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For immediate 1elesse: 

FAA proposes $250,000 fine forSundance Air, Inc. 

FAA is proposing a $250,000 civil penalty against Sundance Air, Inc. of Denver for improper 

maintenance and for operation of its aircraft when they were not airworthy. 

Sundance holds a Federal Av,a11on Regula I0n part 135 operating cenif1cate permitting on-demand cargo lights and 

passenger flights w ith up to nine people. The company operates five P1pe1 Cheyenne aircraft , largely on United 

Parcel Service feeder rou es, rom its base at Cen enn1al Airport in Englewood. 

The FAA alleges numerous instances in which he company viola ed Federal Av1a ion Regula:1o"ls by 1mp1ope1ly 

'<eeping recoros and by main aining and operating unair or hy a1rcraf . 

In he CIVIi penalty proposal letter, FAA has 1nd1ca ed to Sundance that I wil l accep $250 ,000 as full set lemen 

o he ma er Sundance has 30 days to respond to he civil penal y le er before FAA takes any urther ac .10n. 

The anno1.;ncemen of ne civil pe alty proposal ts In accordance with FAA's poli cy o' releasing n ormat on to the 

public on newly 1ssL.ed enforcemen actions In cases hat involve penal Ies o • $50.000 or fT"o•a 
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FAA News 
F d ral iation dministration Washington, D 20591 

FOR IMMEDI TE REL 
P 1 -2-97 

Thursday, ov mb r 6 1997 
onta t: Kathryn 8. r edy 

Phone: (202) 267-8521 

nnounce Morocco omplie 
ith International at ty tandard 

W H OTO . D .. -- s part of its ongoing initiati e to provid th public with more 
information about aviation safety th F deral viation dmini tration (F ) today announc d 
Morocco ha been reassess d and now complies with international safety standards. On pril 22, 
1996 F announc d orocco had be n rat d ·conditional ' or ategory II following a 
January 1996 ass ssrn nt. Th new rating announced today ategory I, means th nation m ets 
safety standard et by the International i ii viation Organization (I 0). 

The ass s ments are not an indication of v hether indi idual for ign carri r are afi r 
unsafe rather the., det rmin whether for ign i ii aviati n authorities are in place and thee, t nt 
to which tho e authoritie ensur that operational and safety procedures ar maintained by their 
air carriers. 

The focus of the F 's foreign as sment program i on the civil aviation authority and 
not indi idual carriers. These civil authoriti are ass ss d for their adher nc to Int rnational 

ivil viation Organization (I 0) aviation safety tandards. not F r gulations. 

Travel rs ma call 1-800-F - URE ( l-800-322-7 73) o obtain a ummary statement 
about v hether a foreign civil aviation auth rity has b n ass ss d and the r suit , if a ailable. 

ountrie whos air carriers fly to the nit d tates must adh r to th safi t guid lines 
ofIC O th nit d ations· technical a~ nc for aviation\; hich e tabli h s int mational 
tandards and recommended practic s for aircraft op r tions and maint nance. 

Th , with the cooperation of th hot ivil a iation authority, onl mak 
a ment of thos countri ,. ho airline have operatjng rights to or from the nited tate , 
or have requ sted uch rights. 

- mor -
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO 
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the 
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements 
of f CAO; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements: 3) procedures to carry out the 
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance 
programs: and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at 
the time of the assessment: ( I) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does 
not comply with ICAO standards. 

• Category I , Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category H, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas 
that did not meet l CAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations 
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category IU, Does ot Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found 
not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with 
l CAO standards: if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil 
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier 
operations requirements; if it Jacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and 
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country 
that has received a Category III rating are not permined unless the country arranges to have 
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with Jess than acceptable ratings by 
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA will 
continue to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with 
international aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they 
are completed. First announced in September 1994. the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program lo assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States. 

### 
An electro11ic versinu of this news relea.\·e is available via the 

World Wide Web at: http://www.fim.gov 
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ontact: Alison Duquette 
Phone: 202-267-852 l 

tatement on carry-on baogage 

The FAA requires that air carriers develop and enforce carry-on baggage 
programs that ensure the safety of the flying public. s with all safety rules an air carrier 
is responsible for complying with federal regulations. Federal viation Regulations 
(F ARs) state that 'no certificate holder may allow the boarding of carry-on baggage on an 
airplane unless each passenger s baggage has been scanned to control the size and amount 
carried on board in accordance with an approved carry-on baggage program in its 
operations specifications." 

