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FAA R duce lcohol Te ting Rate for viation Industry mplo • e 

W HINGTO -- L ss than one-half of one percent of aviation industry employees 
working in safety and security-related jobs t sted positive for alcohol over the last two 
years, the Federal viation dmini tration (F A) reported today. 

Because of the low violation rates, th F is lowering the current minimum annual 
random rat for alcohol testing from 25 percent to 10 perc nt for calendar year 1998. The 
alcohol violation rate was approximately 0.06 percent for 1995 and approximately 0.08 
percent for 1996. The random minimum drng testing rate remains the same at 25 percent. 

Random drug and alcohol testing is don on a iation industry personnel performing 
safi ry-sensitive duties. Random alcohol testing was first required by the F in 1995. 
The regulation allows the F . to reduce the alcohol testing rate to 10 percent if data 
received indicate a violation rate of less than on -half of one percent for two consecutiv 
years. 

Th fact that there ar alcohol violations indicates th need for random te ting, the F 
said. However th low violation rate indicates that the safety concerns addres ed by th 
regulation will be met ith random testing of l Op re nt, th F belie es. If the 
violation rate increases the F will increas the minimum random testing level. 

### 
11 electronic version of thi new release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.Jaa.gov 



TALKING POINTS ON NBC MOVIE "BLACKOUT EFFECT" 

READ ONLY IF ASKED 

• The made-for-TV movie .. Blackout Effect" is a fictional dramatization of an event 
that has never happened -- a midair collision caused by an equipment faiJure in tbe 
air traffic control system. The fact that such a tragedy has never occurred is due in 
large part to the vigilance and professionalism of the 34 ,000 members of FAA's Air 
Traffic Services who operate and maintain the world 's largest and safest system. 

• The FAA has aggressively worked with pilots, controllers, and the aviation 
community to reduce the risk of near midair collisions. In the early 90's, the FAA 
required airlines to insta ll the traffic alert and collision avoidance system (TCAS) on 
board air carriers. TCAS gives pilots advance warning and guidance to reduce the 
risk of near midair collisions. As a result of th.is and other agency initiatives. reported 
near midair collision incidents have declined by 40 percent from the early l 990' s. 

• The FAA does not compromise safety. Procedures are in place to ensure safety; the 
system will be slowed down with increased spacing, ground holds, and other 
procedural changes whenever necessary to provide additional safety margins. 

• Modernization of the air traffic system is a key priority of FAA Administrator 
Garvey. and the agency is working to update the system to enhance safety even 
further and to handle expected traffic growth. The FAA is moving forward in 
commissioning new systems and increasing the reliability of A TC equipment. 

• The air traffic control system has 37,000 separate pieces of equipment that run 24 
hours a day , year in and year out. In the past three years, as many as 1,800 new 
major systems have been commissioned . The FAA works hard to maintain the 
99.34 percent availability of equipment throughout the country. Only 3.8 percent of 
delays are equipment-related . Weather is the largest cause of delays. On a typical 
day, 1.7 million passengers on 33,000 flights move safely to their destinations. 

• While most operational errors -- when separation is lost between aircraft -- do not 
represent an unsafe situation, the FAA painstakingly investigates each on an 
individual basis tak.ing whatever steps necessary to correct the error . The 
operational error rate per 100,000 operations has dropped since 1986 from 
.92 to .51 (rate at the end of November 1997) . 

• The National Transportation Safety Board validated the safety of th~ en route ATC 
system in a special investigation report tO Congress dated January 1996 on air 
traffic control equ ipment outages. 

-more-



If asked, what is our comment on the Baiada/Boyd letter to Congress? 

• The United States operates the most complex and safest airspace system in the 
world. The FAA does not compromise safety. We know the system is not perfect, 
and we will continue to evaluate and improve our technology. As always, the FAA 
welcomes specific proposals on how to improve public safety. Unfortunately, the 
Baiada/Boyd letter offers no proof that the ATC system can be improved in a 
shorter time for less money than the FAA proposes, nor does it present any 
specifics as to how that would be accomplished . 

12-31-97 
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F to oo olidate ir T r ffic Manag meat in the Wa hington D. . rea 

W H GTO -- The Federal viation Administration (F ) will combine 
four air traffic facilities in th Wa hington D.C. area into a single new control cent r -- a 
move that has th p tential to produce significant efficiency and afety ben fits for us r 
of the major airports s rving the nation's capital. 

The new Potomac TRA O (Terminal Radar pproach ontrol facility) will 
con olidate the airspace r spon ibiliti s, management functions, automation and 
controller v ork forces of , isting TRACO sat Dulles IntemationaJ irport. Washington 

ational irport, Baltimor -Washington International irport (BWI) and Andrews ir 
Force Base. These facilities currently manage the airspa e v ithin about -o miles of their 
respecti airports. 

'·A singl control cent r for the ashington metropolitan ar a will let our 
controll rs handle arriving and d parting traffic much more efficiently ' said F 

dministrator Jane F. Garvey. "Ha ing this 'seamless' airspac will help us m t the 
e r-grov ing demand for air traffic ervic s while maintaining today high sa~ ty 

tandard . 

