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FAA Launche Fir t Oc anic Data Link erv1ce O r tlantic 

WA HJ GTO - [n a move that increases the safety and efficiency of oceanic air trav I, the 
Federal A iation Administration (FAA) has initiated u e of electronic air/ground communication 
services for aircraft operating over th Atlantic Ocean. The same syst m has b en operating for 
aircraft flying o r Pacific Ocean airspace for more than a year. 

h F ·s ew York Air Traffic Control Center began initial operations in March ofth ulti­
ector Oceanic Data Link ystem. which provides a means for air traffic controllers to have two­

way electronic communications with aircraft equipp d with data link. hist chnology is 
designed to liminate the need for voice communication between data link-equipped aircraft and 
air traffic controller improving the reliability and timeliness of m ssage d livery. 

In conjunction ith aircraft equipped with the Future ir avigation ystem F -- an 
int mational standard for a ionics that are compliant with Oceanic Data Link), the Oceanic Data 
Links stem provide a means to automatically check pending clearance for conflicts. while 
allowing the flight crews to automatically load flight clearances they have received into the 
aircraft's Flight Management ystem. The Oceanic Data Link ystem also provides the 
controller ith an integrated interface to the flight data processor and addresses the existing 
high frequency communications problems with aircraft, such as fr quency congestion. 
transcription errors. and lack of timeline s. 

Oceanic contr llers began using the system in limited operations at a sing! sector in arch 
_000 . As control) rs become mor familiar with Oceanic Data Link. operation will expand to 
include full system capabilities. Full operations are planned at all aribbean sectors later this 

1::ar. Once full operations in the aribbean are in effect. operation of the sy tern will tran ition 
to ew York· • orth tlantic sectors. 

ther orth tlanti air traffic service pro iders are planning the initiation of F -based data 
link trials later thi year. ew York's early lead in those efforts will bt: important in the 
rea li zation of the ~oal o f n earn le data link opcrati n in tlantic air ·pa e. 

II#~ 
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FAA ame te en Wallace Director of Accident In estiga tion 

W H OTO - The Federal Aviation dministration (FA ) has named 24-year F veteran 
teven B. Wallace as director of the a0 ency's Office of Accident Investigation effective next 

momh. • 

In his new position, Wallace will oversee all F A aircraft accident in estigations.and all 
activities related to the ational Transportation afety Board. The Office of Accident 
Investigation examines aviation accidents and incidents to detect unsafe conditions and trends 
and to coordinate any necessary corrective actions. 

From 1991 until assuming his new responsibilities Wallace was the FAA s senior representative 
at the U .. embassy in Rome. Hes rved as the principal FAA contact for civil aviation 
authorities .. diplomatic missions and the aviation industry in a 29-country geographic area 
spanning entral Europe, the editerran an and parts of the Middle East. 

During the period 1984-91, Wallace v as manager of the standards staff in the F 's Transport 
Airplane Directorate in eattle. Heh aded a staff of engineers, paratechnicaJ specialists and 
writers who were responsible for developing regulatory requirements and guidance for 
certification of transport aircraft, and for certification of foreign-manufactured transports for the 
U . . market. 

Wallac began his F career in I 976 as an attorney in the agency s Eastern Region couns rs 
office in w York. In 1979 he mo ed to the orthw st Mountain counsel's office in eattl 

here the emphasis of his legal ork shift d from aviation enforcement to issues related to 
certi fi ation and manufacturing of transport aircraft. 

Wallace holds a Bach lor of cience Degr e in P ychology from pringfield allege. 
pringfield. Mass. and a Juris Doctor Degree from t. John' University chool of Law, e, 

York. He is admined to legal practic before the w York Bar and federal court . 

-- more --



Wallace has been n licensed pilot since 1977. I le currently holds a commercial pilot ·s licen!>e 
with multiengine and instrument ratings. He is married wi1h two children. 

Wallace comes from an aviation family. His father flew as a Pan American Airways caprnin on 
the full line of Douglas aircraft from the DC•J through 1he DC-8. and on the Boeing 
Stratocruiscr. His mother was Pan American ·s first female celestial navigation instructor. a 
position she earned in 1942. 

### 
An electronic: v<!rsion of this news release is availuhle 1•it1 the 

World Wide Web al h11p:llwww.faa.gov 
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F Tap John Thornton to Head Fre Flight Pha e 2 

W H G - peaking at th Global ir & pace _000 confer nee in Crystal ity. Va., 
Federal viation Administration ( AA) Administrator Jane F. Garvey today announced that she 
has named John F. Thornton to dir ct r light Pha e __ whjch will build on the uccesses of 
the Free Flight Phas I program and introduce n \ capabilities from 2001 through 2005. 

In his new po ition, Thornton will ov rsee g ographic xpan ion of the Pha e 1 el ment --
Traffic Management d i or, passive Final Approach pacing Tool. User Reque t aluation 
Tool, urface Movement d isorand ollaborativ Deci ion Making. Both phases of the 
program fcatur comput r hardware and oft\ are mod mization tools designed to pr vid early 
measUJable benefits to contrail rs and airlines. 

Thornton al o v ill direct d elopm nt and deplo ment of se eral n w Free Flight capabilities. 
ollaborativc Routing Coordination To I is as t of automation capabilities that valuate the 

impact of traffic flow manag m nt r routing stra1egies. High Altitud Air pace oncept will 
add sector above 35,000 feet to F air route traffic control centers that do not now ha e th m. 
Phase 2 al o-.: ill assume responsibilit for the F -indu try effort to implement ontroller-
Pilot Data Link ommunications ( PDL ) t chnol gy. Thornton will report t Charles Keegan, 
director of the Free Flight program offi . 

Pri r to hi appointm nt, Thornton had been communications manager in th Free flight Phas 
program since its inception in July 1998. From 1997 until that time. hes r ed in arious 
p si1ions ith the F 's ir Traffic Requiremen s rv1ce. 

From 199- to 1997. Thornton was the senior legi lati e rcpre ntati e for the ationa! Parks and 
on ervation ssociation PC ). ·h political ad ocate for the nation' n tional parks stem. 

Hi responsibilities at P includ d fi dcral budget and appropriati n pro es es, the Clean 1r 
ct. and nati na! parks in the southeastern and outhwestem nited tatt: . 

-m r -
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During the period 1983-95. Thornton played a key role in reorganizing the f AA' s new controller 
workforce after President Reagan fired striking air trarfic controllers. He was instrumental in tht.: 
establishment of the new National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA), where he 
served for more than 10 years in various executive positions -- as national coordinator, executive 
director and senior director of legislative affairs. Thornton also served as an AFL-CfO special 
envoy to Russia in 1992. 

In 1973, Mr. Thornton joined the FAA as an air traffic control specialist at Washington National 
Airport, where he qualified as a control tower operator and as a radar controller in the Terminal 
Radar Approach Control (TRACON) facility. He began his career as a U.S. Air Force air traffic 
controller in 1965. He qualified as a control tower operator and as a radar controller at various 
air bases during his 8-year military commitment. 

Thornton received a bachelor of science degree in political science from LaSalle Universitv in . . 
Philadelphia. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via the 

World Wide Web ar h11p:l/www.Jaa.gov 
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Media Advi ory: TIME CH GE -- EgyptAir 990 Tape R lea e 

ote time change from I :00 p.m. to 11:00 a.m .) 

