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* Implementing new employment and training standards for screeners and other
security personnel at U.S. airports;

e Publishing guidelines to help airports build security into new airport construction;

¢ Requiring employment investigations and, in some cases, criminal history records
checks; and

e Conducting joint FAA/Federal Bureau of Investigation vulnerability assessments at
major U.S. airports.

Events in the Asia-Pacific region in 1995, where Ramzi Yousef and his followers planned
to place bombs on as many as 12 U.S. airliners, reinforced the view that aviation security
is a worldwide problem requiring international solutions. At home, increased security
measures were implemented in the spring of 1995 and have since been made more
effective and efficient. Security measures overseas have also been increased and adjusted
a number of times over that same period. Even in the face of increased threats at home,
the threat overseas remains greater.

In the wake of the tragic destruction of TWA Flight 800 on July 17, 1996 , the president
asked Vice President Gore to chair a White House Commission on Aviation Safety and
Security. The commission was established by Executive Order 13015 on Aug. 22, 1996,
with a charter to study matters involving aviation safety and security, including air traffic
control, and to develop a strategy to improve aviation safety and security both
domestically and internationally. The vice president submitted an initial report to the
president on Sept. 9, 1996, containing 20 recommendations for steps that could be taken
immediately to enhance the security of travelers right away.

The commission’s final report, which was submitted to the president on Feb. 12, 1997,
contained an additional 37 recommendations for improving aviation safety, security, air
traffic control efficiency, and response to aviation disasters. Many of these
recommendations have either already been implemented or are in the process of being
implemented. The FAA has instituted a structured approach to tracking the status of the
commission’s recommendations, and the secretary of transportation prepares an annual
report on their implementation (available on the World Wide Web at
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/whcoasas.htm, Over the last two years, the FAA has been working
closely with a number of other federal departments and agencies to implement the
commission’s recommendations. In the area of aviation security, rulemaking has included
the revision of basic airport and air carrier security regulations, certification of screening
companies and background check regulations for screeners, and security of checked
baggage on flights within the United States. The FAA has encouraged the creation of
airport security consortia, and has intensified work with the FBI on airport risk
assessments.

Perhaps the most significant effort has been FAA’s work with the airlines on an extensive
deployment of security equipment. The agency to date has purchased 96 certified
explosives detection systems and 327 trace explosives detection devices, nearly all of






Milestones in FAA Security, 1988-1998

1988

December 1988

On December 29, FAA announced a series of security actions designed to prevent an
attack like the December 21 bombing of Pan Am Flight 103. These included
requirements for U.S. airlines in Western Europe and the Middle East to X-ray or
physically search all checked bags, conduct additional random checks of passenger bags,
and achieve a positive match of passengers and bags to keep unaccompanied bags off

airplanes.

1989

January 1989
FAA published a rule in the Federal Register requiring airports to install computer
controlled access systems, or similar systems, to limit unauthorized entry into secure

areas.

February 1989

The secretary of transportation led an U.S. delegation to a special International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO) session in Montreal on aviation security. The meeting was
called at the request of the United States and the United Kingdom to discuss more
stringent international security measures for passengers, baggage, and cargo. These
consultations resulted in a number of improvements to aviation security standards and
recommended practices contained in Annex 17 to the Convention on International Civil
Aviation (Chicago Convention) administered by I[CAO.

March 1989
FAA announced proposed fines totaling $1 million against 26 airlines for failing to detect
test objects during FAA checks of airport screening checkpoints.

FAA announced a final rule requiring foreign airlines serving the United States to
submit security plans to the agency for review and acceptance.

FAA participated in the establishment of the ICAO ad hoc group of specialists on the

detection of explosives.

April 1989
On April 3, the secretary of transportation detailed a series of immediate and future FAA
actions designed to further enhance aviation security. These included improvements in
the FAA security notification process, rulemaking to require explosives detection
equipment as part of U.S. airline security programs, and an expansion of FAAs security
inspection force.

The secretary of transportation met with transportation officials in a half dozen
European countries to discuss enhancing international security.






December 1989
Assembly and installation of the TNA explosives detection system began at the Pan Am

baggage makeup area at Miami International Airport.