The F has b en evaluating the idea of a consolidated Washington area 
TRA since the late 1980s when the agency became concerned that increasing air 
traffic ould produ e unacc ptable delays and conge tion for the r gion's four major 
airports. series of studies from 1994 to 1997 found that the most co t-benefi ial option 
wa combining th Dulles ational. BWI and Andrews TRA O s into a single facilit . 

Th compl xity of the airspa e in th Washington metropolitan was an important 
on ideration in the F 's d cision to build the nev Potomac TRACO . The area is 
ery bus_ and is constrained by r ' triction air ady in place. such as the ov rlying Ea t 

Coa t air traffic route syst m and th adjac nt military pecial us air pace ar a -. 

-m re-



-2-
New air traffic automation systems in each current TRACON would help the 

situation as it stands today, but the FAA believes that improvements in controllers ' ability 
to manage air traffic effectively -- and the resulting safety benefits -- warrant a total 
redesign of Washington area airspace under the control of a single regional faci lity. 

The FAA now will evaluate sites in the region that would best serve the needs of 
airspace users while addressing the potential relocation of agency employees. The 
availability of funding for the Potomac TRACON also will be a prime factor in deciding 
the timetable for constructing this facility. 

### 
An electronic versio11 of this news release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: ww1v.Jaa.gov 
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F Ord r In pe tioo of Bo ing 7 7 Horizontal tabilizer 

HI GTO -- The Federal Aviation dministration (F ) today issued an 
irworthine s Directive (AD) requiring operators of certain Bo ing 737 aircraft to check 

the horizontal stabilizers to mak sure that al l fa teners and el vator attachm nt fining 
bolts in those stmctures ar properly in place. This order affects 2 I l Boeing 737-300, 
-400 and -500 s ries aircraft deliv red aft r pt mber 20 1995. 

The AD requires a one-time detailed visual insp ction of the horizontal stabilizers on 
these aircraft. Within 24 hours or five flights, operators must examine each leading edge 
for missing fasteners remove control surface hinge covers and erify that all hinge 
fitting bolts are prop rly installed. perators must report th r suits of the in p ctions to 
th F within five days of comp! tion. Th stirnat s that each inspection will 
ta.lee one hour and cost approximately 60 per aircraft. 

Over the past _4 hour F in pectors ha e examined all 737 horizontal stabilizers 
under production or ready for delivery in the nited tates. o similar problems wer 
found. The FAA has receiv d a report that an op rator found one loose fast ner during an 
in pection of an in-service airplane. 

Th AD is a precautionary measure prompted by preliminary data from a Boeing 737-
300 accident in Indonesia on December 19 1997. The team investigating the accident 
informed the F that 26 fasteners on th horizontal tabilizer and one bolt from an 
elevator attachment fitting may hav b en missing from the right stabilizer b fore 
impact. 

afety is our top priority, and wh nth investigation identified this potential safety 
issue it was the F ' re ponsibility to act immediately " said F Admini trator Jane 
F. Gar ey. • Th accid nt inv stigation is being run by v ry xperi need and professional 
Indonesian investigators. They asked the T B for support, and we are assisting that 
effort. ' 

horizontal stabiliz r is the wing-lik structure on both sides of an aircraft s tail. 
### 

A11 electronic version of thi 11e1 J release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.fafl."OV 



FAA Statement on SilkAir 737 

The FAA is working closely with the National Transportation Safety Board and 
Indonesian authorities at the site of the Silk Air accident. At any point in an investigation 
the FAA has the responsibility to evaluate the situation and take immediate action should 
any safety issues arise. 

Consistent with that, preliminary data from the site of the Silk Air accident is being 
intensely evaluated by the FAA. The data has not been verified, but should it indicate a 
safely issue the FAA will take immediate action. In preparation for that possibility, the 
FAA is taking steps to be ready to direct safety inspections on some Boeing 73 7s should 
that become necessary. 



AIR-I _[)_/f4AL 
Date , /l'ic, 

3" ;) ,;,· '-1 f'rtt. 
ADMINISTRATOR'S AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE ALERT 

SUBJECT: Boeing Model 737-300, -400. and -500 series airplanes: Telegraphic AD 
T98-01-5 I; Docket 9&-NM-04-AD 

BACKGROUND: On December 19, 1997, a Model 737-300 operated by Silkair Airlines was 
involved in an accident after takeoff from Jakarta Soekamo Hana Airport m Jakarta. Indonesia. 
The accident is under investigittion by the Indonesian authorities with assistance from the 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). the manufacturer. the operator. and other :wiation 
organizations. 

The cause of the accident has not yet been determined. However, preliminary reports indicate 
that the horizontal stabilizer may have separated from the airplane prior to impact. On-site 
investigation has revealed that fasteners were missing from certain leading edge structure on the 
right-hand (RH) horizontal stabilizer. At least one fastener may have been missing from an 
elevator attachment fitting in an outboard section of the RH horizontal stabilizer. Subsequently, 
there has been a report of evidence th3t the fastener was actually installed. However, the FAA 
received a report that an operator found one loose fastener during inspection of an i11-service 
airplane. 