W SHI GTO - On Tuesday, fay 16, at 11:00 a.m. EDT the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) will release the air traffic control tape and transcript associated with the 
accident involving EgyptAir 990, a Boeing 767 that crashed into the Atlantic Ocean off 

antucket Island Mass., on October 31, 1999. The FAA will release the tape without comment 
since the ational Transportation Safety Board is still investigating the accident. 

. 
The audio tape will be played in Conference Room 9 -B on the ninth floor of FAA 
Headquarters, 800 independence ve. S.W. Running time of the tape is approximately one 
hour 20 minutes. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via the 

World Wide Web at http://www.faa.gov/apulprlinJex.cfm 
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F I ues Emeroency Order on Boeino 767 nderwing Bolt 

W SHINGTO - Toe Federal Aviation dministration (FAA) yesterday ordered operators of 
Boeing 767 airplanes to inspect bolts used in the underwing fittings that attach the strut and 
engine to the wing. The inspections must be performed within five or IO days depending on the 
airplane s production date. 

The emergency Airworthiness Directive (AD) is based on one report of one cracked and two 
fractured bolts on a Boeing 767-200 airplane. The damage is attributed to stress corrosion in the 
bolt material, H-11 steel. 

The AD requires operators to perform a one-time inspection to determine whether H-11 steel 
bolts have been installed in the underwing fittings of both struts. IfH-11 bolts are installed or if 
the bolt type cannot be determined, operators must perform repetitive ultrasonic inspections 
every 300 flight cycles or 500 flight hours, whichever occurs later. If the inspections detect any 
cracking or fracturing the operator must replace both bolts with new improved bolts. An 
operator may forego the inspections if the bolts are replaced. 

The AD affects 230 aircraft worldwide 120 of which are registered in the United tates. 
Operators include Airborne Express American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Trans World Airlines 
United Airlines US irways and United Parcel Servic . The operators have already begun 
inspections based on the information provided by the manufacturer and the F 

The total cost to U.S. operators for the one-time inspection is estimated at $36,000, $300 per 
airplane. Operators are required to report their findings to the F . The agency may tak 
additional action if necessary. 

The AD will be posted on the F 's web site at: http://av-info.faa._o /ad/ad.htm. 
### 

An electronic ver ion of thi new release is available via the 
World Wide Web at http://wwwJaa.gov/apalprlindex.cJm 
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FAA Award Grant for the Development of 
Low-Co t Explo ives Detection Sy terns 

WA HINGTO -The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) announced today that it has 
awarded three companies grants totaling about $8.6 mill ion to develop explosives detectors that 
will cost much less than current devices but have the same high detection and low false-alarm 
rates. These systems will be used to scan checked baggage at smaller air carrier station that 
don't need the high baggage-processing rate of current systems. 

' afety is President Clinton's and Vice President Gore's high st transportation priority,' U. 
Transportation ecretary Rodney E. Slater said. "These new systems will protect the traveling 
public by providing state-of-the-art, cost-effective explosives detection systems.' 

'Our current certified systems are built to handle peak passenger loads at busy airports and they 
cost about $1 million apiece " said Cathal L. Flynn, FAA' s associate administrator for civil 
aviation security. 'To save taxpayers' money and reduce the ultimate cost to passengers, we're 
looking for systems that don't necessarily handle as many bags per hour and cost onJy around 
$300,000. If industry can meet this demand we'll be able to provide sophisticated security 
equipment to smaller air carrier stations across the nation." 

The grants announced today will provide $7.5 million to In Vision Technologies Inc. of ewark 
Calif.· $757 432 to L-3 Commurucations of ew York City· and 313,309 to PerkinElmer Inc. of 
Wellesley Mass.· for the delivery of prototypes within 15 months. The grant project is designed 
to expedite the development of low-cost certified explosives detection systems. There are at least 
100 smaller air carrier stations where the new systems would be appropriate. By deploying the 
new cheaper systems at these sites, the government expects to save a minimum of 60 million in 
initial costs, in addition to substantially reducing air carriers' costs for maintenance. 

- more -



The FAA has already deployed 93 of the larger, faster certified explosives detection systems and 
plans to deploy 24 more by Sept. 30, 2000. L-3 Communications and In Vision Technologies Inc. 
are presently the only two vendors producing systems that meet FAA certification standards. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via.the 

World Wide Web at hup://wwwjaa.gov/apalpr/index.cfm 
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MEDI DI ORY 
ommercial pace Tran portation Ad i ory Committee eetino 

WA HlNGTO - The Comm rciaJ pace Transportation d i ory ommittee (COM T ) 
will meet W dnesday, May 31 2000 in the B ssie oleman onference Center at the Federal 
Aviation Administration (F ) Headquarters building, 00 Ind pendence venue, .W., 
Washington, D. ., from 8:00 a.m. to I :00 p.m. OM T an industry-led group advises the 
FAA and Departm nt of Transportation on commercial space transportation i sues. 

te en H. Flajser. OM TA chair and ic president, spac syst ms, at Loral pace and 
ommunications Ltd., ill present op ning remarks at 8:30 a.m. FAA associat administrator 

for commercial space transportation ( T) Patricia Grace mith, whose office has fi deral 
o ersight of the nation's commercial space industry will report on A T activitie since the fall 

OM T C meeting. 

Other pr senters at the m eting are: 

• ric tern r staff dir ctor. House c1enc ommit1 e ubcommitte n pace and 
Aeronautics and Flo d De hamps of the nate ommerce Committee ubcommittee on 

ci nc T chnology and pace, ill pres nt an update on legislativ is ues on Capitol Hill of 
int rest to the commercial space indu try; 

• Edward .. Pete" ldridge Jr., ill report on the Defense cience Board Ta ·k Force stud : 

• Tom Rogers. chief ngineer, pac Tran portation s ociation, ill pro id an hist rical 
o erview of commercial spac tran p rtation~ and 

• Daniel Oumbacher. A's Marshall pa Flight ent r. will r port on r ' s pace 
transportation initiati e. 

-m re-



There also wil I be reports on the CO MST AC working groups - Technology nnd Innovation, 
Resusable Launch Vehicles. Risk Management and Launch Operations. 

### 
An elew·onic version of this news release is uvailahle Pia the 

World Wide Wch at h11p:/lwww.faa.gov/apalprlindex.c.:fin 
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Media Advi ory: la ka 261 Tape Rel a e 

WA Hr TO - On W dne day May 24, at 10:00 a.m. DT, the Federal Aviation 
Administration (·A ) will release the air traffic control tapes and transcript a sociated with the 
a cident involving Alaska 261. a Bo ing MD-83 that crashed into the Pacific Ocean off Point 

ugu alif., on January I. 2000. The FAA will relea the tape without comm nt, sine the 
ational Transp rtation afety Board is still investigating the accid nt. 

The audiotape will be played in Confer nee Ro m 9 -8 on the ninth floor of F Headquarters, 
00 Indep ndence ve., .W. Running time of the tapes is approximately t o hours. 40 

minutes. Only credential d m dia repre ntatives will be admitted to this e ent. 

### 
An electronic version of I his ne\ s re lea e i available via the 

World Wide Web at h1tp:/lwww.faa.gov/apalpr/index.cfm 
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Media Advi ory: Ala ka 261 Tape Relea e 

W SHI GTO - On W dntsday, ay 24 at 10:00 a.m. OT, the Federal A iation 
Administration (FAA) will rel ase the ai r traffic control tapes and tran cripts associated with the 
accid nt involving laska 261, a Bo ing MD-83 that crashed into the Pacific Ocean off Point 

ugu, Calif., on January 31, 2000. Th F A ill release the tape with ut comment. sine the 
ational Transportation afet Board is still investigating the accident. 