1990

January 1990

The U.K. secretary of state for transportation visited the secretary of transportation to
discuss the status of investigations into the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 and other
security matters.

FAA participated in an effort by ICAO to develop a draft treaty on taggants that
could be added to explosives to make them detectable by gas analysis techniques.

Two FAA aviation security specialists assigned to [CAO under a memorandum of
cooperation for enhanced aviation security and training assistance to member states
reported to Montreal Jan. 29. The second expert reported on March 26.

FAA completed negotiations with an independent testing laboratory to conduct tests
and develop testing protocols for new aviation security equipment.

February 1990
The FAA administrator completed a series of informal meetings with air carriers,
passenger interest groups, and employee union representatives to discuss the issue of
public disclosure of threats against civil aviation.

FAA held a meeting in Washington with selected air carrier security directors to
discuss proposed explosives detection system requirements.

FAA met in London with directors of security for U.S. air carriers serving Europe
and the Middle East to discuss explosives detection systems deployment and other
security initiatives.

March 1990
The first permanent FAA civil aviation security liaison officer to be formally assigned to
an American Embassy overseas was stationed in London.

The Air Transport Association presented the FAA with a proposal to improve the
selection and training of security screening employees. FAA welcomed the proposal and
intended to require all airlines to adopt the new standards.

As a follow-up to his April 1989 trip, the secretary of transportation went to Europe
to discuss international aviation security issues with senior transportation officials.

The ICAO Legal Committee with 67 member states considered a draft treaty on
taggants. The committee agreed on the provisions of a final convention for ratification by
an [CAO Diplomatic Conference in early 1991.

FAA and the British Airports Authority signed an agreement to permit the
installation of a TNA device at London’s Gatwick Airport for use by U.S. carriers.






August 1990
FAA issued a final amendment to the air carrier standard security program establishing
new standards for the testing and calibration of metal detectors.

FAA issued a proposed change to the air carrier standard security program to
incorporate selection and training standards for screening personnel based on the model
presented by the Air Transport Association.

The agency completed arrangements to send 27 security specialists to Europe and the
Middle East to monitor U.S. airline compliance with FAA security requirements.
Meanwhile. it worked on arrangements to send another 27 to the Far East and Latin
America.

September 1990

FAA issued a proposed change to the air carrier standard security program to incorporate
ICAO Standard 4.3.1 (passenger/baggage matching) and require the X-ray inspection of
international checked baggage at designated U.S. airports.

October 1990
The FAA intelligence division was reorganized into the office of intelligence with three
divisions and 32 authorized personnel.

FAA issued a proposed change to the air carrier standard security program to require
a passenger/baggage match for selected passengers on domestic flights and to introduce
new X-ray inspection procedures for checked baggage.

FAA proposed a revision of the foreign air carrier model security program to include
a requirement to detect test objects, standards for X-ray systems and metal detectors,
selection and training standards for screening personnel, a requirement to provide
checkpoint security supervisors, and a requirement to implement ICAO Standard 4.3.1
(passenger/baggage matching).

FAA issued a final amendment to the air carrier standard security program
incorporating ICAO Standard 4.3.1 (passenger/baggage matching) and requiring the X-
ray inspection of international baggage at designated U.S. airports effective Dec. 8.

Installation of a TNA at Dulles Airport in Virginia was completed.

November 1990
FAA issued a broad announcement soliciting input from industry on new technologies
and new applications for existing technologies in civil aviation security.

FAA issued a proposed change to the air carrier standard security program to
introduce new training standards for persons performing enhanced or extraordinary
security procedures at high-risk foreign airports.

On Nov. 16, the president signed the Aviation Security Improvement Act of 1990.
The act strengthened the federal government'’s role in civil aviation security through a
number of actions recommended by the President's Commission on Aviation Security
and Terrorism.
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FAA initiated a memorandum of agreement with INTERPOL and the largest U.S.
airports forghe dissemination of threat information through Airport Law Enforcement
Agencies Network communications channels.

FAA adjusted some specific domestic security measures to decrease the
inconvenience to passengers and costs to airports without any decrease in the overall
security level.

