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How a Solo Librarian Plans on Transporting the
Oregon DOT History Center into the 21st Century

Expanding access to the largely physical Oregon Department of Transportation archival collections
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Oregon DOT Library established November 15, 1937

First librarian started in 1951

Accredited librarian position established in 2005

History Center merged into Library by 2015

Me: 6™ librarian, 2" accredited librarian, presumed first with
archivist background
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Oregon DOT
History
Center

* Murky background, but here’s what | know

o 1980s legislative mandate for state agencies
to maintain a history

= Potentially: ORS 358.635 to 358.653
o Historian hired
o History Committee created
o Collection created

* When History Center collection moved
over, it came with “General Files”
o Digital collection of various and sundry

documents like railroad agreements, right-
of-way (ROW) files, correspondence

* Physical indexes abound, all with slightly
different bits of information
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Agency Biennial Reports

Agency Newsletters

Highway Commission Meeting Minutes

Historic photos & files
R/W Maps and Files, Contracts & Plans
Agreements, Resolutions, Designations

Forest Highway Files

Oregon Laws & Blue Books

J48 "7 Historic Resources & Formats

Microfilm

Film reels

Tapes

CDs

DVDs

Floppy disks

Maps

Photographs

Slides

Negatives
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Personal move from Tennessee to Oregon

Library and History Center moved buildings

Back cataloging, publication requests

Literature searches and reviews

Influx of donation requests after move



PA
Dﬁ’f""‘ Tt

[_ Upon Arrival: Initial Challenges

\
SP ORT P"

Popularity rose after moving to the T-Building

Everything arranged broadly by location or subject

Shelf list indexes which no longer apply after the move

Physical files full of newspapers, staples, etc.

Online access limited and dispersed



Current Status: Construction Contract
Indexes
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Current Status: Physical File and

Title (Level 1)
astal

| L
Title ‘LMI 2)
Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw,

Title (Level 3)

Fublication Name

General File Indexes

Reference

Other Location |

i Cridoes Co “faguina River Bridge |
26 | Umpgua, Yaquina, (4 folders)
Bridges Coastal Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Rogue River (lzaac Lee Patterson
.ﬂ Umpgua, Yaguina, (4 folders) Memorial Bridge, Gold Beach) {
Bridges Coastal Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, |Alsea Bay Bridge Alsea Bay Bridge Clippings &
ﬁ Umpgua, Yaguina, (4 folders) [Clippings & Letters Letters
Bridges Coastal Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, |Alsea Bay Bridge Mitigation - Alzea Bay Bridge Alzo: Bridges-Coastal-
Umpgua, Yaguina, (4 folders) [(Waldport , Cregon Coast (new bridge) Alzea, Coos Bay,
Highway (2 folders) Siuslaw, Umpgua,
3] Yaguina (4 folders)
Bridges Coastal Alsea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, |Alsea Bay Bridge Fill Alsea Bay Bridge Fill Permit (new
i Umpgua, Yaguina, (4 folders) [Permit bridge )
Bridges Coastal Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, |Alsea Bay Bridge Alsea Bay Bridge Foundation
33 Umpgua, Yaguina, (4 folders) [Foundation
Bridges Coastal Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, |Alsea Bay Bridge Alzea Bay Bridge Interpretive
Umpgua, Yaguina, (4 folders) |Interpretive Center Center — info. From exhibits (new
34 bridge) 1988
B Bridges Coastal Alzea, Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Alsea Bay Bridge
Umpgua, Yaguina, Waldport, OR - Condition
35 McCulliough and Rating Report, 1984
B Bridges Coastal Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Umpgua Dedication of Coastal Bridges
ﬁ DEDICATION, 1835 (2) (Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Umpgua)
_ Bridges Coastal Rogue River Bridge — US 101 Izaac Lee Patterson Memorial
37 Bridge, Gold Beach
oo Briday L o L Bay Bridge
B FILE CODE FILE CODE NAME FILE NAME
E . 1918 Index e ACC 741 BOND ISSUES - HIGHWAY OTIA. |, OTIA I, OTIA N
e . T | ADM 8-1-1 TRAVEL SERVICES - EMPLOYEE TRAVEL | PER DIEM POLICIES
40
TR I==—-—— | AGR1 AGREEMENTS - POLICIES & PERSONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS
E5N Brid red Bridges
EdBridoed s Brege o2 PROCEDURES
Bridg r e Travel
1 1918 Index peon Caunc g | COM 1 TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION - GENERAL (YEARLY FILES)
o . X . [ in fustoricat marks POLICIES & PROCEDURES
43 I— Copi £ tings of Highway Commission
W=  ° Oopies of meetime ey COM 1 TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION - INTERIM TASK FORCE
il 5ridges /4  Correspondence with State Highway Commission POLICIES & PROCEDURES
CON 8 BICYCLE TRAILS - CONSTRUCTION GENERAL (YEARLY FILES)
5 Benson, S., Chairman CON 8-1 BICYCLE TRAILS - RULES
. CON 8-2 BICYCLE TRAILS - LOCATION PACIFIC COAST BICYCLE/HOSTEL ROUTE
6 Thoupson, . L. CON 8-2-1 BICYCLE TRAILS - COUNTY ROADS GENERAL (YEARLY FILES)
7 Adams, E. J CON 8-2-2 BICYCLE TRAILS - HIGHWAYS A-Z
> CON 8-2-2 BICYCLE TRAILS - HIGHWAYS BEAVERTON-TIGARD SECONDARY - HALL |
A Booth, R. A WASHINGTON SOIIARF
, - -
a8 Attorney Genersl
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e Required lengthy, in-person-only research appointments

