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BRAKE MASTER CYLINDER SURVEY 
The ~ational Highway Traffic Safety ~\.dminis­

tration (NHT~A) is currently conaucting a survey 
of hyclraulic brake master cylinders nationwide. 
The sul"vey involves the pmchase an<l testing of +00 
master cylinders which arn representative of the 
products currently available. The nnits purehasecl 
will include original <-'q11ipment, new aftennal'krt, 
and rebuilt mast('!" cylinders. ~\. majority of the 
units will inrnlve the rebuilt C'omponenb,. Th<-' 
parts will lie ,·isnally inspected for bnl'rs itnd con­
taminants that might. shorten component life. anti 
other Yisihle problems which may be present. Sub­
sequent testing will follow the set of stamlal'(ls de­
veloped by the Society of Automotive Engineers 
( 'AE). 

Nearly 1,000 consumer complaints concrrning 
bi·akc master cylin<l.ers have been received hy Ihr 
NHTSA over a, period of several years. Last year 
alone, the Parts Retmn Program (PRP) rec<.'i,·ed 
89 master .cylinclers. These parts W<.'re removecl 
from various clomestic all(l foreign passenger cars 
and light trucks, and ranged from original equip­
ment ancl afterrnarket parts with only a few thou­
sand miles at the time of failure, to parts which 
failed after nearly 100,000 miles of service. One 
master cylimkr was found lea.king after only :300 
miles of se1Tic<.'. 

The purpose of this suney is to i<1entify any 
ma. ter cylinders that are being 111anufaet11re1l " ·it h 
safety defects. Tf you have replaced a problem 
master cylinder or have infonnation on maste1· 
eylinders that ha\'e failed prematurely or under 
1m11sual ci rc11111stance::;, please contact us by using 
your Informal ion Report form or 1,y calling thr 
PRP colkct. If the component is a,,ailahle, pleas(• 
forward it lo us in a PRP mailbag. The infonna­
tion yon submit will gr<.'atly h<.'lp. 

FUEL VAPOR CANISTER FIRE 
The charred fuel 1·apor canister sh0\n1 in the 

photograph was n•n1ove<1 from a l!l7+ Fiat, 1:2 ➔ 

:-ipecial sedan hy _\.UTOolOTIYE SPEC'L\ LTIE:-; 
of Paramount, California. The whicle had :27,7:ti 
mil<.'s, arnl the con1punenL was original equipment. 

The unit. was mounted, according to the shop, ap­
proximately three inches from the exhaust manifold. 
The canister reportedly caught fire without warn­
ing while the vehicle was in motion, bu rning ho,;es 
and wires before it was extinguished by the driver. 
~\ UTOMOT I VE SPECI ALTI ES believes that the 
fire was due to the location of the canister. T he 
shop states that the area where the component 
mountecl can become quite hot, enough to possibly 
ignite fuel rnpors which accumulate in the canister. 
Tho shop also stated that they service this vehicle 
regularly , and are aware of no overheating problems 
with it. H aving checked other Fiat Special sedans, 
they note that the mounting of the fuel vapor can­
isters is the same. 

Thank yon, AUTOMOTIVE SPECI ALT I ES, 
for 8entling us the part. Should any P RP members 
enconnter similar fires or symptoms in thif-i model, 
please notify us immediately by sending the part in 
a PRP mailbag, using the Information Report 
form, or calling ns collect. 

Bur111>d FuPl Yapor C'auistl-'r & Hos!' 
1!!7-1 Fial ~,wdal ~Pda11 

BROKEN DRIVE SHAFT 
DAYE KYLE'S G.\.R,\ GE in Phoenix, .\ rizona. 

has snlnnittecl a rear r-joint and pol'tion of the 
drive shnft, rrnHl\'t•d fro111 a In77 Ford LTD with 
~0,0:17 111ilrs. Thr ,·rhil·h, was cquippc'd with a -1-00 
('ID engine and antolllatic transmissio11. .\ rrol'(l ­
ing to th<.' shop, the drivl' shaft brokr :l\nty front 
the P-joint and twist('ll off while the operntor wa:--



driving at approximately 10 mph. The photograph 
shows the U-joint, ancl a portion of the dri\'e shaft 
which was cut for shipping. The shop believes that 
t.he drive haft failed clue to a faulty -welcl bet.ween 
it. and the U-joint yoke. The U-joint yokes operatl' 
freely and appear to he well lubri cated. .\.lthough 
the driYe shaft was destroyed, no accident or other 
damage occurred. 

f;pecial thanks to KYLE':--i for this part. :--ihoulrl 
any of our participants note this condition on a 
vehicle, please notify us. 

ltN1r P-.foint and DrivP ~haft (cut for ,;llip11i11;:.() 
1977 Ford IIrD 

CHRYSLER URGED TO RECALL 
In a Consmner .\.clvisory, dated December 7, 1!)77. 

the U.~. Departiucnt of Transportation annotmced 
that it is asking the Chrysler Corporation to volun­
tarily recall 111ore than one million 1!)7:\ througli 
l!)j7 Yaliants, Darts, .\.spens, and Volares for cor­
rection of a stalling problem. The vehicles a1·p 
e<1uipped with :ns cubic inch \~-8 or 2215 culiic inch 
six-cylinder engines. 

