








Safety improvements in the past year by the FAA, Research Special Projects

Administration (RSPA), and Department of Transportation (DOT) include:

The FAA grounded ValuJet until it met the terms of a consent order that required
stringent tests to prove its ability to fly safely, and place limits on its expansion.

The FAA heightened safety oversight for airlines using outside contractors for
maintenance or training.

The FAA conducted an unprecedented 90-day review of its aviation regulation and
certification practices. As a result, the national certification team is being formed,
new airlines must meet tougher certification standards and face increased scrutiny
for the first five years; carriers with less than five years’ experience are being
subjected to the five-year heightened surveillance policy and will undergo
increased inspections. In addition, the FAA is assigning its best inspectors to new
carriers, and redesigning the program to oversee large carriers. Inspector numbers
have risen to over 2,900 so far. DOT is applying more stringent financial
requirements on new entrants.

The FAA set in motion rulemaking to require the retrofit of fire detection and
suppression systems in aircraft that don’t now have such safety features.

RSPA has banned the shipment of oxygen generators on passenger planes, worked
with the FAA to better educate the public and shippers about hazardous materials
shipment, and prepared regulations to bar oxidizers from passenger plane cargo
compartments.

To further raise the visibility of hazardous materials issues, the FAA has created a

new Division of Dangerous Goods and Cargo Security within its Office of Civil
Aviation Security.
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Once on the job, departmental inspectors aggressively examine carriers and shippers.
Inspections may last two days and cover every aspect of a company’s hazardous materials
operation. A data system is being developed to target repeat offenders and others who
may threaten safety. And we have proposed legislation to go after the dangerous practice
of hiding or failing to declare hazardous materials shipments.

Where problems are found, action will be swift and severe. More cases will be referred to
the U.S. Attorney’s office for criminal prosecution and more violations will be announced
to the public, further enhancing awareness of the rules and the consequences for making
bad safety decisions.
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The Excellence in Aviation designation is a competitive, non-monetary award to
be presented annually to individuals or institutions after the FAA evaluates
documentation that clearly shows how their past research benefits the aviation
community today.

For additional information on submitting nominations for the Excellence in
Aviation award, please contact Patricia Watts in the Office of Aviation Research,
609/485-6509, or by email at patricia.watts(@faa.dot.gov.

#i#
An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov






Washington National Airport is the nation’s 36th busiest airport with 310,410 airport
operations last year.
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The proposed new routes respond to comments on a previous notice of
availability of routes, consultations with Native Americans, and recommendations from

the National Park Service.

On Dec. 31. 1996, the FAA published three concurrent actions, a Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking, a Notice of Availability of Proposed Commercial Air Routes and
a final rule establishing new flight-free zones. These actions modified other zones and
set curfews for commercial sightseeing operations. They also capped the number of
commercial tour aircraft than can overfly the park. There were about 80,000 to 95,000 air
tour flights over the park in 1996. The curfew and caps on operations became effective
May 1, 1997.
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The new acquisition system resulted from legislation successfully sought by the
Clinton Administration to free the FAA of overly bureaucratic red tape which delayed
installation of equipment at its facilities. The reforms, which drew heavily on "common
sense" best practices from the private sector, are designed to increase management

accountability, speed up procedures and dramatically reduce paperwork throughout the
FAA.
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements
of ICAQ; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above.

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at
the time of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does
not comply with ICAO standards.

e Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards.

e Category II, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas
that did not meet [CAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations
inspections and surveillance.

e Category III, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found
not to meet ICAQ standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with
[CAO standards:; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards.

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA hopes
to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international
aviation safety oversight standards.

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States.
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The mandate further directed the Secretary to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking for

the management of sightseeing aircraft in national parks where it is necessary to reduce or
prevent the adverse effects of such aircraft.

The working group will include representatives of the aviation industry, parks and

conservation groups and Native Americans.

The members include:

Andrew V. Cebula, vice president, government and industry affairs, National Air Transport
Association

Tom Chapman, vice president, government affairs, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association
Dave J. Chevalier, president and general manager, Blue Hawaiian Helicopters (also
representing Helicopter Association International)

Chip Dennerlein, National Parks Conservation Association regional representative

Boyd Evison, former national park superintendent and regional director

James Host. former director, Kentucky State Park, chief executive officer, National Tour
Association

Charles Maynard, executive director, Friends of Great Smokey Mountains National Park
Alan Stephen, president, Twin Otter International

Native American tribal representative - to be named

The final report will be made available to the public, and public meetings will be held

following the publication of the notice of proposed rulemaking.
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