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NOTICES A:JD AME'\!D\ff JTS PUBLIS!lI'D DURT'\!G l\PPTT, 

H:l-139 ; Arndt . :os. 173-114 , 170-22 (43 FR 17946 - 4/2.7/78) r.orrect-Lon . 
Conversion of lndividu.1.l rxPl'lptions to Re ;?, t1lations of r:cner:il 
App l irnhil ity . This corrcctfon changed "-:otc 24 to rend "Note 
25 " e;ich t imc it :1ppenrcd in I tern 8 of D0ckct !1'1-139 pub] ishecl 
~arch 2 , 1978 (41 FR 8519) . 

11::1-139 ; Arndt . "los . 172- 42 , 173-116 , 174-3n , 177-40 , 178-4f> (41 FR 
17942 - 4/27/78) , r.onvcrsion of Tndividu.:il rxcmptions to Regu­
lations of GenL'r;il Applicahility . Those .1.P1endrients incorp0rate 
into the Dep:1rtmc nt' s 1!.1.z;irdous Materials P.c g uL:itions n numhcr 
of changes based on tbe dat1. and nnalvsis supplied in selected 
exernption applications , or from existing special permits nnd 
exemp t ions . Eff'ectivc dntc : April 27 , 1978 . 

A puhlic meeting will he 11eld on .Jurn' 10 , 1978 , ·it Cl:30 a . m., in Room 3201 of 
the Trans Point Building nt 21no Sccnnd Street , S . h' ., ~·.1shington , 1 . C . 

The purpose of this mcetinr is to discuss the rc>st1lts of the :-!arch 1978 meet­
ing of the Groun of R1pportc11rs or the.' l'nitc,rl ·~ntions 10TT1mittee oF Fxperts on 
the Transport of Dnnrcrous Goods nnd certain other s uhjccts i-,hich wi11 provide' 
information to nssist in formulatin1' positions ror f11t1ff<' l1': ~1C'etings. 

~oticc of this rieeting wac; puhl ishcd in the Feder,11 l{c•~ister (41 FR. 20883) on 
~lnv 15 , 1978 . Interested pC'rsons arc invited to 1ttC'nd and participate in 
this meeting . 

DOT/I'PA PCBL IC J:EAR I L~r, o·~ II. ZA P DOCS l•.'l\ C:'fr: 

A ioint (FPA/DOT) public hcarin1~ wi11 be held on .lttn( 2() , lq78 nt the Jlolid;n 
Tnn , Old Tmm , 480 S:ing Street , .\lex.1n.lria , ' ' irgini<1 to disc •1ss the d0veloprent 
of regn1ations for hnr.ardous wastes . ''0cting •: ill open :1L 0 :00 .1 . m. 

This hc,1.ring was announCL'd hv the Fnvirot1Ml't1t·l1 Protection Agency in their 
Fcdernl Register puhl ication on Stancl.1.rds Appl icahle to 1ransportcrs of J1<1zard­
ous 1-1aste and Public llc,nring , on ,\pril 28 , JC'l78 (41 FR 18506) . 



BLOCKING AND BR.l\CING REVISITI'D 

The above photograph shows a less-than-truckload shipment of Fluorine , a 
non-flammahle gas , as delivered by a major motor common carrier . The 40 
cylinders are DOT Specification containers and were properly labeled 
OXIDIZER and POISON. 

As can be seen , the carrier's method of blocking and bracing is grossly 
inadequate. The last row was contained hy a piece of rope tied to both 
sides of the trailer and around the u1ps of four cylinders . When the rear 
door was opened by the driver at the consignee ' s dock , three cylinders 
fell onto the dock and one st.'lrtecl to leak . The remainder of the load was 
found as pictured above. 

This is hut another example of improper loading , stowage , blocking and 
bracing of hazardous materials and a violation of§ 177 . 834 (a) . 
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SYNOPSIS GF SELECTED INCIDENT REPORTS 

Date & Location 
of Inciden t 
(HM.I Number) 

2/23/78 
Heidleburg , 
Mississippi 

(8030148) 

2/24/78 
Grand Junction , 

Colorado 
(8030326) 

2/27/78 
Detroit, 
Michigan 

(8030669) 

2/22/78 
Waverly , 

Tennessee 
(8030716) 

3/15/78 
Frederick , 
Maryland 

(8030960) 

Svnopsis of Carrier ' s Report 

Crude Petroleum Oil . Tractor-tank trailer was connected 
to storage tank. Driver failed to disconnect hose and 
drove off , pulling valve from storage tank, causing spill. 