The audiotape will be played in onference Room 9A-B on the ni nth floor of FA Headquarters 
800 Indep nd n e. .W. Running time of the tap s is approximately two hours, 40 
minut s. Only credential d media repres ntatives will be admitted to this event. 

### 
An electronic ver ion of thi ne, s release is available via the 

World Wide Web at h11p:/lww1,11.faa.gov/apa/prlindex.cfin 
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tatement on Land and Hold hort Operation 

W H G O - The Federal Aviation d.ministration will delay implem nting chang s to an 
air traffic control procedure that has been safely in use for over 30 years. While we continue to 
work with aviation operators and pilot groups on how toe pand the us of Land and Hold hort 
Operations (LAHSO), th current LAH O procedures will remain in ffect. 

L H O is a procedure that has b en u ed safely inc 1968. se of th proc dure increase 
airport capacity at busy airports b allowing aircraft to land and stop on long runways before an 
inters ction with anoth r run ay. topping hort allows the air traffic controll r to have another 
aircraft take off or land on the int rsecting runway. LAH O has b en refined through years of 
op rational experience and cooperation among th FA , airlines, pilots and ontrollers. 

The F , ith the airlines, airline pilots and others, will conduct flight simulator modeling of 
aircraft performance, under sp cific runway configurations and eather, to en ure the very high 
level of safety is maintained as e move forward\: ith xpanding the L H procedure. 

There i no change in the long-standin rule that pilots always may accept or refu a cl aranc 
to land and hold hort. 

### 
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AA Finalize In ulation Replacement Rule 

W H OTO -The Federal Aviation dministration (F today issu d final rules ord ring 
operator of 719 Boeing MD-80, MD-88. 0-90, DC- IO and MD-11 aircraft to r place 
insulation blankets cover d with metalized Mylar. he agency proposed the rules last ugust to 
minimize the risk of fire spreading aboard these types of aircraft. 

Today's Ai~ orthiness Directives require operators to determine wh ther their planes have 
metalized Mylar-covered insulation mat rial and where, then replace them with new insulation 
blankets within five years. Replacem nt materials must meet the F 's new fl::une propagation 
tandard, which i based on an American ociety for Testing and aterials flammability 

standard. 

"The risk of fire aboard lh se aircraft is very low, but this is a prudent action to take to raise the 
bar on safety.'' said F Administrator Jan F. Garv y. 

The F is going beyond the current acceptable le el of safety and is proposing an even high r 
standard for testing insulation on all new aircraft. The new test standard was develop d by th 
F ith input from orld-renm n d fire exp rts. The a ency plans to issu a propo al for all 
n aircraft soon. Whil other insulation material in the current . . fleet are safe, tests show 
that metalized Mylar falls far below th new te t tandard. 

Th F continues to work clo el ilh 1he international aviation c mmunity through the 
[nt mational ircraft Materials Fire Te t Working Group on the new te t standard for aircraft 
in ulation. In addition, the F and B eing ar studying procedures for flight ere s to follow in 
the rar event of smok in the airplane to make sure the proc dures are correct and proper!. 
prioritized. 

-more-



Today order affects 719 U.S.-registered aircraft; the worldwide neet numbers approxim::uely 
1,500. U.S. operators include: AJaska Airlines, American Airlines. Boeing, Continental Airlines. 
Delta Air Lines. Federal Express, Frontier Airlines, Midwest Express. Northwest Airlines. Spirit 
Airlines, Trans World Airlines. US Airways and World Airways. 

The estimated cost to U.S. operators to replace insulation in all thes e;: models of aircraft is 
approximately $368.4 million. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via the 

World Wide Web at h11p:/lwlvwfaa.gov/apalprlindex.cfm 
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e, Equipment Help F \ Reduce Weather Delay 

WA H GTO - The F ederaJ Aviation Administration (F ) today announced operational use 
of a new tool designed to help reduce delays at major airport in the northea tern part of the U . . 

Installation of the Departure pacing Program (D P) is one of the first mil tones in th pring 
2000 Initiative. announced in arch by President Clinton and U .. Transportation ecretary 
Rodney E. later. The aim of the initjative, part of the President's "peopl fi r t" agenda. is to 
pro ide better service to airline customers by encouraging the F and the airline industry to 
keep passengers moving despite severe weather. 

"D P will help the airlines provid better service for passengers while at the same time maintain 
the h.ighest standards of safety." said dministrator Jane F. Garve ." This is one of the decision 
support tools we feel will greatly enhanc information sharing and system performance " 

D P is a coordination and planning tool that uses pertinent air traffic information from airports 
equipped with the system, along with other information from filed flight plans. to coordinate 
departures by spacing aircraft more e enly. Thi allows the best use of existing capacity. 
expediting the flow of air traffic while minimizing delays. The tool has been in use at 
LaGuardia. Kennedy, ewark and Philadelphia airport towers and in radar control facilities in 
the ew York area since pril 2000. 

The D P enables air traffic controllers to ork more efficiently with traffic mana~t·mcnt 
coordinators to better u e existing capacity for departing aircraft. sing D P controllers can 
coordinate rerouting to a oid se ere weather and reduce lhe need for voice comtrrnniuit i n 
between air traffic control facilitie b providing flight plan infom1ati n and rep0lt~. 

-more-
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In lhe future, this system will be expanded to allow the FAA Air Traffic Control System 
Command Center in Herndon. Va. to facilitate the flow of traffic into and out of all of the 
northeast U.S. airports to maximize usc of available airspace. A future enhancement of DSP will 
include historical trend analysis. 

Computer Sciences Corporation developed the system. 

:,#;f 

An c/cctromc version vf this news release 1s uvarlablc vra lht! 
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F Refine International afety Pro0 ram 

W 1--HNGTO - Th Fed ral viation dmini tration (F today announc d that it s 
changing the categories used in its Int mational viation afet . ss ssm nt (1 ) program to 
rate a foreign civil aviation authority s ability to meet international aviation safety standard . s 
of May 25, the agency mo ed from a thr e- to a two-category rating system. 

ince eptember I 994, the FA has pro ided the pub! ic with safety information about countries 
with air carriers that operate to the United tat s. Foreign civil aviation authoritie . not 
individual airlines. are assessed for adherence to International i ii viation Organization 
(IC 0) a iation safety standards. I AO, the United ations' technical agency for aviation, 
establishes international standards and recom.m nded practices for aircraft operations and 
maintenance. 

··By working in coop ration with the international aviation community, the I program 1s 

producing real impro ements to a iation afet ' said F dmini trat r Jan F. Garve . " ince 
the program began in 199-, 16 countries have mo ed from a conditional or unacceptable rating 
to Category I . ,. 

ntil no , the F has used thre categories to rate a country: (l) ace ptable (2) conditional and 
C') unacceptable. 

Countries in at gori s 2 and did not m et international tandards. at gory 2 a 
distinguished from ategory 3 b the fact that, at the time of th a s s ment. an air carrier from 
the ategory 2 country was providing air er ice to the nited late . Countri sin the former 

ateg ry I v ill remain ategory I. ountrie in the fonner at gori s _ and "' \ ill be laced in 
the n \ ategory 2. The F i changing th categories to diminat any confusion from ha mg 
t, different categories that address non- ompliance ith I A tandards. 