In a telegram sent Deeenil>C'r (-j to Chrysll'r's Yi('(' 
President of Yehicle :--iafety arnl Reliability, ,Joan 
Claybrook, . \.cl111inistrator of the <lepnrtment\ 
.N'ational Highway Traflic :--;afety _\cllllin istration 
(XIITSA), 11rg<'<l rnl1mtary n'call ''in tlw interest 
of safety and to olffiate the d('l:ty in and the ne<·es­
sity of fol'ther ill\·estigatin' l'ffort, an<l th<' schrd11l­
ing of a1l111ini:4mti\'r l'nforeen1ent proct'edings." 
In her telegrnm, the XIITS.\. .\.d111i11istrntor :-;aid 
that she lwd lt-nrned, thro111..di prl'ss n'IPa:-;t-s, that 
the Chrysler Corpon,tio11 has ad111itted the existenn' 
of a stalling problem, !Jut elai1us it is not safety-

related. She pointed out. that Chrysler recently 
con<l11ded a safety- relatecl defect recall campaign 
inrnlving Hl72 and rnn full-size Chrysler vehicles 
hl'ca11se of a defective electrical connector which 
('Oul<l cause Joss of engine p<nYer. Claybrook tol<l 
the Chrysler rxec11tive that. "the stalling of latl'r 
model Chrysler \'Phicks appears equally ha,rnrclons. " 

In )fay, H>77. the XHT~~\. opened an investiga­
tion into stalling problerns affecting these vehicles. 
To <late, the federal safety agency has recei\'Cd nnR 
owner eolllplaint letters alleging 1,200 incidents of 
stalling, including reports of 52 accidents involving 
nine injuries and nine lawsuits. The NHTSA sai1l 
Chrysler estimates it. has some 4.f>OO eonsumer let­
ters reporting stalling in the subject vehicles. 

Onr PRP members will recall that this investiga­
tion was featured in a Case Of The :Month article in 
the .July, Hl77 issue of the PRP Xews. 

REMINDER 
,Ye ask that our PRP participants continue to he 

alert. fol' components arnl information relatecl to the 
following XI-ITS.A defect irwe:tigat ions. ThesC' 
cases a1·p ,,till continuing ancl ha ,·e li<'('ll featn l'e<l in 
past issues of the PRP Xews: 
• Transmission Shift Linkage Failures, lfl73- 7R 

For<l Motor Company Passeng0r Cars Eqnipped 
,,ith 351 CID or Larger Engines arnl .\.utomatie 
Trans111issions 

• Ignition ,\_111plifier Failures. lDi:'3- 77 Spitfire, 
TR-7, l\IGB, ::\IG l\lidget, and .Jagnar X,J6, and 
Hl71-77 .Jaguar X,Jrn Vehicles (British Leyland) 

• Engin<' Stalling, l!l7."i- 7f Dodge Dnrl an<l Ply­
mouth Yaliant. and H)ifi-77 D0<lg<' .\. spen and 
Plymouth Yohll'<' Yl'hicles Equipped with :nH 
CID Y-H or :22:i CID :--;ix C'ylinclel' Engines 

• ernlerca1·1 iagP Corrosion. l!li0- 7-~ Fiat ~I()(lel s 
r;o, 12-1-. and 1:2R 

TELEPHONE CALLS 
lf you lian' any prnble1ns regal'ding this prngnrn1, 

are in nel'd of a(lclitional supplies, t'.g .. 11milbags or 
infon11atio11 report. fonns, haYe any qiwstions, or 
\\'011ld likP to pass on t·01n11H,'nts, pie-as(' ('a]] collect. 
Our phone n11111lier is (70:·n :"i:27-1.iOO; ask for the 
Parts Heturn Prngnu11. 0111· staff, HI'IH'<' Beddow. 
<i11y 1\'hid<lon. ::\Is.•Jo1111i PPi,wr, an(l ::\fartin 
Lo\\'Pry. will be happy (o assist. 1\'p an' on Eastem 
Ti111e and HI'<' norlllally arnilal,lt• _\fonday through 
Fridn,,· fr<Hll H::rn a.Ill. to .-) ::30 p.111. If _\'Oil han' a 
('Olltriln1tion or s11gg(•stio11 for the PNP ,\'cu·s, pleasP 
st'rnl it to tlw Parts Ret11rn Vroµ:nun, <" / o Kappa 
~yste111i'. Inc.. DOl \\ 'ilson Bo11lHard. _\.rlinµ:ton, 
\ 'irginia :2~:20H. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST The statistics arc based on societal losses resulting 