Carry-on baggage programs ary according to the type of aircraft operated by an 
air carrier. The AA approves these programs and during routine inspections checks to 
ensure that appropriate procedures are being followed. At this time, the FAA does not 
plan to am nd carry-on baggage regulations. 

In addition the F ARs require that pass ngers do their part. o passenger may 
board an airplan if his/her carry-on baggage exceeds the baggage allowance prescribed 
in the air carri r's program. 

The agency is currently drafting additional guidance to help air carriers prevent 
the boarding of carry-on baggage that cannot be prop rly stowed. The F also recently 
published a brochure to remind passengers of their responsibility to properly stow their 
carry-on baggage. 

### 

All electro11ic versiOll of this new re/ea e is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.Ja11.gov 



FAA News 
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F Announce rioidad aod Tobaoo omplie 
With [nternational af ty tandard 

v A H GTO D. . -- As part of it ongoing m1ttat1v to pro ide tµe public with more 
information about aviation afety. the Federal Aviation dministration (F ) today announc d 
Trinidad and Tobago ha b en r assessed and now complies ith international safi ty standard . 
On July 19, 1995, F announc d Trinidad and Tobago had been rated '·conditional,' or 

at gory II. following a Jun 1994 ass ssm nt. It as rea s ssed in ovemb r 1996 and again 
rat d 'conditional." The nev rating announc d today at gory I, means the nation meets afety 
standards et by the International Civil iation Organization (I 0). 

The a ses m nts are not an indication of v h ther individual foreign carri rs are safe or 
unsafe, rather th y detennine whether foreign civil aviation authorities are in place and the xtent 
to which tho authoriti s nsure that operational and safety proc dure ar maintained by their 
air earners. 

The focus of the F s for ign ass ssm nt program is on the civil aviation authority and 
not individual carri rs. Thes ci il authoriti s are assessed for th ir adh r nee to Int rnational 

ivil viation Organization (ICAO) aviation safety standards not FAA regulations. 

Travelers may call 1-800-F RE (1 -800-"22-7 T') to obtain a summary statement 
about-.; h ther a for ign civil aviation authority has been ass ssed and th r suits, if availabl . 

Countri s who air arri rs fly to th nited tat s must adher to th safi ty guidelines 
of ICAO, th nit d ations' t chnicaJ agency for aviation which establish s int rnational 
standards and r commended practic for aircraft operations and maint nance. 

The FA , with the cooperation of the host civil aviation authority. on! makes 
assessment· of those countries whose airlines have operating rights to or from the Unit d tates, 
or have requtsted such rights. 

- mar -



- 2 -

Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the lCAO 
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the 
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements 
of ICAO; 2) current.regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the 
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification. routine inspection. and surveillance 
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at 
the time of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does 
not comply with ICAO standards. 

• Category 1, Does Comply with ICAO tandard : A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and bas been found to license and oversee air cn.rriers in 
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category It onditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas 
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations 
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are pem1itled under heightened FAA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category III, Does ot Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found 
not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with 
ICAO standards: if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil 
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier 
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify. oversee and 
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country 
that has received a Category HI rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have 
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FM has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by 
providing technical expertise. assistance with inspections, and trainjng courses. The FAA will 
continue to work with other countries through ICAO ro address non-compliance with 
i11ternational aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as the, 
are completed. First announced in September 1994, lhe ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program to assess all counlrics with air carriers that operate to the United States. 

#.;# 
A 11 electrrm ic version <~( 1/u's 11ews release i:, (lvailable via the 

World Wide Wt!h at: !lllp://www.Jaa.,:ov 
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FOR DJ A TE RELEASE 
av 10, 1997 

FAA REVOKES A1R CARRIER C(RTIF1CATE 
FOR GRA YSO FL YING SERv1CE. fNC. 

/:AX: QS.4--155, 

Coniact : John Clabes 
405-954-7500 

FORT WORTI-I-The Fedc:-a.l Aviation Administration has issued an emergency order revokrng 
the Part l J5 air carrier cenificatc of :::irayson Flying Service. Inc .. Shennan-Den.ison. TX. for violating 
several air n::guliltions. 

11,e FAA said violations included opcralion of aircraft with inoperative equipment, failure Lo 
retain load manifests, failure to n.:co1d maintenance. failure lo perform required inspections, failure to 
comply with airwonhiness direcuves, operating aircraft out of ann\131 inspections. failure to weigh aircraft 
and failure to relilin pilot night time records. 