- mor -



IASA ratings will now be as follows: 

• Category l , Does Comply with ICAO Stand ards: A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been founJ to ltcense and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with !CAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category 2, Does ot Comply with ICAO Standards : FAA inspectors assess a civil 
aviation authority and find areas that do not meet JCAO standards. This rating applies ir the 
country: lacks laws or regulations in accordance with [CAO standards; lacks the tec-hni ra l 
expertise or resources to license or oversee air carriers; does not have adequately tra1neJ and 
qualified technical personnel; does not provide adequate rnspcctor guidance for eMorcement 
and compliance with ICAO standards: or has insufficient documentation and records and 
inadequate ongomg oversight of air carriers. 

Countries in Category 2 with existing operations to the United States will only be permitted to 
continue operations at current levels under heightened FAA surveillance. New services may only 
be added if aircraft are wet-leased from a U.S. carrier or a carrier autJ1orizcd by a Category 1 
country. Carriers that do not have air carrier service to the United States will not be permitted lo 

commence service while in Category 2, except by using wet-leased aircrnfl. 

TI1ere are l 05 countries participating in the IASA program. To date, 95 assessments have been 
completed: 10 are pending. The FAA will conduct biennial reassessments for those countries 
with air carrier service to the United States. 

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by providing 
technical expertise. assistance with inspections. and trainjng courses. Working with !CAO, the 
FAA hopes to continue to assist countries that have Category 2 ratings. 

The FAA 's policy statement on changes to the IASA program wns published in the May 25th 
Federal Register. Comments may be provided to the FAA. 

Travelers may call 1-800-F AA-SURE ( 1-800-322-7873) to obtain a summury statement about 
the foreign civil aviation authority assessment results. Visit the FAA· s I/\ SA web site m 
www foa.gov/avr/ iasa/index.htm. 

### 
An elecfl•onic version of this neivs rellfCJSe is m1oi/able via thf! 
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Media Advi ory 

W HI GTO - The F d ral Aviation Admini trati n (F ) " ill hold a media briefing toda 
at noon to di cuss the re ult of a recent nati nal afety in pe tion of la ka irlines. 

Th off-camera, on-th -record briefing will b h Id at F Headquarters (800 Independenc 
venue, W Room 9 B) and will be conducted by ick Lacey. director, Flight tandards 
ervice. His remarks will be limited to th inspection findings and proposed FAA actions. He 

will not comment on the ongoing ational Transportation afety Board investigation of the 
Alaska irlines Flight 261 accident. 

ccredited media only are in ited to att nd. Rep rt rs out ide the Wa hington. D. . area may 
Ii ten t th briefing and ask question ia tel ph n . Interested out-of-town r porter should call 

Ii on Duquette or Paul Takemoto for the teleph n number. 

### 
. In electronic er.sion of this media advisory is available via the 

World Wide Web at hlfp:/1} 11·w.ftw.govlapalprli11clex.cf111 
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Contact: Paul Takemoto 

Alison Duquene 
Phone: 202-267-3462 

FAA Propose to u pend Alaska Airline ' Heavy Maintenance Authority 

W SHINGTO - The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today proposed to suspend 
Alaska Airlines authority to conduct heavy maintenance. This action stems from a national 
safety inspection conducted by the F that found that the airline s overall system for 
monitoring maintenance procedures failed to meet federal standards. 

The inspection was prompted by the Jan. 31 accident of Alaska Airlines Flight 261, which is 
currently under investigation by the ational Transportation Safety Board. It focused on the 
airline's maintenance and operations systems at Seanle and Oakland. The inspection found that 
while Alaska was for the most part in compliance with the reguJations there were serious 
breakdowns in record keeping, documentation., and quality assurance. It also found that 
maintenance personnel are not following F -approved procedures contained in the airline's 
manuals. 

laska Airlines has seven days to file additional infonnation with the F . The FAA will then 
review that infonnation and propose action that the airline will have 30 days to comply with. 
During that period, FAA review wi II be required for any aircraft returned to service following 
heavy maintenance. Any suspension of authority will remain in place until the airline can show 
full compliance with federal regulations. Approximately six to seven percent of the airline's fleet 
of 89 aircraft is in heavy maintenance in any given month. Under due process. the airline has 30 
days to appeal. 

Heavy maintenance involves major repairs made-. hen an aircraft it taken out of service, ::is 
distinct from routine maintenance bet"' een. 

- more -



Some of the more significant findings indude: 

• Procedures pertaining to releasing aircraft into service :ifter main1enance did not ensure that 
:ill maintenance had been completed and documented before release. 

• Procedures for conducting in-depth inspections of the aircraft were not adequately defined in 
company procedure manuals. 

• Audits conducted by Alaska were found to be ineffective in that they failed to detect and 
correct problems within the maintenance organization. 

• Repair of inoperative aircraft systems and components were improperly deferred. 
• Aircraft maintenance records could not be used to substantiate that the requirements had been 

met. 
• Audit methods and techniques did not address compliance with regulatory safety standards. 
• Two individuals, one for base maintenance and one for line maintenance, shared the required 

position of director of maintenance. 

During the inspection period, Alaska Airlines verified the heavy maintenance inspections 
performed on 79 of its aircraft. FAA inspectors closely oversaw this validation process. The 
airline is currently working with the FAA to correct the deficiencies outlined in the inspection. 
Alaska Airlines recently submitted - and the FAA accepted- revised procedures to its general 
maintenance manual. 

### 
An eleclronic version of this news release is available via the 

World Wide Web at lmp:l/wwwjaa.govlapalprlindex.cfm 
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E 

F to Charge Overfliuht Fee 

W HINGTO - The F deral ialion Administration F ) today announc d aircraft 
operators will be required to pay fees for air traffic control services provided to aircraft that 
operate in U . . airspac but do not tak off or land in the nited tales. nlike other air r ft 
operations. these "o erflights .. ha e not been paying for th F air traffic control s ices they 
receiv . 

"This rule ass sse fees dir ctly related to services provided by one of lhe safr t air traffic 
control syst m in the world;' aid F hi f Financial Offi r Donna F. McLean. "The 
charging of overflight fees i consistent with th pra tices of almost every other nation and v.ill 
n.:co r most of the costs of the s rvices provided." 

The authority to charge fees to aircraft c nducting .. ov rflights as contained in the F d ral 
viation Reauthorization ct of 1996. The agency is u d an interim final rule in 1997 but a 
ourt of ppeals d ci ion in January I 99 det rmin d that F • s calculation of fees was 

incon i tent with the statute. In today· interim final rul , ha based its n \J overflight t e 
on th agenc ' cost as alculat d by the F ·s recentl de eloped cost a counting yst m. 

nd r the new rule, fees will be ba ed nth distance flown through .. - on wl led airspai. , 
er!light will be charged at the rate of "7.43 p r 100 nautical miles in the enroutc 

environment. and 20.16 per I 00 nautical mile in the oceanjc nvironrnent. I ht:s fi ·s ill 
apply to opcrat rs of air raft that fly r U .. -controlled airspac . Th re arr ~om1..· t:'<ception 

o charg s v ill be assc sed n militar and ci ilian aircraft operated by the ll ~- g \ mm nt r 
by a foreign government. In addi ion. u er · , h accrue 2-0 or le sin fee pc1 month will not be 
charged for these operations. 

