








Anytime an aircraft is taken apart, there is a possible risk of damaging aircraft wiring.
Replacing aircraft insulation is complex and must be performed safely to avoid
unintended consequences. Insulation is not easily accessible and replacement involves
removal of overhead panels and floors. The work must be accomplished at the earliest
maintenance check, but no later than four years. This allows for a safe and deliberative
process designed to minimize the possibility of creating unintended safety problems.

Flammability tests were conducted at the FAA’s William J. Hughes Technical Center, a
premier aviation research, development, engineering, test and evaluation facility located
in Atlantic City, N.J. Working with input from aviation experts around the world, the
FAA replicated how different insulation materials behave in simulated fire situations.
Using the new standard, FAA scientists measured a material’s ability to prevent or
contain the spread of fire. Metalized Mylar fell short of an acceptable safety level and far
below the new standard. It ignites much more easily than other materials and can spread
fire because its properties are much different. The other materials performed better than
originally anticipated and meet the acceptable level of safety. While these materials may
not meet the new, higher standard, they do not pose a threat to aviation safety.

The FAA continues to work closely with the international aviation community through
the Joint Aviation Authorities in Europe and with the Canadian and Japanese
airworthiness authorities on the new test standard for aircraft insulation.

Of the 1,230 airplanes in the worldwide fleet affected by the AD, approximately 699
airplanes are registered in the United States. U.S. operators include: American Airlines,
Delta Air Lines, Continental Airlines, Trans World Airlines, Alaska Airlines, Federal
Express, Reno Air, Aeromexico and US Airways.

The estimated cost to U.S. operators is approximately $255 million, $380,000 to
$880,000 per airplane.

Comments must be received 45 days from publication in the Federal Register.
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WAAS is a GPS-based navigation and landing system that will provide the accuracy,
integrity, availability and continuity needed to support all phases of flight through
Category 1 precision approaches.
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The breadth of this research activity is made possible through multiple affiliations and
partnerships with government, industry, and academic organizations. These include
membership in the FAA's Center of Excellence for Airworthiness Assurance its National
Center of Excellence for Aviation Operations, and the National Safe Skies Alliance, as
well as participation on numerous teams of industry contractors.
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With Stage 2 and 3 requirements and a host of other methods, the FAA since the 1970s has
significantly reduced the impact of aircraft noise on Americans. In 1975, with roughly 250
million people flying, about 7.5 million people were affected by aircraft noise levels daily
averaging 65 decibels. Next year, with more than 600 million people flying, the FAA estimates
that only about 600,000 people will be affected by similar noise levels. In addition, the FAA is
already working with the airlines, aircraft and engine manufacturers, as well as the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO) to develop even quieter Stage 4 levels,
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Development of URET has been a collaborative effort between the FAA and the
National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA). Controllers have been involved
in work on design, human factors and procedures since URET prototypes were delivered
to Indianapolis Center in 1996 and Memphis Center in 1997. This collaboration insures
that controllers will have an operational decision support tool that will produce benefits
for users of some of the nation’s busiest airspace.

URET is an important part of the FAA's Free Flight Phase | program to bring concrete
benefits to U.S. airspace users by the end of 2002. Site selection was done through a
consensus with industry to make sure that stakeholders had a voice in determining the
initial airspace where benefits from URET would first be realized.

Ultimately, conflict probe technology such as URET will be an essential component of
the FAA's air traffic management operations in a "Free Flight" environment. Under Free
Flight, pilots will collaborate closely with controllers to choose the most efficient routes,
speeds and altitudes for the conditions existing at the time.
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Working jointly with industry to tighten procedures to monitor alarmed doors and
control access to parked aircraft from the jet bridge. the ramp. and the departure areas.

Working jointly with industry to improve employee training for access control
AWareness.

Encouraging all airports and air carriers to implement programs for holding individual
employees accountable through education and progressive discipline for violations.

Gathering public comments on a new proposed rule that would allow FAA to take
action against individual employees who are not complying with access control
regulations.

Finalizing proposed changes to security regulations for airports and air carriers that
would require them to institute local compliance programs to deal with individual
employees who do not comply with access control requirements.
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SITA Ts currently one of two companies capable of providing FANS-1 data link service
in oceanic airspace controlled by the FAA. SITA also provides FANS-1 data link services
to, among others, Airservices Australia, the Civil Aviation Authority of Fiji, and the Civil
Aviation Authority of Tahiti. The contract is for one year with four option years and
could be worth $1.8 million if all option years are exercised.
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Manufacturers would have 12 months from the date of the final rule to comply with its
provisions tor conducting safety reviews and developing the required maintenance and
inspection programs. Operators would have an additional six months to incorporate a FAA-
approved maintenance and inspection program. Together, the cost of these initiatives is expected
to be $170 million over 10 years. The comment period for the rulemaking package s 90 days
from publication in the Federal Register.

Aircraft Affected By The Special Federal Aviation Regulation

Airbus Bombardier
A 300 CRJ
A310
A 320 De Havilland
A 340 Dash 7
A 330 Dash 8
ATR Dornier
ATR 72 DO 328
ATR 42
Embraer
Boeing EMB 145
B 707 EMB 120
B 727
B 737 Series Fokker
B 747-200, -300 F 27
B 747-400 F 28
B 757 F 100
B 767
B 777 Lockheed
DC 8 L 1011
DC9
DC 10 Saab
MD 11 S 340
MD 80 Series
MD 90 Shorts
SD 360
British Aerospace
BAE ATP
BAE 41
BAE 146
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