Because the airplane was placed in service a relatively short time ago (February 14, 1997), it is 
possible that the fasteners were missing because they had not been installed during manufacture. 
lf such a quality control failure occurred on this airplane. it may also have occurred on others 
produced at 3pproximately the same time. 

UNSAFE CONDITION: Loose or missing fasteners on the horizontal stabilizer could reduce 
the structmal integrity of the horizontal stabilizer. 

ACTION: This telegraphic AD requires a one-time inspection to detect any missing fasteners on 
the top and bottom leading edge skin where it attaches to the front spar of the horizontal 
stabilizer. This telegraphic AD also requires a one-time inspection 10 detect any loose or missing 
fasteners of the attachment of the elevator hinge plates to the horizontal stabilizer rear spar 
fittings. lf any fastener is loose or missing, or if the torque sealant has broken on any rastener. 
this telegraphic AD requires installation of a new or serviceable fastener. The compliance time 
for the inspections is within 5 flight cycles or 24 clock hours. The telegraphiij: AD also requires 
that operators rep~)rl all inspection findings 10 the FAA within 5 days. 

Because the investigation is continuing, further action may be necessary. Therefore , th.is is 
considt:red to be interim action: the FAA may consider additional rulemaking. 

fM"PACT: Worldwide tleet: 21 l ; U.S.-reg.istered fleet: 95 
95 airplanes x ( 10 work hours @ $60/WH) = $57.000 



Administrator's Airworthiness Directives Alert 
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AFFECTED U.S. AIRLINES: Alaska (7 airplanes); Boull ioun Aviation Services (4); 
Continental (20); GE Capital Corp. ( I): l LFC (5 ); Pro Air (2); Southwest (51 ); Western Pacific 
(5) 

NEWS VALUE!M"EDIA INTEREST: Wide press interest. 

THIS TELEGRAPHlC AD IS EXPECTED TO BE ISSUED TODAY, JANUARY 8, 1998. 

cc: S-1, A-1. ADA-}, AOA-2, ADA-30, A VR-1, APA-I (2), AGC-1. AGC-210. AFS-300. ANM-1 

After nonnal duty hours contact the FAA Duty Offict:r. Northwcsl Mountain Region, at 
(425) 227-2000 



DOT/FAA 
NORTHWEST MOUNTATN REGTON 
RENTON, WASHINGTON 

PRIORITY 

DARRELL M. PEDERSON (425) 227-2100 

FAA HEADQUARTERS 
ADA-40 
WASHINGTON, DC. 

EMERGENCY DISTRlBUTION BY TELEGRAM IS 

REQUIRED. 

TRANSMITTED AS FOLLOWS rs TELEGRAPHIC 

AIR WORTHINESS DIRECTIVE T98-02-5 l FOR IMMEDIATE 

TRANS MITT AL TO ALL OWNERS AND OPERA TORS OF 

BOETNG MODEL 737-300, -400, AND -500 SERJES AIRPLANES. 

ON DECEMBER 19, 1997, A BOEING MODEL 737-300 

SERIES AIRPLANE OPERATED BY SILKATR AIRLINES WAS 

INVOLVED IN AN ACCIDENT AFTER TAKEOFF FROM 

JAKARTA SOEKARNO HA TT A ATRPORT TN JAKARTA, 

INDONESIA THE ACCIDENT IS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY 

THE fNDONESlAN AUTHORITIES WTTH ASSISTANCE FROM 

THF. NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB) 

OF THE UNlTtD ST A TES, THE MANUFACTURER, THE 

OPERATOR. AND OTHER A VlATION ORGANlZATIONS. 



AL THOUGH THERE HAS BEEN NO DETERMINA TYON 

OF THE CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT, PRELJMTNARY REPORTS 

FROM THE ON-SITE ACCIDENT fNVESTIGA TION lNDICA TE 

THAT THE HORIZONTAL STABILIZER MAY HAVE 

SEPARATED FROM THE AIRPLANE PRIOR TO IMPACT JN TIIE 

MUSI RIVER. ON-SJTE fNVESTIGATION HAS REVEALED 

THAT APPROXJMA TEL Y 26 FASTENERS WERE MlSSING 

FROM CERTAIN LEADING EDGE STRUCTURE ON THE RlGHT­

HAND (RH) HORIZONTAL STABILIZER ( 12 FROM THE UPPER 

SURFACE. AND 14 FROM THE LOWER SURFACE). 

ADDITIONALLY, £ARLY REPORTS TNOJCATED THAT AT 

LEAST ONE FASTENER MAY HA YE BEEN MISSING FROM AN 

ELEV A TOR ATTACHMENT FITTING IN AN OUTBOARD 

SECTION OF THE RH HORIZONTAL STABILIZER. 