The F \-.ill bill us r b ending am nthly invoice. ffected u·er are req uc ti.d t) de:swnate 
an<l ubmit to the r the name and address of a .. agent for billing. scrs n11t pro idin~ a 
billing addn:s · \- ill be billed at the address of record of the aircraft owner as mn1ntJim·J i he 
country \ here the aircraft i ' registered. 

- more -
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The fees will go into effect Aug. l. The FAA will hold a meeting June 29 to hear comments from 
the public and will accept public comment until Oct. 4. 120 days after the interim final rule's 
publication in the Federal Register. A final rule will be issued alter a thorough review of public 
comments. For a copy of the interim final rule. check the Department of Transportation· s docket 
web site at http:' <lms.doc.uov. The docket number is FAA-2000-7018. 

## 

An eleuronic version of this 1w111s rd ease is available via 1he 
World Wide Web at h11p:llwww.faa.gov/apa/pr/imlex.cfm 



FAA News 
Federal viation Administration, Washington, D 20591 

P 43-00 
Thurs. Jun 8, 2000 
Contact: Rebecca Trexler 
Phone: 202--67-3883 

E 

FAA trengthen Security Procedure for 
Law Enforcement Officer Flying with Weapon 

W H GTO -The U .. Department of Transportations Federal Aviation Administration 
(FA ) today i i suing directives to the airports and air carriers that will strengthen procedures 
for verifying the cred ntials of law enforcem nt officers who n ed to carry anns on board ain.:raft 
or into secure areas of the airport. Today's action will not change in any way the ability oflaw 
nforcement officers to carry weapons a they have in the past. 

··w learned from the G O investigation made public last month that law enforcement 
credentials can be easily counterfeited using sources on the Internet,' said athal L. Flynn, 
associat administrator for civil aviation security ... The law enforcement agencies ar orking 
with us to create a new counterfeit-proof er dential but in the meantime. we r intensifying 
airport and air carrier checks required for officers carrying arm ." 

Law enforcement agenci s and the F have already begun v orking together on the arriage of 
Weapons Task Force to dev lop a uniqu form of identification that._ ould be difficult to 
counterfeit and tightly controlled. This new er dential is expected to make verification more 
efficient and rel_iable. With all th agencie focusing att ntion on this ffort as a matt r of 
urgency, the F expects the new identification to b come a ailable inju ta few months. 

t this time, the FAA has no plans to reduce the number of law enforcement agencies with 
oftic rs " ho are allowed to carry " eap ns into airport s cure areas or on board aircraft. 

### 
An electronic \'f!rsion uf this news release is m·ailab/e via the 

World Wide Web at h11p:IIH•1tiw.faa.Kui-lapa/pr/imle:u,Jin 
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MEDIA ADVI ORY 

F To Hold Runway afety ational ummit 

W HI GTO -The F deral Aviation Administration (FAA) will hold a Runway afety 
ational umrnit June 26- 28 in ashington, DC. The meeting will e plore ways to improve 

safi ty on runways, particularly at the nation's busiest airports. Improving runway safety is one 
of the highest priorities in aviation safety and has proven to be a complex challenge. 

ttendees will includ a iation af; ty e. p rts and repr sentatives of the airline . pilot and air 
traffic controller unions, general aviation groups and airports. The summit will focu on the 
recommendations, actions and result of the F A' nine regional workshop , human factors 
symposium and other industry-wide activities now under way to improve runway safety. 

Administrator Jane F. Garvey will open and participate in the summit; ational Transportation 
afety Board Chairman Jim Hall will be the keynot dinner speaker on Tuesday Jun 27. and 

Kenneth M. Mead, Inspector General of the Department of Transportation. will speak on 
Tue day. • 

The ummit will be at the Washington Hilton and Towers, 1919 Connecticut Ave. W. 
Accredited news media representatives who want to attend hould call William humann at 
(-02) 267-9294 or Drucella nders n at (20_) 493-41 -2. 

### 
An electronic \'etsivn vf this news release i • uvailuhle via the 

World Wide Weh al hlfp:l/ww\ .faa.gov/upalprlindex. c:fm 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 13, 2000 
Contact: Eliot Brenner 
Phone: 202-267-3883 

OPENING COMMENTS FOR JANE GARVEY WHITE HOUSE PRESS BRIEFING 

As you know, demand for air travel has been growing steadily. 
Unfortunately, the FAA budget is strained and that's affecting our 
ability to deal with the growing number of flights. 

The Senate Appropriations Transportation Subcommittee 
marked-up the Transportation Appropriations Bill this morning. 
Although FAA's capital accounts were appropriately funded, FAA's 
Operations account was cut about $250 million below the 
President's request. 

While we will not compromise safety, this reduction could create 
substantial delays in a system already strained to meet the 
demands arising from the rapid growth in air travel. 

As the economy has grown over the past several years, air travel 
has increased significantly. Some 650 million people traveled last 
year. We estimate that a billion people will fly annually by 2010. 
We're seeing the number of flights go up roughly four percent a 
year. 

In March, the Administration asked Congress for a $77 million 
urgent supplemental for this year. It is included in the Senate 
Agriculture Appropriations bill, but it has not passed the Senate 
yet. 

Let me tell you what it means if we cannot get that money this 
year. We will not be able to hire 170 more safety inspectors and 
medical certification staff. The number of safety inspections will 
be cut 10,000 below last year's level. 

In addition, we will have to reduce maintenance for critical air 
traffic control systems which will result in more frequent 
equipment outages, increased time to restore these outages, and 
greater air traffic delays during the busy summer travel season. 

The issue is broader than just the need for a supplemental. For 
FY2001 . the Administration has requested $6.59 billion for FAA 
Operations. 

During the past two years, FAA has faced a very tight budget for 
operations, and has lived within its budget by implementing a 
hiring freeze in many areas, putting off maintenance. deferring 
training, drawing down our stock of spare parts, and reducing the 

6127/00 I 0:31 AM 
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redundancies with in our communications network. 

### 

An electronic version of this news release is available via the 
World Wide Web at http://www.faa.gov/apa/pr/index.cfm 
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Tu sday. June 13. 2000 
ontact: Paul Takemoto 

Phone: _0_-_67-8521 

F Give El alvador IA A Rating of Category 2 

W HINGTO D .. - The U .. Departm nt of Transportation's Federal v1atton 
Administration (FAA) today announced that El alvador does not comply, ith 
international safety standards set by the International i ii Aviation Organization 
(I 0). giving the country a Category 2 rating following an evaluation of information 
currently available on the country sci ii aviation authority. 

This announcement is part of the F A's International Aviation afi ty Assessment 
I ) program, under which the agency assesses the civil aviation authoritie of all 

countries with air carriers that operate to the ... and makes that information available 
to the public. 

The assessments ar not an indication of , hether indi idual foreign carriers are safi or 
unsafe; rather, they determine hether or not foreign civil aviation authorities are 
meeting !CAO safety standards. not F regulations. 

The F will continue to v ork with th civil a iation authority of El alvador to addre 
the safety and op rational oversight issues that do not meet IC O safety standards. 

The FAA b lie es that El al ador is committed to internationally agreed-upon safety 
o ersight obligations as evidenced by the country" strong support of the new entral 
American gency for Flight afety ( ). C is part f the entral merican 

orporation for ir avigation ervic s ( 0 ) agenc ; its primary respon ibility 
will be to pr ide flight safety ov r ight for the re0 ion. 