April 1991

FAA published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to establish minimum standards for
hiring, continued employment, and contracting for airport and air carrier employees
engaged in security-related activities.

FAA issued a revised Model Security Program for foreign air carriers that included a
requirement to detect FAA test objects, standards for X-ray systems and metal detectors,
selection and training standards for screening personnel, a requirement to provide a
checkpoint security supervisor, and a requirement to implement [CAO Standard 4.3.1 on
passenger/baggage matching.

May 1991
Selections were made for federal security managers at John F. Kennedy, Honolulu, Los
Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco, Dallas Fort Worth, and Miami International airports for
the first phase of stationing federal security managers at all of the largest airports.
Foreign airport assessment activity was expanded to include eight Soviet airports,
including two in the Soviet Far East. FAA inspectors visited those locations in
anticipation of U.S. air carrier service and increased Aeroflot service to the United States.
FAA provided training to aviation security personnel in Barcelona, Spain, for the
1992 Summer Olympics.
FAA authorized implementation of modified security contingency procedures at
domestic locations with no change in requirements at overseas locations.
The FAA administrator reviewed and approved the “Review of Threats to Civil
Aviation.”

June 1991
The FAA issued a final rule requiring airlines to notify aircrew members when there is a
specific and credible security threat to their flight,

Selections were made for Federal Security Managers at Atlanta, Baltimore
Washington International, Boston, Denver, Detroit, Houston, San Juan, Seattle, St. Louis,
Washington National, and Dulles International to complete the stationing of federal
security managers at the largest airports.

The Scientific Advisory Panel for Aviation Security was established.

July 1991
FAA issued a final rule to require foreign air carriers to provide passengers a similar level
of protection as that afforded by U.S. air carriers serving the same airport.






at these airports to identify and strengthen potentially vulnerable areas. including those
not regulated by the FAA. This program was extended to 10 additional airports.

1992

January 1992
FAA implemented an improved training program for its inspectors conducting foreign
airport assessments and foreign air carrier security inspections.

February 1992

FAA proposed a rule to require criminal history records checks on persons who have
unescorted access to security-sensitive areas of an airport, as mandated by the Aviation
Security Improvement Act of 1990. The proposed rule would deny persons convicted of
certain crimes unescorted access to security areas.

The FAA issued a policy statement on requirements for recurrent security training
for air carrier ground security coordinators and crewmembers.

The secretary of transportation issued an order requiring public notification that
Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires, Argentina did not maintain effective
security measures and procedures. U.S. air carriers serving Ezeiza Intemational Airport
were required to notify passengers.

FAA issued a policy statement that said airport operators should focus security
resources on critical areas of an airport involving air carrier passenger operations.

June 1992
The FAA announced new policy initiatives on test object enforcement and targeted
testing of air carrier security screening checkpoints.

FAA expanded the membership of its Aviation Security Advisory Committee to
include representatives of the Aviation Consumer Action Project and the Victims of Pan
Am 103 public interest organizations.

The secretary of transportation directed termination of sanctions that declared that
Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires, Argentina did not maintain effective
security measures and procedures. As a result of technical assistance and training
provided by the FAA, a later airport assessment found adequate security was maintained.

FAA authorized air carriers to use explosive vapor/particle detection and enhanced
X-ray technology devices for voluntary use in screening carry-on electrical items when
specifically approved in individual air carrier security programs.

The FAA and Department of Defense executed a memorandum of agreement calling
for the armed forces to apply appropriate security controls to its military mail prior to
tendering it to U.S. air carriers overseas.

The Scientific Advisory Panel published its first report assessing the security
research and development program.






Draft guidelines for taking security into account during airport design and
construction were completed and were under review by the Aviation Security Advisory
Committee.

The security research and development laboratory for explosives detection system
certification testing opened at the FAA Technical Center in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

December 1992
The FAA published a document that defined program requirements for security research
and development, including program direction, milestones, and priorities.

1993

January 1993
The final report on federal security manger effectiveness stated that the initial mission
and purpose of the program had been successful in that it conveyed an early and
immediate line of communication with industry and other FAA counterparts.