SUBSEQUENTLY, THERE HAS BEEN A REPORT OF EVlDENCE 

THAT TH£ FASTENER WAS ACTUALLY TNSTALLED. 

HOWEVER., THE FAA HAS RECEIVED A REPORT THAT AN 

OPERA TOR FOUND ONE LOOSE FASTENER DURTNG 

fNSPECTION OF AN IN-SERVICE AlRPLANE. (THERE HA VE 

BEEN NO REPORTS TO DATE OF ANY FASTENERS MJSSING 

FROM THE LEFT-HAND (LH) HORIZONTAL STABILIZER.) 

THERE IS, AS OF YET, NO EVIDENCE LlNKlNG THESE 

MISSING OR LOOS£ FASTENERS TO TI-IE CAUSE OF THE 

ACCIDENT. 

2 



LOOSE OR MISSfNG FASTENERS ON THE LH OR RH 

HORTZONT AL ST AB I LIZER COULD REDUCE THE 

STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY OF THE HORlZONTAL ST ABIUZER. 

BECAUSE THE AIRPLANE HAD BEEN PLACED IN 

SERVICE A RELATIVELY SHORT TIME AGO (FEBRUARY 14, 

1997). IT IS POSSfBLE Tl-LAT THE FASTENERS WERE MJSS!NG 

BECAUSE THEY HAD NOT BEEN rNSTALLED DURING 

MANUFACTURE. IF SUCH A QUALITY CONTROL FAILURE 

OCCURRED ON THIS AIRPLANE, IT MAY ALSO HAVE 

OCCURRED ON OTHERS PRODUCED AT APPROXIMATELY 

THE SAME TIME. 

SINCE AN UNSAFE CONOTTTON HAS BEEN IDENTIFIED 

THAT IS LfKEL Y TO EXIST OR DEVELOP ON OTHER 

AIRPLANES OF THIS SAME TYPE DESIGN, TIIIS 

TELEGRAPHIC AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVE IS ISSUED TO 

REQUIRE A ONE-TIME GENERAL VISUAL INSPECTION TO 

DETECT ANY MISSING FASTENERS ON THE TOP AND 

BOTTOM OF THE LEADTNG EDGE SKIN WHERE 1T ATTACHES 

TO THE FRONT SPAR OF THE HORIZONTAL STABILIZER. 

THIS TELEGRAPHIC AD ALSO REQUIRES A ONE-TIME 

DETAILED VISUAL INSPECTION TO DETECT ANY LOOSE OR 

MISSrNG FASTENERS OF THE ATTACHMENT OF THE 

ELEV A TOR HINGE PLATES TO THE HORIZONTAL 

S'r'Al:HLIZER REAR SPAR FITTrNGS. IF A LOOSE OK M1SSINU 

FASTENER IS DETECTED. THIS TELEGRAPHIC AD REQUIRES 

INSTALLATION OF A NEW OR SERVICEABLE FASTENER. 

3 
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THIS AD ALSO REQUIRES 11-IAT OPERATORS SUBMIT A 

REPORT OF ALL INSPECTION FINDINGS TO THE FAA. SINCE 

THE CAUSE OF THE MISSING FASTENERS OF THE LH AND RH 

HORIZONTAL ST AB I LIZER IS CURRENTLY UNKNOWN, THE 

rNTENT OF THE REQUIRED REPORTS IS TO ENABLE THE FAA 

TO DETERMINE HOW WIDESPREAD SUCH DJSCREP ANCIES 

MAY BE IN THE AFFECTED FLEET. BECAUSE THE 

INVESTIGATION IS CONTlNUING, FURTHER ACTION MAY BE 

NECESSARY. THEREFORE, THJS TELEGRAPHIC AD IS 

CONSIDERED TO BE INTERIM ACTION~ AND THE FAA MAY 

CONSIDER ADDITIONAL RULEMAKlNG. 

11-IJS RULE IS ISSUED UNDER 49 U.S.C. SECTION 44701 

(FORMERLY SECTION 601 OF THE FEDERAL AVIATION ACT 

OF 1958) PURSUANT TO TI-IE AUTHOR1TY DELEGATED TO ME 

BY 11-IE ADMTNlSTRA TOR. AND IS EFFECTIVE TMMEDIATEL Y 

UPON RECEIPT OF THIS AD. 

T98-02-51 BOEING: DOCKET 98-NM-04-AO. 

APPLICABILITY: MODEL 737-300, -400, AND -500 

SERIES AIRPLANES HA YING LINE POSITIONS 2765 THROUGH 

2977 INCLUSTVE: CERTIFICATED IN ANY CATEGORY. 

NOTE I: THIS AD APPLTES TO EACH AIRPLANE 

IDENTTFIED IN THE PRECEDING APPLICABILITY PROVISION. 

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER IT HAS BEEN MODIFIED. 

