

























































































Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an adequate
infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO

standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements
of ICAO: 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above.

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at the time
of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does not
comply with I[CAO standards.

e Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards.

e Category II, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations
inspections and surveillance.

e Category I11, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found
not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with
ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards.

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA hopes
to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international
aviation safety oversight standards.

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an FAA program to
assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States.
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The airline failed to update the *Aircraft Weights™ table or to issue an “Operations

Bulletin™ after the company changed the seating configuration on an aircraft from 115 to

106 passenger seats.

e Two weight and balance forms were calculated incorrectly.

e Some flight time records were not completed by flight crewmembers in accordance
with ValuJet procedures.

e The airline needs to improve its Continuing Analysis and Surveillance Program
(CASP) which is designed to prevent repetitive problems.

Corrective actions on all of these findings are either complete or in progress.

NASIP allows a team of FAA inspectors to take a snapshot look at an air carrier or repair
station. Each initial NASIP finding goes through a validation process prior to issuance of
the final report. The agency conducts an average of 30 NASIPs each year.

The FAA has a heightened surveillance program for new entrant airlines, those that have
been in business for less than five years. The agency plans to complete NASIPs on all
new entrant airlines by end of fiscal year 1998.

A total of 22 FAA employees were dedicated to the ValuJet/AirTran Airlines NASIP and
subsequent examination and validation. There are a total of 3.060 aviation safety
inspectors in the FAA workforce.

ValuJet/AirTran Airlines currently operates 34 DC-9 aircraft serving 23 cities.

The report is available on the FAA’s homepage at: www.faa.gov. Go to “news &
information™ followed by “reports & publications.”
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