Traveler may call 1-800-F RE ( 1-800-"'22-7873) to obtain a summary statement 
about whether a foreign ci ii aviation authorit, has been a sessed and the results, if 
available. 

ountrie ith air carriers that fl to the U . . must adher to the ·ati ty tandards f 
IC 0 , the nited ations· technical agen y for aviation that establishes international 
standards and recomm nded practices for aircraft operation and maintenan e. 



The Ft-\.\. with the cooperation or the host civil aviacion authoriry. assesses countries 
with airlines that have operating rights to or from the United States. or have requested 
such rights. 

Specifically. the FA/\ determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight .is defined by ICAO 
standards. The basic clements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling 
the appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum 
requirements or !CAO; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements: 3) procedures 
to carry out the regulatory reqmrements: 4) air carrier certification. routine inspection. 
and surveillance programs: and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement 
and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established two ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at the 
time of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards. (2) does not comply with 
ICAO standards. 

• Category 1, Does Comply with JC O Standards: A civil aviation authority has 
been assessed by FAA inspectors and has been fow1d to license and oversee air 
carriers in accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category 2. Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: The Federal Aviation 
Administration assessed this country's civil aviation authority (CAA) and determined 
that it does not provide safety oversight of its air carrier operators in accordance with 
the minimum safety oversight standards established by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (!CAO). This rating is applied if one or more of the following 
deficiencies are identified: ( l) the country lacks laws or regulations necessary to 
support the certification and oversight of air carriers in accordance with minimum 
international standards; (2) the CAA lacks the technical expertise. resources. and 
organization to license or oversee air carrier operations; (3) the CAA does not have 
adequately trained and qualified technical personnel; (4) the CAA does not provide 
adequate inspector guidance to ensure enforcement of. and compliance with. 
minimum international standards; and (5) the CAA bas insufficient documentation 
and records of certification and inadequate continuing oversight at1d surveillance of 
air carrier operations. This category consiS1s of two groups of countries. 

One group are countries that have air carriers with existing operations to the 
United States at the time of the assessment. \Vhile in Category 2 status. carriers 
from these countries will be permitted to continue operations at current levels 
un<ler heightened FAA surveillance. Expansion or changes in services to the 
United States by such carriers .ire not permitted while in category 2. although nc" 
services will be permitted if operated using aircraft wet-leased from a dulv 
authorized a11d properly supervised U, . carrier or a foreign air carrier from a 
category l country that is authorized to serve the United States using its own 
aircraft. 
The second group are countries that do not have air carriers wtlh existing 
operations to the United States at the time of the assessment. Carriers from these 
countries will not be permitted to commence service to the United tates while in 



Category 2 status, al though they may conduct services i r operated using ai;craft 
\.Vet-leased from a dul y authorized and properly supervised U.S. carrier or a 
foreign air carrier from a Category I country that is authorized to serve the United 
States with its own aircraft. 

No other difference is made between these two groups of countries while in a 
category 2 status. 

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by 
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections. and training courses. The FAA 
hopes to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with 
international aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they 
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing 
FAA program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States. 

### 

An electron ic version of this 11ews release is available via the 
World Wide Web ill : http://www.faa.gov 
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F rchitecture Data on the Internet 

HI GTO - In a key mo e to ontinue collaboration ith a iation system user . the 
ederal A iation cl.ministration (F has put its ational stem 
rchitecture online. 

La t year. the F r leas d it strategic plan to modernize the . Thi plan. the A 
rchitecture Version 4.0. was the result of the agency"s intensive 

address th growing demands in the a iation system. 
ork with industry partner t 

The Archit ctur projects 15 years into the future for mod rnization and is balanced 
against anticipat d futur funding. inc its rel as , the Archit ctur ·s compreh nsi e 
m dernization strate has b en updated tor fl ct curr nt funding profile and prioriti s. The 
dynamic natur of the architecture is one of the r asons \i hy th e tablish d the 

rchitecture database. 

"This is an unprec dented opportunity to view the complex 3Ild int rdependent nature of the 
Architectur , maintain an ongoing dialogue with aviation s stem u ers, and adjust prioritie 

according to changes in funding or deployment plans." said teve Zaidman. s ociace 
dministrator for Research and cquisitions. 

The rchitectur data can be ace sed throu_h the apability and 
, hich include aw b bro r int rface (hnp: ',\w,, .na -arch itecture .faa. !.!o ) . 

hare lhe latest "' Ar hitecture d ta i k to continu d collaboration 
u, r . 

chitecture Tool uite. 
ing th Intern t to 

ith aviation s.. t m 

r pr s ntative et of programmatic and technical data i contained in the architecture and is 
ntinuall_ updated o that the databa repre cnts the best available data. The richne s f the 

information will _ro, o er time as mored tail n indi idual imp! ml:ntati n tep f◄ r 
modernization ar devd ped. 

-more-
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The database was developed to identify the complexities and interrelationships of NAS 
components as a systems engineering tool. Multiple views of the infonnation contained in the 
database are available to help those interested in aviation to understand the detail s of the I AS 
infrastructure. 

### 
An elec:tronic version of this news release is um ii able via the 

World Wide Web al hllp:llwww.faa.guvlapa/pr/index.cjin 



• \A Fact Shw t: FAA Proposes Modifi tion ... ls crving Ccrtnin Air Cnrriers (6120/00) httpJ/wW\ .faagov/apa/Fac hcct/2000/fact !Jun.hlm 

1 f2 

FAA News 
Federal Aviation Administration, Washington, DC 20591 

, .......................... , ,,, ......................................................... ..... ,.,, ......................................................... ,,,,.,,,,,.,, .. ,, ........................ , ,,, .. ,,,,,,,,, ................................................. ,, 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE LEA 
Tuesday, June 20, 2000 
Contact: Marcia Adams/Tammy Jones 
Phone: 202-267-3462 

Fact beet: FA Propo e Modification to Part 139 - Certification and Operation : Land 
irport erving C rtain Air Carrier 

Hl TOR Y 

• On Wednesday, June 21 , 2000, the FAA issued an notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) 
proposing changes to 14 FR part 139 - Certification and Operation : Land Airport ervmg 
Certain Air Carriers. 

• urrently, a part 139 certificate i required for airport with scheduled and unscheduled operation 
of air carrier aircraft with more than 30 seats. 

• The proposal was initiated to respond to T B and GAO recommendations and changes to the 
authorizing statute. 

• The last comprehensive revision of part 139 wa in ovember 1987. 
• The FAA Reauthorization ct of 1996 broadened FAA' s authority to certificate airports to include 

airports serving scheduled ai r carrier operations conducted in aircraft with 10-30 seats, except in 
the state of Alaska. Existing certificate authority remained unchanged. 

• FAA's new authority requires the agency to identify and consider a reasonable number of 
regulatory alternatives that are "lea t costly, most cost-effective or the lea t burdensome" but till 
provides a comparable level of safety as provided at currently certificated airports. 

• FAA implements statutory authority to issue requirement for the certification and operation of 
certain land airports under 14 C R part 139. Under current part 139, airport operator must ensure 
that certain safety requirements are met, including maintenance of runway and taxiway pavement, 
marking and lighting; notification of air carrier of un afe or changed conditions; and preparedness 
for aircraft accidents and other emergencies. 

• Presently, only airports serving air carriers operation conducted in aircraft with more than 30 seats 
are required to have an airport operating certificate. Two types of airport operating certificates are 
issued under part 139, depending on whether the airport i serving scheduled or unscheduled air 
carrier operations. 

