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MEDI DVI ORY 

A GTO -- Aviation industry fuel management e perts from around the 
world will gather next week for the Transport Fuel Flammabilit onference, at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Washington, D. The conference is being convened October 7-9 
b The Federal viation Administration (F ) and ociet of Automotive Engineers 
( AE) Aerospace to di cuss the technical issue related to fuel flammability and fuel 
inertion. 

Opening the conference will be FAA dmini trator Jane Garvey s ociate 
dministrator for Regulation and Certification Gu Gardner, House iation 
ubcommittee Ranking Minority Member James Oberstar and 1T B hairman Jame 

Hall. Ron Wojnar, manager for the F 's Transport Airplane Directorate, will chair the 
three-day conference. 

The conference will cover the dynanlic of fuel flammabilit and current research 
on the subject. Papers will be delivered on fuel system design philosophies safety 
considerations and testing requirements. aintenance processes and procedures for fuel 
ystem as well as nitrogen inerting s stems will also be discus ed . 

edia is invited to attend both the conference and the media briefing on Thursda , 
October 9, 1997 at oon. Camera coverage will be restricted to the opening session on 
Tue da , 9·00 a.m.-11:00 a.m., the media briefing, and the closing session on Thursday at 

00 p.m. 

The conference is being jointly sponsored by the F and AE. AE Aerospace 
ha more than 8 000 members who work in the aerospace field and is the largest aerospace 
standard -setting body in the world . 

For more information on attending contact F 
AE public affairs at 412-772-8516. 

### 

public affair at 202-267-3479 or 

An electronic ver ion of ll, i news release i available via 
th e World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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aturda., Oct. 4, 1997 

FAA 1gn greement with ational afe Joe llian e 

\J H GTO -- Under an agreement sign d toda b tw n th Federal 
viat10n dministration (F ) and an al liance of industry academic and g ernment 

organizations the agen y will gain an operational te ting ground for nev I d eloped 
ecurity technologies. 

The F m m randum of under tanding pro id s about 1 million to the 
ational afe kie Alliance, a non-profit group that include the McG -Ty n 

Knox ille irp rt. Oak Ridge ational Laboratori s, Honey\: 11 orp., American 
ngine ring In ., and the Univ rsity of Tennessee. 

·' afety is our high st priority and this r search\: ill help make the world. afest 
kies e n safer·· said F dministrator Jane Gar y. 'The Whit Hous omm1ss1on 

for iation afety and curity called for sweeping chang sin a iation securit which 
w ar rapidly implementing." 

The centerpiece of th cooperative agre ment i th er ation of a ite forte ting 
ne, checkpoint creening technologies at McG -Tyson Knox ille irport. The program 
i design d to gaug reactions from th flying public while it monit r the perf m1ance of 
e urity equipm nt under actual op rating condition . 

Th memorandum of under tanding al o include se ral promi ing r carch and 
development proj cts. including tudi in airport vulnerability ass sm nt, s. stem 
integration for e urity equipment and procedure , explo i e detections t m 
dev lopment and testing. airport and air arrier securit operations simulation and 
modeling. and r search supporting th F ·s aircraft hardening program. 

### 

An elec1ro11ic version of thi news re/ea e is available via 
the World I ide Web at: www.ftw.gov 
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FAA le t in olleoe to Help Train ir Traffic ontroller 

W HIN TO -- The Federal viation dministration (F ) has selected nine 
coll ges to help train future air traffic controllers. The nine wjll work togeth r with the 
F under the agenc ' ollegiate raining lnitiati e ( TI to enhanc and e, pand their 
aviation curri ulum in air traffic ontrol. 

his additional ducation and training in air traffic control, <level ped to F 
standards ill increa e the pool of potential qualified applicants th F can consider 
for future air traffic control positions and incr ase mployment opportunities for 
participating tudents . 

.. This growing coop ration ith colleg s throughout the nited tates will h Ip us 
get the best people to be air traffic controllers " F dministrator Jane F. Garvey said .. 
·'Qualified controllers ar at the heart four efforts to increas th afety of our air traffic 
system while al o nsuring its growth,'' he stat d. 

Th F selected the new colleges in th TI ba don d tailed criteria that 
includ curriculum, faculty, int rvi ws with students facilities and upport for the ov rail 
aviation program. Th nin institutions are: 

ollege of ronautics Flushing Y· 
' 

* Daniel Web ter allege, ashua. NH· 

* Dowling allege Oakdal , Y-

* mbry-Riddle ronautical niv r ity. Da tona. Bea h, FL; 

* Inter merican niv rsity of Puerto Rico, an Juan, PR; 

iddle Tennessee tate niversity, urfr esboro, 1 • 



* Mt. San Antonio College. Walnut, CA, and 

* Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN. 

These nine join four other colleges that have been participating successfully in the 
CTI for five years. The four colleges are Community College of Beaver County. Beaver 
Falls, PA; Hampton University, Hampton, VA; University of Alaska. Anchorage, AK, 
and University of North Dakota, Grand Forks. ND. Since 1992, the FAA has hired more 
than 300 controllers who are graduates of these institutions. 