A final report on Europe, Africa, and Middle East regional security communication
noted improved onsite problem resolution and presented recommendations for improved
quality assurance between the region and headquarters.

February 1993
The Aviation Security Advisory Committee was briefed on the federal security manager
effectiveness evaluation report.

March 1993
Three prototypes of hardened luggage containers were fabricated and blast-tested with
favorable results, as part of the effort to develop a certification standard in 1995.

With the posting of a liaison officer in Sydney, Australia, 17 security liaison officers
have been assigned to locations throughout the world to improve communications and
serve as a source of onsite expertise.

FAA/FBI vulnerability assessments at 29 major domestic airports were completed,
results analyzed, and a report to Congress submitted as required by the Aviation Security
Improvement Act of 1990,

Beginning in March, explosives trace detectors to screen electrical items in carry-on
bags were deployed first at La Guardia, then later at Atlanta and Dulles airports for
operational testing and evaluation. The results will assist in the preparation of
performance standards for the devices.

FAA appointed regional aviation explosives security coordinators in each of the nine
domestic FAA regions.

April 1993
A comprehensive FAA physical security management program for the protection, control
and safeguarding of FAA facilities and assets was established.






October 1993
The notice of availability of the final management plan for explosives detection system
certification testing was published in the Federal Register.

A revised change to the air carrier standard security program was issued to
implement minimum standards for hiring, continued employment, and contracting for air
carrier and airport employees engaged in security-related activities.

The FAA hosted the Sixth International Civil Aviation Security Conference attended
by nearly 400 civil aviation security professionals from over 40 countries. Explosives
detection systems and other advanced technology, threats to civil aviation, screening
procedures, airport security, the cost of security, and international standards and
cooperation were the primary themes.

The FAA administrator approved an updated “Review of Threats to Civil Aviation.”

November 1993

The FAA’s evaluation of its principle security inspector program stated the establishment
at FAA headquarters of a principle security inspector position for each of the major air
carriers had resulted in greater responsiveness to industry and more consistent
communication of policy.

December 1993

A comprehensive review by interested parties of the proposed revision of the Federal
Aviation Regulations governing airport and air carrier security began with an issue paper
sent to the Aviation Security Advisory Committee for comment.

1994

January 1994

The FAA initiated an in-depth 9-month evaluation of access control systems at major
airports in the United States. The findings were the first of a new approach to inspection
activities undertaken in 1994 and will be used to focus resources and activities.

February 1994
The FAA Technical Center chaired a seminar for subject matter experts from government
and industry to discuss elements to for a domestic passive passenger profile system.

March 1994
The FAA Technical Center performed a field evaluation of a domestic passive passenger
profile system with Northwest Airlines.

The AVSEC (Aviation Security) Contingency Plan was developed and placed in the
Airport and Air Carrier Security Programs. The plan requires air carriers and airports to
conduct joint annual tabletop exercises to simulate implementation of FAA-mandated
countermeasures, identify local operating procedures, and clarify responsibilities.






instructors who conduct initial and recurrent ground security coordinator training.
Screening company vendors may use several of the elements covered in this training to
meet FAA recurrent training requirements for screeners.

The FAA began drafting a paper proposing comprehensive changes to the model
security program governing foreign air carrier passenger operations to, from and within
the United States. The FAA anticipates issuing the revised program for comment in the
fall of 1996.

The first government/industry workshop on trace explosives passenger portals was
held at the FAA Technical Center.

The FAA and industry cosponsored the Airport Security Technology Workshop in
order to transfer technical information from the enhanced airport security system project
from government to industry.

December 1994
The FAA certified the first explosives detection system, the InVision CTX 5000.

The FAA developed new profile criteria to identify potential high-risk passengers so
the air carriers can better focus additional secunty resources. The training program for
profilers was updated and new requirements for testing proposed. Final implementation is
scheduled for winter of 1995.

Philippine Airlines Flight 434 landed safely Dec. 11 after a device exploded in flight
and killed a passenger.