A Applicable information not always found

Time constraints
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X Time consuming!
lili Constant balancing with library duties

Q Difficult to locate applicable resources

it People get handsy with the materials
§ Massive amount to process
= Workforce limited (solo librarian)
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TAKE TIME TO UNDERSTAND THE DEVELOP PRACTICAL SHORT- AND

COLLECTION LONG-TERM GOALS TO MAKE
ACCESS TO RESEARCH EASIER

AGILE MINDSET, SMALL WINS,
STEADY PROGRESS
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Update website

e Ongoing
e Research request form

Digital access

e Finding aids/research guides
e Repository (LONG term goal)

Collections arranged and described

* Processed to remove problematic materials (acidic
documents, metal clips and staples, etc.)

e Boxed and labelled
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* Visual barriers & sighage to
reduce unrestricted access

* Online research guides for most
frequent research requests

* Processing while researching

* Research request form

Making it happen: Easy Wins
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Research guide for highway research

Help for dispersed records

Oregon Coast Highway is boxed

Still needs a finding aid

Folder processed as they get pulled
for preliminary research

ODOT History

HUMAN RESOURCES

Career Opportunities
Explore Employee Benefits
Job Application Guide
Glenn Jackson Scholarship
Program

EQUAL ACCESS
Accessibility at ODOT
Diversity and Inclusion

Title VI: Non-Discrimination

ODOT History

Centennial Celebrations

Contact
Amanda J. Carter. MSIS

ODOT Librarian

In 2013, the Oregon Department of Transportation celebrated its 100th anniversary.
During that “century of service,” the department has seen dramatic changes in the way
we travel and the routes we travel on. From horse-drawn road scrapers to today's
computer-operated machinery and solar highways, the people, events and technology
that have molded the paths we've taken each have a unique story to tell.

Join us to explore some glimpses into our Oregon fransportation history collection!

Oregon Transportation History Research

While most of our history collection is not digitized but is accessible in-person by
appointment, there are some digital options that may aid you in your online research.
For history of our state highways, start with this handy highway research guide:
Researching State Highways with ODOT.

Please review this document prior to requesting an appointment for research:
Requesting a Research Appointment with ODOT Library and History Center.

For location and hours, please see the ODOT Library home page

R, 971-701-0709 (Cell)
& _ODOT Library,

Horse teams, Toothrock Viaduct
Columbia River Highway, 1915

CONTACTS

Ask ODOT

Agency [ o\\OEPAer.g\
& %
&
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Researching Oregon State Highways

Are you interested in the history of state roads in Oregon? Good news! We have digital
access available for many of the records. Follow the steps below to start your research and
find digitally available documents. Also included are instructions for records that may not
be digitally accessible.

Step 1: Read through our History of State Highways in
Oregon publication

Start here: History of State Highways in Oregon

This document provides a timeline of state highways in Oregon. Itincludes references to
documents that record and further expand on the history of each highway. |

Please note that this guide is specific to state highways so it will not have a history of local
or county roads. You will need to contact your county records office for that information.