### 
A 11 electronic version of this news release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.Jaa.gov 



Talking Points 
Fine Air Operational Status 

October 10, 1997 

• FineAir will resume operations on(v if it meets the terms of the September 12. 
1997 Consent Agreement. 

• FAA is doing al l the right things with the carrier to ensure those conditions are 
met. 

• FAA may let FineAir resume limited service within a couple of weeks if they: 
-- Submit proper revisions to cargo handling procedures. flight operations and 
maintenance manuals. 
-- Revise cargo systems, procedures and training for cargo handlers. 
-- Revise training for fli ght crews and flight tracking personnel. 
-- Demonstrate cargo, weight and balance and loading procedures to the FAA' s 
satisfaction. 
-- Revise procedures to determine aircraft performance for all phases of flight 
based on FAA data, and satisfactorily demonstrate all phases of flight operations. 
-- Submit new letter of compliance to Miami FSDO. 

• FineAir may resume full operations -- probably not for several months -- if it 
addresses 26 more items in the following areas: 
-- hazardous materials hand I ing. 
-- relationships with repair stations 
-- maintenance 
-- wet leasing 
-- security identification 

• FAA is working with FineAir to help them meet the terms of the consent 
agreement. but the carrier is responsible for developing and meeting a timetable 
for its return to service. 



TALKING POINTS 
Regulations Governing Hazmat Carried by Couriers 

• All couriers are automatically selectees under security screening procedures. 

• The screening procedures used at check in, i.e., the routine questions asked about one's bags, 
are to detect potential terrorist activity. They are not designed to detect hazardous materials. 

• It is the responsiblity of the shipper to declare any and all harardous materials. 

• [t is possible that an airline could have done everything it was supposed to do under a 
security regime and still fail to detect hazardous material. 

• The FAA is taking a hard look at its current procedures to see if they need to be revised. 
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F Fine World irwa 

W HTNGTO -- In a con ent order and ettlement agreement between the Federal 
iation dmini tration (F ) and World Airway , Inc., the Herndon, Va., ba ed carrier ha 

a reed to pa a civil penalty of 610,000 for nine ca e involving violation of .. a iation­
ecurit regulation . 

ight of the nine ca es involve a "w t lea e" agreement between World Airway and 
Mala ia • rline . ·'wet lea e" i the lea ing of an aircraft and it crew b an aviation compan 
to another carrier. s a . . certificated carrier u ing a . . regi tered civil aircraft, World 

• rwa ' aircraft are required to be operated at all time in compliance with . . ederal viation 
Regulation 

The F alleged that the aircraft violated ecurit regulation while conducting flight in 
ape Town and Johanne burg, outh rica, in January, priJ, May, June, and July of 1996. The 

ninth ecurity ca e occurred in Belfa t, orthern Ireland, in June, 1996. one of the violations 
occurred in air pace. Th F cannot di cu detail of the ecurit violation . 

The con ent ord r and ettl ment agreement was signed on rida ept. 26. nder the 
agreement, World Airwa was required to immediately pay 40 ,000 and will con ult with 
representatives of the F , including the agency' principal ecurit inspector, to enhance 
ompliance with r gulatory requirement . In addition, the carrier promi d to · 

• on ult with company security official prior to making a deci ion to enter a new 
foreign market ; 

• Prior to the tart up operation to and from new foreign market , en ure that 
appropriate ecurity mea ures are in place; and 

• Inve t in ecurit training with foreign cu tomers and airport official 

If the carrier meet all the provi ions and i not found to have committed any ecurity 
violation for 12 months after the agre ment wa igned, the remaining 205,000 of the penalt 
will be u pended. t thi time, the ha determined that World Airwa i acting in good 
faith to impro e it ecurit program. 

- more -
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The announcement of the civil penalty assessed to World Airways is being made in 
accordance with the FAA' s policy of releasing information to the public on newly issued 
enforcement actions in cases that involve penalties of $50,000 or more 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 



READ -ONLY STATEMENT 
ON JOHN DENVER PILOT LICENSE 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today said 
that John Denver had not met the agency ' s medical standards 
and had been requested to return his medical certificate . 
By the time of the accident, Mr. Denver had not voluntarily 
surrendered his cer tificate and legal action to recover the 
certificate had not yet been initiated by the FAA . 

It is a federal requirement that pilots must have a 
valid medical certificate in addition to a pilot's license 
to fly legally . Mr . Denver's pilot ' s license had been 
issueq in the name of Henry John Deutschendorf, Jr. 