Corrosive Material . A chartered single-engine aircraft 
was returning a drilling crew of four, with nornal gear, 
from a drilling site--no hazardous materials mentioned . 
One member of the drilling crew placed some caustic soda 
in a discarded peanut hutter jar, for later testing , and 
was holding it on the seat . During landing flareout at 
approximately 10 feet altitude , there was a "pop" and the 
cabin filled with gas and/or fumes which necessitated the 
pilot having to force the door open in order to get air 
and to see enough to complete landing and hra}ing . The 
emergency was reported to the control tower , and the air­
craft was evacuated as soon as it stopped rolling . ~he 
drilling team and the pilot suffered caustic soda hurns 
which were neutralized hy shO\,,ering . 

Limited quantity size containers of PAINT . Two million 
dollars in propertv damage--no injuries . As a forklift 
turned a corner, cartons fell off and opened allowing a 
large slick of lacquer , paint, and thinner to form on the 
dock floor . Two dock men intentionally ignited the slick 
apparently in an effort to clean up the spill . Within 
minutes the flames engulfed the entire dock , reached a 
three-alarm magnitude, and totally destroyed the terminal 
offices and the dock . 

Propane . A tank car of LPG was one of 23 cars which 
derailed on February 22. Two days later while rail crews 
were cleaning up the derailment wreckage the tank car ex­
ploded for reasons which are still being investigated . 
As a result of the explosion and subsequent fires, 13 
persons were killed and 50 persons were inj,rred . High 
property damage occurred and 2,000 persons were evacuated . 

Chlorine . A tank car rolled down a grade and into a plant 
striking and rupturing pipes . Chlorine escaped from the 
plant pipes . Fumes were inhaled by four plant employees 
who were taken to a hospital treated and released. 

3 



Synopsis of Selected Incjdent Reports Cont . 

Date & Location 
of Incident 
(HMI Numher) 

3/15/78 
North Platte , 

Nebr aska 
(8040069) 

2/27 /78 
'.';ewar}-_ , 

New Jersey 
(804 0486) 

3/29/78 
Bellmawr , 

'.'lew Jersev 
(8040648) 

Synopsis of Carrier ' s Repo!J: 

Placarding may be Hazardous . In t he process of install­
ing a permanent hazardous materia l s placard , a ho l e was 
drilled from outside t he trailer , through the trailer 
and through a plastic 55-ga l lon drum of corrosive mate ­
rial permitting 40 gallons to leak. The entire trailer 
was then unloaded , washed down , a nd reloaded . 

Liquid Helium . With insufficient clearance , the top of 
cargo tank hit an overhead railroad bridge . Vacuum in­
sulation was lost and most of the helium cargo vented 
into the a t mosphere . 

Ch] orine_. 1:-!hile in transit , cylinders shifted and four 
fell from stake body trailer . One cylinder leaked . Two 
passersby received treatment for inhalation of fumes and 
were released . 

FOREIGN CVLTNDER APPROV~LS 

Two additional approvals have been granted to non- domestic manufacturing 
facilities to manufacture cylinders to DOT Specifica t ions under §173 . 300b . 
(The first list was puhlished in the OHM Newsletter , Februarv 1978 issue . ) 

The companies are : 

Totsuka Cylinder Corporation 
SodaStream Limited 

Japan 
England 

~ec ificat ion (s) 
3A , 3AA 
3f 

Copies of applications for approval and related documents are available for 
public examination in the Dockets Section . 

:rn1•1 Et1ERGE~CY SERVICES TRAINING C0URSE AVAILABLE 

A new self- standing training course is now available to teach emergency ser­
vices personnel and others involved to prepar e for , assess and effectively 
deRl with hazardous 111aterjals (HM) transportation emergencies . 'This course, 
developed for :'frB/Oill10 under contract hv the :'lational Fire Protection Assoc. 
(NFPA) , deals ~ith all classes of HH ' s from sma l l packar.es to bulk quantiti.e s , 
en route rail and highway transport and air , rail , highway and marine terminal 
operations . 
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. !ew J,mergency s_er_v_j_ces '!Jaining Cour se Available Con t . 

The cou r se offers nbout twenty hours of instruction and consists of 963 
35mm slides , eleven cassette tapes , course coordinator ' s guide and stu­
dent performance manual (workbook) . The eight individual course units 
deal respectivelv with !IM t ranspor ta t ion problems and r egulations , Hl:1 
classes and properties , identifications of tlie commodi t ies at the scene , 
obtaining technical assistance , situation assessment/command control (2 
units) , terminating and reportin g IB1 incidents , and planning . 

The course provides guidance to those persons who have the responsihilitv 
for handling hazardous materials (HM) transportation emergencies and to 
assist individuals with various emergency service responsibilities in 
better understanding their roles in the development and implementation of 
comprehensive , coordinated , viable community emergency action plans . 