1995

January 1995

FAA determined that a credible threat existed in Asia-Pacific region against U.S. air
carriers operating through specific airports. FAA deployed 78 security specialists to 13
airports in eight countries.

April 1995
Ramzi Yousef was arraigned in U.S. Federal Court for conspiracy and planning to bomb
U.S. commercial airlines serving East Asia.

The secretary of transportation issued a DOT Order requiring public notification that
Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila, Philippines, did not maintain effective
security measures and procedures. U.S. air carriers serving Ninoy Aquino International
Airport were required to appropriately notify passengers. Improvements were made and
the notification requirement was removed in March 1996.

June 1995
The AVSEC (Aviation Security) contingency plan was activated to counter a
UNABOMBER threat to blow up planes at the Los Angeles International Airport.

The secretary of transportation issued a DOT Order requiring public notification that
El Dorado International Airport in Bogota, Colombia, did not maintain effective security
measures and procedures, U.S, air carriers serving El Dorado International Airport were






July 1996

On the morning of July 17, the FAA’s Aviation Security Advisory Committee formed a
Baseline Working Group to identify options and develop recommendations for effective
and sustainable aviation security system improvements.

On evening of July 17, TWA Flight 800 exploded after leaving John F. Kennedy
International Airport, killing all 230 passengers and crew. As of December 1998, the
National Transportation Safety Board has not determined the cause of the accident.

The Olympic Games were held in Atlanta, Georgia, requiring stringent aviation
security.

On July 25, President Clinton announced heightened security measures and the
establishment of the White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security.

August 1996
On August 30, the Baseline Working Group of the Aviation Security Advisory
Committee issued its initial report.

September 1996

On September 9, the White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security issued
its initial report covering aviation security concerns and requested a special FY 1997
budget supplement to immediately begin implementing its recommendations.

The Fiscal Year 1997 Department of Transportation Appropriations Act provided
FAA with over $10 million to expand and improve the dangerous goods and air cargo
security program.

FAA began to establish consortia of parties with responsibilities for aviation security
at the nation’s commercial airports.

The president signed the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Act of 1997 on Sept.
30. It provided an additional $144 million to implement commission recommendations as
well as new or expanded aviation security programs and activities.

October 1996
On Oct. 9, the president signed the Federal Aviation Reauthorization Act of 1996.

The FAA formed a security equipment integrated product team of acquisition and
security experts to plan, purchase, and install explosives detection devices and other
advanced security equipment at the busiest U.S. airports, using the $144 million provided
for this purpose by the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Act of 1997,

The FAA began an interference with flight crew pilot project in Los Angeles and
Honolulu.

November 1996
An FAA-FBI working group on joint threat and vulnerability assessments at high-risk
domestic airports was established.

On Nov. 27, the FAA published the Falsification of Security Records Rule to prevent
the use of falsified documents to obtain positions allowing unescorted access to secure
airport areas.






On May 12, the Department of Defense convened and the FAA participated in the
Civil Aviation Anti-Missile Defense Task Force in response to a recommendation of the
White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security.

On May 14, the FAA issued proposed amendments to the standard security programs
for U.S. air carriers, couriers, freight forwarders, cargo consolidators, and foreign air
carriers to enhance cargo security.

On May 19, the FAA and the National Academy of Sciences Panel on Assessment of
Technologies for Aviation Security signed an agreement to study advanced security
equipment deployments and hardened cargo container tests and planned deployments.

On May 26, the FAA submitted a report to Congress on its use of additional funding
provided for its dangerous goods and cargo security program.,

June 1997

On June 3, the FAA completed a pilot program to examine the feasibility of matching
bags with passengers to ensure that the bags of individuals who do not board aircraft are
removed from the aircraft. This program responds to the White House Commission’s
recommendation that passenger-bag matching be implemented for domestic flights.

August 1997
On Aug. 1, the FAA issued notices of proposed rulemaking to revise parts 107 and 108 of
Title 14, Code of Federal Regulations.

The FAA issued a proposal to incorporate clearance and acceptance security
procedures for passengers and their bags into the air carrier standard security program,
implementing in part a White House Commission recommendation to ensure that all
passengers are identified and subjected to security procedures before they board aircraft.