According to Federal Aviation Regulations, "No person 
may act as pilot-in-command, or in any other capacity as a 
required pilot flight crewmember while he has a known 
medical deficiency, or increase of a known medical 
de:iciency , that would make him unable to meet the 
requirements for his current medical certificate. " 

Because of privacy concerns, it is inappropriate for 
the FAA to comment on why Mr . Denver did not meet the 
agency's medical requirements . 
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E 

ppoint Two ew ational Re ource peciali t 

HINGTO -- The Federal viation dministration (F ) ociate 
dmini trator for Regulation and ertification Guy Gardner toda announced the 

appointment of Tom Kraft and Robert Ea tin to F ' s ational Re ource pecialist 
) team. The program tap internationally recognized e pert in their respective 

field , to erve a advi or to industry, government agencie and international aviation 
authoritie . 

ronautical communication . the for eronautical ommunication , 
Kraft is re pon ible for applying communjcation technologie involving aircraft to 
ground, aircraft to aircraft , and aircraft to satellite application to avionic terns . Kraft 
has 17 year e perience in aviation including work with Boeing. Mo t recently, Kraft wa 
working on aeronautical communication related to enhancing air traffic management in 
the ational Air pace tern, in oceanic and remote application and worldwide. 

Fra tur m bani fatigue and damage tol ranc . hief cientific and 
echnical dvi or for racture echanics, a tin is re ponsible for providing scientific 

and technical advice and guidance in aJI fra ture mechanics. [n addition, hi respon iblitie 
include fatigue and damage tolerance re earch and development program which protect 
both new and aging fleets . He ha 28 year of e perience in the field of tructuraJ analysis 
and de ign ith pecial empha i in fatigue and damage tolerance. He comes to 
from McDonn 11 Douglas where hi a ignment have included work on uch major 
aero pace program as the D -10, the BI, the pace huttle, and the -17. 

Kraft and Ea tin join a team of 18 ational Re ource peciali ts that are part of 
the F ' Office of Regulation and ertification. 

### 
n electroni version of tlti 11ews release i avai/(lb/e via 

tire Wnrld J, ,de Weh at: www.f0t1.gov 
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F A Propo e Fine for Hazardou Materials Violation 

WA HING TO -- The Federal Aviatjon Administration (FAA) has proposed 
fining Reuters America Inc. of ew York, .Y. , a $100,000 civil penalty for shipping 
undeclared hazardou materials. 

In F AA's notice of proposed penalty issued ept. 19, Reuters is cited for 
knowingly offering hazardous material for transportation by air when the materials were 
not prop rly classed, described, packaged, marked and labeled a required by the 
Department of Tran portation's hazardous materials regulations. In addition, the shipment 
e ceeded quantity limitation for both pa senger and cargo-only aircraft and wa not 
accompanied by a shipper's declaration of dangerous goods, also required by regulation . 

lrregularitie were discovered in eptember 1995 when a FedEx employee at the 
company' lndianapoli , Ind., sort center found a fiberboard box that was leaking. The 
outer bo contained three inner boxe , all of which contained Fuji color bleach repleni her, 
which by regulation i classified as corrosive liquid. The package had been transported 
from Dallas, exas, to Indianapolis, Ind., on board a regularly scheduled cargo-only 
FedEx flight. 

In it notice to Reut rs America Inc., FAA stated that it is proposing a $100,000 
fine. Reuters has 30 da s from the receipt of F 's letter to respond to the notice. 

### 
An electronic 1>er ion of th i m?11> re/ea e i a1>ailahle 1>ia 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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E 

M DI ADVI OR 

omm rcial pac Tran portation d i ory ommittee to e t 

W HI TO -- The Commercial pace Transportation dvi ory ommitte 
T C), the broad-ha d indu try group that ad i e the Fed ral iation dmini tration 

) and the Departm nt of Transportation D Don the private launch indu try. v.ill m et 
Thur·day, Oct._"', in Room 2230 of the DOT Headquart rs Building 400 nth treet, . ., 
Washington, D. . Th m eting will be fr m 8:00 a.m. to I :30 p.m. 

nendees will hear rep rt from F dministrator ti r mm r ial 
pa Tran p rtation Patricia G. mith and TAC hairman Ron Grab , . enior tee 

president and a i tant general manager of Orbital ciences Corp. Launch terns roup. 

Rep. Dana Rohrabacher. R- alif., hairman of the Hou e of R pr ntati 
ub omrnitte on pac and eronautics. ha b n in it d to deliver a rep n n commercial 

launch legislati issues. Deputy Assistant ecretary of the ir Fore for pa e Polic and Plans 
Richard McCormjck ha also been invited to updat th commine n ir Fore policy and 
pr edures for conducting launch mishap in estigations. There will also be report. on curr nt 
Whit House commer ial space policy, the D partment of Def ens ' pac P lie Directi . and 
a bri fing on Global Po itioning _ stem (GP ) utilizati n for comm rcial launch operation . 

The ag nda ill al o include rep rts from s eral of the O T v ork in~ ~roups 
including th Ri k anag m nt Working roup. v hich covers insurance i sue : th Law1ch 

p rations and upp rt Working Group, which focuses on space laun h infr tru lure; and the 
Innovation and T chnology Working Group, which develops th annual eosynchron us ·arth 

rbit ( 0) i sion 1 d 1 Report that projects space launch d mand in futur y ar . 

Th meeting is open to the public. but pac may b limit d. 

