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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements
of ICAQ; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements: 3) procedures to carry out the
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above.

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at
the time of the assessment: (1) does comply with [CAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does
not comply with ICAO standards.

* Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards.

e Category 11, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations
inspections and surveillance.

e Category 11, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found
not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with
ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements: or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards.

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA will
continue to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with
international aviation safety oversight standards.

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States.
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ICAO members told the agency’s 33-member governing Council to move forward
on nearly all of the points the United States advocated at the first-ever special [CAO
meeting. Those included expansion of the SOP program, and an eventual expansion into
other areas such as air traffic control systems, and airports and their support systems and
facilities. Additionally, members agreed that more information will be shared among the
members about the results of oversight audits. that ICAO should conduct audits of all
member states, and that in recognition of the importance of the safety oversight program
it should become a regular [CAO budget item.

ICAO members agreed to allow a nation a “reasonable length of time” to remedy
problems identified by oversight officials, without strict timetables.

The recommendations of the special meeting will be taken up by the governing
council Thursday in a regular legislative session that will run through Dec, 10.
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The service team used streamlining techniques such as oral presentations, use of
the Internet, and discussions with those making offers with no required best and final
offers. The highly effective approach to the NISC-IT acquisition substantially reduced
costs for the FAA and industry, The award was completed for one-third the cost of
similar acquisitions prior to FAA’s new acquisition management system.

During the spring of 1998, NISC II will start to replace the NISC I contract that
expires in June 1998. The FAA awarded the NISC [ contract to General Electric
Aerospace in 1993. General Electric Aerospace was subsequently acquired by Martin
Marietta, which later merged with Lockheed to form Lockheed Martin.
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements
of ICAO; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above.

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at
the time of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does
not comply with ICAO standards.

« Category 1, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in
accordance with ICAQO aviation safety standards.

e Category I1, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations
inspections and surveillance.

¢ Category I1I, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found
not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with
ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources 1o license or oversee ¢ivil
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify. oversee and enforce air carrier
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements: or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector
personne! required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards.

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. |he FAA will
continue to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with
international aviation safety oversight standards.

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States.
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