Grayson operated out of Gniyson County Airport and has been in tJ,c air lranSportalion business 
since 1972. The comp:my opcnucs ft ve Cessna aircraft and employs tJUtt pilots and Lwo mechanics. 
Grayson held authority to pcrfonn 011-demand passenger and ~rgo operations. The company has 10 days 
to appeal I.he order to I.he ation;,l T ransportation Safety Board. 



U.S. Department of 
Transportation 

FOR I f DIATE RELE 
P 15--97 

E 

Wednesday, o ember 12 1997 
ontact: Eliot Brenner 

Phone: 514-95 -8304 Cell: 202-493-95 L 
or: arrie Hyun/Phone: 202-366-556~ 

lat r Lauds IC O Member afety ction 

News: 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
http://www.dot.gov/briefing.htm 

MO TREAL, anada -- .. Transportation ecr tary Rodney lat r 
W dnesday lauded a move by members of th International i ii Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) to strengthen and xpand a ke safety oversight program as an important advance 
in global aviation safety. 

'·Pr sident Clinton is om.mitt d to rai ing the bar on aviation safety. l'm 
delighted that ICAO member ha e recognized that a global afety ov rsight program 
will benefit fl ers around th \ orld and that they ha e decid d to strength n th I 0 
program" Transportation cretary Rodn y later said in a tat ment. Broadening the 
I O program is an important advan e in strength nine safety worldwide. I want to 
compiim nl th F deral viation dministration (F ) d legation for their work in 
promoting this significant safi ty program at the lC Om ting, 

F Admini trator Jan Garv y, who led the U . . delegation to the special IC 0 
afi ty meeting, add d. •With th growth in aviation worldwide ifs important that we 

tak ev ry st p possible to make flying saf r, and strengthening th IC O afi ty 
Oversight Program ( OP) will help rai the level of afety aero s the world. That' 
particularly imp rtant for th Unit d tates as more Americans trav l abroad and in ar as 
wh re th nited tates has no regulatory authority.' 

lC Om mber nations directed th g v ming I O Council to take teps to 
broaden th P program. first implemented in 1996. The U .. lnt mati nal viat1on 

afi ty A sessm nt (IA ) progro.m b gan in 199_. The program both as ess the 
adequacy f national a iation saf ty r gulation s stems under international standards. 
The nit~d tates program assess sonly tho e nations that provides rvice to the nited 

tates. while an expand d !CAO program" uld affect all 18- member nations. 
(more) 



2 

ICAO members told the agency" s 33-member govemjng Council to move forward 
on nearly all of the points the United States advocated at the first-ever special ICAO 
meeting. Those included expansion of the SOP program, and an eventual expansion into 
other areas such as air traffic control systems, and airports and their support systems and 
faci lities. Additionally, members agreed that more information will be shared among the 
members about the results of oversight audits, that !CAO should conduct audits of all 
member states, and that in recognition of the importance of the safery oversight program 
it should become a regular ICA.0 budget item. 

ICAO members agreed to allow a nation a "reasonable length of time" to remedy 
problems identified by oversight officials, without strict timetables. 

The recommendations of the special meeting will be taken up by the governing 
council Thursday in a regular legislative session that will nm through Dec. 1 O. 

-30-
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U.S. Deporrmem 
of Transporrarion 

NOVEMBER 13, 1997 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

FAA PROPOSES $75,000 CIVIL PENALTY 
AGAINST MESA AIRLINES 

News: 
Feoaral Aviation Admlnls ronon 
0 lee of Publlc a irs 
southwest Region 
Fort WOil . leJCOS 76193-0005 

CONTACT: John Clabes 
405-954-7500 

FORT WORTH--The Federal Aviation Adlllinistration has proposed a 
$75,ooo civil penalty against Mesa Airlines for flying an aircraft 
wi th unsecured parts caused by loose bolts. 

The FAA said Mesa failed to use maintenance manuals properly on a 
Beech Model 1900D aircraft and returned it to service after 
maintenance with the outboard weight assembly on the elevator 
improperly secured. Mesa subsequently operated the aircraft on 75 
flights. 

Mesa has 15 days from receipt of the civil penalty letter to 
respond before the agency takes further action. Mesa is subject to a 
penalty of up to $10 1 000 on each violation. The FAA has authority to 
settle a civil penalty but if the matter cannot be resolved by 
settlement, a complain may be filed by the U.S. Attorney's office in 
federal court. 