October 1997

On Oct.1, the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division issued its review of
automated and manual passenger screening systems, which concluded that the systems
did not violate individuals’ civil liberties.

On Oct. 4, the FAA administrator signed a memorandum of understanding between
FAA and the National Safe Skies Alliance, a consortium of organizations proposing a
public/private partnership to assist FAA in the development and testing of aviation
security and safety technologies.

The vulnerability assessment of the national airspace system architecture was issued
in the final report for the President’s Commission on Critical Infrastructure Protection.

The K-9 explosives detection team program grew from 87 teams at 26 airports in
1996, to 128 teams at 37 airports in 1997. FAA and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms are conducting a joint research project to study alternative methods of training.

December 1997

On Dec. 23, the FAA administrator and leading U.S. airlines announced that passenger-
bag matching would be expanded using passenger screening to apply explosives detection
systems or bag matching to domestic passengers’ luggage.
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Presidential Decision Directive 63 on Critical Infrastructure Protection was issued
requiring FAA to develop and implement a comprehensive security program to protect
the modernized national airspace system from disruptions and attacks.

The FAA reopened until June 26 the comment period for its notice of proposed
rulemaking revising basic security regulations for airports and air carriers and held two
additional “listening” sessions.

September 1998
On Sept. 5, the FAA published the final rule extending background check regulations to
include screeners.

By Sept. 30, five major airlines and many regional air carriers had voluntarily
implemented Computer-Assisted Passenger Screening to select passengers whose
checked baggage is subjected to explosives detection system examination or bag
matching. All of the major airline reservation systems will be online by the end of the
year. As airlines voluntarily implement the automated screening program, FAA is
preparing regulations that will require its use.

November 1998

On Nov. 23, the FAA published a proposed rule that would require foreign air carriers
flying to and from U.S. airports to have security measures that are identical to U.S. air
carriers serving the same airports. This proposal would implement a provision of the
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996.

The FAA announced that a second explosives detection system had met its stringent
certification testing. The eXaminer 3DX 6000 system manufactured by L-3
Communications and Analogic Corp. joins InVision Technologies™ CTX 5000 and 5500
machines as FAA-certified explosives detection systems.

December 1998

By the end of the year, nearly all of the 74 purchased certified explosives detection
systems will be installed at U.S. airports for use in screening checked bags and more than
327 explosives trace detection devices will have been deployed for use at the screening
checkpoints.






A highlight of the event includes an opportunity for students to speak with some of
aviation's real pioneers -- Bill Broadwater, a Tuskegee Airman and a retired FAA
controller and Christopher Hart, FAA’s Assistant Administrator for System Safety. Hart
also is a great nephew of James Herman Banning, the first African American to receive a
pilot’s license in the United States.

“Throughout its history, the aviation industry has succeeded and thrived largely because
of the vision and dedication of pioneers like Orville and Wilbur Wright. Aviation’s
continued success depends on the ability of our next generation of aviators, today’s
youth, to keep the Wright Brothers’ legacy alive,” said FAA Administrator Garvey.

"The Space Shuttle on its way to the International Space Station, a spacecraft on its way
to Mars, and an aircraft that flies safer than ever before all have one thing in common:
they are made possible by people who studied and excelled in math and science," said
NASA Administrator Daniel S. Goldin. "If our nation's young people understand the
importance of these subjects, there is no doubt America will reach its destination of
greatness in the 21st century."

The event will include industry representatives from the Experimental Aircraft
Association, Professional Aviation Maintenance Association and National Air
Transportation Association.

Area schools participating in the activities include: Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology, Alexandria, Va.; Thomas Edison High School, Springfield, Va.;
Tuckahoe Elementary School, Arlington, Va.; Bradbury Heights Elementary School,
Capitol Heights, Md.; District Heights Elementary School, District Heights, Md.;
Doswell Brooks Elementary School, Capitol Heights, Md.; Concord Elementary School,
Capitol Heights, Md.; Shadyside Elementary School, Shadyside, Md.; Hyattsville Middle
School, Hyattsville, Md.; Sligo Middle School, Rockville, Md.; Harlem Park Elementary
School, Baltimore, Md.; Malcolm X Elementary School, Washington, D.C.; and Lucy B.
Slowe Elementary School, Washington, D.C.

