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CASE OF THE MONTH 

Alleged Engine Stalling, 1975-76 Dodge Dart & 
Plymouth Valiant, and 1976-77 Dodge Aspen 

& Plymouth Volare 

This inn:-stigation by the Xational Iliµ:lmay 
Traffic Safety Administration was initiatecl on 
l\Iay 20, 1977, as a result of 11+ consumer reports 
of engine stalling among the inrnfrecl Chrysler 
Corporation vehicles. Since that time the inn~sti­
gation has re,·ealed a. large nuniber of additional 
reports of this stalling condition. A total of at 
least .,8 accidents are alleged as a re~,ult of the con­
tlition, and at least 9 of these reportedly resultecl 
in injuries. 

Based on the information gathered. the stalling 
usually occurs during lo,v speecl accelerntion. such 
as on freeway entrance ramps or at intersections. 
~omc vehicles not experiencing accelrrntion prob­
lems exhibit stalling in left. haml turns. ~[any 
owners al ·o report occurence of the conclition in 
the first 15 minutes of ,chicle operation. On YC­

hicles equipped "·ilh power steering ancl power 
brakes the po\\·er assist is reduced \\·lien engmo 
stalling occurs. 

If any of our PRP members ha,·e encountered 
Lhcsc conditions, we "·ould like to hear from you. 
'''c arc particularly interested in learning mon' 
abont any accidents ,Yhich may ha rn been caused 
by engine stalling. ~\.dclitionully, if yon han per­
formed senice ,rnrk on Ychiclrs with any of thc,;p 
symptoms, plrase notify 1Is of the ca11sc nn<l cure 
of the problem. 

BRAKE HOSE BLOCKAGE 

The photograph shows portions of a left front 
lffake hose that WU!" sent in by )L\.Y's ~\.rTo 
SEH\.ICE of )Iru1 <-fit>ld. Ohio. Thr hose "·ns re-
1110,·P<l from a 1D7(i Pontiac Oran Prix ,\·ith a 
,·ehiele mileage of 11.1-1 G. . \.ecorcling to the shop, 

the \·ehiclc had been pulling to the right during 
service brake application. .\. hydraulic pressure 
check of the vehicle's brake system by the shop 
in<licatecl the presence of a possiulc restriction in 
the left. front brake hose. The hose " ·as dissected 
by PRP staff an<l ,ms foun<l to ha\·e n collapsed 
inner ruuhcr layer, as indicated by the photograph. 

The PRP has received hoses from three other 
sho ps which reported the same type of problem: 

F IFTH STREET ~\.UTOMOTIVE 
SERYICE 

Tyler. Texas 
1976 Unick Electra Ltd. 
11,090 miles 

J. A. PAYXE .A.LIGX)IEXT SERYICE 
\\Test Point, Yirginia 
U>7,i Plymouth Yaliant 
:H,000 miles 

DOC'ti . \.UTO C'LIXIC 
Grnncl Forks, Xorth Dakota 
196!) Pontiac Ventura 
65,0+7 miles 

If your shop has Pncountcrccl similar problems, 
plrase report them to the PRP. Thanks! 



MORE FLEX-FANS RECALLED 

Ford Uotor Company has announced another 
safety recall and remedy campaign for possible 
brC'akage of the fllexible blades on engine cooling 
fans. The campaign involves approximately 
7-12.000 1976-77 Ford, :Mercury, and Lincoln pas­
sengC'r cars equipped with five blade fans. The 
specific models include: 

Jfodel Years 1976 and 1977 

Vehicle Engine Appliration 
Ford/ Mercury 351M All A / C, PolicC' 

Non .A/ C 
Forcl/Mcrcury 400 .All . \ / C, Police 

Xon A/ C an<l 
Trailer Tow 
~on A/ C 

Ford/ ::\Icrcury 460 All ~on A/ C 
Excluding 
Police 

Jllodel Year J.9'77 Only 
T'ehicle Engine .lppliratiou 
Ford 302 All A/ C 
Ford 351\Y .\Jl A / C 
Lincoln 400 All 

.\mong the vehicles involYed m thr l'rcnll. there 
"·as one rPpork<l inj nry inYol ving- a den lershi p 
technician ,Yho ,ms struck in the ar111 by n l)]'okrn 
fan lila<le. 

As indicated in the ~lay issue of the PRP XC'\\'s. 
the Xational IIiglmay Tmffic ;-;afety .\dlllinistrn­
tion (XIIT~.\) initiate<l a <lefect inn•stigation on 
Jfay 2:3. 1977, inrnh·ing lfl70- i7 Ford )[otor Com­
pany JWssC'nger cars arnl light trneks for this prol,­
lem. Tlw abon• flex-fan rPeall is the !-'l'<'mHl on<' 
an1101meed by For<l <lnring thC' XIIT:--.\ i1n-c':-.ti­
gnt ion. The fir:-.t one was initiated soon nftrr tlw 
inn•:-.tigation began, arnl inclwlr<l 1D7~ 111rnlel 
LinC"olns, Ford Torinos. nncl ::\krcnry ::\Iontrgo:-; 
<'<[llippccl "·ith air conclitioning an<l :30~. :3til. nncl 
..JOO CID eng-ines. 