### 
11 eleclro11ic ver ion of thi new re/ea e i available via 

the i orld ~ ide J eb at: w wfaa. 0 ov 



Talking Points 
Interference with Crew Members pilot program 

Protecting the safety of passengers and flight crew is an important activity. The FAA takes 
seriously all incidents of unruly passengers and inteiference with crew members in the 
perf onnance of their duties. The pilot program does not change FAA involvement at 
airports that are not included in the project. Cases of inteiference at locations not included 
in the pilot program will continue to be referred to flight safety inspectors from the Flight 
Standards District Offices for investigation. 

The pilot program involves agents from the Civil Aviation Security field offices 
responding to serious incidents, along with the airport police and FBI, to interview 
victims, suspects, and witnesses. This response by FAA security agents takes place after 
notification of a serious incident onboard a flight inbound to a location covered by the 
pilot program. 

The pilot program has been in place at Los Angeles and Honolulu airports since 
November 1996. In May 1997, FAA expanded the program to several airports in the 
Western Pacific region (San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, San Diego, Palm Springs, and 
Phoenix) and the Eastern Region (LaGuardia, Newark and JFK). 

At Los Angeles and Honolulu, there have been more than 20 incidents at each location 
that have resulted in FAA opening investigations and processing cases of interference with 
crew members. At JFK, LaGuardia and Newark combined there have been 12 cases 
opened by FAA as part of the pilot program. 

Since the pilot program was initiated in November 1996, there have been 55 incidents 
reported at participating airports. Of these, 13 have resulted in criminal prosecution. In 
addition, the FAA is proceeding with civil actions for each incident and has recommended 
a total of $96,800 in civil penal lies. 

Specifics of cases that are still pending as open investigations cannot be discussed. 

After an in-depth look later this year at the results of the pilot program, the FAA will 
decide whether or not to expand the pilot program to additional airports. 

Prepared Oct. 17. /997, R. Trexler/Don Collon 
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E 

FAA ST A TEME 'T O CLE VELA D-HOPKJJ AIRPORT 

At the request of the City of Cleveland, the Federal Aviation Administration ha 
convened a team of airport, air traffic, and flight standards expens to review recent 
surface incjdems at Cleveland-Hopkins International Airport. Plans are currenlly under 
way to schedule a meeting of FAA specialists. pilots, airline , airport official , and 
others m discuss on-going ini1iarives to assure lhe con inued safe operation of 
Cleveland-Hopkins . 

The FAA has reported 19 surface incidems at Cleveland-Hopkins since Jan 1 All of 
these incidents were thoroughly investigated by the FAA . Only one involved loss of 
required separation between aircraft, and enforcement action was initiated by FAA 
a ainst the pilots of the airplane involved. one of the other incidents resulted in a 
hazardous or dangerous situation. The nation's air traffic control system is des ·oned to 
catch and correct errors or potential conflicts. 1t is the safest such ystem in the world . 

The Federal viation Admini tration is committed to helping pilot a d others maintain 
the airport's excellent safety record . Since the beginning of !he ear the FAA. has 
increased staffing in the airport traffic control cower o enhance monitoring of activities 
on the airport surface ; provided funding to the City of Cleveland for a signal system to 
provide additional visual cues drawing pilot ' attention to lhc hold- hort po ition on 
Runway 28; obtained approval to use standardized taxi routes for departing aircraft; and 
met with pilots, carriers, and airport officials to review safety initia ·ve 

II 
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F I u Quarterl nforcement ction Report via Internet 

W HINGTO - As part of its ongoing effort to make safety data more 
accessible to the public the Federal viation dministration (F ) today added to its 
aviation safety infonnation website a quart rly enforcement action report for the period 
of January - arch 1997. 

The report i a compilation of enforcement actions taken against r gulated 
aviation entities for safi ty and security violations that have been closed with a civil 
penalty or where orders of certificate usp nsion or revocation have be n issued. 
Information for then xt two quarters of 1997 will be available on o . 21. 
A compani d by a narrative, the report contain the following infonnation: name, entity 
typ , date known to the FAA action taken sanction type and amount type of case and 
the date the action was clo ed. 

The information is r trieved from the agency s Enforcement Information ystem. 
It includes any aviation entity that holds a certificat with the agency su h as air carriers 
repair stations pilot schools and airports as well as foreign air carriers or other ntities 
regulated under Part 129 of the Federal viation Regulations. 

To access the report press the viation afety Information button located on the 
F 's Internet homepage at the Internet addr s wwl .faa.go . Once at the viation 

afety pag the report may then be acces ed by clicking on th Quarterly Enforcement 
Actions heading. 

Earli r this year F took the folio ing step to upgrade its aviation safety 
infonnation " ebsite with additional data to b tter inform the public about aviation safety: 

• Beginning Feb. 1 F began issuing pr releases on n ly is u d enforc m nt 
actions in the areas of safety and security for civil penalty violations of ~0,000 or 
mor • 

-mor --



• Effective Feb. 28, FAA dedicated a safety information page for consumers to access; 

• As of March 31, statistical data about airline activity, such as flight hours and 
departures, and a narrative describing the roles of FAA and other aviation entities, 
was posted on the website; and 

• Near Midair Collision statistics were posted on May 31. 

The FAA continues to explore other opportunjties to provide the traveling public 
with additional safety information. 