• 1,Te've mentioned that we're expanding the Parts 
Return Program to include new car dealers and 
high mileage fleets, and automotiYe parts sup­
pliers. "\Ye will be contacting a total of 300 deal­
ers, 100 fleets (car rental, taxi, and police aml 
other state and municipal ,·ehicles), and BOO parts 
suppliers nationwide to enlist their Yoluntar,v 
participation in the Program. ,\ s of this date. 
approxilllately :i0% of these 700 potential par­
ticipants have been contacted. On the average, 
approximately 70% of the dealers contacted ha,·e 
expressed their willingness to join the program, 
while most all of the fleets and parts suppliers 
contacle<l ha,·e agreNl to join. 

• Yew Jersey's Division of Consumer ,\±fairs re­
cently inspecte<l 1,781 of the state's anto repair 
facilities to check on compliance with their rei:.-"lt­
lation re11uiring the posting of notices on con­
sumer rights. Of this group, :i64 were :found to 
not have a posted notice informing custo111ers that 
they arr entitled to written estimates for repair 
work before the work is started. Some of the 
repair shops could be fined up to $200, arnl in­
cluded new ancl usecl car dealerships, sel'\'iee sta­
tions, body repair shops, specialty automotivr 
repair shops, and chain and department store re­
pair :facilitic" 

• Chrysler Corporation is recalling l.~ million cars 
for two problems that could result in loss of front 
wheel brakes. The vehicles involved are 1D76- 78 
Plymouth Volares arnl Dodge Aspens mannfa<.:­
tnrecl from October 1D7ii throngh ;-,epte111hH l!l77. 
and 1D77- 78 Do<lgr Diplomats and Chrysler 
LeBarons manufactured from )larch rn77 through 
Heptember ::l3, 1977. The two problems inrnlve 
(1) the front wheel brake tubes which may llC' 
subject to conosion from acicl seeping- from tlw 
battery, ancl (~) the front brake hoses may lw­
come brittle ancl crack when snbjeetecl to sustaine<l 
periocls of extr0me coltl temperatures. The hose 
problen1 does not involve lfl77 models, built afle1· 
,July 28, l!l77, ancl HJ78 models. 

• ~Iotor vehicle acci1lents eost American society 
nearly $88 billion annually, in terms of Lleaths, 
injuries, lost income and property (lamage, ac­
cording to a 1·ecent study eompilecl hy t]l(' 
YHT~.\ ancl entitled ":-iocietal Costs of ~Iotor 
Yehicle .\C(:iLlents, 1075." 

from fatalities, non-fatal injuries, and property 
damage only acci<lents, ancl do not n'present the 
total valne plaeed upon human life. Fntme pro­
dndion losses, in particular, accounted for a very 
large share of the total cost for fatalities an<l the 
most severe injn ries. 

The J6,800 motor ,·(•hielc fatalities listed by the 
report for U17:'i protlucC'<l losses to society of 
$13..++ billion. The cost for non-fatal injmies ,ms 
$12.7;) l>il1ion, and property damage only acci­
(1ents $11.40 billion. Based on the factors con­
siclere<l, a fatality acrnunts for $287,17:i in societal 
('()Sts; recognizing that this fig11re cloes not repre­
"ent the total value of a lost, lifr. 

.\ free copy of the report is available from the 
XHTS.\, General SeniePs Di ,·ision, Room 44.2:-3, 
+oo Se,·enth ;-,t., ~-"'.. Washington, D.C. 20:)00. 

NATIONAL PARTS RETURN PROGRAM 

Description and Function 

• The PRP inrnlns the rnlnntary submittal of 
foiled autornoti,·e components and informal ion by 
partieipating rnernhers. The program is open to 
imlepen<1ent repair shops, 1ww car <lealers, irnle­
pcnclent. parts suppliers, and fleet operators. In ­
formation ancl / or failNl parts are submitted to a 
representati,·e (Kappa :-iystC'ms, Tnc.) of the 
Xational Highway Traffic :-iafety .\<lrninistrntion 
(XHTS.\). 