The training course package is available for purc:iase from the ~:ational 
Fire Protection 1\ssociation (lffPA) , 470 Atlantic Avenue , Roston , !lA 02210. 
The price 1Jil1 be $315 . through June 30 , 1978 and $350 . thereafter. In 
addition , ~FPA will conduct the following series of course seminars during 
1978 (charge , exclusive of travel , meals and accommodations , is $130 . per 
person for non-members and $120 . for ~:FPA members) : 

~•on tgomery , Alabama June 12 - 14 
Seattle , 1fashing t on Jun e 19 - 21 
Chicago , Illinois Sept . 6 - 8 
Philadelphia , Pennsvlvania Sep t. 18 - 20 
Springfield , Massachusetts Oct . 4 - 6 
San Francisco , Ca l ifornia Oct . 16 - 18 
Oklnhoma City , Oklahoma Oc t. 23 - 25 
Oklahoma City , ()], la homa Nov . 1 - 3 
Houston , Texas Nov . 8 - 10 

Persons desiring more information on purchasing the course package or 
attending any of the seminars should contact : Mr . Austin Sennett (NFPA) 
Phone , (617) 482-8755, Ext . 228 . 

The Naterials Transportation Bureau is exploring othPr wa)'s to make the 
course available . Check future issues of the OID1 "!ewsletter for further 
details. 

EXA~PLES 0F DOT PENALTY ACTIONS CONCr.RNING 
THE HAZARDOUS ~ffiTERIALS REGULATI0 1S 

Alamo Express 
(Drum 
Reconditioner) 

Offense 

Fai1ure to properly test and mark recon­
ditioned DOT containers . 
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Penalty/ 
Initiating ,~en~_y 

s 750 . 00 
(~1TB) 



Examples of DOT Penalty Actions Concer n ing 
the Hazardous Materials Regulations Cont. 

Company 

Alii Air Hawaii 
(Air Taxi 
Operator) 

Cameo Container 
Corporation 

(Container 
rlanufacturer) 

Martin Aaron , 
Inc . 

(Drum 
Recondition er) 

Perry Scott 
Products 

(Shipper by Air 

Salsbury Inter­
national , Inc . 

(Shipper by Air) 

Somycel U. S., 
Inc . 

(Shipper by Air) 

Trans lforld 
Airlines 

(Air Carrier) 

United Airlines 
(Air Carrier) 

Offense 
Penalty/ 

Initiating Agency 

Tr ansporting electrolyte battery fl uid 
without proper shipping papers or 
notification to the pilot i n c ommand . 

nanufacturing and marking a container 
as meeting a DOT Specification when it 
did not meet that specification . 

failure to properly t est and mar k re­
conditioned DOT containers . 

Offering a shipment of hazardous mat erial 
which was not properly certified , 
described, marked , or labeled . 

Offerin~ a shipment of hazardous mate­
rials improperly marked , described , a nd 
certified . 

Shipping Poison B liquid whict, was not 
properly packaged , marked , labeled , or 
described . 

Accepting and Transporting hazardous 
materials not properly mar~ed or 
labeled . 

Accepting a shipment of hazardous mate­
rials not authorized aboard a passenger 
aircraft , and improperly described , 
certified, and labeled . 
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$ 350.00 
(FAA) 

1 , 000 . 00 
(NTB) 

750 . 00 
(!1TB) 

200 . 00 
(FAA) 

2 , 000 . 00 
(FAA) 

2 , 000 . 00 
(FAA) 

3 , 000 . 00 
(FAA) 

3, 000 . 00 
(FAA) 



SOURCES OF THE INTER~ATIONAL MARITIME 
DA\fGEROUS GOODS CODE ( nico CODE) 

J~CO has recently published the looseleaf edition of the International 
t•larit ime Dnngerous Goods Code (H!CO Code) . The 1977 edition (four vol­
umes) includes all previous amendments up to c1nd including /1.menclment 13 
(1976) , as well as Annex I dealing with packaging details . The revised 
IMCO Code is available from the following sources : 

T~CO Publications Section 
101-104 Piccadilly 
London V1V OAC , rnglancl 
Price : Thirtv pounds plus 

three pounds postage . 
(Remittance to be enclosed with order . ) 

Labelmaster 
6001 North Clark Street 
Chicago , Illinois 60660 
Phone: (312) 973-5100 

~ew York Nautical Instrument and 
Service Corporation 

140 \,fost Rroadwi1y 
~ew York, New York 10013 
Phone : (212) 962-4522 

Southwest lnstrument Company 
215 West 7th Street 
San Pedro , California 90731 
Phone : (213) 832-0358 

For reasons of uniformity of applicfltion of the revised Code , TMCO has issued 
a circular indicating thal the effective date of the Code will be September 1, 
1978 . 

The SecrC'ti1ry or 'Transport<'ltion has determined the publicntion 
of tl1is periodical is necessary in the transaction of the public 
husiness required bv law nf this Department . Use of funds for 
printing this periodical has hcen approved by the Director of 
the Office of Mi1nagcmcnt an<l Budget through November 30 , 1981 . 
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