The civil penalty announcement is in line with the FAA's policy of 
releasing information to the public on newly-issued enforcement 

"t!:JVV • 

ac ions against airlines involving civil penalties of $50,000 or more. 
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ontact: Kathryn B. Creedy 

Phan : 202-267-8521 

F i ii Penalty gain t olombia' T irline 

WA HI GTO -- The Federal Aviation Admjnjstration has proposed a 495.000 
fine against Aero Transcolombiana de arga LTD (AT ) for operating a DC-8- -1 
aircraft without complying with the op rating limitations specifi din the FAA appro ed 
Airplane Flight Manual. 

TC operated the DC-8 over the w ight limits set forth in its F A-approved 
flight manual during 66 flights to and from the ruted tates. ATC' load he t from 
the period betvveen Jun 14 1996 and Augu t 12, 1996 show that flights w r operated 
when th aircraft was loaded in xce s of its maximum pennis ible z ro fu I " eight of 
1 7 ,500 pounds. xcess weight ranged from 269 pound to 36,733 pounds. 

In addition. the load sh ets r fleeted that the 66 flights wer also op rating in 
xcess of th maximum allowab! landing v eight of 199 500 pounds. Exe s w ight 

ranged from 130 p unds to 17.449 pounds. TC ' s operations ofth se 66 flights were 
also contrary to the provisions of the International ivil viation onvention. 

TC has 15 days from r ceipt of the civil p nalty letter to respond before the 
agency takes any further action. In cases such as this where th F ' proposed p nalty 
xceeds 50 000 the F has the authority to settle civil penalties against proposed air 

carriers and oth rs in th aviation industry. If parties cannot arrucably resolve the matter, 
the go emment mu t fil a complaint in th appropriate . . District ourt. 

The announc ment of the civil penalty propo ed against ATC is being made in 
accordance with the FAA's polic of r leasing infom1ation to the public on newly issued 
enforcement actions in cas s that involve penalties of 50.000 or mar . 

### 
1111 e/ecrro11ic ver. ion oft/Ji new release i • available via 

the /, orld Wide Web at: ww111.fl111.go1• 
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RE DO LY T TEME T 

tat m nt on Port uthority of , York and , J 
PF pplication for the .JFK Light Rail tern 

W H T -- There will be nod ci i n l da regarding the JFK Light Rail 
ystem (LR ) pa ng r facili ty charge (PF ) appli ation. The F deral A iation 
dmini tration continu to anal z the P app licati n and ill mak a decisi n when 

the analy i i ompl te. 

### 
A n e/ectro11ic ver. ion of th L new ' re/ea e is t1vfti/(lb/e via 

the J orld J irle J eh at: w, w.faa.gov 
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ontact: Fras r Jones 

Phone : 202/267-852 l 

F elect Lockheed Martin for ir Traffi c Modernization ontract 

WA HINGTO -- The Federal iation dmin istration (F ) toda sele ted 
Lockheed Martin to provid technkal and profe sional servic s that ill help th agenc 
modernize the nat ion · s airspace and meet ai r traffic control n eds well into the 21st 
C ntury. 

The ational Airspac y tern Implementation upport ontract II) ha a 
four-year bas period value of 350 million. plus thr e two- ear options. It contains a 
ma; imum 22.5 million hours of technical and profes ional s rvices. making it one of 
F 's large t support contract . 

Und r this cost-plus-award fe contract, Lockheed Martin will suppl 
engin ring, planning automation, en ironrnental analy is and th r servic s to the F 

I C II will h Ip th F integrate and impl m nt state-of-the-art air traffic control 
sy t ms equipment. components and related capital projects. I C-11 will provide more 
than 1,000 workers to FAA Headquarters, regional c nters and fi Id faciliti . 

" moderniz d air ·pace system v ill en ur that today's s~ skies continue into 
th next c ntury,' aid F dmini trator Jan F. Garvey. ·'This contract is critical to 
making th F ' 30,000-plus faciliti s mor reliable and expanding the system s 
capa ity to meet the growing demand for aviations rvices.' 

-II is the largest suppon ervice acquisition to dat to ben fit from the 
F 's new a quisition management syst m that was eH cti ve April l. 1996. The 
ompetition was a b st valu acquisition u ing a mall integrat d s rvice team that 

worked clo ly ith industry. A best alue acquisition is ones eking the best trad -off 
between pri e performance and ri k. The evaluation period took only five months. 
compar d to the L-18 months for an acquisition of this size and complexity under the old 
acquisition rules. 

-mor -



The service team used streamlining techniques such as oral presentations, use of 
the Internet, and discussions with those making offers with no required best and final 
offers. The highly effective approach to the NTSC-ll acquisition substantially reduced 
costs for the FAA and industry. The award was completed for one-third the cost of 
similar acquisitions prior to FAA's new acquisition management system. 

During the spring of 1998, NISC II will start to replace the NISC 1 contract that 
expires in June 1998. The FAA awarded the NISC I contract to General Electric 
Aerospace in 1993. General Electric Aerospace was subsequently acquired by Martin 
Marietta, which later merged with Lockheed to form Lockheed Martin. 

### 

An electro11ic version of this news reltmse is availah/e via 
tile World Wide Heb at: www.Jaa.gnv 
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Contact: Rebecca Tre, Ier 
Phone: 202-267-8521 

The Flight tuff: Arrive Early for Holiday Flight 

WA HJNGTO -- Thanksgiving and December holidays, traditionally the busiest 
time of the year for the nation's airlines and airports are fast approaching. The FAA 
today issued eight simple suggestions to help passengers avoid delays as they travel. 

• Arrive early. Large holiday crowds coupled with current security measures ma 
increase the time you need to check in. 

• Parking lots may be full so consider using public transportation or having a friend 
drop you off. If you are driving, add extra time to your schedule. 

• Don t leave your car unattended in front of the terminal. At some airports it may be 
towed. Plan ahead, especially if you need help with infants, young children elderly or 
handicapped passengers, or passengers with medical conditions. 

• Keep your photo identification handy- you will b asked to show it. If you do not 
have a photo ID make sure you ha e two pi ces of identification one of which must 
be issued by a government authority. Minors are not required to have identification. 

• Put your name on your bags and be prepared to answer questions about who packed 
your bags and whether you left them unattended. 

• Both carry-on and checked bags are subj ct to being hand-s arched so it s a good 
idea to leave gifts unwrapped until after you arrive at your destination. If airline 
security personn I cannot determine by X-ray the contents of a package they can and 

ill open it to be sure. 

• Do not joke about having a bomb or firearm in your possession. Penalties can be 
severe and can include the possibility ohime in prison and/or fines. 

- more -
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• Watch your luggage. Keep your eyes open for unattended packages and baggage, and 
report them to authorities. Don' t accept packages from strangers. 

Also, keep in mind it is against the law to bring a loaded gun or hazardous 
materials aboard an airplane. You should leave your firearms at home, and do not pack 
fireworks, flammable materials, household cleaners, or pressurized containers. 

If you are flying domestically and want to find out if there are any special travel 
advisories in effect, call the Department of Transportation Travel Advisory Line at 1-800-
221 -0673. 

### 
An electro11ic versio11 of this news release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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Contact: Alison Duqu tt 
Phone: 202-267-8521 

F Order hange to Boeing 747 Wiring tem ' 

W HINGTO -- As part of its ongoing revi w of Boeing 747 safi ty issues, th 
Federal Aviation Ad.ministration F ) today sent to the Federal Register two 
Airworthiness Directives (ADs) to further find and fix conditions that might result in 
potential ignition sources in or near the center fuel tank. These preventive measures are 
based on recent te ts conducted by the ational Transportation afety Board T B) 
during its investigation of the TW A-800 accident. 

The F is actively pursuing fuel flammability issues based on the evidence from 
the accident investigation technical data provided at October's F ociety of 

utomotive Engineers ( AE) Transport Fuel Flammability onference the 976 pages of 
comments received from the public and recent B flight tests. 

'Although the T B has not yet determined the cause of this tragic accident, and 
w kno of no evidence that these parts played any role in the accident, the F is 
ordering these changes to ensure that we take every practical step to ensure the continued 
safety of the Boeing 747" said F Administrator Jane F. Garvey. 

In the first AD, the FAA is issuing a otice of Proposed Rulemak.ing (NPRM) to 
enhance the protection of the Fuel Quantity Indication ystem (FQI ) on Boeing 747s 
against transient electrical oltage spikes or short circuits. The RM AD would require 
the installation of components to suppress electrical transients and/or the installation of 
wire shielding and separation of FQI wiring from other aircraft wiring. The AD 
provides for a 90-day comment period and proposes a 12-month compliance deadline for 
Boeing 747-100 -200 and -300 aircraft. 

-- more --



Recent tests revealed that higher than expected induced voltage spikes were 
possible when the lower voltage FQIS wiring was placed next to higher voltage, high 
current wires. The induced voltage is created, through electromagnetic interference 
(EMI), when the higher current flow is suddenly shut off. Post-accident inspections 
found metal contamination in some 747 fuel tanks that could lodge in the probes and 
cause a short circuit. If the contamination is present when the higher induced voltage is 
also present, a spark could be created in the fuel tank. The sparking raised by a 
combination of an EMI surge and probe contamination makes it prudent for the FAA to 
protect the wires against the EMI voltage and other possible shorts in wire bundles. Some 
newer aircraft already have this protection built in. 

In a second AD, the FAA said it is requiring immediate inspection of the scavenge 
pump ·wiring on some older Boeing 747 aircraft to detect deterioration of insulating 
materials in the electrical connectors. The scavenge pump removes leftover fuel from the 
fuel tank. As part of the NTSB's investigation, a scavenge pump was removed from an 
out of service TWA 74 7 and examined. The inspection revealed that some electrical 
connectors use a silicone insulating material that is incompatible with the fuel used to 
cool and lubricate the scavenge pump motor. This results in a gradual breakdown of the 
insulating material that could cause a fuel leak through the pump connector into the main 
landing gear wheel well and cause a fire. The AD requires replacement, within 90 days, 
of the scavenge pumps that are found to have the silicone materials. 

The NPRM on the FQIS wiring is estimated to cost $13,200 per aircraft affecting 
167 U.S. registered aircraft out of 650 aircraft worldwide. The cost of inspecting the 
scavenge pump is estimated at $60 for each of the 196 U.S. registered aircraft out of a 
total of 970 aircraft worldwide. The Boeing 747 fleet has accumulated more than 52 
million flight hours and 12 million flights. 

The FAA has reviewed 747 service history to determine if there were any 
unresolved safety issues and has examined every detail of the 747 fuel and electrical 
systems. As part of its intensive review, the agency issued an AD on Aug. 9, 1996 
requiring inspections of Boeing 747 and 757 fuel pumps and a Jan. 21 AD requiring 
reinspection and repair of the wiring leading to the number 1 and 4 fuel tank booster 
pumps in the inboard main fuel tanks of747s produced prior to 1980. All affected U.S. 
operated 747s were inspected by May 20 and the safety requirements have been met. 

### 

An electronic version of this news release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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FAA nnouoce Philippine omplie 
With International afety tanda rd 

W HfNGTON. D. . -- As part of it ongoing initiati e to provide th public with mor 
information about aviation safety the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today announc d 
that the Philippines has be n reass ssed and now complie with int mational safety standards. 
On July 1995, FAA announced the Philippines had been rated ·conditional or Category JI. The 
new rating announced toda Category I, means the Republic of th Philippines meets safety 
standards s t by the International Civil Aviation Organization (I AO). 

Th assessments are not an indication of whether individual for ign carriers are safe or 
unsafe rather they determine whether foreign civil aviation authoriti s are in place and the extent 
to which those authoritie en ur that operational and safety procedures are maintain d by their 
au earners. 

The focus of th FAA' foreign assessment program is on th civil aviation authority and 
n t indi idual carri r . Toes ci ii authorities ar ass ssed for their adherence to Int mational 

ivil iation Organjzation (IC 0) aviation safety standards not AA regulations. 

Trav lers may call 1-800-F A- URE (1-800-322-7873) to obtain a summary statement 
about wh ther a for ign ci il aviation authority has been assessed and th r sults, if available. 

Countrie whose air carri rs fly to the United tates must adhere to the afi ty guidelin s 
ofl 0, the United ation ' technical agency for aviation which e tablishes international 
standards and recommended practices for aircraft operations and maintenanc . 

The FAA with the cooperation of the host civil aviation authority. only makes 
assessments of those ountries whose airlines have operating rights to or from the United tates. 
or have requ st d such rights. 

- mor -
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the lCAO 
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the 
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements 
of ICAO: 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to cany out lhe 
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection. and surveillance 
programs: and 5) organizational an9 personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at 
the time of the assessment: (I) does comply with !CAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) docs 
nol comply with lCAO standards. 

• Category l , Does Comply with ICAO taodards: A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with !CAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category 111 Conditional: /\ civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas 
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations 
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category TU, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found 
not to meet !CAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with 
!CAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil 
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air earner 
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify. oversee and 
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements: or if it lacks appropriately traim:d inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a countr) 
1.hat has received a Category IIl rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have 
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by 
providing technical expertise. assistance with inspections, and training courses. I he FAA will 
continue to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with 
international aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they 
arc completed. First announced in September 1994. the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States. 

#JJ JJ .,.,... 
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