### 
Au e/ectror,ic versior, of this news release is available via 

the Wor/J Wide Web at: www.Jaa.gov 
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Phon : 202/_67-8-21 

F - Ital Fliobt t • Pre i , Worldwide atellite J a ioation 

w 
ationale Di 
. . and Italian 

-- Th F deral viation dmini tration F ) and Italy' nte 
i t nza I olo (El AV) hav complet d the fir t test flight u ing both 
atellit t t b ds -- the lat t t p toward a am) ss atellite-ba d 

Th F and r p n or d the Oct. 20-22 flight iampin irport near 
t sho\ the capabilitie f s_ stems lik th F s id Ar a ugmentation tern 

) in Europ an airspac . urr ntly und rd lopm nt is an t rk of 
ground station that will r cei analyze and refin signal from th Global Positioning 

y tern at !lites and s nd that information to aircraft flying in th W cov rag area. 

For the Italian t t , an F B ing 727 u ed ignals from th 
atellit T ·t Bed r TB) and Ital s M dit rranean T t B d ( TB). The 

forerunner t W , has uc es fully pro ided na igation a urac of --+ m t r -- ell 
within the 7.6 m t r n d d for pr cision approache . Ital is d eloping it te t bed a a 
pre ursor to the future ur pean ostation ry avigation O erlay y t m. 

··this effort show the significant ben fits that can com from international 
co peration. speciall in atellit navigati n and its augmentations,·· aid 

dmini trator Jan F. Garve . ··Th s technologi ar th corn r ton of the fun1re air 
traffic management system envisioned by th Int rnati nal i ii viation rganization.' 

The t sts featur d a ri of ategory I pre i ion approach by the F plane to 
confirm th ac uracy and r liabilit., of the j int test b d syst m. In thi t p of approach. 
normally u d in bad w ath r, a pilot must see th runv ay at no less than _QQ f ~1 above 
the 0 round and at a distanc of one-ha) f mi I . 

All qualified airports in th coverag ar a will ha thi sam ateg ry I 
capability -v h n W is fully op rational. '\ A also will provid pr cis en route 
navig tion betw en airport . all wing more aircraft to us th ame air pac m re saf lv. 

-m r -
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For the tests in Italy, WAAS-like correction signals from the NSTB and MTB were 
broadcast on the AOR-W and IOR Inmarsat 3 communications satellites. The FAA 
Boeing 727 was equipped to receive signals from both satellites. 

The demonstration helped lay the groundwork for future interoperability hetween 
international GPS augmentation systems and WAAS. The FAA plans to have W t\AS ready 
for use in its initial configuration by early 1999, and a fully operational system by the end 
of 2001. In a recent congressional hearing, leaders from government, industry. business 
aviation and general aviation all stressed that a complete WAAS is essential to m\!ct the 
increasing demand for air navigation services. 

### 

NOTE TO EDITORS: Graphics showing the approaches to Ciampino Airpo11 and the 
coverage .. footprints" of the Inrnarsat satellites are available by calling 202/267-8511 
Non-media requesters must call 202/651-2515. 

An electrouic version of tlti,~ news relea.u is availuhle vill 

the World Wide Web at: K>ww.fua.go11 
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Wednesday, October 22, 1997 
FOR DJATE RELEASE Contact: Roland Herwig 

D/FW Air T raffic Oper atio n amed Best mong Big irporls 

DALLAS/FORT WORTH -- Air traffic controllers were honored here this week as the 
best in the country, as the DIFW tower-tracon received a national air traffic facili ty of the 
year award 

"You are to be congratulated for accepting he changes in procedures at D/FW 
which help provide be ter service o our customers," Ron or an, the F. 's national 
dtrector of air traffic sefV!ces, told the controllers in ceremonies Tuesday 

A new metroplex air space plan -- culminating over 9 years of plannin and 
involving major changes throughout the United States -- was instituted in 1996. 
ControlJers brought the system on line with few disrup ions and major improvements in air 
traffic flow at the world's second busiest airport . 

Morgan told the controUers he aJways urges international aviation officials to visit 
D/FW to "see what kind of a job you have done.'' 

The award is based on competition hrou hout the United States at level 4 and 
air traffic facilities, "and you came out on top," Morgan said He cited s atistics showing 
l.2 million operations a year with a 3 3 percent increase in arrivals and 30 percent decrease 
in delays at D/FW. 

He said that he found on arrival that "your efficiency has outstripped (D/FW 
airport) their ability to furnish gates for travel." 

Controllers also earned a regional award, wi h Doug I urph , F 's regional air 
traffic manager, presenting he citation o Ross Schulke, acting manager 

JoEllen Casilio, D/FW air traffic manager who is now on detail to regional 
headquarters, accepted the national award, saying "on behalf of the outstanding 
professional controllers in this facility, I thank you." She said she was proud of them and 
the honors they earned. 

Others participa ing inc uded Clyde DeHart Jr., the FA 's regional adm.irus ra or 
#:### 
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IEDI DVI R 

W H GTO , D.C. - In on of the first major speeches of her term as 
drninistrator of the Federal Aviation Administration. Jane F. Garvey v ill address th 
ero Club of Washington on Tuesday October 28 at its monthly luncheon. Her addres 

will outline aviation safety initiati es. 