In a rclatNl matter _\merican )Iotors Corpora­
tion (.\)IC) has initiated a recall of approxi-
11iately 26,:>0o .\)IC )Iatador vehicles for replacc-
111C'nt of engine cooling fans. The recall im·ohes 
lfl,(i Jfatnclor vehicle:-; Nptippccl "·ith f!C'x-fnns. YH 

('ll/.tines, nncl air conditioning or n 11iaxi111n111 l'<>ol­
ing paekage. In it Constuncr .\chi sory. relea:-;ccl 
Septemuer 1.1. Hl77, ,Toan Claybrook, lhe .\clmin-

istrator of the XHTSA, said that "the recall is the 
£lirPct. result. of om in[]uiry to .\MC in connection 
,\·ith an investigation into flex-fan failurrs in Ford 
~Iotor Company vehicles." 

In developing data to respond to the ~HTSA 
query, XMC <letermint><l that it too had problems 
with this type of fan. .\!though thC'rt> was no 
recorcl of fatalities or injmies, A::\IC informC'<l thr 
~HTS_\ of its intent to rec-all the nhicles. 

Replies to tlw :-;ame inquiry from Chrysler Cor­
poration arnl General )lotors indicate no significant 
incidence of flex-fan failure, to Llate. 

Our PRP mernbC'rs are relllindecl to stay alert for 
it<l<litionnl flt-x-fan failnres inrnhing any \·ehick 
make or model. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

• ::\Ir. George B. Lewis of AUTO::\IOTIVE 
P.\RTS CEXTER, Greenville, _\labama has 
proviclecl t.he PRP with information on a Ford 
flex-fan fnilnre where a n1echanie was injurrcl. 
Tlie information in turn. was provided to tlw 
Oflice of Defrcts Im·estigation, Xational High­
\nl:V Traffic Safety .\clrninistration. 

• In the coming months, the PRP will be expand­
ing. to incl ncle new car clcalers, fire ts (rental car, 
taxi, police, t>tc.). all(l parts suppliers. ,Yith the 
participation of these nC'w rne1t1 bers, \\·c hope to 
rt-cein\ more information on newer lllO<lel cars 
ancl aftermnrket parts. "\Ye expect to pass along 
information from tht-sc newer nwmbers in our 
newsll'tter an(l hope that our current members 
,rill benefit from the Ill'\\' inforniatoin. Shops 
that know of interestNl dealers, fleets, or parts 
suppliers may want to eall the PRP ancl relay 
their rnu11P a1Hl tt-lPphone nt11t1ber. 

• In a Co11:-;11111er .\d\'i!-'ory. rC'lensC'cl .June H, 1977, 
the' XIIT;-;.\ nnnoum·Pcl the arnilnhility of its 
:11\llltnl report of 111otor YPhielc <lefect l'Cl'all 
carnpaigns for Hl7Ci. Dnring the year, \·ehiclc-. 
mannfaeturer:::. issu('(l ~OH recalls inn>l\·ing mon' 
than ;L1 lllillion motor \'chicles. The report abo 
lists the recall of more than ;3;30,000 items of 
\·t-hiclc equipment and 1wnrly -lG-1))00 tires. 

"\Is. Claybrook. . \drnini strntor of tl1r XI-IT;-;.\, 
note<l that. •'the lfl7(i total l>ri111.t:-. to :,~A 111illio11 
the, 11111nlirr of \·elticl<>s rernll('d sinC'l' l!lG(j ,\·hen 
lht- national trnflic safety effort \,·as iniliatetl." 

(Cu111in11cd OJI /Hl/J( ' 4) 
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OUTSTANDING SHOPS 

Our outstand ing shops are those that have sent in to the PRP ot least one port during 
the current month. Since we have begun a new program year (July, 1977 thru June, 
1978), a l l shops ore considered new participants th is month. During July 1977, 22 

REGION 5 shops have started the PRP off to a successful year by send ing in ports . 

