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For the tests in Italy, WAAS-like correction signals from the NSTB and MTB were
broadcast on the AOR-W and [OR Inmarsat 3 communications satellites. The FAA
Boeing 727 was equipped to receive signals from both satellites.

The demonstration helped lay the groundwork for future interoperability between
international GPS augmentation systems and WAAS. The FAA plans to have WAAS ready
for use in its initial configuration by early 1999, and a fully operational system by the end
of 2001. In a recent congressional hearing, leaders from government, industry, business
aviation and general aviation all stressed that a complete WAAS is essential to meet the
increasing demand for air navigation services.
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NOTE TO EDITORS: Graphics showing the approaches to Ciampino Airport and the
coverage “footprints™ of the Inmarsat satellites are available by calling 202/267-8521.
Non-media requesters must call 202/651-2515.

An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov





















“We have outlined an assertive program to enhance aviation safety.” Garvey said.
“We are doing this through a two-pronged approach: One, by developing a focused safety
agenda and, two, by a new way of working together with all segments of aviation.”

Garvey told the audience of aviation leaders that the safety agenda will be based on a
ranking of safety initiatives supported by hard data and using established and tested
methodologies. This way, Garvey said, the agenda “will lead to the safety improvements that
have the potential to bring the greatest benefits.”

Also. Garvey announced that on Wednesday the FAA will detail a new program
where the FAA is working in partnership with industry to use improved methods and
technology to detect potential defects in aircraft engines. In addition, she noted a third GAIN
conference is being scheduled next spring to attract greater participation in this global
aviation safety information sharing program.
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An electronic version of the full speech text is available
via the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov






The inspection program, affecting aircraft with over 60,000 flight cycles, reduces
the time between inspections from every 3,500 cycles to every 1.200 cycles. It also
orders the repair of any cracking. For those aircraft over 70,000 cycles the inspection
time has been reduced to within the next 100 flight cycles. The inspection program is
estimated to cost between $14,100 and $37,140 per aircraft, per inspection cycle.

Airlines currently operating aircraft with over 60,000 flights include AirTran
Airways, Aloha Airlines, Aviateca, Sierra Pacific Airlines, Southwest Airlines and
Vanguard Airlines. There are an additional 34 aircraft operating in the worldwide fleet
that have reached 60,000 cycles as well as four aircraft in the international fleet that have
in excess of 70,000 flight cycles.

The FAA will be notifying international airworthiness authorities alerting them to
this Airworthiness Directive.
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An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements
of ICAOQ:; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above.

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at
the time of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does
not comply with [CAO standards.

* Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards.

e Category 11, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas
that did not meet ICAQO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations
inspections and surveillance.

e Category 111, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found
not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with
[CAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country
that has received a Category Il rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards.

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA will
continue to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with
international aviation safety oversight standards.

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States.

#i##
An electronic version of this news release is available via the
World Wide Web at: http://www.faa.gov