Making it happen:
Leverage Available Help

* Digitizing items with limited
physical accessibility

United States Department of Transportation

Bureau of Transportation Statistics

National Transportation Library

National Transportation Library | LibGuides /| NTKN | TPF-5(442) Transportation Research and Connectivity Pooled Fund Study ' Home

de Search

TPF-5(442) Transportation Research and Connectivity Pooled Fund Study: Home

mm White Paper Digitization Section 508/Accessibility

About the Pooled Fund Study

This LibGuide serves as the repository for infggg#fion and deliverables produced by TPF-5(442) Transportation Research and Connectivity Pooled Fund Study. You can find information on the pooled
fund, its history. and objectives on the Ag#®t page. Additional links above provide information on objectives and pooled fund products that are currently completed or in the process of being

completed. Sections are brokegg®n in the following way:

Toolkit: This sectiog ains information about an updated Transportation Library Toolkit created by CTC & Associates. This toolkit provides guidance on a number of topics on library best practices,
including collgg®®n development, copyright information, Section 508, Digitization, Qutreach, and more.

trce Guides: This section contains resource guides on topics identified by the pooled fund resource guide committee. New guides are created periodically, as selected by the committee.

White Paper: This section contains documents related to a synthesis of practice on transportation libraries, including a review of current practices and suggestions for future directions. Topics covered

by the synthesis include providing library services without a library, agency leadership and partners, and preparing for the future.

508/Accessibility: This section contains documents related to Section 508/Accessibility standards to assist in remediation efferts of documents for Section 508 compliance. Documents include a 508-
Compliant Research Report Template in MS Word, Guidelines for Preparing 508-Compliant Research Reports, Section 508 Sample Contract Language, and further Section 508 Accessibility

Guidance.

TRANSPORTATION

research and connectivity
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Libra
Q E ;t t Record copies of the public meetings of the Oregon State Highway Commission
-q’v a u S can be found at the Oregon State Archives, although ODOT maintained an office
SPDR1 copy of the minutes on microfilm. The minutes from the years 1913-1937, 1962-

1974 and 1981-1982 were digitized as part of an earlier project and are listed
below. The remaining minutes - through 1994 - were digitized by the Internet

Archive through a pooled fund study, and are linked at the bottom of this section.
The text of the minutes is searchable, but the older typewritten pages, combined

“‘;BEPMI

T Oregon Department of Transportation Library

b3fik ""°°*  Materials provided by the Oregon Department of Transportation Library.

with the microfilming process, creates some problems with text recognition.

Li

Wsporit

For a chronological list of links to these minutes, check out the new research
guide: Oregon State Highway Commission Meeting Minutes.

Collection  About

Search
641 resuits )
@® Search metadata 1 9 1 1 2 E‘r 1 52
':-‘ Search text contents
Year Published W OEPARy,
n II n § Sortby:  Weekly views ~  Title  Dale published ~  Creator ‘UOO "%P,\
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LibranylServices
Part Of O“DF.PAR);,’@ O“oEPARr% ARCHIVE a%,? {\Oa
* g b e e VsporTH
I [

TPF-5(442) Transportation
Research and Connectivity
Pooled Fund Study Digitization
Project
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eBooks and Texs
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Historic Oregon State Highway
Commission Meeting Minutes, 1913 - 1994
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§ %
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INTERNET

INTERNET

Oregon Department of Oregon Department of Oregon Department of Sixth Biennial Report of Oregon Department of

Media Type Transportation Agency Transportation Biennial Transportation the Oregon State Transportation
Newsletters 1976-2003 Reports Construction Contracts Highway Commission... Instruction Manuals an...
0o texs 636 by Oregon Department Ove view
[ @ collection 5 of Transportation
307 items 30 items 267 items 12 items
=] =] B e K w g= . .
Year 12.6 gigabyles 16.8 gigabyles 327.9 gigabytes 23 0 0 2.7 gigabytes History of Collection

The Oregon State Highway Commission was established by Oregon Law on February 28,
1913 (OR 1913 c. 339). The purpose of the commission was to oversee the construction of
state roads. Within the same new law, the commission was required to appoint a State
Highway Engineer who would be required to make regular reports to the commission. By
June of 1913, the state engineer began meeting with and reporting to the commission. The
minutes of those commission meetings have now been digitized.




Making it happen: Take the time to do it right

Mid-term goal: Inventory entire collection

Ultimate goal: Digital access to an overview
finding aid for entire collection so
researchers can specify their access needs.
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Process Requires =

® Vision »{  Patience

Q, Diligence / Adaptability




Questions?

Amanda J. Carter, MSIS

Oregon Department of Transportation Library
(971) 701-0709

ODOTLibrary@ODOQOT.Oregon.gov

Alsea Highway, Lincoln Co. 1929-32 HP-194 #410


mailto:Amanda.J.Carter@odot.oregon.gov
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