The luncheon is at L:00 noon at the Capital Hilton Hotel, l 61h K treets, W, 
Washington. D . 

For information on attending the luncheon. contact the ero Club of ashington 
at 1-800-"22-3761 or 703-3_ 7-7082. 
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F lodifications to Old r 737 

W GTO1 - The Federal viation Administration (F ) today ordered 
modifications and more frequent inspections of 33 U .. -registered Boeing 737s. Today's 

irworthiness Directive. effective immediately ac elerates inspections and modifications 
first ordered in 1994 when cracks, hich could ultimately cause a rapid decompression of 
the aircraft, were found in fuselage skin panel lap joints. A lap joint is where one 
fuselage skin panel overlaps another. 

The inspection program affects 17 aircraft with more than 60,000 flights while the 
modification program impacts 16 aircraft that have o er 70,000 flights. irlines have 
air ady comp let d the modification on se en of the 16 aircraft. 

"F s continued emphasis on aging aircraft issues has led to the identification 
of cracking in the fuselage skin of certain 737s." said F Administrator Jane Garvey. 
'The modification which was developed not only corrects these problems but will 
prevent any future problem in this ar a.'' 

The 1994 Air...~orthiness Directive (94-25-05) called for an extensive inspection 
and repair program as ell as a modification to the upper skin of the lap joint. This 
program was successful in both repairing this area and preventing further damage to the 
upper skin. 

During F ·s continued monitoring of this area, it received reports of cracks 
found in th lower skin of the lap joint which prompted the D issued today. 
Cons quently, the F is immediately requiring the modification of the lower skin lap 
joints for aircraft exceeding 70,000 flight cycles. This must be accomplish d within 600 
flight cycles or 80 days as a preventive measure reeardless of whether cracks have been 
found. {odifications. expected to cost bet\l een $30 000 and $95 000 per aircraft, are 
already being schedul d by airlines and will ultimately be required of all 737 aircraft once 
they reach 70,000 flight cycles. 

--more--



The inspection program, affecting aircraft with over 60,000 flight cycles, reduces 
the time between inspections from every 3,500 cycles to every 1,200 cycles. It -also 
orders the repair of any cracking. For those aircraft over 70,000 cycles the inspection 
time has been reduced to within the next 100 flight cycles. The inspection program is 
estimated to cost between $14,100 and $37,140 per aircraft, per inspection cycle. 

Airlines operating the affected aircraft include Southwest, Aloha, America West, 
Continental, Delta, USAir, Westpac, Frontier, United, Vanguard, Carnival, Ryan 
International , Airtran Airways, Eastwind. Air South, and Piedmont Aviation Services. 
There are an additional 34 aircraft operating in the worldwide fleet that have reached 
60,000 cycles as well as four aircraft in the international fleet that have in excess of 
70,000 flight cycles. 

The FAA will be notifying international airworthiness authorities alerting them to 
this Airworthiness Directive. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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Phone: 404-305-5100 

tatement on Fine Air 

TL T -- Following rigorou r inspections and demonstration flight the 
Fed ral viation dministration (F ) today authorized Fine Air ervi es Inc. (Fine 
Air) to resume revenue operation after the air carrier succe fully demonstrated that its 
air cargo op rations comply with fed ral safety regulations. 

Fine ir voluntarily cea d operations on ept. 4 following F inspections that 
re aled significant d ficienci sin Fine ir's \ eight and balanc control proc dure 
including ground handling,\ ighing of cargo, s urity of cargo on pallets accuracy of 
pallet, eight and condition of pallets and nets us d to r strain argo. Fine ir has nov 
impro ed its processes and procedures for handling cargo and has d rnonstrated to the 
F that it is in complianc with Federal viation Regulations and meets the onditions 
of the ept. 12 cons nt agre rnent that are n cessary to res um servic . 

F also c ntinu s toe aluate it o erall in pection program for air carg 
carriers. direct d by F dmini trator Jane F. Garvey on S pt. 4, inspe tors 
as igned to air cargo carriers ontinue to plac pecial emphasis on cargo loading 
programs including rything from the training for cargo handlers to th weighing of 
cargo and th loading and s curing of cargo loads. The results of thi 60-day r vie ar 
expect d in overnber. 

In additi n to the F s re ie\ , th Department of Transportation al o granted 
Fine Air authority to recommence operations to th ext nt permitted by the F after 
conducting a review of th carri r s conomic fitness. 

Fine iris a Miami-bas d cargo carri r that oper::n s D -8 aircraft throughout the 
Caribbean, Central and outh America. 

### 

11 electronic version of this new · release is available via 
the World Wide 1 eb at: www.faa.gov 
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dmini trator nnounce 
all For ollaborati e 

W. H TO1 - F Admini trator Jane F. Garvey aid Tuesda the F will 
s on i u a notic of pro po d rulemaking on Flight Operations Quality urance 
Programs FO 

·This rul intended to encourage th voluntary imp I mentation of F by 
pro idino assuranc that information obtained from uch program cannot b u ed by the 
F fi r punitive enforcem nt purpos s,'' arvey aid in remarks to the A ro lub of 
Washington outlining a iation safety initiativ s. 

rul will soon bes nt to the Department of Transportation and it retain 
om enfor nt authorit for the F to act wh n n ce sary, Garvey said. 