ALTER.ED, OR REPAIRED fN THE AREA SUBJECT TO THE 

REQUIREMENTS OF THlS AD. FOR AIRPLANES THAT HA VE 

BEEN MODTFlED. Al_ TERED, OR REPAIRED SO THAT THE 

4 



PERFORMANCE OF THE REQUIREMENTS OF THlS AD IS 

AFFECTED,. THE OWNER/OPERA TOR MUST REQUEST 

APPROVAL FOR AN ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF 

COMPLIANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH (E) OF 

THIS AD. THE REQUEST SHOULD rNCLUDE AN ASSESSMENT 

OF THE EFFECT OF THE MODIFICATION. AL TERA TION, OR 

REPAIR ON THE UNSAFE CONDITION ADDRESSED BY THTS 

AD; AND, IF THE UNSAFE CONDITION HAS NOT BEEN 

ELIML"-lA TED, THE REQUEST SHOULD lNCLUDE SPECmc 

PROPOSED ACTIONS TO ADDRESS IT. 

COMPLIANCE: REQUIRED AS £NDICATED, UNLESS 

ACCOtvfPLISHED PREVJOUSL Y. 

TO PREVENT REDUCED STRUCTIJRAL rNTEGRlTY OF 

THE HOR1ZONT AL ST ABILTZER DUE TO LOOSE OR MISSING 

FASTENERS OF THE LEFT- OR RIGHT-HAND HORIZONTAL 

ST ABIUZER ACCOMPLISH THE FOLLOWING: 

(A) WITI-IIN 5 FLIGHT CYCLES OR 24 CLOCK HOURS 

AFTER RECEIPT OF THIS TELEGRAPHIC AD, WHICHEVER 

OCCURS LATER. PERFORM THE FOLLOWfNG INSPECTIONS 

OF THE LEFT-AND RIGHT-HAND SIDES OF THE HORIZOITTAL 

STABfUZER: 

(1) PERFORM A GENERAL VISUAL INSPECTION TO 

DETERMINE IF ANY FASTENERS ARE MISSfNG ON THE TOP, 

AND BOTTOM OF Trft LEADING EDGE SKIN WHERE IT IS 

ATTACHED TO TH£ FRONT SPAR. 

5 



(2) PER.FORM A DETAILED VISUAL CNSPECTION TO 

DETECT LOOSE OR M1SSING FASTENERS OF THE 

ATTACHMENT OF THE ELEV ATOR HINGE PLATES TO TIIE 

LEFT- AND RIGHT-HAND SlDES OF THE HORIZONTAL 

STABILIZER REAR SP AR FITTINGS. ENSURE TORQUE 

SEALANT HAS NOT BEEN BROKEN ON TIIE FASTENERS. 

(B) IF NO DISCREPANCIES ARE FOUND, NO FURTHER 

INSPECTIONS ARE REQUIRED BY THIS TELEGRAPHIC AD. 

(C) IF ANY FASTENER IS LOOSE OR MISSING, OR IF 

THE TORQUE SEALANT HAS BEEN BROK.EN ON ANY 

FASTENER, PRIOR TO FURTHER FLIGHT, INSTALL A NEW OR 

SERVICEABLE FASTENER. 

{D) WlTI-ITN 5 DAYS AFTER ACCOMPLISHING THE 

fNSPECTIONS REQUlRED BY THJS AD, REPORT INSPECTION 

RESULTS, POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE, TO THE MANAGER, 

SEATTLE AIRCRAFT CERTIFICATION OFFlCE (ACO), FAA, 

TRANSPORT AIRPLANE DfRECTORA TE. 160 I LIND A VENUE, 

SW., RENTON, WASHINGTON 98055-4056; FAX (425) 227-1181. 

lNFORMA TION COLLECTION REQUIREMENTS CONTAINED 

IN THIS REGULATION HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET (0MB) UNDER IBE 

PROVISIONS OF THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT OF 1980 

(44 U.S.C. 3501 EISEQ.) AND HA.VE BEEN ASSIGNED 0MB ' 

CONTROL NUMBER 2120-0056. 

(E) AN ALTERNATIVE METHOD OF COMPLIANCE OR 

ADJUSTMENT OF THE COMPLIANCE TIM£ THAT PROVIDES 

6 



AN ACCEPT ABLE LEVEL OF SAFETY MAY BE USED IF 

APPROVED BY THE MANAGER, SEATTLE ACO. OPERATORS 

SHALL SUBMIT THEIR REQUESTS THROUGH AN 

APPROPRIATE FAA PRINCIPAL MAfNTENANCE INSPECTOR, 

WHO MAY ADD COMMENTS AND THEN SEND IT TO THE 

MANAGER. SEA TILE ACO. 

NOTE 2: INFORMATION CONCERNrNG THE 

EXISTENCE OF APPROVED ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF 

COMPLIANCE WITH THJS AD, iF ANY, MAY BE OBTAINED 

FROM TifE MANAGER. SEA n·LE ACO. 

(F) SPECIAL FLIGHT PERMITS MAY BE ISSUED lN 

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 21.197 AND 21.199 OF THE 

FEDERAL AVIATION REGULATIONS (14 CFR 21.197 AND 

21.199) TO OPERATE THE AlRJ'LANE TO A LOCATION WHERE 

THE REQUlREMENTS OF THIS AD CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED. 

(G) TELEGRAPHIC AD T98-02-5 l. ISSUED ON 

JANUARY 8. 1998, BECOMES EFFECTIVE UPON RECEIPT. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: GREGORY L. 

SCHNEIDER, AEROSPACE ENGINEER. AlRFRAME BRANCH, 

ANM-120S. FAA. TRANSPORT AIR.PLANE DIRECTORATE. 

SEATTLE AIRCRAFT CERTIFICATJON OFFICE1 1601 LIND 

AVENUE. SW .. RENTON. WASHINGTON 98055-4056; 

TELEPHONE (425) 227-2028 OR (425) 227- 2557, FAX 

(425) 227-1181. 

7 



ISSUED IN RENTON, WASHINGTON, ON 

JANUARY 8, 1998. 

RONALD T. WOJNAR, MANAGER 
TRANSPORT AIRPLANE DIRECTORATE 
AIRCRAFT CERTTFICA TION SERYlCE 
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Statement by the 
Federal Aviation Administration 

on the ValuJet Inspection 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) conducted a ational Aviation Safety 
Inspection Program ASIP) review on ValuJet between October 20 - ovember 7, 1997. 
ValuJet is currently doing business as Air Tran. 

This A IP was part of an inspection of all carriers in operation less than 5 years and was 
recommended in the Agency's 90-day safety review in 1996. The A IP team consisted 
of trained aviation safety inspectors with expertise in operations and maintenance. 

As the team goes through the normal process of writing, reviewing and editing there are 
always several drafts of a report. It i the F AA's regular practice that there are no changes 
to any of the original findings throughout this report writing process. All the initial 
findings made by the team will be in the final report. onnal post-inspection work will 
establish whether the findings are valid safety discrepancies. 

In addition to inspectors from the agency's field office in Atlanta and the SIP team, 
members of the FAA's Certification, Standardization and Evaluation Team (CSET) and 
staff from the Office of Inspector General participated in the review of a draft of the 
report. These additional levels of review were prompted by heightened agency and public 
interest in ValuJet as a result of the accident on May 11 , 1996. 

We cannot comment on specific findings at this point in the inspection. Currently, a 
validation process is underway and any speculation drawn from preliminary and 
unsubstantiated data could result in inaccurate infonnation being released to the American 
public. 

The final AS.IP report on ValuJet is expected to be completed by late January. This will 
be a public document . 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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F iJ P natty to en zuelan Air arrier rvi en a 

W H GTO -- The Fed ral v1at1on dministration (F ) has proposed that the 
Venezuelan air carri r ervivensa, pay a civil penalty of 144,000 for conducting flights 
that violated F s aircraft noise r gulations. 

Under the F s aircraft noise program th agency lassifies aircraft in three stages. 
tag I aircraft are th noisiest, tage III the quietest. The F requires that foreign 

carriers esignate and r ceive F authorization regarding what "stage aircraft th y can 
operat in th United tate . Between Jan. I and Jan. 21 1997. ervivensa conduct d 48 
flights in . . airspace with two tage II aircraft not authorized b the F 

erviv nsa, which is owned by the outh American company ervicio ven a. was 
informed that a civil p nalty of $3 .000 would be assessed for each flight conducted in 
violation of F 's regulations. 

Th announcement of the. civil penalty propo d against erviv nsa is being made in 
accordance with th F 's policy of releasing information to the public on newl issu d 
enforcement action in ca s that invol e penalties of 50 000 or mor . 

### 
11 electro11 ic version of lhi 11e111 re/ea e i av11i/able via 

the J· orld Wide Web at: www.faa. aov 
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F Licen e Third ommercial paceport 

H11 GTO -- The F d ral viation Administration (F ) has issued a space 
launch sit op rator s licens to the irginia ommercial pac Flight uthorit to 
op rat a comm rcial pac port at A A's Wallops Flight Facility (WFF) at Wallop 
Island. Va. 

"The approval of this new spaceport demon trat s the dynamic and grovving stat of the 
commercial space industry, ' said F cting ssociate Administrator for omm rcial 

pac Transportation Patricia Grae mith. ·'The F int nds to work v ith thes 
facilities and the ntire industry to make sur the .. commercial spac industry is the 
safest in the world. 

Virginia joins alifornia and Florida as states with comm rcially or state operated space 
launch facilili . The F pr viously issu d commercial pace launch site op rator's 
lie ns s for spaceports on leas d prop rty at Vandenberg ir Fore Base. alif. and 
Cape anav ral ir tation, Fla. The Virginia facility will operate under a similar 
arrangement with 

Lik it two predeces ors the 1rg1rua pac Flight Center will focus on mall to 
medium rock ts up to th thena JII and Taurus XL class of vehicles us d primarily to 
launch low arth orbit (LEO) communicati ns satellites. LEO satellites orbit at altitudes 
betw en 100 mil sand a di Cance required for geostationary orbits of 22 ,300 mil s. 
Demand for that typ of launch i increasing as a number of firms ar comp ting to 

tablish const llation of LE satellites providinQ. global mobile communications 
s_ terns. 

- more -
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The facility will consist of two launch pads, one currently operational and the other under 
construction, a payload processing and integration building and a launch operator office 
building. The Virginia Commercial Space Flight Authority is anticipating a first launch 
in the spring of 1999. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is t1vailt1ble via 

tire World Wide Web at: www.fat1.gov 
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Media Advi ory - TWA 800 Tape Relea e 

W HINGTO -- On Wedn sday, January 14 at 11 a.m. the Federal viat1on 
dminjstration (F ), will release th air traffic control tap of the accident involving 

TW Flight 800 near East Moriches, Y. The release will tak place in room 9 B at 
F Headquarters 800 Independence ve. .W. Washington. D .. Th F will 
allow reporters to record the tape and will provide them with a transcript but will not 
comment on the accident in estigation. 

### 

11 electronic versio11 of this news release i available via 
the Wo rld Wide 1' eb at: www.faa. gov 



Author: eliot brenner at APA 
Date: 1 / 14/98 10:19 PM 
Priority: Normal 
TO: eliot brenner at APA 
Subject: TEXT 

1 - 15-98 
FAA STATEMENT ON COURIER CARGO SHIPMENTS 

The following may be attributed to FAA spokesman Eliot Brenner: 

The Federal Aviation Adminstration and the Office of the Inspector 
General, as previously announced, conducted several tests of cargo 
shippers and airlines to see if FAA procedures for cargo shipments 
were being properly followed. We were not fully satisified with the 
results. Everyone involved has now been notified and are aware of the 
proper procedures. 

Transportation Secretary Rodney Slater, on the advice of FAA 
Adminsitrator Jane Garvey and Inspector General Kenneth Meade, 
Thursday is expected to recommend that additional testing be 
conducted. The FAA will look at current regulations to see if they 
need to be enhanced. 

We take any violation of shipping regulations seriously and will move 
aggressively when problems are found. Our top priority is safety, and 
this is an example of a rapid reaction to the discovery of potential 
problems in the shipping system. This is a clear case of the safety 
oversight system working as it should. 

(Editors: Security considerations prohibit the FAA from commenting on 
the content of any report on the initial investigations or confirming 
any specifics reported in any news stories. There will be no further 
comment from the FAA.) 

Additional contact: Jeff Nelligan at the Office of the Inspector 
General, Department of Transportation. 
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FAA AUTHORIZES FULL OPERA.TIONS FORAMERIJET 

The Federal Aviation Administration today authorized a full return to service for Amerijet 
Intl., Inc. of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. The authorization follows intensive FAA surveillance of the 
car o airline since it voluntarily ceased operating late last year. 

On Dec. 24, Amerijet voluntarily ceased operating following an FAA inspection which 
revealed serious deficiencies in the carrier's cargo handling operation. Under the terms of a 
consent agreement, FAA required Amerijct to implement new and revise existing cargo handling 
procedures, ensure that cabin liners and other fire retardant equipment are in compliance with 
Federal air safety re ations, and demonstrate that flight crews appropriately use manuals during 
cargo loacling and flight operations. Also, FAA reviewed Amerijet' s training records and quality 
control procedures. 

Following the intensive surveillance of Amerijet's domestic and Latin American 
operations, FAA determined that Amerijet bas met the terms of the consent order. 

### 
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More than 90 Percent of Late-Model Boeio 7 7 Fleet Io pected 

W HINGTO -- The F deral Aviation dministration (F ) announc d today that 91 
percent of affected for ign and domestic Bo ing 737 horizontal stabiliz r have been 
insp cted for missing or loo bolts with no instanc s of any impact on flight safety. 

ithin 24 hour of the F issuing a directive 68 aircraft --100 percent of the affected 
.. fl et -- v er in pected. The ag ncy is continuing to analyz th in pection data. 

' I am pleas d that, working with th F , airlines w re able to talc such rapid action to 
nsure the sa£ ty of their aircraft said F Administrator Jan F. arvey. 'This 

impressi e effort d monstrates the F and worldwide commitm nt to aviation safety." 

Of th 68 . .-regist r d aircraft, outhwest frlines r port d that one aircraft bad a 
missing leading edge s r w and another had a loos elevator hinge bolt. ontinental 

• rlines r port d four mi sing l acting edg er ws on on aircraft. 

Foreign carriers are not required by international law to follow F orders but I 24 of 143 
foreign aircraft have b en inspect d and th results report d to th F . Overall, 192 of 
211 aircraft have b en inspected worldwide -- 9 I perc nt of the foreign and dome tic fl et. 

Foreign carriers haver port d five aircraft, ith loo or missing fast ners. On afrcraft had 
a loose elevator hinee bolt. One aircraft had a missing elevator hinge bolt and nut. One 
air raft had a loose el ator hinge bolt and four mi sing I ading dg er ws. Two air raft 
had four loose l ator hing bolts each. T elv aircraft had crack d torque putty, which is 
put around bolts or screws to detect movem nt or r alignment. 

