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MORE FLEX-FANS 

The National Highway Traffic Safety .\dmin­
i:,tration ( XIIT.S.\) recently initiatNl another 
sai'ety defect investigation involving flexible blacle. 
c•111.6ne eooling fans (flex-fans). 

The investigation involves approximately :W0,000 
flex-fans manufactured since Hl73 by Kool Klutch 
~Ianufacturing Co. of Fort "'ort:h, Texas, a cliYi­
:,ion of Eaglemotive Industries, Inc. The XIIT~.\. 
is investigating reports of l1reaking fan blades 
which could rPFmlt in personal injury arnl vehiclt> 
cla111age. These flex-fans are sohl in the automotive 
parts after-market under the hraml names Kool 
Flex and Imperial. The ~IIT~A is aware of 13 
rcport.s of fle.x-fan breakage, three involving 
injuries. 

.\.gain, we urge our participants to re1llain alert 
for the failure of any flex-fan, ancl to rrport such 
failures to the PRP immediately. 

RUSTING CONTROL ARMS 

.\KROX "\YIIEEL .\LIG~JlEXT, .\kron. Ohio. 
fonrn.rcled to the Parts Return Progrn111 some 
npper and lower front. control arms from a Hl77 
Ford Pinto with 37.872 miles. The 11pper control 
arm pictnl'ed here is rust<'d through at th<' lnu,hing 
loeation. The contl'ol arm bushings an' partially 
clet<'l"iorated and the bnll joint is frozen. The lcmt>1· 
control a11J1 ,nls rnstecl through at. the spring 11101111t. 

The rusting \\"HS clisro,·c•recl dltring a front c>ll(l 
alignment inspection. Performance of the ,·chicle 
ha(l not he<'n impaired. The shop LeliHes that the 
c01-rosion may haYe been (lue to vehicle c-ontaet with 
sonw sort of aei<lie material fro111 an external so1t1-rt>. 
Xo othrr Pintos han developed this prolilern. ac ­
cording to thP shop. although they ha\'e s<>en ;:imilar 
<·otTosion on 19(i7-6H Fonl .\Iustnng ,·<>hi<"lc>s. 

Olll· thanks to .\KHOX "\\'JIEEL .\LH,X.\CEXT 
for sulnnitting this infom1ntio11. If any PHP par­
til'ipanls notP similar rnst prohl!'ll1:--. plPn:--P :--PJHl 11,-, 
t lw pa rt. ca II lts eollcct. or drop 11s a not P on t lw 
(·on Yen ient l n l'orn1at ion Report Form. 

l'ppf>r Control Arm 
1977 Ford !'into 

PROPOSED STANDARIZATION OF 
VEHICLE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

.\Iot.or vehicle iclenti tieation " ·ill l,p strengthened 
and standa rclizcd 1tnder a ,ww proposa 1 announ(·etl 
on January lf\, 1H78. by thr F.~. Dt>pnrt111t>nt of 
Trnnsportation. 

The action arises frolll a proposa 1 hy t lw X ational 
Highway Trnflic Safety .\dministration (XJI'r~.\) 
to amended Federal ~Iotor Yehicle Safety ~tand­
anl Xo. lHi, to specify the structure ancl rlleaning 
of numerals and letters used in a 111otor vehiele\ 
\ 'ehide Identification ~urnher (\'IX). 

·'This is a n~r.v important proposal." said ~IITS.\ 
.\(lministrator ,Joan (']aybrook in a JW\\'s releas<' 
on ,January Hi, 197H. •• It. will Le of grrat n1111e in 
('Ombating auto theft an<l corulueting pflicif'nt ;,,afoty 
r·pcall ca111pai1--'11s ancl for acl'iclt>nt inl"e:--tigation 
l"('S('Hl'Ch."' 

Currently. the standard rc><p1in's only that a \'T~ 
be 011 passt>ngcr rars. l>e 1111iq1t<' to a particular 



manufacturer in any 10 year perio<l, and he loeate<l BURNT DISTRIBUTOR 
so that it. is readable from ontsicl<• the \·rhirle. The 
proposed amendment woulcl requirr 111t111ufacturHs 
to provide a VIN that woul<l uniquely identify each 
motor vehicle, without duplication, for a 30 year 
period. The new VIX would contain 16 characters 
plus a check digit. For passenger cars, the YI\'. 
\Youkl identify the manufacturer, lllake and ela:--s 
of the vehicle, model, line, series, ho<ly type, enginr 
type, gross vehicle weight, rating, trans1nis:--ion typr. 
restraint system type, ancl the year of rnanufaeture. 
Similar information would he rrqnired for YTXs 
on trucks, trailers, nrnlt.ipnrpose vrliicles ancl motor­
cycles. 

Beyond its value in the recovery of stolen vehicles. 
the VI~ is important to state motor VPhicle a<lmin­
istrators, the International _\.ssoeiation of A11to 
Theft Investigators, U.S. Treasury agents, ancl 
numerous other local, state, and intemational Ja,Y 
enforcement agencies. 

The proposal has an effective <late of ,January 1. 
1980 for passenger cars arnl Septrmber 1, H>81 for 
all other vehicles. Interested persons are invited to 
submit their views on the proposal by adclressing 
comments to the Docket Section. Xational IIiglnYay 
Traffic ~afety Administration, Room 5108. -l-00 
Seventh St., S.W., "\Yashington, D.C. 20590. The 
closing date for comments is .\.pril 17, 1978. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

• The ~cw ,Jersey .\11tomobile Dealers .\ ssociation 
(:N".TAD.\.) has recently pointed out to domestic 
car manufacturers that clealers in the state a1·<• 
covere<l by Xew .fersey\ warranty reilllhurst•­
ment law, effectin .:\Iay, 1!)77. Thr law requin•s 
t.he same reimbursement ;,;eale for warranty 1\·ork 
as is normally 11secl for non-wananty work. 
X,L\.D.\ argnes that cleulers continue to rc•c·Pil'<' 
reimbursement for 1\·:t1Tant,v \\'Ork that is •· 1111 i­
laterally and arbitrarily cletern1ined'' liy 11ia1111-
facturers. The X,J.\.D.\ has indicated that s11l'h 
rein1hursement lrns tlw ptfed of penalizing clc·ale l's 
and ultimately consumers. 

• Lin<lenlmsch Lincoln-.:\Iereury in ~t. Louis. :\Iis­
souri. rnlle<l our attention to a binding ac\'elerntor 
cable in a H>77 .:\Iere11ry )[onan·h with a \·ehi<'l<' 
mileage of 8,+!il. The eal1le had reported!~· been 
1nisroute<l. 

• The City of Tallaltassre. Florida, has fonvanlP<l 
two sterring pitman ar111s to us which we1·e 1,oth 
remOl'C\l from rn77 Dodµ:r .:\loml\'o vehielPs. TIH' 
ball joints in ea<'h an• PXtre111<•ly loose. whi<'h 
rq>0rteclly resnlk<l in excessive steering- play. 

The BALTIMORE COUNTY CENTRAL 
GARAGE, Towson, Maryla.nd, has sent us the dis­
tributor from a 1975 Chenolet nm equipped with 
elcetronic ignition. The photograph sho,vs the 

distributor cap and ignition coil. .\ceonling to the 
lllaintenanee department at Baltimore County, the 
center of t.he rotor bume<l a hole in t.hr distributor 
l'ap and the hot.tom of the coil. The vnn ha<l :17.n:ri 
miles on it. 

:-,pecial thanks to BALTIMORE C'OUNTY for 
being t.he first, fleet to contribute information to the 
nrwly expanclell PRP, I£ any of onr other par­
ticipants rncounter problems in the electronic igni­
tion systems of General Motors Yl'hiclrs, please for-

1rnnl the information to us. 

Distrihutor ( 'ap and Ignition Coil 
( J<J!Pdronk lg-nition) 
1!)7fi ClwvrolPt \' an 

lJALTil\IOHB C'Ol'.Yf'¥ CE~TRAL OAHA(m 

TELEPHONE CALLS 

If you want. to report veltiele/ co111t)(>IH'llt 
faihu·rs, arn in neell of a<lditional s11pp lit's, 
e.g.. mailuags, tags. or inforrnation n'port 
fonus. have any questions, or \Yotil<l likt• to 
pass on comments, please Call Collect: (70:-~) 
527---1500. Our staff. Hrnce Be<klow, Guy 
"\Yhillclon. tt11<l .Jlartin Lowrr,v. will hr happy 
to assist. 1Yt• an• on Eastern Ti111e and an' 
available .:\londny thro11gh Fri<lay fro111 H ::IO 
a.Ill. to r, ::-w p.lll. 

If you have a cont ril>utiou or s11gg('stion for 
the PRP 1\'eu•-~ , please send it. to tliP Part s 
Return Progrnlll, C' / o Kappa S_vstP111s. lnc., 
L'iOl "\Vilson Boulentrd, .\.rlin1-,rton. Yirginia 
:n2on. 
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RECALLS 

• Approximately 2.000 Plymouth fl ori.2011 ancl 
Dodge Omni 1!)78 mocle] nhic]e,; arc heing rt>­
called for replacement of leaky f w?l tanks 
damaged during assembly. 

In a recent consunwr achosory. ,Joan Claybrook, 
Administrator of tlw Xational Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (~HTS.\), saicl "thi,; re­
call is the result of action wr initiated after 
receiving a report. on .January 20 of fuel tank 
leakage from. the Insmance Institute for High­
way ~afoty. The IIII~ had purchased two new 
Ilorizon vehicles for a kst program and, "·hen 
tilling the fuel tanks, significant fuel leakagr 
was noted.'' .\n investigation deterniine<l that 
leakage was caused by a power-drin:--n ,;taple that 
had been dri,·en through the floor pan to s('cure 
the carpet nnder the rear seat cushion. These 
staples had punctured the tank ancl allO\w<l 
leakage. 

On ,January 20, the NHTSA notified the C'hrysler 
Corp. of the. problem an<l urged i1111nrcliat<' recaJl 
action. Upon inve:=:;tigation. the manufact11ru 
i-cported that the staple causing the probl<'11l was 
used as an unauthorized assembly aid at one 
C'hryslH assembly plant. They agr<'ecl to recall 
the vehicles for fuel tank replacement. 

• l\Iore than 7--1-,000 of the !9'72 and 1.97-3 1'01.Jota. 
Oeliro. vehicles arc being recalled for" replllrPmPnf 
of the pos8enger rompartment !irater hose. 

In a recent consumer advisory..Toan Claybrook. 
NI-ITS.\ .\.clministrator, said "this recall is the 
result of agency action on reports of three hratPr 
hose failnres in which hot eoolant was sprayecl 
on the ll'gs of the clrfrers. "\Ye realize that heater 
hoses do wear out and need periodic replacement. 
However, these particular hoses failed without 
prior wa ming due to internal damage. Such 
sudden failure. couple<l with the spraying of hot 
liquid on the driver's legs, conl<l l'Psnlt in pos­
sible loss of vehicle control." 
Toyota l\fotor Sales. U.S.,\ .. Inc., say,; the prob­
lem inYolYes the formed inlet !water hose which 
is locate<l in the passenger cornpartrnent. During 
the installation of the heater ho:=,e to the h<'ater 
water vah·<'. the end of the ,rnter vah·e pipr i,; 
connected to the curved po1iion of the hose. If 
a. sharp edge exists, the insiclr o-f the hose can lie 
scuffecl. short<'ning its sen-ic<' life. Recall cor­
rection will i1wolve replac<'ment. of cnrncl hoses 
with improved, straight hoses and removal of 
any sharp l'flges on the water pipes. Rl'f111i red 
parts a re heing onlerecl from .Japan and should 

be available in early l\Iarch, at which time owners 
will be notified. 

• ~fore than 118,000 Honda m,0torcycles are being 
recalled to correct a safety defect that roulrl im­
pafr braking in wet weather. 

Honda is recalling 1975-1978 models C'B7:i0F and 
GL 1000 cycles built with rear disc brake,;. The 
XHTSA has been investigating repo1is of wrt 
weather brake malfunctions in the,;e motorcyclrs 
since .\pril Hl77, and had received 72 owner com­
plaints and reports 0£ 11 injuries. The problem 
is described as a temporary reduction in r<'ar 
brake effectiveness in rainy weather. .\!thou gh 
normal braking efficiency resumes after a brief 
time, operators tend to increa$e pressure on thr 
brakes when there is no initial re. ponse. .\ s nor­
mal braking returns, this increased brake pressurr 
may exceed the available tire traction and cause 
rear wheel lock-up and a potential loss of control. 
Under the recall, Honda will replace the origina 1 
equipment- rear brake pads with new pads of an 
improved design. The company Mid it will hr 
sending letters to O\Yners in rnid-:\Iarch explain ­
ing the recall campaign, and instructing them to 
contact Honda motorcycle dealers to obtain tlw 
replac<'ment rear brake pads. 

NATIONAL PARTS RETURN PROGRAM 
Description and Function 
• The PRP involves the voluntary submittal of 

failed automotive components an<l information h_y 
participatini;r members. The program is open to 
independent rrpair shops. new car llealers. irnlr­
pendent. pa1is su ppli<'rs. and fleet operators. In ­
formation anrl/ or failed parts are s11bn1ittecl to a 
reprrsentativr (Kappa ~ystems, Inc.) of tlw 
Xational Highway Traffic ~afet:v .\<!mini stration 
(~HTS.\). 

• The purpose of the PRP is to gather information 
a.nd components to help the XHTS.\ identify the 
existence of safety- r<'lated deft>cts in the pedon11-
ance. construction, components. or mate1·ia ls of 
motor rehicles and motor ,·<'hicle equipment. 
Under the a.nthority of the Xational Traffic and 
l\fotor Yehicle Safet.y .\ ct of Hl66. a,; amended. 
the XHTS.\. can require manufacturers to conduet 
safety clefect reca11 and remecly campaigns. wlwn 
it has been determined that a defect relating to 
motor whicle safety <'xists. 

• Thr information ohtainNI is al:;;o ,·aluahlr in pre­
paring FedHal motor whicle safety stamlarc!R. 

• Yon can help. The componentc:; and information 
that you send in will ~ri,·e ,·ital information that 
cannot be obtained in any other way. 

3 



OUTSTANDING PARTIC'IPANTS 

Our outstond 1ng porhc tponls ore those !hot hove sent to the PRP 01 least one component 

or i tem of mformot1on during the current month The number ,n parentheses before 

a portic1pont 5 name 1dent fies the number of consecutive monrhs the parhc1pont hos 

sent In components and 1nformot1on. New members who hove just become act ive In 

the PRP for th •s year {July 1977 to June 1978} ore 1dent1fied w th on osler1sk before 

their name . This month 13 members become new act ve port c·pon!s and four hove 

sent In componenls or 1nfo1mo1 on In consecut ve months We need more act ive par
REGION S 

tic l p□ nts . Please make your con1r1bul 1on toward highway 1raff1c safety today 
• AUTO TRAAC 

St. Anthony, MN REGION 4 

AKRON WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

SERVICE 

DAVE McMILLEN S AUTO REPAIR 
Akron, OH 

Duluth , MN KORZUN & CORLETTE S GARAGE 
REGION 0 

17) HARRY S AUTO SERVICE 

Great Barring1on MA 

REGION I 

12) BUD JONES SERVICE 

Delmor , f\!Y 

• RITE-WAY GARAGE 

Horrisbvrg , PA 

VINS MOTOR SERVICE CORPORATION 

Brooklyn, NY 

REGION 2 

17) AUTO BRAKE CORPORATION 

Norfolk. VA 

• BALTIMORE COUNTY CENTRAL GARAGE 

Tows.on MD 

SAFETY CENTER 

Gulfport , MS 
LINDENBUSCH LINCOLN MERCURY 

CITY OF TALLAHASSEE
S1. Lou is. MO 

Toltohossee FL 
NATURAi BRIDGE AlJTO PARTS 

HAGAN SERVICE CENTER
St . Lov 1s. MO 

Go -nesville. Fl 

TERRELL S GARAGE 

Macon , GA 

DOLLAR HNT -A CAR 

Sioux City , IA 

IMPORT MACHINE 

Kewaunee . WI 

REGION 9 

CHUCK & WAYNE S GARAGE 

Eug"nl! , OR 

REGION 9A 

DUANE S TUNE-UP CLINIC 

Manteca. CA 

TOM PITRE AUTO MECHANICS 

Los AltoJ CA 

Evclid , OH 

REGION 3 

REGION 6 
171 BIG BRAKE 
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