F is the oluntary coll ction. analy i , and haring of routine flight operation 
data, obtained by analysis of flight data re order information. 

'Fr m the experien e of Europ an carriers and through our own t o-. ear 
demonstration tudy, learned that the analysis of routine flight data pro ides ignift ant 
ben fits by identifying trend . 'Garv aid. "·To se trends p int out potential prob) m and 
enable u to tak corr ctiv t ps b fo re accid ms happen." 

Gar ey said the FOQA program is one of s veral \: here th F 
partnership with indu try and lab r to enhance a ·ation afi ty. 

1s w rking in 

··v e need a ne-.: safety model - on wher governm nt can b b th a partn rand, 
\ h n neces ary, an enforcer,'' ar ey said. "Ye , w ne d mpliance. but to mak further 
breakthrough in afi ty. to low r the ac ident rate. we must collab rat on th afet. agenda 
and th m an t fulfi II it. 'v e mu t w rk together.·· 

-more-



'·We have outlined an assenive program to enhance B'fiation safety," Garvey said. 
·'We are doing this through a t\vo-pronged approach: One, by developing a focused safety 
agenda and, two, by a new way of working together with all segments of avrntion:· 

Garvey told the audience of aviation leaders that the safety agenda w1J I be based on a 
ranking of safety initiatives supported by hard data and using established and tested 
methodologies. This way, Garvey said. the agenda ·•will lead to the safety improvements that 
have the potential lo bring the greatest benefits." 

Also. Garvey announcell that on Wednesday the FAA will detail a new progrum 
where the FAA is working in partnership with industry to use improved methods and 
technology to detect potential detects in aircraft engines. In addition, she noted a third GAIN 
conference is being scheduled next spring to attract greater participation in this global 
aviation safety infom1ation sharing program 

An electronic version of tile full speech text is available 
via the World Wide Web al: ,vwwJaa.gov 
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ORRE T D ER IO 

F lodifi ation to Older 737 

TOBER27PRE REL 
GE 2) 

E 

\J A H I GTO1 -- Th Federal Aviation dministration (F ) today order d 
modification and more fr quent in pe tion of 33 .. -registered Bo ing T7 . Toda s 

irworthin ss Dir ctive, effective immediately. ace I rates in p ctions and modification 
first ord r d in 1994 v hen era k , which could ultimat ly caus a rapid de ompres ion of 
the aircraft, wer ~ und in fu lag kin panel lap joints. lap joint is wh re on 
fus !age kin panel o rlaps another. 

Th inspection program affect 17 aircraft with mor than 60.000 flights while th 
modification program impacts 16 aircraft that have o er 70,000 flights. irlinc ha e 
air ady completed th modification on s n of the 16 aircraft. 

"F 's continued emphasi on aging aircraft issues has led to th identification 
of cracking in the fu elage skin of certain T'7 ," said F dministrator Jan Garvey. 
"The modification which wa develop d not only corr cts thes pr bl m , but \I ill 
pre ent any futur problems in this area.'' 

The 1994 irw rthines Dir ctive (9 -2--05) call d for an exten iv in pection 
and repair pr gram as w II as a modification to the upper skin of th lap joint. This 
program wa succe ful in both r pairing thi area and pr v nting furth r damage t the 
upp r kin. 

During F ·s continu d monit0ring ofthi area it r c iv d r ports of crack 
found in the lower kin of the I p joint \ hi h prompt the AD issued toda . 

on qm:ntly, the . i immediately requir1ng the modification of th low r kin lap 
joints for air raft x e ding 70,000 flight cy [es. Thjs must be accompli hed within 600 
flight cycl s or 80 da s as a pre ntive measure r gardles of wheth r era k have b en 
found . , lodification , xpect d to co t bet.., n ..,0 000 and 95,000 per air raft, are 
already being cheduled b_ airline and will ultimate)_ be required fall T7 aircraft once 
the reach 70,000 flight _ cle -. 



The inspection program, affecting aircraft with over 60,000 flight cycles, reduces 
the time between inspections from every 3,500 cycles to every 1.200 cycles. It also 
orders the repair of any cracking. For those aircraft over 70,000 cycles the inspection 
time has been reduced to within the next I 00 flight cycles. The inspection program ts 
estimated to cost between$ 14. l 00 and $37,140 per aircraft, per inspection cycle. 

Airlines currently operating aircraft with over 60,000 flights include AirTran 
Ainvay , Aloha Airlines, Aviateca, Sierra Pacific Airlines, Southwest Airlines and 
Vanguard Airlines. There are an additional 34 aircraft operating in the worldwide fleet 
that have reached 60,000 cycles as well as four aircraft in the international fleet that have 
in excess of 70,000 flight cycles. 

The FAA will be notifying international airworthiness authorities alerting them to 
this Airworthiness Directive. 