BELOIT FRAME & AXLE COMPANY 

Beloi t, W isconsin 

DES MOINES AREA COMMUNITY 
REGION 0COLLEGE 

Ankeny, lowo BUD HASKELL 'S GARAGE 

Falmouth , Ma ineFELD GARAGE 

Kenosha, W isconsin HARRY'S AUTO SERVICE 

Great Barr ington , MassachusettsFOREIGN AUTO SERVICE CENTER 

M inneapol is, M innesota 

RICHFIELD WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

Minneapol is, Minnesota 

REGION 8 

DUNCAN 'S AUTO REPAIR 

Phoen ix, Arizona 

LAS VEGAS WHEEL ALIGNMENT & 

BRAKE 

Los Vegas, Nevada 

REGION 3 

REGION 6 REGION 7 BELOTE 'S BAYSHORE GARAGE 
McLAIN '$ AUTO REPAIR CLEARWATER CAR CARE CENTER Dunedin, Florido 

St. Louis, M issouri Meta irie, Lou isiana BIG BRAKE SAFETY SERVICE 

Gulfport, M iss1Ss ippi 

REGION 1 

FARRELL 'S SUNOCO 

Fai rv iew Village, Pennsy lvan ia 

FERINO BROTHERS EXXON 
Feostervi lle, Pennsylvania 

JONES SERVICE 

Delmor, New York 

KOLESNIK '$ SERVICE STATION 
Rochester, New York 

YINS MOTOR SERVICE CORPORATION 
Brook lyn, New York 

REGION 2 

AUTO BRAKE CORPORATION 
Norfolk, Virgin ia 

B & G AUTO SERVICE 
Arlington , Virginia 

MUSTEN AUTO SERVICE 

W inston-Solem, North Carolina 

RALPH CANNON AUTO SERVICE, INC. 
Atlanta, Georg ia 
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Tlw rq1ort. rntitle(l " )Iotor Yrhick !-,afrty De­
fect, Recall Campaigns'' arnl co,·rring tlw pcrio<l 
from ,Jan. 1, ID76 to Dre. :n, Hl76, may he pur­
chased for $2.30 from the U.S. Go,·rrn mmt 
Printing Office, " 'ashingt011, D.C. 20-1-02. It con­
tains infor111atoin on rach recall cn111pnig11, the 
moclrls inrnln'd. a short clrs(']'iption of tlw cldret. 
ancl the mnnnfacturrr':-; c01Te<·tin• action. 

• )fore parts ancl/or information on pos:-;ihlr ;;afrtv­
n•latC'(l <lefrcts in thr prrfon11nncP, ronstr11ctio0 n, 
('01np01wnts, or matp1·ials of motor ,·rhiclrs ancl 
1notor 1·phiclr Pquip111P11t nrr nrrcled frorn 011r 
PRP tllPmllC'rs. Plrn~r take• ti111c' to :-;ull111it n1w 

failr<l nuto1110tivr e0111po1wnt. " ·hich yo11 thini, 
eo11l<l hr safrty rrln1<'(1. If your ,-hop 1;rNls mail­
llap:s Ot' other material, call us eollcct nt (703) 
:iJ7-4G00. . \.sk for rxtrnsion 23;\, 2:3H. 237 01· 23H. 

NATIONAL PARTS RETURN PROGRAM 

Description and Function 

• Tlw PHP i1ll"olvcs the 1·ol11ntarv suhrnittn l of 
fail eel au( ornoti rn eom poncnts l;y irnlrpcnclcnt 
rrpair shops. C'omponrnts are submitted to a, 

representatin• (Kappa Systems. Ine.) of the 
Xat.ional I1iglnrny Traffic Safrtv . \.<lminis(ration 
(XHTS;\.). • 

• The purpose of the PRP is to gather information 
on thrsc con1ponrnts to help the XIITSA i<l(•ntifr 
the existence of sn.frt v-rrlntcd manufactnrin« d~­
fccts in motor Yehicl~s ancl motor vrhicle e;uip­
mcnt. Under the authority of the National 
Traffic and Motor Vehicle S;fcty Act of 1966, as 
amcncle(l, the XITTSA can require manufacturers 
to conduct safety ddret. notification campaigns 
1vhcn it has been clcterminrd that a de.fret relat­
ing to motor ,·chiclr safoty exists. 

The information olltaine(l from these parts is also 
ntluahk in prrparing Federal motor vehicle 
:-;nfcty standanls. 

• Yo11r shop ean hdp. The parts that. you scncl 
in will give vital information that cannot hr. ob­
tained in ttn,V other way. 

TELEPHONE CALLS 

If you ltr1VI' nn~· prohl<•ms l'f'gnrding this vrogram, are in 
1tPP1l of ndllitionnl mnillin~, tngs, <'tr., hnn• nnr qtwstions, 
or would lik1• to pass 011 con1nwnts, pleas\' rail collf'ct. 
l'ln c•p ~-our <·all to Bn1c·P HPdtlow, J\fs . .Torrni Peizer, or 
<:uy Whiddo11 nt ( 70:l) G~7--l:\(l0. °TT'<• an• on Enstl'rn Tinw 
and nn· normally aYailal,11• J\fontlny through Frida,· from 
S :30 a.m. to :i :30 p.111. • 

If you hnv<• a contrihutio11 or ;;u_g~E>stion for thP PRP 
:\'}!WS, pll'a~P Sf>rHl it to Kappa RystPrns, Inc., 1501 Wilson 
nou!eYnrd, Arlington, Virginia 22209, .AttPntion: Brucf' E. 
Beddow. 
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