Horizontal stabiliz rs are th wing-lik structur s on b th side of an air raft s tail. 
ttach d by a numb r of hing to the horizontal tabilizer ar th ele ators, which malce 

the afrcraft pit h up or down wh n rotat don th hinge. Ele at r hinge on Bo ing 737 
aircraft ar attached by a minimum of _Q bolts p r airplane. h leading dge i the 
rounded front m tal kin of the horizontal stabilizer.-. hich is held on b_ hundreds of 
crews. 

- mor -
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The FAA issued an Airworthiness Directive to inspect certain Boeing 737 aircraft on Jan. 
8, following a report of missing leading edge screws on a Silkair plane that was destroyed 
in an accident. 

On Jan. 12, the FAA sent teams of inspectors to Boeing facilities to examine quality 
control in the manufacture of 737 aircraft. Their evaluation continues, and if necessary, the 
FAA will take appropriate action when the data and infonnation collected are properly 
examined. 

### 

An e/ectro11ic version of this statement is available via 
tlte World Wide Web at: wwwJaa.gov 
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F tatement on Preliminary Operational Error Report 

ccording to a preliminary operational error r port at approximately 10:00 a.m. E T, Air Force 
One and a Delta MD-88 came within 2.88 miles of each other slightly within the normal 3-mile 
separation for Washington area airspace. either was forced to tak evasi e action and safety 
was never compromised. 

pproximately 750 confirmed operational errors occur annually. 
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FAA Statement 

Updated Information on Po ible Operational Error Report 

WA HINGTO -- Additional information concerning a preliminary report of an 
op rational error at 10 a.m. today indicates the separation between Air Fore One and a 
Delta MD-88 may have been up to 3.25 miles greater than the minimum 3 mile 
s paration standard and the preliminary figure of 2.88 miles reported earlier. The F 
continues to review the matter. 

### 
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Laud Bu in s Aircraft Group for Move to Quieter Planes 

W HINGTO - Working with the F deral viation Administration (FAA) the 
ational Business Aviation Association ) board of directors has passed a 

resolution that calls for the group's 5 200 members to end the operation of noisier aircraft 
by 2005. NB membership has over 6 800 aircraft, which represents about 75 percent 
of the business aircraft fleet. 

'"I salute this impressive environmental effort by the nation's major corporate aircraft 
operators,' said F Administrator Jane F. Garvey. This resolution represents an 
environmentally responsible initiati e by an important segm nt of our aviation 
community working with the F to address noise problems at our nation's airports.' 

Current regulations require large commercial aircraft to use Stage II or tage ill aircraft, 
which are quieter than Stage I aircraft. Unlike commercial aircraft, noisier Stage I 
corporate aircraft under 75 000 pounds are not currently addressed by any federal phase-
out program. The Dec. 12 NB resolution specifically calls for ... all NBAA members 
refrain from adding tage I aircraft to their fleets beginning in January 2000 and 
furthermore recommends ending operation of such aircraft by January 2005.' 

The FAA orked with the NB in developing the resolution. In addition, the NB 
has been active in initiating other environmental actions, such as noise abatement 
proc <lures for how members operat aircraft in order to reduce community noise 
exposure. 

The B was founded in 1947. The organization s membership includes 8- percent of 
the Fortune 500 companies that operate aircraft. 

rr # # 

n electronic ver. ion of this news re/~ase is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa. nov 
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followino i a corrected 
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Operational Error pdate 

W HING TO -- The F deral A via ti on dministration s revi w of a preliminary r port 
of an operational error involving Air Force One in Washington, D.C. is continuing. 

dditional analysis today of radar information now indicates that the minimum 
separation standard of 3.0 nautical miles (3. 5 tatute mil horizontally or 1,000 feet 

ertically in this airspace was fully maintained between Air Fore One and a Delta 
irlines flight. Ho ever, the radar information als now indicates that the s paration 

standard was not maintained 14 seconds earlier between Air Force One and a 
irways flight. 

ir Force One was west of ational Airport, headed west and climbing. The Delta 
aircraft as west of ational headed east to land, and U. . Airways flight 8 a Boeing 
73 7 was s uthwest of the airport and head d north for entry into the landing sequence. 

Preliminary radar analysis indicates that in turning ir Fore One to the southwest to 
provid s paration from the Delta aircraft at approximately 9: 16 a.m. E T th proper 
eparation standard was not maintained v ith the U. . irway aircraft which had b en 

direct d by approach controllers to begin a circling maneuver to th west and outh to 
prepare for approaching ational irport from th north along th Potomac Ri er. The 
U .. Airways flight was at 8 500 ti et and descending. Air Fore On was at 7 500 feet 
and climbing, but descend d to 7 000 ti et at the departure controller's direction. The two 
aircraft er s parat d at their closest p int by 900 feet vertically and 2.36 nautical miles 
horizontally. 

### 

An electronic ver. ion of this new release i available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.oov 


