l in our area due to o i l , co tten and
c a tt le in d u stries . Many major o i l companies operate in the Hobbs area and execu
tiv e f l ig h ts bring airplanes from a l l over the country. Charter and student tra in
ing is another type of f l ig h t a c tiv ity . In d u stria l fly in g i s rather intense
during the summer months when cotten and other crops require dusting and spraying™

Recently, there were two o i l well f i r e s , one e n tire ly of gas, the other
burning gas and throwing o i l a lso , that a ttracted much a tte n tio n and news item s.
P ilo ts of such enroute a ir c ra f t as American A irlin es DC 6fs several times ca lled
our f a c i l i t y while passing through to obtain d e fin ite inform ation about these
gas f i r e s which could be seen fo r many m iles. The p ilo ts wanted to explain them
to th e ir passengers on the airp lan efs PA system.

For many years, the sta tio n has cooperated with the Hobbs Municipal school
system to' arrange fo r v is i t s at the a iip o rt fo r the school ch ildren . Classes
are conducted through the f a c i l i t y and operations and equipment explained to
the children in a general way.

Because I^a County and Hobbs take much pride in th e ir a irp o rt, i t s runways,
medium and high in te n sity runway lig h ts , parking area, and steak house (which,
in cid en ta lly is as good as any restaurant in the southwest), we have exceptionally
good public rela tion s a t our f a c i l i t y . [(Continued on next page)
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Oux* f a c i l i t y has recorded numerous instances where, through knowledge of
anticipated weather conditions and knowledge cf the «lay of the land«, we have been
of service to airmen in emergencies or in d istress . The following quotation i s from
a report of non routine services to airmen submitted recently which i s a good example
of th is type of service« »The p ilo t called to advise that he Was not certa in of his
position while on a flig h t from Midland, Texas, to Boswell, N. M. The blowing dust
and sand east of Hobbs re s tr ic te d v is ib i l i ty while surface winds, with v e lo c itie s
near 50 mph, were an added hazard. The p ilo t advised the Hobbs sp e c ia lis t that he 
was fly ing a bearing on the Hobbs VOR, but th at the a ir was too rough to permit much
tuning to obtain other stations to get cross bearings. Position was ten tativ ely
established by visual check points re la tiv e to the rad ia l. Continuous communication 
was maintained with the p ilo t over a period of some twenty minutes and the p ilo t was
guided to the airport by confirming land marks sighted through the dust and sand.
A safe landing was made a t Lea county airport».

SES? Greetings I from E63. The best (in our opinion) Electronic Sector in New
Mexico. Standard f a c i l i t i e s , conveniently located on good roads.

I f the »fringe» b en efits one reads of in the news, m aterialize , Hobbs should have
^prosperous F I 1555 we*re in a frin g e area of the S ta te , Region, te le v is io n , hunt
IPS and fish in g areas, so c ia l and p o lit ic a l development. Boom growth a c tiv ity con­
tinues due to o i l and irrig a ted farming. However, ranchers have been hard h it by a
prolonged drought.

The Regional Administrator and most Branch and Division Chiefs, have found and
visited us* They report a good impression. They should know th e ir v is its and admin
istra tiv e actions have made th is Sector happy to be included in the LA Region.

Wind storms bring lowered temperatures which cut off buildirg v e n tila to r motors.
Dust and sand r o l l in through exhaust openings. The dust carries high s ta t ic charges__
shocks are received from gates and car door handles a wire coat hangar will give off
a spark audible and v is ib le in daylight. U nfflterable fin e dust c o lle c ts on a l l
positive leads, term inals, in su la to rs, meters. I t *11 be in terestin g to see what
effect i t has on DME distributed constants and high voltage elements* Also, the
answer to howto get i t out without fu rth er disturbance of distributed values. Planning
on trying a ir gun following so ft b r is t le brush.