• FAA conducts periodic airport in pections for part 139 compliance. 

PROPOSED CR GES 

• everal administrative changes ar propo ed to incorporate a new category of airport - airport 
s rving scheduled air carrier operation conducted in aircraft with 10-30 seats. 

• The NPRM also proposes to revises current part 139 to clarify and update everal requirements to 
better reflect current industry practice and technology, including -
-Fire extinguishing agents; 

6121100 3:42 t•M 
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-Personnel training requirements; 
-Wildlife hazard management; 
-Airport condition reporting; and 
-Response to off-airport emergencies. 

• Additional changes to operational standards are proposed to address NTSB recommendations for 
airport response to large fuel fires, and a petition for rulemaking regarding HazMat incidents. 

• Based on statutory authority to exempt from aircraft rescue and firefighting (ARFF) requirements 
those airports serving less than .25 percent of national enplanements, this proposal also establishes 
procedures for airport operators to request an exemption from ARFF requirements. Thjs 
exemption process would eliminate the current informal ARFF exemption process, and would 
require all certificated airports to comply with part 139 ARFF requirements unless a formal 
exemption is granted. 

IMPACT TO INDUSTRY 

• All 660 airport operators that currently hold a certificated under part 139 would be affected by this 
proposal. 

• The FAA estimates that this proposal would have initial/capital costs of approximately $3 . 5 rrullion 
and $6 million for annual recuning costs for all airports covered by the proposal. These totals are 
based on average costs for a representative airport for each type of air carrier operation served and 
may be high. Totals include those capital improvement and equipment costs that would be eligible 
for Federal funds, as well as personnel costs that are not eligible for Federal funding. 

• The NPRM would only require administrative action to document existing operational procedures 
for an estimated 350 currently certificated airports. 

• Approximately 40 airports that are not certificated would be required to apply for a certificate if 
they want to continue serving scheduled air carrier operations in aircraft with 10-30 seats. Many of 
these airports already comply with part 139 requirements, and have received Federal funds (totaling 
$ 178.5 rm Ilion between 1982-1997) for capital improvements that meet part 139 standards. For 
these airports, the FAA estimates that this proposal would have initial/capital costs of 
approximately $1.9 million and $1.2 rrullion for annual recurring costs. 

• At approximately 220 currently certificated airports, large air carrier operations (aircraft with more 
than 30 seats) only occur during a certain portion of the day, or on an infrequent basis. At these 
facilities, certain part 139 safety requirements are in effect only during these air carrier operations, 
and under this proposal, would have to be extended to cover scheduled operations of small air 
carrier aircraft (10-30 seats) that occur at other times than large air carrier operations. Th.is may 
result in additional costs per airport ranging from $25,000 to $125,000 annually. 

• If the FAA decides to issue a final rule, AIR 21 requires the FAA to issue a final rule withjn one 
year after the close of the comment period. Comment period closes September 19, 2000. 

• If a final rule is issued, airport operators would be given ample time to comply. In particular, 
airport operators would be given additional compliance time if applying for an AOC for the first 
time, or if compliance requires the airport operator to secure funds, initiate construction, or 
procure and install equipment. 

• The comment period ends September 19, 2000. 

6121100 3:42 l'M 
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FAA to Buy ew Ground Surveillance y tern for 25 Airport 

W HrNGTO - The Federal Aviation Administration ( A) ann unc d t day it will buy a 
new ground surveillance y tern that the agency says ill improve runway afety at 25 airp rt . 
F Admini trator Jane F. Garvey made the announcement today at the opening of the agency' 
Runway afety ational ummit her . 

Called A D - , the new airp rt surface detection equipment will provide detailed coverage of 
runways and ta iways at an airport and al o al rt air traffic controllers in the tower to impending 
collisions. •• . D -X will provide an increa ed I vel f afet at these airports, and will al 
gi e controller. detailed inf; rmati n about aircraft I cati ns and movem nt at night and in bad 
weather," arvey aid. "It will help u meet or highc t ' afety pri rit - reducing accident am] 

collision on airport runwa_ • " 

lhe new y. t m pro id imilar data to the curr nt A D :: _.., ground radar that i~ in tailed at 4 
)r lhe nation's bu. i t airport . ho e airport will ha e th Airport Mo em nt Area afety 
System (A ) in op ration by late 2002. AMA ' i a computer enhancement to the A OE-
1 radar that alert controllers to an imp nding collision on or near the mnway. In cs enc , 
A. D - offer the functions of DE-, and M at less-bus and complex airports and at 
lower cost. Th F A plans t award a contra t for production of O - in September. 

arve said the 25 airport that will get OE-X were selected through a rigorou afct risk 
as ·e ·ment the FAA and rr conducted. The safety assessment focused on potential accidents 
and fatalitie , in determining which airports have the greatest n ed . (A list f the 25 propo cd 
airport is attached.) 

I he Run\,a)' . nfety ummit, Gar y said. i the late tin a scric of steps the FAA has taken t 
redu e runwa incursions incident in hich an aircraft landing or taking off comes too clo e 

- more -
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to another aircraft or ground vehicle. The number and rate of incursions increased during most 
of the previous decade before dropping slightly last year. r lowcvcr, the nwnbcr of incursions 
increased 27 percent in the first five months of this year compared with the same period in 1999. 

Garvey placed new emphasis on the runway safety program last fall by elevating it to a higher 
level, providing more resources and appointing a dircctot of runway safety. This spring, the 
FAA held nine regional runway safety workshops around the country. These involved the entire 
aviation community - airlines, general aviation, airports, pilots and air traffic contmllers -- in 
working together to share experiences and to develop ways to reduce incursions. 

I he Summit is a forum to share the results of nine regional workshops and a symposium on 
human factors the FAA held earlier this spring. lt will also explore ways to increase the 
education, training and awareness of the hw1dreds of thousands of pi lots. air u-affic conU'olkrs 
and airport vehicle drivers who operate daily at more than 450 airports 

Garvey a!so announced the FAA will act shortly on several recent recommendations the N l'SB 
made regarding runway safety, including modifying·currcnt taxi-into-position-and hold 
procedures and developing coded taxi routes at airline airports. fhe agency will expeditiously 
review the other NTSB recommendations, she said 

### 
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Media Advi ory 

WA 'LIINGTO - The Federal A iation Admini tration (FAA) will hold a media briefing today 
at noon to announce its d~cision regarding Alaska Airlines' authority to conduct heavy 
maintenance. 

The off-cam ra. on-U1 -r cord briefing will be held at FAA headquarter (800 lndep ndence 
e., . W .. room 9 B ), and will be conducted by ick Lacey. director of Flight tandards 

ervice. He will not c mment on the ong ing ntional Tran portation afety Board inve tigation 
of the laska Airline Flight 261 accident. 

nly ac redited media ar invited. Reporter outside the Washington, D. ., area may part1c1pate 
ia tclcphon . Please all Paul Takemoto r Ii n Duquette for th call-in number. 

/Ill# 
An electronic \'ersion of thi.\ new · re/eas i availahle via the 

World Wide Wch at hllp llwww.faa.gov/apa/prlindex ,:fm 
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F A Accept Alaska Airline Plan 

HI GT -- The Federal Aviati n dministration ( • AA) today announced that it has 
accepted Alaska Airlines' airworthine and operati n action plan . For th next 30 days, th 
agency ill c ntinue its stringent o ersight of the airlin to ensure that the plan i fully 
implemented. 