• The purpose of the PRP is to gather information 
arnl co111ponents to help the XIIT~A iclentify tlw 
existence of Rafety-relate(l (lefects in the perform­
a nee, ('011S1 ruction. corn ponents, or Jllateria ls of 
111otor vehicles ancl motor ,·ehicle r<]uipment. 
Un1ler the authority of the Xational Traffic an<l 
~Iotor Vehicle :--afety ,\ ct of 1!16(>, as amended. 
the XIIT::--,\ ean reriuire 111annfaet11ren; to conduct 
safety defed recall all(l 1·emecly campaigns, when 
it has been determined that a defect relating to 
111otor vehicle safety exists. 

• The information obtained is also valuable in pre­
paring Fecleral motor vehicle safety stanclarcls. 

• You can ll('lp. Tll(> rnmponent,.; and information 
that you sen<l in will gin• ,·ital information that 
cannot Le obtained in any other way. 
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REGION 9A 

• AUTOMOTIVE SPECIAL TIES 

Poromount, Col1fornio 

• DANA MEYER FOREIGN CAR SERVICE 

Albany, Cal1forn10 

ISE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 

Hollywood, Coliforn10 

• KALLEN 5 GARAGE 

Von Nuys. Col, fornio 

MAURICE S AUTOMOTIVE 

Hollywood, Coliforn10 

121 MR BRAKE # 11 
Socromento. Colcfornio 

• PRECISION AUTO REPAIR 

Son Fronc1sco , Colifornio 

REGION B 

• CARTER S AUTO SERVICE 

Santo Fe. New Mex1co 

• HURLEY SUPER SERVICE STATION 

Pueblo, Colorado 

JOHN S GARAGE 

Nampa, Idaho 

LAS VEGAS WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

AND BRAKE 

Los \/egos. Nevada 

Ol1TSTANDING l',\HTIC'll' .\NTS 

Our ouhtond-ng por11c,pon1, ore 1host- 1h01 hove sent to the PltP at leas! one component 

or !fem of 1nformolion ~u11ng 1he currenl month. The number ,n porert1heses before 

0 porltc,pont s name dent1~es !he number of consecut,vl!! monrhs 1h01 port1c1potil ho~ 

sent 1n comronenh and 1nform0!1on New membe1s thor hove 111st become oc:t,ve in 

the PltP for 1h,s year !July 1977 June 1978) a,e ,dent fted with on oslensk before their 

name Duruig November 1977 22 members become new active porl1C1pont). and 7 

hove sent in components and inlormot on ,n con,ecur,..,e monrhs We need more active 

porl1c1ponh Please make your contribut,on rowo,d h19hwoy traffic safety today 

REGION 5 

121 CLEMENS AUTO REPAIR 

Rac ine. Wisconsin 

DAY NITE AUTO STATION 

Koukouno_ W,sconsrn 

REG ION • 

Sioux C, ty lowo • AKRON WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

ROEHL S BEE LINE BRAKE AND 

• FRERICHS GARAGE 

Akron _ Ohio 

ALIGNMENT • LEXINGTON BRAKE 

App leton, W ,scons1n lex,ngton, Kenfucky 

• MERRILLS AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE REGION 6 

Solr lake City_ Utah • ATWELL AUTO REPAIR 

• RIVERSIDE AUTOMOTIVE St Louis M1uouri 

Boise. Idaho • CAPITAL AUTOMOTIVE 

• STAPLES CHEVRON STATION Lincoln, Nebroilto 

Colorado Spr,ngs. Colorado '21 DUTCH S SERVICE STATION 

• ZfNNER AUTOMOT IVE St_ Louis Miuour, 

Colorado Spr,ngt.. Colorado 

REGION 7 

121 FIFTH STREET AUTOMOTIVE SE"ICE 

Tyler, Texas 

• TOMMY S AUTOMOTIVE 

Son Angelo, Texas 

REGION 0 

(RANE AUTO REPAIR 

Br,cktown. New Jersey 

• FLANDERS BRAKE ANO ALIGNMENT 

Heriford, Connecticut 

' GENE CASEY S ARCO ST A TION 

Lynn, Mouochvsells 

GLIDDEN AUTO SERVICE 

Nashua, New Hompsh11e 

151 HARRY S AUTO SERVICE 
Greet Barrington , Mossochuse!1s 

REGION 1 

• A RUTH S GARAGE 

Colonie, New York 

WOODY S GARAGE 
Montoursville Pennsylvon10 

REGION 2 

151 AUTO BRAKE CORPORATION 

Norfolk, Virginia 

• YON BROTHERS GARAGE 

Charleston South Corol1no 

• MARYLAND BRAKE ANO ALIGNMENT 

Baltimore, Morylond 

REGION 3 

151 BIG BRAKE SAFETY CENTER 

Gulfport, M1u1rnppi 

• ROSWEL L FINA 

11:oswell , Georgia 
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