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NOTICES AND AMENDMENTS·· _PUBLISHED DURING APRIL 

HM-99; Notice No . 72-3 (37 F . R. 6747 - 4/4/72) . This 
Notice proposes that provision be made for the 
shipment of certain gases in large cylinders or 
tubes mounted on a motor vehicle . Comment period 
closes July 11, 1972 . 

HM- 100; Notice No . 72-4 (37 F . R. 6871 - 4/5/72) . This 
Notice is a proposal to authorize shipment of 
ethylene oxide in insulated portable tanks and 
to upgrade specifications of tank cars author­
ized for ethylene oxide . Comment period to close 
July 18 , 1972 . 

HM-101 ; Notice No . 72-5 (37 F . R. 7104 - 4/8/72) . This 
Notice proposes specific detailed marking re ­
quirements and placing the name on the car of 
certain hazardous materials being transported by 
tank car . Closing date for comments is July 25, 
1972 . 

HM-57 ; Notice of Board Action (37 F . R. 8383 - 4/26/72) . 

May 1972 

The amendment published in HM-57 gave the compli­
ance date as October 1 , 1972 with effective date 
of December 31 , 1972 . This Notice of Board Action 
changes the compliance date to " immediate compli­
ance . " The effective date remains the same . 

The closing dates for filing comments in the following dockets 
fall during May : 

HM-97; Notice No . 72-1 -- May 31, 1972 
HM-98; Notice No . 72-2 -- May 23 , 1972 

Notice of Special Permits issued or denied during April 1972. 
(37 F . R. 9409 - 5/ 10 / 72). 



COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS 

To re t es t a c ylinder; to r e pair a cylinder; to r ebuild a cylin­
d e r -- What d o t he s e terms mean? 

RETEST : Sec t i on 173.34 (e ) (1 ) of the Hazard ou s Mate ria l s 
Regu la t ions s t ates : 

" ... retest must include a visual internal and external 
examination tog~ther with a test by interior hydrostatic 
pressure in a water jacket or other apparatus of suit­
able form for the determination of the expansion of the 
cylinder . The test apparatus must be approved as to 
type and operation by the Bureau of Explosives . The 
internal inspection may be omitted only for cylinders 
of the type and in the service described under subpara­
graphs (9) and { 10) of this paragraph ." (Emphasis 
added by underscoring . ) 

REPAIR: 

The definition is basically the same for all cylinders in 
the 3 , 4 and 8 series . Repair is made by welding or braz ­
ing . Repairs include attachment , replacement or removal 
of non-pressure parts * such as neck-rings , collars , foot­
rings and carrying handles. 

In the case of a cylinder originally manufactured by the 
welding process , the weld seam itself can be repaired by 
welding only . rf the cylinder was originally of brazed 
construction , it must be repaired by brazing only . See 
section 1 73 . 34 ( h) (DOT-3A , 3AA , 3B , 3C) and 173 . 34 (i) 
(DOT-4 series an a DOT- 8 series). 

*Not e : A non-pressure part is one that is not stressed 
in any way by the pressure of the cylinder contents . 

REBUILD : 

The only cylinders permitted to be rebuilt are DOT-4 series 
and DOT-8 series welded or brazed cylinders . Section 
173. 34 (L) (1) st.ates : 

"The replacement of a pressure part such as wall, 
heads , or bot.toms of cylinders or the replacement 
of the porous filling material, shall be considered 
as rebuilding- . 11 
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It should be noted that from time to time it might 
be necessary to replace a valve spud , flange, or 
fitting. Since these are pressure parts, their re­
placement would be considered as rebuilding. 

In the corning months, we will discuss: Who can perform retest, 
repair and rebuilding services, and how do you evaluate your 
supplier of the retest, repair, and rebuilding services . 

NEW EXPLOSIVES--REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

Shippers of explosives and related items are reminded of the 
requirements of 49 CFR 173.86, particularly the portion in para­
graph (a) that reads: 

"Except for shipme nts of sample quantities as provided 
for in this s e ction, a written notification of the 
classification and approval accompanied by a support­
ing laboratory r e port or e quivalent data must be filed 
with the De partment before the new explosive or explo­
sive de vic e is offe red for shipme nt." 

A number o f notifications have been received without all of the 
required data. The classification and approval letter, labora­
tory test r e ports, and cop i e s o f any r e ferenced documents must 
be s ubmitte d. In t he e v e nt no t e sting wa s involved, the entire 
packag e of data which was u sed in the evaluation to e s tablish 
the DOT clas s ification and d e scription must be submitted. 

SPECIAL PE RM I TS 

In the April i s sue o f the News l e tte r, emphasis wa s given to the 
require me nt s i n the DOT Regul a tions concerning r e lief devices. 
Since that t i me , two r e quests fo r a pproval, submitted to the 
Bureau o f Exp l os i ves i n a c cordanc e with 49 CF R 173.34 (d), have 
been de nied . In one instanc e , the c y l i nder was bei ng s hipped 
unde r specia l pe r mi t; the othe r was a cy l i nd e r un de r consider­
a t ion fo r a spec ia l permi t. In both cases , the r e liev ing 
d e v ice failed to prevent explosion of the charged cylinder i n 
a fire . 

Shippers of compressed gases should make sure they have the 
Bureau of Explosives ' app r oval on all safe t y devices bei ng u sed . 
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RADIOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE DURING RADIOACTIVE 
MATERIALS TRANSPORTATION INCIDENTS 

For many years the U. S. Atomic Energy Commission has admin­
istered a highly effective program for making radiological 
assistance available to any person during incidents involving 
radioactive materials . A great number of instances in which 
assistance has been provided have involved the transportation 
of radioactive material . In its administration of this pro­
gram , known as the "Radiological Assistance Plan ," the AEC 
maintains a 24 - hour response capability at eight of its 
regional operations offices . In many cases, through coordin­
ation by the AEC Field Office , the actual assistance may be 
provided by the nearest Department of Defense , State Health 
Department , or other local agency having a radiological mon ­
itoring capability . 

Although a great many of our readers may already be familiar 
with this AEC Radiological Assistance Plan , we are including 
a copy of the latest map of the AEC Regional Coordinating 
Offices and their geographical areas of responsibilities as 
well as their telephone numbers. We suggest that this map 
be distributed throughout your organization . 

Your attention is invited to a recent OHM rule making in 
49 CFR 171.15 and 171.16, Docket No . HM-36 , (36 F . R. 2100) , 
November 4 , 1971 , in which the transportation incident re ­
porting requirements for radioactive materials were clarified . 
In the explanatory discussion published with those amend­
ments , it was emphasized that the DOT require~ents for immed­
iate te l ephone and written reports of transportation incidents 
involving radioactive mater ial (SS 1 71 . 15 , 171 . 16) were not 
intended to replace or affect in any way the existing AEC 
Radiological Assistance Plan . That system continues to 
function as a means whereby any person may obtain qualified 
radiological monitoring assistance in emergencies . The 
DOT reporting requirements as yet do not serve as a direct 
means of providing emergency assistance or response . 
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W. J . Burns 
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*After June 4 , 1972 , this numbe r wil l be: 3 45-2200 . 
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