·'While w ar not taking away Al ka' authority top rform heavy maintenan today, w will 
n t hesitate to do -- or take tronger action. if the fact warrant -- if we are not ati fied with 
th carrier's imp! mentation of its plan at the end of 30 day ." aid ick Lacey. director of 
F A' Flight tandards ervice. '"We are. however. encouraged by what we ha e een so far." ' 

During this time, the carrier will continue to conduct complete audits of all aircraft coming out of 
heavy maintenance. Additionally, F wil l still review any aircraft r turned t service following 
heavy maintenance. 

In its plan. Ala ka Airlines identified actions that addre FA concerns foll wing the agen s 
special inspection that was prompted by the January J l accident of Ala ka Airlines Flight 261 , 
which i still under inve tigation by the ational Transportation 'afety Board. he airline ha : 

• Committed to hire m re than 130 mechanic ; 82 fwhich are already on b ard. 
• ' reated an exc utivc le el afet po ·ition that rep It directly t th 0. 
• ill d both the directors of maintenance and operations position . 
• ompletely r vis d the heavy maintenance procedures contained in the airline·s general 

maint nnnc manual. 
• Developed a new continuing anal i and surveillan e program. designed to not only detect 

and correct any maintenance deficiencie . but improve the program through a procc of data 
collection, analysis and co1Tesponding change ·. 

• ubmitted a three-year p rations growth plan. 

-- more --



The FAA also announced that it will be conducting special inspections of the other nine major 
airlines in the UT\itcd States. Beginning July 17, the FAA will send teams to conduct special 
inspections that will focus on evaluating the overall effectiveness of critical safety programs. 
Teams will be comprised of members from the agency" s Certification, Surveillance and 
Evaluation Team. employees from Headquarters and principal maintenance inspectors from 
different geographic locations. The special inspections are expected lo take approximately 120 
days. 

"Considering the problems we found al Alaska, we thought it would be prudent to go back and 
evaluate how the other major airlines arc doing in these same areas," said Lacey. •·If, while 
conductmg these evaluations, we find any safety of flight issues, we will take immediate action:· 

ff## 
An electronic ver'iion of this news release is t1vailahle via th~ 

Wor/cl Wide Weh al hllp:l/www few.guvlupulprlindf:x.c.fm 
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FAA and Customs Will Search Passengers' Bag 
For Fireworks over Holiday Weekend 

WA HINGTO -Inspectors from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the 
U.S. Customs Service will be searching passengers' bags over the Independence Day 
holiday weekend to make sure passengers are not carrying fireworks that could be 
hazardous during flight. 

"Even the smallest sparklers could be deadly if th y ignited during flight, and they are all 
strictly prohibited," said athal L. Flynn. associate administrator for FAA Civil A viat1on 

ecurity. '·Our agents will join with Custom 'agents to examine passengers' bags and 
make sure none of the e dangerous goods make it on board this holiday weekend.'" 

F and Customs inspectors will examine bags selected at random at major airports 
across the nation, in addition to looking at elected air cargo. o delays are expected due 
to Lhe increased scrutiny, but pas cngers are reminded, as always, that they should arrive 
at least one hour early for domestic flights and two hours early £ r international flights. 

The transportation of fireworks is a concern around Independence Day every year since 
most of the_annual sales of these goods take place in June and July. Both domestic and 
international regulations prohibit the carriage of fireworks or firework novelty items in 
passengers' checked or carry-on baggage Violators are subject to ci ii penalties of up to 
27,500 per violation and to criminal prosecution that would carry pt;naltic of$250.000 

or more and up to fi e years in prison. 

### 
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FAA Proposes Rule on U e of Airline Safety Data 

WA HI GTO - In a major st p toward reaching the goal ofreducing the ·ommcrcial aviation 
accident rate b 80 p rccnt by 2007, the Federal A iation Admini tration (F ) today pr po ed 
a rule requiring airline to share aggregate afety data with the F if they choose to hav a 
Flight perati nal Quality uran (FOQA) program. 

FOQ helps prevent accid nt by identifying the root cau es of pot ntial afety i. ues. It u e 
state-of-the-art flight data recorder technology to collect and analyze data on routin flights. 
Airlines collect data about everyda afety trends in their operation and would now be required 
to hare the data with the AA. The agency would then u the data to identify industry-wide 
·afoty tr nd ._ allowing the F and indu ·try t more effectively target resources and c rre t 
I tentiaJ ·afety problem . The information and insights pro id d by the e program can enhance 
line operational afety, training effectivene , operational procedur , maintenan e and 
engineering procedure·. air traffic control pr edure •. and airport surfa e. afely. Participation in 
F Q is oluntary and program mu t c F A-approved. The FAA w uld not u FOQ data 
fi r enforc mcnt purpo e . except in egregious ca es. The rule would finalize existing AA 
policy on the use of FOQA data. 

"Improving afet mean st pping a eid nts before they happ n,.. . . Transportati n Secretary 
R dney E. 'lat r id. ''Identifying trend based on real-world data allows us to be proacti e in 
our approach to aviation safety. and ad ance our goal of making the orld' afest aviation 
sy tem e en safer." 

"F Q program arc alread producing the hart! data c need to identify safety trends, target 
potential problems and mak1; correction before accident happen.'' aid FAA J\dmini tralor Jane 
F. Garvey. 'Thi is an excdlent example of the government and industr working together to 
produ e rrsults that will dire ti benefit the tra\eling publi ." 

- more -



Currently, eight airlines have FOQA programs, one has FAA approval pending, and five others 
say they plan to initiate programs in the future. There arc currently 230 aircraft, which comprise 
I) aircraft types, collecting FOQA data. 

The Notice of Proposed Rulcmaking (NPRM) follows a July 26. 1999, proposal to protect 
voluntarily provided information from disclosure in order to encourage data-sharing programs 
such as FOQA. The notice responds to a recommendation made by the White I louse 
Commission on Aviation Safety and Security. chaired by Vice President Al Gore, as well as a 
mandate from Congress to protect information that aids in improving safety and security. FAA 
policy. issued Dec. 2. I 998, states that the FAA may only use safety data generated 10 a FOQA 
program for enforcement action in egregious cases. 

Under FOQA, the FAA approves the airline's program for routine collection and analysis ol'in­
flight data from the digital flight data recorder (DFDR). The airline establishes procedures for 
taking corrective action when problems arc identified and for informing the FAA. Most 
importantly, the airline provides the FAA with access to the aggregate data so the agency can 
monitor safety trends as well as the operator's effectiveness in correcting adverse trends. 
Technological advances in cockpit equipment and data analysis over the past decade have helped 
make FOQA possible. Previously. this information was used to identify clues to accidents after 
they had already occurred. 

FOQA programs have already yielded important safety advances. Since 1995. an FAA-sponsored 
FOQA Demonstration Study with four airlines has produced data that has been used to improve 
the safety of approaches at more than a dozen airports worldwide. ln addition. it documented 
unusual autopilot disconnects, Ground Proximity Warning System warnings, excessive take-off 
angles. unstable landing approaches. hard landings and compliance with standard operating 
procedures. FOQA data has also been used for monitoring fuel efficiency. enhancing engine 
condition monitoring. noise abatement compliance. rough runway surfaces and aircraft structural 
fatigue. 

The NPRM is on display al the Federal Register and is available on the FAA 's web site at 
www.faa.gowavr/annhome.htm. The comment period closes on Oct. 3 
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