Our winds do considerable damage, but there are compensations with motor trouble
one opens the truck doors and s a ils into town; cyclones are dumped well down into Texas
before they can get organized and go to work$ our farms have wonderful top s o i l master
mxed from the b est out of Colorado, Arizona, Kansas, Oklahoma and only slig h tly le s s
fe r tile due to Texas d ir t .

Belmont, C aliforn ia :

SESt The OFACŜ Transmitter Unit is l/3 of the KSF overseas QFACS, the other 2/3*s
are the control sta tio n located at the San Francisco International Airport in South
San Francisco, and the OFACS Receiving F a c il ity , located about ten miles south of Pes
cadero overlooking the P acific Ocean. Each unit i s an in teg ral part of the entire KSF
fa c ility and one unit would be helpless without the other two. Each unit has a sp ecific
(Continued on next page)
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function to perform. The transm itter f a c i l i t i e s * sp e c ific functions and operations
w ill be b r ie fly described as follow s;

The main transm itter building is situ ated almost in the center of a 225 acre an
tenna plot* Branching from this building, in a l l d irections, are nuraberous transmis*
sion lin e s , feeding 31 antenna arrays* Some of the arrays are single v e r tic a ls , both
Marconi and Hertz, and other arrays are of multi frequency type, wherein two or more
frequencies can be fed into a single antenna from d ifferent transm itters simultaneously.
This increases the number of antenna which are available* These antennae are directed
on some very unusual locations* Here are a few directions which our antenna are
oriented on Honolulu, New Zealand, Manila, Guam, Alaska, New Orleans, plus many
omni directional antennae.

During our tenure of duty, we have covered many a irla n es , we have directed signals
to , besides the names lis te d in the above paragraph, China, Russia, South America; and
New York and to other lo ca le s , life change orientation by u tiliz in g back-wave from a
Rhombic. We have guarded a irc ra f t in f l ig h t from A ustralia , over San Francisco to the
plane*s destination in New York, without losing contact*

We have power. Our transm itters vary in power from 250 watts to 25,000 watts*
Some of the transm itters are fed into certa in antennae which have high gain and have A
d irectio n al featu res. Dfe can place a sig n al to almost any location in the world.
As a matter of f a c t , one of our headaches is called Multipath, th is phenomenon is creat
ing our own signal interference* I t takes a signal l/7 second to go around the earth
and th is causes pips to show up on local monitoring scopes.

A routine p ro ject is in progress at the present time. The D is tr ic t EDS requested
on the Seattle San Francisco consolidation, that Belmont be ready to transmit on a
new c irc u it between San Francisco and Anchorage by April 15, 195U. That simple re
quest en ta ils many problems to be solvedj however, the sta tio n sp e c ia lis ts worked
out the entire m odification, lis te d the sequence that the work was to be done, and by
target date, Belmont was ready. Some of the things that had to be taken into considera
tion and accomplished were; calcu late and obtain 15 sp ecia lly cut c ry s ta ls , rearrange
control racks to accommodate additional frequency s h if t ex citers and power supplies\
have antenna system reoriented on Alaska (th is was worked out by Engineering Branch,
and work done by th e ir in s ta lla tio n force)$ rewiring in new circu itry fo r th is addi­
tio n a l multiplex c ircu it (m ultiplex, as we use i t , i s a It channel rad io te le type circwtej\)
re s ilv e r a l l PA (hi power transm itter)tank c o ils , shorting bars, and switches so that ™
highest e ffic ien cy can be maintained when the f a c i l i t i e s consolidate.

* * » * * * * ' * #

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR*S COLUMN (Continued from page 3 ) ?

FLASH!!! We have ju s t learned that we have been authorized some 17 additional
con tro ller positions in the Centers effec tiv e July 1* We w ill also be asked to provide
con tro llers fo r the Seattle McChord Air Force RAFCON. We do not know the exact number
y e t, but together, these two developments w ill provide more than enough positions to
absorb a l l con tro llers and communicators who might otherwise have been separated.
We w ill shortly be selectin g communicators fo r co n tro ller tra in in g .

■S’
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