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The ETEB studied possible ways the 737 rudder system could malfunction, however
remote such failures might be. The team then confirmed their analysis through
component tests, integrated systems evaluations and flight tests with an actual Boeing
737 on loan from Purdue University.

The FAA previously ordered several other design changes that have increased the safety
level of the 737 rudder system. All U.S. registered 737s now have improved rudder
power control units, a more reliable yaw damper mechanism and a hydraulic pressure
reducer that helps pilots maintain control if the rudder makes unintended movements.

A summary of the ETEB report is available on the FAA Public Affairs website at;
http://www.faa.gov/newsroom.htm
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recent national audit is focusing on records at over 50 U.S. airports. Over 12,000 employment
history records have been reviewed. When discrepancies are found, the airport is required to
reissue all airport identification badges.

The FAA modified the employment history verification rule in 1998, requiring industry to
perform self-audits. Following extensive consultation with industry on implementation of the
rule, the FAA amended airport and airline security programs to mandate specific audit
requirements effective May 3 1. The self-audits must randomly select a set percentage of
employee files to be examined and re-verified. The first round of self-audits must be
completed by June 2001.

The FAA also has new regulations that will allow the agency to take enforcement action
against individuals who violate the rules. The FAA will be able to fine an employee who fails
to comply with the employment history verification procedures or is negligent in following
procedures in secure areas.

The FAA requires airports to maintain a minimum of 95 percent accountability of airport-
issued security identification cards. When an airport’s rate falls below 95 percent, it must
revalidate or re-issue every security identification badge. Since February, the FAA has
audited airport identification cards at 32 airports, examining over 19,000 badges. When
discrepancies have been found, airports have had to take immediate corrective action. Under
a new rule, airports and air carriers will be required to retrieve expired badges, report lost or
stolen badges, and perform periodic audits to ensure the badges are controlled.
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Under the law both before and after enactment of AIR-21, PFCs are imposed based on the
number of departures by the passenger. with a maximum imposition of two PFCs, for one-way
flights and four PFCs for roundtrip itineraries.
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Rooms have been reserved in the name of OpEval-2 at the Hyatt Regency in Louisville at a rate
of $105 per night beginning October 29. The phone number for the Hyatt is 1-800-233-1234 or
502-587-3434.
Media planning to attend should call Kathryn Creedy. 202-267-3462.
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These rules are also notable for the speed with which they were developed. Meeting a
six-month deadline imposed by Congress for the publication of the Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking on RLVs was the first step in the process. The second step was getting the
three final rules completed before the end of Fiscal Year 2000, as Associate
Administrator Smith had committed to congressional authorizers. This final rule was
completed before the Sept. 30 deadline, but publication in the Federal Register was held
up by the year-end rush of rules, announcements and other notifications arriving at the
publication.
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FAA said the lessons it has learned during the audit will enable it to improve its oversight
of all manufacturers.
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