II # # 
An elecmmic version of this news rele11se is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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F Indu try To Impro e Engine In p ction 

H GT -- The Federal iation dmini trati n (F ) soon ill require 
th a iation industry to u improv d m thod and t chn logy t dete t potential d fects 
in aircraft ngin s. orking in partn rship. g emment and indu try ha agre d to u 
nhanced in p tions for certain high- nerg_ rotating ngine c mponents. The initiati 

i based n an e t nsi e analysis conducted b the FAA and industry on th historical 
a use f engine-related a cidents. 

ver the past ten ears. engine reliability ha improved teadily as t chnology 
ad an e have cut the failure rate of high-energ rotating components by approximately 
50 p rcent. Ho\ e r, the F foreca ts that commercial aircraft op rations, ill 
continue to increa e by 3 to percent p r year, -.: -hich ma increas th total number of 
ngin s failure unless action is tak n to furth r redu e the failure rate. 

"We hope that our effort t nhan ngin in pecti n -.: ill result in a reduction 
f up t 40 percent in the numb r of failur s of high-energy c mpon nts o er the next 

fi e to 10 ear,' said F dmini trat r Jane F. arvey. he add d that ·this initiative 
i part fa broad F plan that fi use on ad van ing afety and se urity and 
mo<l mizing the ational ir pace y tern:· 

n pt. 30, F and international aviati n indu try expert in ol ed with th 
manufactur , op ration. maintenance, repair and in pecti n f turbofan engin s met and 
agreed to: 

• Implem nt nhan ed in pection requirem nts that \ uld impro e the 
effecti ness of curr nt emrine inspection program ; and 

• Begin, n a priorit basi . impr v din p lion b the first quart r of 19 

The maj r turbofan ngine manufacturer ill submit t th A by the end of 
they ar plan n h w to in orporate the in tru ·ti n, fi r nhanced in pe ti n int the 
maintenance and erhaul manual for each ngine m dcl. 

- mor -



The enhanced inspections will focus on crirical engine components such as 
turbine engine disks. The enhanced inspections will make better use of automated 
methods and existing inspection methods. The improvements have resulted. in large part. 
from FAA and industry research. The FAA initiative will continually seek to improve 
inspection techniques to increase the rcliabi lity of flaw detection. 

The FAA ·s Certification Service. which includes the Engine & Propeller 
Directorate. certifies the airworthiness of domestically and foreign manufactured aircraft, 
engines and propellers that serve the Uniteu States. The FAA employs a highly 
specialized cadre of experts worldwide to certify state-of-the-art technolog)' and keep 
pace with a dynamic aviation industry. 

### 

An electronic versio11 of 1/,is news release is available via 
the Worltl Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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nnounce Indone ia ompJie 
With Int rnational afety tandard 

W H GTO D. . -- As part of its ongoing initiati e to provid the public with more 
information about aviation safety in international tra L the Federal iation dministration 
(F ) today announced Indonesia has been rea sess d and found to omply with int mational 
a£ ty tandards. On eptember 26, 1996, F announc d Indonesia had b en rated 

··conditional,' or ategory II folio ing a lay 1996 ass s ment. Th new rating announced 
today, ategory L means th nation m ets afety standards s t by th Int rnational ivil viation 
Organization (I 0). 

The a s m nts are not an indication of wheth r individual for ign carrier are safe or 
unsafe rather they d terrnine whether fo r ign ci ii aviation authorities are in place and the extent 
to " hich tho e authoritie ensure that op rational and safi ty procedures are maintain d by th ir 
air carri rs. 

The focus of th F ' s foreign ass sm nt program is on th civil aviation authority and 
not individual carriers. Toes ci ii authoriti s are ass ss d for their adherence to Int rnational 

i il viation Organization (IC 0 ) aviation safi ty standard not F r gulations. 

Travelers may call 1-800-F RE ( I-800-322-7873 to obtain a summary tatement 
about whether a foreign ci ii aviation authority has been ass s d and the results if a ailable. 

Countri s whose air carri rs fly to th nit d tat s must adher to th afety guid line 
ofI O the Unit d ations t chnical ag nc for a iation" hich stablish s international 
standards and r ommended pra tic s for aircraft op ration and maintenanc . 

The F , with the cooperation of the host civil a iation authority. on! makes 
a ses men ts of tho countries whos airlin s have operating rights to or from th ni ted tates, 
or have r quest d such rights. 

- m r -



- 2 -

Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO 
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the 
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements 
ofICAO; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the 
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance 
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at 
the time of the assessment: ( 1) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does 
not comply with ICAO standards. 

• Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to I icense and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category II , Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas 
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations 
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category JU, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found 
not to meet !CAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance wiLh 
ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil 
aviation; if it Jacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier 
operations requirements~ if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and 
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements: or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country 
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have 
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by 
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA will 
continue to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with 
international aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to Lhe pub) ic as they 
are completed. First announced in September 1994. the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States. 

frl'tt# 
An electro11ic version of this news release is. available via the 

JJIQr/d Wide Web at: http://ww111f1u,.r:ov 