After the event at FAA, students will tour the National Air & Space Museum and see the
actual aircraft flown by the Wright Brothers.

This is the first of a series of events leading to the 100" anniversary of the Wright
Brothers first flight in 2003.

Contact FAA or NASA public affairs office if you plan to attend.

NOTE: The first 30 minutes of the program is a live broadcast, electronic media will not be
able to setup before the remainder of the program. Therefore, the second portion of the
program will be available to the electronic press only via satellite. Satellite coordinates are:
GE3 (87 degrees west), band — KU, transponder 7 (H) and downlink frequency 11840MHz,
audio frequency 6.2 and 6.8 MHz. Reporters for electronic media are encouraged to attend.
HBHR
An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www._faa.gov
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The Arturo Merino Benitez International Airport is surrounded by the Andes Mountain
range and requires very flexible and precise navigation systems. Preliminary analyses
indicate that the horizontal and vertical accuracies for all flights were approximately
3-4 meters, well under the 7.6 meters required for Category I precision approaches.

Hi#
An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.cov






&% .

All passengers are encouraged to be alert for any suspicious, unattended bags, parcels or other
items, and report them immediately to airport personnel. While the FAA does not expect the
increased security to cause delays, travelers should check in for their flights at least one hour
early for domestic flights and two hours early for international flights.

The FAA is continuously monitoring all information and will take appropriate action as
warranted. No further details on specific security measures can be provided since to do so may
compromise safety for the flying public.

it
An electronic version of this news release is available via the
World Wide Web at http://www.faa.gov









The FAA also cleared the sleigh for all-weather operations when it certified special flight
equipment designed to ensure the completion of the flight regardless of weather.
Rudolph. with his nose so bright, is now set to guide Santa’s sleigh that night. The sleigh
is also equipped with an in-flight deicing system specially designed for polar routes.

The flight, known to air traffic controllers as Kringle One, requires special international
clearances. The FAA has coordinated its efforts with its international counterparts around
the world. Dubbed the Santa Pact, the international agreement grants automatic landing
rights and waives fees worldwide. In addition, a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) will be
issued December 24 to ensure maximum see-and-avoid efforts. The flight plan calls for
the flight to begin the evening of December 24 and proceed westward in order to take
advantage of time zones and to maintain the cover of darkness.

The FAA was pleased to discover the sleigh already met regulations requiring the Terrain
Avoidance Warning System (TAWS), addressing the top priority on the agency’s safety
agenda — the elimination of controlled flight into terrain. The TAWS equipment is
especially important for the flight level below the regulated 1,000-foot minimum altitude
required for Santa’s flight. Avionics include a Traffic Alert and Collision Avoidance
System (TCAS) transponder, not currently required for cargo sleigh-craft. Also on board
is a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver allowing Santa to pinpoint his exact
landing site within one meter. Santa expects this to eliminate delivery mistakes.

All seat belts were tested including the special seat belt extension needed to
accommodate the Jolly Old EIf. “It’s all those cookies.” he sheepishly told inspectors.
Santa’s flight manual calls for the use of seat belts at all times to avoid turbulence-related
injuries.

“The entire agency stands ready with its international partners to make sure Santa’s flight

is as safe and efficient as possible,” said Garvey.

# i
An electronic version of this news release is available via

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov






The FAA continues to take legal enforcement action and issue civil penalties when

appropriate. The agency may take administrative action in lieu of legal action when all of

the following occur:

e Applicable law does not require legal enforcement action;

* Lack of qualification or competency was not involved,;

e The violation was inadvertent and not deliberate;

e The violation was not the result of a substantial disregard for safety or security and
the circumstances of the violation are not aggravated.

The FAA also considers whether the alleged violator has been involved previously in

similar violations and considers if an administrative action will serve as an adequate

deterrent.

The agency’s 3,310 safety inspectors and 30 aviation drug abatement inspectors are being
trained and will begin using the new process in June.

#i#

An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov











