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F ecurity qu ipmeot for Airports 

W H GTO -- Continuing Presid nt Clinton's initiative to improve aviation 
s curity th Fed raJ viation Administration (F ) today announced its purchase of an 
additional $ l 2.2 million worth of trac d tection security equipm nt for the nation s 
largest and bu iest airports. 

"Pr sident linton and I ar committed to making air travel as afi and secur as 
possible," said Vice Pr sident 1 Gore, who chaired the White House ommission on 

viation afi ty and curity. 'The us of new and improved explosive detection 
technologies will increase dramatically th ability of airports and air carriers to protect 
th flying public.'' 

This new contract for the purchase of trace detection ecurity equipment is the 
result of the ptember 1996 initial report by the commission which recommend d that 
the fed ral go emrn nt purchas significant numbers of computed tomography systems, 
advanced t chnology X-rays and other innovative explosives detection sy terns. 
Congress allocated 144 million in the F 's 1997 fi cal year budget for th.is purpose 
and the F formed an integrated product team to plan, purchas and install the 
sophisticated quipment at the nation s airports. 

"The new trace detection equipment will increase airport and air carrier safety b 
collecting, analyzing and identifying trace amounts of many different types of 
explosives" said Catha! Flynn, 's associate administrator for ivil v1at1on 

curity. 'These rapid analyzers hav high detection probabiliti s with low false-alarm 
rates and allo for rapid baggag creening. hey will be us d to enhance the X-ray 
machines for the d tection of explosives with little or no interruption of passenger or 
baggag flow. ' 
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The three companies selected for this contract award are Thennedics Detection 
Inc. of Chelmsford, Mass.; Barringer [nstruments Inc. of New Providence, N.J.; and Ion 
Track Instruments of Wilimiogton, Mass. Deliveries will begin within 60 days. Trace 
detection systems are designed to detect extremely small amounts of explosives on such 
things as electrical equipment, articles in carry-on or checked baggage, and on other 
suspect items found in or around airports. After careful evaluation of their systems. the 
agency placed Thennedics. Barringer and Ion Track on its approved vendors list for trace 
detection equipment. 

Over the next two years, the FAA anticipates purchasing over 500 trace detection 
systems from companies on the approved vendors list. Currently. the agency is evaluating 
systems developed by several other manufacturers. Once equipment is approved, the 
companies will be added to the agency's list of approved vendors. 

The trace detection systems being purchased Lmder this contract include: 

• THERMEDICS EGIS 3000 (Technology: High-speed gas chromatography with 
chemiluminescence detection) 

The EGIS System consists of a free-standing analytical unit. Sample collection is 
accomplished by wiping a surface with a specially designed filter. The filter is 
then placed into the analytical unit and the EGIS begins an 18-second analysis to 
determine the presence and kind of explosives in the sample. 

• BARRINGER IONSCAN 400 (Technology: lon Mobility Spectrometry) 

Ionscan is a detection-identification device designed to screen and search for trace 
quantities of explosives that contaminate baggage, electronics and cargo. Sample 
collection is accomplished by either wiping a surface with a cotton cloth in a swab 
holder, or by using a battery-operated hand-held "vacuum cleaner" that uses a 
filter card. The sample is then placed onto a sample tray and slid into an analyzer 
which automatically confinns and identifies explosives within 5 seconds. 

• ION TRACK ITEMISER (Technology: Ion Mobility Spectrometry) 

The Itemiser is also designed to screen and search for trace quantities of 
explosives that contaminate various objects. Sample collection is accomplished by 
either wiping a surface with a paper filter or by using a battery-operated hand-held 
"vacuum cleaner" that uses a paper filter. The sample is then dropped into an 
analyzer which confinns and identifies explosives within 5 seconds. 
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Aviation Safety Improvements In the Past Year 

WASHINGTON - Aviation, the safest form of travel in the United States, has 
been made even safer over the past year. As a result of lessons learned from the 
regulatory issues involving ValuJet, the regulatory approach to both new carriers and 
maintenance practices, as well as the transport of hazardous materials has undergone a 
transformation. 

More aviation and hazardous materials inspectors are being hired. The Federal 
Aviation Administration's (FAA' s) best inspector resources are being focused on new 
carriers. A national certification team of safety experts is being formed and before any 
new airline can fly, it will have to win the team's approval. For the first time, new carriers 
will fly under increased supervision by FAA safety inspectors for their first five years of 
existence. 

Oxygen generators may no longer be shipped as cargo on passenger plane , and 
rules are being readied to prohibit the shipment of oxidizers aboard passenger aircraft. 
Regulations to require both smoke detectors and fire suppression equipment in Class D 
cargo compartments are being written. Moreover, the FAA and the Transportation 
Department' s Research and Special Projects Administration have worked aggressively and 
cooperatively with the shipping industry to broaden understanding of the rules regarding 
shipping hazardous materials. 

These safety improvements enhance an aviation system that already is the envy of 
the world. 

- more -
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Safety improvements in the past year by the FAA, Research Special Projects 
Administration (RSPA), and Department of Transportation (DOT) include: 

• The FAA grounded ValuJ et until it met the terms of a consent order that required 
stringent tests to prove its ability to fly safely, and place limits on its expansion. 

• The FAA heightened safety oversight for airlines using outside contractors for 
maintenance or training. 

• The FAA conducted an unprecedented 90-day review of its aviation regulation and 
certification practices. As a result, the national certification team is being formed; 
new airlines must meet tougher certification standards and face increased scrutiny 
for the first five years; carriers with less than five years' experience are being 
subjected to the five-year heightened surveillance policy and will undergo 
increased inspections, In addition, the FAA is assigning its best inspectors to new 
carriers, and redesigning the program to oversee large carriers. Inspector numbers 
have risen to over 2,900 so far. DOT is applying more stringent financial 
requirements on new entrants. 

• The FAA set in motion ruJemaking to require the retrofit of fire detection and 
suppression systems in aircraft that don' t now have such safety features. 

• RSP A has banned the shipment of oxygen generators on passenger planes, worked 
with the FAA to better educate the public and shippers about hazardous materials 
shipment, and prepared regulations to bar oxidizers from passenger plane cargo 
compartments. 

• To further raise the visibility of hazardous materials issues, the FAA has created a 
new Division of Dangerous Goods and Cargo Security within its Office of Civil 
Aviation Security. 

- more-
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Hazardous Materiab Compliance 

Hazardous Materials Safety Standards 

The DOT has stringent standards for the transportation of hazardous materials and an 
excellent safety record for hazardous materials shipments. To maintain this excellent 
record, we are always looking for ways to enhance safety. The National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) provides valuable input into this process. 

Following the ValuJet crash, the department listened to the NTSB and did more than 
requested. We immediately banned all oxygen generators from being shipped as cargo on 
any aircraft. We issued a proposal to ban all oxidizers from cargo compartments that 
cannot be reached by the crew in an emergency. And we are looking at banning oxidizers 
from other cargo compartments as well, even if the crew can enter the compartment 
during flight. 

Helping People Comply With Safety Standards 

We know that having good standards is not enough -- we must make sure people 
understand the rules and know how to comply with them. That is why the Department 
invests heavily in activities that inform people about our rules and help them stay in 
compliance. 

Since ValuJet, we have reinvigorated our efforts to get the word out. We have held 
conferences and seminars, provided free training videos and other training materials, and 
distributed millions of brochures to airports, travel agents, and others explaining what 
materials may not be transported by air. We operate a free hotline and an Internet site to 
respond to any questions on hazardous materials transportation and increase awareness of 
our safety standards. And we are proposing through legislation to provide funds to states 
to help small businesses comply with our standards. 

Stopping People Who Do Not Comply With Safety Standards 

Despite our efforts, there are always people who either refuse or neglect to meet safety 
standards. We are committed to stopping these people and their illegal shipments. 

In the last year, the FAA has hired 76 new hazardous materials inspectors, and plans to 
add 32 more by the end of June. RSPA has 5 new inspectors on board and is in the 
process of hiring IO more. Both agencies have increased their legal and support personnel 
to support these inspectors in prosecuting hazardous materials violators. And these 
inspectors will receive enhanced training before entering the field. For example, FAA' s 
training course on hazardous materials has been expanded from 2 to 9 weeks. 

- more -
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Once on the job, departmental inspectors aggressively examine carriers and shippers. 
Inspections may last two days and cover every aspect of a company's hazardous materials 
operation. A data system is being developed to target repeat offenders and others who 
may threaten safety. And we have proposed legislation to go after the dangerous practice 
of hiding or failing to declare hazardous materials shipments. 

Where problems are found, action will be swift and severe. More cases will be referred to 
the U.S. Attorney's office for criminal prosecution and more violations will be announced 
to the public, further enhancing awareness of the rules and the consequences for making 
bad safety decisions. 

### 
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F CT HEET: FAA CTIO REGARD G VAL JET 

v1at1on the afest form of travel in the United tates, has been made e n safer over the past 
year. s a result oflessons learned from the regulatory issues involving ValuJet the reguJatory 
approach to both new carrier and maintenance practic s, as well as the tran port of hazardous 
materials has und rgon a transformation. 

More aviation and hazardous materials inspectors are b ing hired. The Federal Aviation 
dministration's (F ) be t inspector r sources are b ing focused on new carriers. A national 

c rtification team of afety experts is b ing formed and b fore any new airline can fly it will 
have to win th team's approval. For the first time n w carriers will fly under increased 
up rvi ion by F safety in pectors for their first five years of exi tence. 

hemical o, yg n generator may no l nger be shipped as cargo on pas enger aircraft and rule 
ar being readi d to prop s to prohibit the hipment of oxidizers aboard passenger carrying 
aircraft. R gulations to require both smoke det ctors and fir suppression quipment in lass D 
cargo compartm nts are being written. Moreover, the FAA and the Department of 

ransportation's (DOT) R arch and p cial Proj cts dministration (R P ) ha e worked 
aggressively and cooperatively with the shipping industry to broaden understanding of the rules 
regarding shipping hazardou mat rials. 

afety impro em nt in the past year by DOT F and R P include: 

• Th F grounded V alu.J t until it rn t the terms of a consent order that required stringent 
tests to pro e its ability to fly safi ly and place limits on its expansion; 

• TheF heightened safety oversight for airline that use out ide contractors for maintenance 
or training· 
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• The FAA conducted an unprecedented 90-day review of its aviation regulation and 
certification practices. As a result, the national certification team is being formed; new 
airlines are subjected to rigorously enforced application procedures; and face increased 
scrutiny for the first five years; carriers with less than five years' experience are being 
subjected to the five-year heightened surveillance policy and will undergo increased 
inspections. In addition, the FAA is assigning its best inspectors to new carriers, and 
redesigning the program to oversee large carriers. Inspector numbers have risen to over 
2,900 so far. DOT is applying more stringent financial requirements on new entrants; 

• The FAA set in motion rulemaking to propose to require the retrofit of fire detection and 
suppression systems in aircraft that don't now have such safety features; 

• RSP A has banned the shipment of oxygen generators on passenger planes, worked with the 
FAA to better educate the public and shippers about hazardous materials shipment, and 
prepared regulations to propose to bar oxidizers from passenger plane cargo compartments; 
and 

• To further raise the visibility of hazardous materials issues, the FAA has created a new 
Division of Dangerous Goods and Cargo Security within its Office of Civil Aviation 
Security. 

FAA Increased Oversi2ht of ValuJet 

The FAA grounded ValuJet until it met tlte terms of a consent order that required stringem 
tests to prove its ability to fly safely, and place limits on its expansion. 

FAA,s Special Emphasis Review of ValuJet. 
After over 2,000 inspections ofValuJet's aircraft and operations, the FAA concluded on June 14, 
1996, that the airline had deficiencies in the airworthiness of some of its aircraft, in its 
maintenance operations and in quality assurance of its contractors. As a result of enforcement 
investigations, the FAA prepared a consent order under which ValuJet would temporarily cease 
operations. 

ValuJet agrees to FAA consent order, suspends operations. 
On June 17, 1996, ValuJet surrendered its air carrier operating certificate to the FAA, grounding 
the airline until the terms of the consent order are met and the FAA deemed it safe to resume 
flights. ValuJet also agreed to pay $2 million to the FAA as remedial payment for costs 
associated with investigating, reviewing, establishing, reinspecting and ultimately enforcing the 
consent order. 

• more -



ValuJet resumes limited operations on September 30, 1996 following FAA and DOT 
authorization. 

• 

• 

On August 29, 1996, the FAA returned ValuJet's air carrier operating certificate, authorizing 
the airline to resume limited operations. In its review of ValuJet's program to return to flight, 
the agency made the carrier demonstrate compliance with all aspects of the consent order, 
including: 

• Revision of the airline's maintenance program and procedures; 
• Retraining of all maintenance personnel in such procedures; 
• Revision of organizational structure and addition of personnel to strengthen 

maintenance program oversight; 
• ~ompletion of FAA review of records and conformity checks on each ValuJet aircraft 

intended for return to service; 
• Retraining and rechecking of all ValuJet pilots, instructors and check airmen; 
• FAA review of all ValuJet maintenance and training contracts. Airline required to 

include all contractors performing substantial maintenance or training activities in its 
operating specifications; and 

• FAA inspection ofValuJet line facilities, maintenance bases, maintenance controls 
and dispatch operations. 

Fallowing the FAA' s actions, the DOT on August 29, 1996, issued a "show cause" order, 
tentatively finds ValuJet fiscally and managerially fit to resume operations. Interested 
persons were given seven calendar days to show cause why the DOT's tentative findings and 
conclusions should not be made final. 

• The DOT issued a final order clearing ValuJet to resume its domestic scheduled air service 
on September 26, 1996. 

Improvements to FAA Oversight of New Entrant Carriers and Outsourcing 
of Contract Maintenance 

The FAA heightened saf ety oversight for airlines using outside contractors for maintenance 
or training. The FAA conducted an unprecedented 90-day review of its aviation regulation 
and certificatio11 practices. As a result, the national certificatio11 team is being f ormed; new 
airlines are subjected to rigorously enforced application procedures and/ace increased 
scrutiny for the first five years; carriers with less than five years' experience are being 
subjected to the five-year lteiglttened surveillance policy and will undergo increased 
inspections. 111 additio11, the FAA is assigning its best inspectors to 11ew carriers, and 
redesigning the program to oversee large carriers. J11spector numbers have rise11 to over 2,900 
so Jar. DOT is applying more stringent financial requirements on new entrants. 

- more -
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New FAA inspection policies and personnel action. 
• Announced on June 18, 1996, the FAA revised its air carrier inspection policies to heighten 

safety oversight, particularly for airlines that use outside contractors to perform maintenance 
or training. Highlights include: 

• Airlines must demonstrate that their contract maintenance and training programs 
comply with Federal Aviation Regulations; 

• Carriers' operating specifications must list all contractors performing substantial 
maintenance or training activities. FAA must approve use of any new contractors; 

• FAA inspectors wiJl be required to check not only that repair stations comply with 
regulations, but also that air carriers assure that maintenance work performed at repair 
stations complies with the carriers' maintenance programs; 

• Carriers must audit new contractors before submission to FAA to show that the 
company can perform the contracted work according to the airline's approved 
programs; and 

• There are 1,894 maintenance facilities that perform heavy maintenance or repairs for 
Part 121 air carriers. 

FAA 90-day review of the F AA's regulation and certification practices. 
• 

• 

On June 18, 1996, the FAA Administrator announced that the Deputy Administrator will lead 
a comprehensive 90-day review. 
On September 18, 1996, the FAA 's 90-day review is forwarded to President Clinton's 
Commission on Aviation Safety and Security for its review. The report contained six 
principal and more than 30 supporting recommendations, including stepping up the 
surveillance of newly certificated air carriers and increasing the number of FAA aviation 
safety and security inspectors throughout the United States. New initiatives included: 

• Rigorously enforce DOT and FAA application procedures for new entrant carriers, 
including filing of a complete application with DOT. Limit DOT and FAA assistance 
to unprepared or unqualified applicants. Increa::;e DOT fees for initial certification of 
new applicants. 

• Establishment of a national certification team to .assist local FAA field offices in 
processing new entrant carrier certifications and conducting safety audits; 

• Hiring of additional safety inspectors; 
• Redesign of the large air carrier surveillance program; 
• Change the national geographic inspector program to target the most highly qualified 

inspectors to new entrant carriers, thus increasing the effectiveness of the overall 
surveillance and oversight of new entrant carriers; 

• Use FAA' s authority under personnel reform to remove the disincentives in inspector 
pay classification that impede assigning the agency's most talented and seasoned 
inspectors to new entrant carriers; 

• Upgrade and accelerate the introduction of information management technology; and 
• Perform follow-up inspection of new carriers for the first five years. 

- more -
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FAA accomplishments following the 90-day review. 
• The new Certification Team is targeting the most experienced inspectors to new entrant air 

carriers; 
• The agency is hiring over 300 additional inspectors: 
• New entrant carrier follow-up inspections are being conducted for the first five years of 

operation; 
• Carriers' operating specifications must list all contractors performing substantial maintenance 

or training activities. FAA must approve use of any new contractors; and 
• On October I 0, 1996, the FAA issued an information bulletin to all air carriers requiring 

them to make changes to their operation specifications, if appropriate. 

Fire Detection and Suppression Systems 

The FAA set in motion rulemakiflg to require the retrofit of fire detection and suppression 
systems in aircraft that do1t 't now have suclt safety f eatures. 

FAA will propose rulemaking for fire detection and suppression equipment on commercial 
passenger aircraft. 
The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has not yet issued its final determination as to 
the cause of the accident, including the role fire detection and suppression systems might have 
played. The FAA announced on November 14, 1996 that it will go forward with ruJemaking to 
require fire detection and suppression systems in the cargo compartments of all passenger 
aircraft. Specifically: 
• The agency expects to issue the NPRM by summer 1997 proposing to require retrofit of class 

D to class C compartments on about 2,800 older commercial aircraft. Approximately 1,000 
aircraft are equipped with cargo compartment fire detectors; and 

• This retrofit would be for newly manufactured and existing aircraft with a phase in period. 

Class C and D cargo compartment liners are designed to be fire resistant. Class D 
compartments suppress fire through containment and oxygen starvation. Both types of 
compartments prevent hazardous quantities of smoke from entering the cabin. In September 
1980, the agency limited cargo fire detection time to one minute from the start of fire. Fire 
resistance standards for Class C and D cargo compartment liners were significantly upgraded in 
June 1986 by limiting Class D compartment volume to 1,000 cubic feet, and upgraded in March 
1991 when regulations required retroactive liner compliance. In October 1988, the FAA initiated 
a rulemaking project to delete the Class D cargo compartments and require retrofit of the fleet. 
The project was suspended in June 1993 based on significantly unfavorable cost/benefit analysis. 

- more -
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Enhanced FAA Inspection Program 

As a result of t/ze FAA 's 90-day review, the national certification team is being formed; new 
entrant carriers are being subjected to the five-year heightened surveillance policy and will 
undergo increased inspections,· FAA 's best inspectors are being assigned to new carriers, and 
the FAA is redesigning the program to oversee large carriers. Inspector numbers have risen 
to over 2,900 so far. 

Changes to FAA 's Inspection Program. 
On May 14, 1996, the Secretary of Transportation announced further actions taken by DOT and 
the FAA to strengthen inspection efforts and continue to ensure the safest aviation system in the 
world. The efforts included: 
• Accelerated inspector hiring. FAA speeds hiring of additional inspectors. As of April 

1997, there are over 2,908 inspectors in the FAA work force. There were 2,776 inspectors in 
FY 1996. The FAA expects to employ a total of 3,297 inspectors by FY 1998. Previously, 
there were 2,324 inspectors in FY 1994, 2,531 in FY 1995 and 2,776 in FY 1996. 

• Strengthened data tools. FAA will upgrade computer data collection and tracking. Both 
elements are key to the agency's ability to focus resources when violations or other safety 
concerns are identified. 

• Comprehensive review of FAA inspections operations. As part of the 90-day review, the 
FAA examined and made changes to inspector training, standards, assignments and 
supervision. The report was forwarded to the President's Commission on Aviation Safety and 
Security on September 18, l 996. It contained six principal and more than 30 supporting 
recommendations, including stepping up the surveillance of newly certificated air carriers 
and increasing the number of aviation inspectors throughout the United States. Key elements 
were: 

• Development of the national certification team; 
• Hiring of additional safety inspectors; 
• Redesign of the large air carrier surveillance program; and 
• Changes to the national geographic inspector program. 

Oversight of Hazardous Materials in Air Transportation 

RSPA ba1111ed tlte shipment of oxygen generators on passenger aircraft, worked with tlte FAA 
to better educate the public and shippers about hazardous materials shipment, and prepared 
regulations to bar o:cidizers from passenger plane cargo compartments. To f11rtl1er raise the 
visibility of hazardous materials issues, the FAA has created a new Division of Dangerous 
Goods and Cargo Security within its Office of Civil A viation Security. 

A large number of hazardous materials cannot be shipped by air. In addition, there are severe 
restrictions on the types of materials authorized for shipment on passenger aircraft as well as 
strict limits on the amount of specific types of hazardous materials. 

- more -
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Following the accident, DOT, RSPA and FAA immediately instituted new initiatives to enhance 
safeguards of hazardous materials in air transportation. 

Bao on the transportation of chemical oxygen generators on passenger aircraft. 
The NTSB investigation focused on ValuJet's transportation of chemical oxygen generators in 
the aircraft's cargo hold. On May 23, 1996. DOT and the Research and Special Programs 
Administration (RSPA) placed an immediate ban on transportation of oxygen generators as cargo 
on all passenger airlines. That same day, the FAA issued letters to groups representing industry, 
repair stations and field inspectors informing them of the new prohibition on oxygen generators. 

NTSB recommendations on hazardous materials. 
On May 31 , 1996, the FAA, in conjunction with DOT' s RSP A, begins immediate review of four 
NTSB recommendations issued that day. All recommendations are currently "open acceptable." 
• A-96-25 Evaluate hazardous materials programs at all carriers. 
• A-96-26 Take corrective action based oo evaluation. 

FAA has reviewed FAA-approved air carrier manuals on how to recognize suspicious cargo 
or baggage. Field inspections to verify that air carriers are following procedures have been 
completed. FAA will shortly be recommending appropriate corrective action to correct any 
deficiencies identified during the inspections. 

• A-96-27 RSP A permanently ban oxygen generators on cargo and passenger aircraft 
when generators have passed expiration date. 
On May 24, 1996, RSPA published an interim regulation temporarily banning oxygen 
generators as cargo on passenger aircraft. On December 30, 1996, RSPA issued a final rule 
permanently prohibiting oxygen generators on passenger aircraft and a proposed rule to 
prohibit carriage of oxidizers on passenger aircraft and in Class D compartments on cargo 
aircraft. RSPA intends to publish a supplemental notice and one or more final rules in FY 
1997. 

• A-96-28 Prohibit oxidizers in Class D compartments. 
RSPA issued a proposed rule and is examining current regulations. The FAA has initiated a 
separate rulemaking project to require air carriers to clearly label cargo compartments as 
Class C or D. 

Staffing and Training: 
• Announced on July 15, 1996, the FAA called for a seven-fold increase of previous resources 

devoted to inspection, outreach and public education regarding hazardous materials in air 
transportation; 

• DOT committed to realign $14 million in FY 1997 to improve oversight of hazardous 
materials. Of this, $ 10.65 million will expand FAA ' s current hazardous materials inspectors 
and legal work force. Prior to the accident there were 14 inspectors fully dedicated to 
dangerous goods. The FAA has added 76 people bringing the current total to 90 inspectors 
and plans to hire 32 more by the end of June for a total of 122. RSPA has five new 
inspectors on board and is in the process of hiring l O more. Both agencies have increased 
their legal and support personnel~ 

- more -
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• Inspectors will receive enhanced training before entering the field. For example, the FAA is 
increasing the training time for dangerous goods inspectors from two to nine weeks; and 

• In cooperation with FAA, RSPA is developing a new training module emphasizing hazardous 
materials regulations that apply specifically to shipments by air. RSPA is also producing a 
training video. 

Data Systems 
• A data system is being developed to target repeat offenders and others who may threaten 

safety. The July 15 budget proposal provided $3.4 million to RSPA to improve coordination 
of better data systems to identify transportation of hazardous materials; and 

• FAA has instituted a new data system for air carrier field inspections. Similar systems will 
be implemented for freight forwarders, repair stations and shippers. 

Inspections 
• New intensive air carrier inspections began in February which included inspections of air 

carrier facilities and verification of employee training for shippers. Similarly, intensive 
inspections are also scheduled for freight forwarders, repair stations and shippers; and 

• RSPA is increasing inspections in all areas, particularly for companies which offer hazardous 
materials for transportation by air. 

Enforcement Actions 
• Both the FAA and RSPA are taking aggressive enforcement actions. The FAA has also 

begun the practice of announcing significant enforcement actions against shippers for 
hazardous materials violations, further enhancing awareness of the rules and consequences 
for making bad safety decisions. 

Outreach 
• On April 8, 1997, FAA names Charles N. Lovinski to head the newly created Dangerous 

Goods and Cargo Security Division within the Office of Civil Aviation Security Operations. 
The division is charged with increasing awareness and compliance with federal regulations to 
ensure the security of cargo carried on passenger air carriers; 

• In June 1996, RSPA distributed 260,000 advisory notices to industry regarding the 
transportation of hazardous materials by air; 

• RSPA is expanding outreach efforts to state and local enforcement agencies to more 
effectively and expeditiously dissemjnate compliance informatjon; 

• On December 13, 1996 RSPA published an Advisory Notice in the Federal Register on the 
transportation of hazardous materials by air; and 

• In October 1996, RSPA distributed over eight million "These Fly ... These May Not" 
brochures to airline passengers and personnel, including 400,000 to federal travelers. 

### 



FAA News 
Federal Aviation dministration. Great Lakes Region, 2300 E. Devon ve., Des Plaines, IL 60018 

FOR IMMEDI TE RELE E 
AP 69-97 
W dnesday Ma 7 1997 
Contact: Don Zoch rt 
Phone: 847-_9 -7427 A.ft r Hours: 847-_94- 400 

F Propo e Fine For Ro al Air Frei0 bt Ioc. 

HI GO -- The F deral viation Administration (F ) today announc d a proposed 
175,000 ci ii penalty again t Ro al ir Fr i ht. Inc., of Waterford Mich. an air transport 

company dealing primarily in small cargo for significant maintenanc and r cord-keeping 
deficiencie . 

Roya] Air operat s out of Pontiac irport. north of D troit. Its fleet includes _o aircraft 
that range from Cessna 310 to L ar J ts. 

The ca st ms from an in-depth F in p ction of Royal ir maintenance practices in 
I 994. ft r Royal Air was inform d of th di r pancie , the F A uspended th airworthiness 
certi fi at s of l O Ro al Air aircraft with maintenan d fici nci or which were not pres nted 
for r -examination in a time! manner. Fi e of those suspen i n were subsequently lifted hen 
the compan d mon trated the aircraft complied with airworthin s requirements. 

Th conducted an additional in-depth inspection of Royal Air in 1996, with 
satisfactory results. The propo d civil penalty is bas d upon di crepancies found in th artier 
investigation. 

Ro al ir has 30 days t r spond to the civil penalty letter before th F takes further 
action. In cas v here the proposed p nalty exce ds ·o 000, the F has the authority to settle 
the p nalty. If the partie cannot amicably resolve the matt r the government must file a 
complaint in . . District Court. 

Thi announcement is being mad in accordanc with th FAA' s policy of r leasing 
information to the public on n wly issued enforcement actions invol ing penalties of 50,000 or 
more. 

### 

An e/ecmmic vet'. io11 of tl, i.s new re/ea e is available via 
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F REVOKE D & C IRPART CERTIFI AT 

The F deral A iation dmini trati n y t rda issued an mergenc Ord r re eking the 
r pair tati n certificat of D & Airparts orp. of Hialeah, la. 

Th rder wa i 
p rfonning maint nanc 
without appropriat F 

ued ba don an F inv stigati n which re ealed that D & was 
n aircraft power supply and emergen y power uppl appliance 
authorization. 

The merg nc Ord r i ffi ctiv imm diatel . D & may appeal the ord r to the 
ational Tran p rtation afety Board, however, the order remain in effect pending app al. 

### 

A 11 electronic version of this 11ews re/ea e i.f available viii 
Jlt e World Wide Web al: www.Jaa.gov 



MAY- 9-97 FRI 13.20 

FAA News 
Federal Avialion Administration, Aeronautical Center, Oklahoma C1ty, OK 73125-4901 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE ASE 
C 970 -I 

Friday, May 9, l 997 
Contact . John Clabes 
Phone: 405/954-7500 (After hours: 954-7069) 

F A Revokes Ra mark Jet Charler' s Certificate 

OKLAHOMA CITY --The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued an 
emergency order revoking the air carrier operating certificate of Rasmark Jet Charter. 
Inc,> El Paso, Texas 

The FAA took the action 11.fter determining that Rasmark operated unairwonhy 
aircraft on revenue flights over an e ·tended period of time. The violations uncovered by 
FAA inspectors include· 

• Failure to withdrnw aircraft from service despite their need for required inspection 
and chan eout of parts with limited lifetimes; 

• Flying with incorrect wei ht and balance data; and 

• Misuse of the minimum equipment Ii t. 

p O! 

Rasmark operated six aircraft under Part 135 of the Federal Aviation Regulations. 
The company's principal business is carriage of freight, but 1l al!;0 conducts on-demand 
passenger flights and air ambulance operations 

Ra mark can appeal the revocation order to the National Transportation Safety 
Boar<l (NTSB), but the order will remain in effect pending NTSB proceedings. 

An elc:ctranic: venian a/ tlii:, news re/e(l:Je is c,vmlub(e via 
the Worlrl Wirle Web of ; www.fua.gov 
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FAA News 
Federal Aviation Administ.rauon, • c Monroncy Aeronautical Center, Oklahoma City, OK 731254902 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
C 9705-2 

Friday, May 9, 1997 
Contact : Roland Herwig 
Phone: 405-954-7 S00 

FAA nnounce.c; Contract for upport crvic.cs 

OKLAHOMA CITY -- The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today 
awarded a contract to provide en ineering and support service for navigational 
equrpment used in the ational Airspace ystem at the agency's Mike onroney 
Aeronautical Center in Oklahoma City. 

The initiaJ contract award to the Management Assistance Corp. of America. based 
in El Paso, T as, is $16.8 million, and could be worth up to $106.7 million if all options 
are exerci ed 

Under he contract, the company will provide electronic and software engineering 
services involved in the restoration, maintenance, troubleshootin and modification of 
ground-based equipment Th.i includes navigational aids, communications, radar. weather 
and environmental en ineering and computer suppon services. 

l##J 

An electronic version of dti.J news release iJ available 11ia 
the World Wide Web OJ: www.faa.gov 



U.S. Department of 
Transportation 
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News: 
Office or the Assistan1 Secrelary fQr Pubffc AU~ 1$ 

Washington. O.C. 20590 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, May 9, 1997 

Canta.ct: Lorie Dankers 
202~366-S565 
Arlene Salac 
718-553-3015 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

U. S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater will dedicate Washing on ational 

Airport ' s new Air Traffic Control Tower and Terminal Radar Approach Control (TRACO ) 

facility Monday, May 12. He will be joined at the dedication ceremony by local Members of 

Congress and FAA officials. 

The new tower replaces ational 's existing tower, which was constructed in 1941, and 
is part of a 35 gate, three-level terminal building currently under construction. The new tower 
and TRACO have been in operation since April 5. The new facilities are part of a $1 billion 
Capital Development Program at aciooal Airport . 

WHO: 

WHAT: 

WBE : 

WHERE: 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater 
Members of Congress 
FAA Officials 

Washington ational Airport Tower and TRACO Dedication 

Monday, May 12 
10:00 a.m. 

Washington ational Airport 
ew Terminal 

There will be an opportunity for press to tour the tower and TRACO 
facility immediately following the dedication ceremony , 

Parking for the dedication. ceremony will be available in Parking Garage B. At the airport, follow signs 
to Parking Garage B and drive 10 level 5. Dri.ve to the /fJJ'" north end of level 5 and proceed through 

elt'Varor lobby i1110 rhe new tenninal, Take stairs up one flight zo dedicaJion ceremony. 
For more information, p~ase call 70J-413-1535. 

### 



FAA News 
Federal viation Administration, Washington, D 20591 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEA E 
AP 72-97 
Monday, May 12, 1997 

ontact: Les Dorr Jr. 
Phan : 202/267-8521 

FAA Picks Joint niver ity Prooram for Fir t Excellence in A iation Award 

WA H GTO -- The Federal viation Administration (F ) has select d the 
Joint niversity Program (JUP) for ir Transportation to receive the agency's first 
Excellence in viation award. 

The new F award recognizes JUP -- a consortium of the Massachus tts 
Institute of Technology, Ohio ni rsity and Princeton niversity -- fo r 26 years of 
important aviation research and de lopment efforts. The JUP program has cl arly 
benefited th aviation community and th flying public. and has helped mak the aviation 
industry more efficient and productive. 

" ometimes we don't tak enough time to recogniz th contribution of our 
re earch partners, and this award will help thank r search rs outside the agency who ar 
working to make aviation safi r ,. said George Donohue associate administrator for 
research and acquisitions. 

Begun in 1971, JUP operates with res arch grants awarded to the three 
universities by the F from fund contribut d equally by the agency and A . Each 
university submits a res arch proposal which is re iewed collectively by the F and 

. Gov mment and industry re archers scrutinize the results of JUP research in 
quart rly review conferences. w ideas and directions for r s arch can be started up on 
the spot with a minimum of paperwork. 

As participants in a common program, the three univ r ities achie e an 
uncommon degree of cooperation and interchange o id as. Their di ersity of interests 
and capabilities helps promote th broad perspective ne ded to address today s air 
transportation issues. 

Through the Excellence in Aviation award, the F formally recognizes 
significant accomplishments stemming from aviation-relat d research. Thi distinction 
lets the government recognize superior research efforts and highlights th benefits of such 
activities. 

-more-
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The Excellence in Aviation designation is a competitive, non-monetary award to 

be presented annually to indjviduals or institutions after the FAA evaluates 
documentation that clearly shows how their past research benefits the aviation 
community today. 

For additional information on submitting nominations for the Excellence in 
Aviation award, please contact Patricia Watts in the Office of Aviation Research. 
609/485-6509, or by email at patricia.wans@faa.dot.gov. 

### 
An electronic version of this 11ews release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 



FAA News 
F deral Aviation Administration. Eastern Region, Jamaica, Y I 1430 

FOR IMMEDI TE RELE E 
AP 73-97 

onda May 12. 1997 
ontact: Arlene alac/Jim Peters 

Phone: 7 I 8-553-30 I 0 

cretary later d dicat Wa bin too ational Tower 

WA H 1 GTO -- Transp rtation ecr tary Rodney . later toda dedicated 
ashington ational irport new irport Traffic ontrol To er and T rminal Approach 

ontrol (TRA O ) facility and announced a $10 million grant to improve th safet~ of 
ped strian using th main terminal. 

'Th afety and integrity of the trave ling public is our high st priorit at the Departm nt 
of Transportation, 1 said later. ··This new tow r i ju tone exampl of the t ps we are making 
to n ure the safety of the air traffic control s tern within the tropolitan Wa hin 0 ton area and 
throughout the ountry." 

Arlene F ldman regional administrat r for F 
will nhanc the ffici ncy and safety of this airport. 

East m R gion, said th ne\; facility 

Designed by a team of F mana0 rs, air traffic controllers and air traffic syst m 
specialists the 20 I-foot tower is part of a $1 billion apital development program which includes 
a 35-gate, three le el terminal building currently under construction. The new facilities contain 
air traffic communication and omputer and radar quipm nt that pro ide F personnel with 
the t chnologi al capability to meet th ir goals. 

Th grant ill fund a project to provide an nclo d passage b tween the south parking 
tru ture and the isting main terminal to alleviat pedestrian safety hazards and exposure to 

bad weath r. 

Washington ationa/ 

The facility s air traffic personnel include 66 air traffic controllers, IO upervisor and IS 
administrati e air traffi employees. Personnel at the tower respon ible for installation and 
maintenance of aviation equipment includ 15 air traffic sy tern specialists thre air traffic 
syst m coordinators on sup rvisor and one s cretary. 

- more -



Washington National Airport is the nation ·s 36th busiest airport with 310,4 l O airport 
operations last year. 

### 

An electronic version of this news release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 



FAA News 
Federal Aviation Administration, Grear Lakes Region, 2300 E. Devon Ave., Des Plaines, IL 60018 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELE E 
AP 74-97 
Monday, ay 12. 1997 
Contact: Don Zochert 
Phone: 847-294-7427 

F Propo e Ice Detector tem 
For Embraer EMB-120 erie Aircraft 

WA HINGTO -- The Federal viation dministration (FAA) today proposed 
that ice det ctor systems be installed on Embraer EMB-L0 series aircraft to help pilots 
recognize ice accretion in flight. 

The propo ed irworthiness Directive would affect 220 regi tered airplane 
op rated in the United tates by Atlantic outheast Airlin s, Comair, Continental 
E press and United Express. 

pecifically the proposal would require installation of an ice detection syst m on 
EMB-120 aircraft and changes to the airplan flight manual including the addition of 
information regarding operation in icing conditions and requirem nts for activating ice 
detection systems. Flight crews currently use visual cues to d tect ice build-up. 

In tallation of an ice detection system would cost approximately $4 million 
nationwide and would be required within six months. Flight manual revisions would be 
required within 30 days. A 45-day comment period wilJ begin following publication of 
the directive in the Federal Register. 

The F propo a1 is designed to assure the continued safe op ration of EMB-120 
aircraft and is based upon extensive review of pilot reports and s rvice experience data. It 
is part of the agency's continuing commitment to address in-flight icing concerns. On 

pril 24, 1997 the FAA unveiled a detailed in-flight ai rcraft icing plan that calls for 
improvements in icing detection and for casting, flight crev training, and procedures. 

EMB-120 aircraft are twin-engine turboprops rnanufactur d by Empresa 
Brasil ira de eronautica .A.. Brazil. with a worldwide fle t of 282 planes. They can 
seat about 30 pass ngers. 

## 



FAA News 
Federal viation dministration, Washington. DC 20591 

FOR~IEDI 
AP 75-97 

onday ay 1 , 1997 
ontact: Kathryn Creedy 

Phon : 20j267- 52 t 

F Propo e to mend Two Flioht-Fr e Zon in Grand an on 

W H 1 GTO -- s part of its continuing effort to re tor th natural quiet to 
the Grand Canyon, the Federal viation dministration (F ) is prop ing to stabli h 
new flight corridors in Grand anyon ational Park. 

Th propos d rule would amend two flight•fr e zone~ in the p cial Flight Rule 
Area ( F ). Th first corridor in th east m portion of the F . pro id an 
"inc ntive c rridor' res rved for the l ast noisy aircraft. Th second corridor, through th 
c ntral region of th canyon. ould reate a us ab! air tour rout v hile addres ing 
concerns of the ative American about ov rflights of th ir cultural propertie and sacr d 
site . 

nder th proposed rul th n eastern and entral corridor would b ffe ti 
as arly as January 1998. Comments on th PR.M publish d in th ederal Re~is er 
today ar due ay _ 7, 1997. 

·'B all ring the ationaJ an on Corridor in the c ntraJ r gion of the park and 
proposing an inc ntive route for qui t aircraft in the a tern region of th park. the F 
expects se era! benefits. said Barry aJentine, F a ting ad.mini trator. .. a.king the 
central region rout availabl to all aiicraft w uld liminate th p ssibility of aircraft 
congestion south of the flight. free zone. The incentive route in th eastern region will 
encourage operators to acquir quiet r aircraft." 

'The 'substantial restoration of natural quiet' at Grand an yon ational Park i 
both our mi sion and our mandat from Pr sid nt Bill linton and ongr s Deputy 

olicitor of th Interior Ed Cohen said. 'Each st p in the process manifest the 
difficulties w fac in r conciling exi ting overflight conditions our tru tr sponsibilities 
with n ighboring trib s, and a genuin phase-in to natural quiet. It is a work in progress 
and a goal that we strongly support.' 

•-mor --
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The proposed new routes respond to comments on a previous notice of 
availability of routes, consultations with Native Americans, and recommendations from 
the National Park Service. 

On Dec. 31, 1996. the FAA published three concurrent actions. a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking, a Notice of Availability of Proposed Commercial Afr Routes and 
a final rule establishing new flight-free zones. These actions modified other zones and 
set curfews for commercial sightseeing operations. They also capped the number of 
commercial tour aircraft than can overfly the park. There were about 80,000 to 95,000 air 
tour flights over the park in 1996. The curfew and caps on operations became effective 
May 1, 1997. 

### 

An electronic version of tit is news release ls uvailable via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 



FAA News 
FOR IMMEDI TE RELE 
AP 71-97 

ednesday, ay 14 1997 
F Contact: Les Dorr, Jr. 
Phone: 202/267-85 ... l 
D partment of gricultur : Martha ashion 
Phone: 202/720-3" 10 

FAA Tap Department of griculture for I E-MA Coo tract 

w GTO -- The Federal viation dmini tration F ) today awarded a 
contract orth up to $250 million for F admini trative computer syst ms. 

The Department of griculture 's ation I fnformation Technology ent r 
IT ) Kansa ity, o .. won the contra t for the lntegrat d Computino Environm nt -
ainframe and etworking system (I -M ). nd r the contract, ITC will tablish 

a syst m that combines the c nt r s expertise in information management technology 
with hardware, software and t chnical support servic s to support the F 's 
administrative information system . ICE- is a follow-on to the Computer Re ourc 

ucleus (CO ) contract. 

The firm-fixed price, indefinite-quantity contract includes a 3-year base period 
with a minimum of I million and five 1-y ar options worth up to _ 9 million. Th 
F s lected ITC becaus it proposal offer d the 'best value" to the government -- a 
c mbination of technical e cellenc and cost to th F 

The s t ms that will run on IC - affect many facets of F op rations 
including management of aviation safety data and administration of pa roll p rsonnel 
and financial files. [ E- will provide data processing s rvices to the F A and other 
Department of Transportation offices via mainframe and other computing resources. 
Customers will pay ba ed on syst m usage. 

The I E-r acquisition b nefited from ke elements of the FAA' s succe sful 
new acqu1s1t1on management system hich was effective pril I 1996. The system 
emphasiz s management of procurements by an integrat d product team compos d of 
F engineers, scientists financial analysts and u rs from various areas of the agency. 

The xpertis of the IC - product team, coupled with the tlexibl n w F 
acquisition guidelines contributed to a significant r duction in contract pre-award time. 
The contract was a ard d in I ss than five months, compar d to more than a year ne ded 
to award the O contra t under the old acquisition regulations. 

-more-
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The new acquisition system resulted from legislation successfully sought by the 
Clinton Administration to free the FAA of overly bureaucratic red tape which delayed 
installation of equipment at its facili ties. The reforms, which drew heavily on "common 
sense'' best practices from the private sector. are designed to increase management 
accountability, speed up procedures and dramatically reduce paperwork throughout the 
FAA. 

### 
An electronic version of tltis news release is available via 

tile World Wide Web at: www.Jaa.gov 



FAA News 
Federal iation dministration, Washington. DC 20591 

E 
AP 77-97 
Wednesda, ay14 1997 

ontact: Bob Ha\: k 
Phone: 20_-267-8-21 

F AD Requir heck of Bo in11 777 n°ine Fire E. tingui her , itch 

H T - Th Federal viation dmini tration (F ) today issued an 
irworthin Dir ctiv ( D requiring op raters of Bo ing 777 aircraft to ch ck an 

ngine fire wit h ov rride button to n ure it will unlock o flight er ws can trigger fire 
extingui her qui pm nt in thee nt of an engine fire. 

The D is a precautionary mea 'ure following a single report of as ized ov rrid 
button on a 777 airer ft fire witch handle that could prevent unlocking and arming of 
engine fire bottles. The handle lock ft ature pr v nc the handle from b ing inad ertently 
pulled unle a fire i det t d. The lock can b manually o errid n by the erride 
button loc ted under th handl . The cause of the seized button has b n i olated and th 
check of the overrid button r quir d b. toda, 's D will determin th need for 
r placement. 

·This Dis another important effort by th F to achie e the highe t I vet of 
safi ty for the traveling public, 'said Guy Gardner, associate administrator for R gulation 
and C rtification. 

The F 
nited tat s. 

regularly i ues AD on alt aircraft manufactured and ertified in th 

inc c rtifying th 777 on pril 19 I 99·, the F has issu d seven ADs 
affecting the aircraft typ including today's action. On pril 23 th F is u d an AD 
requiring i ual inspections to detect distress and replace any faulty ball bearings in 
GE90 engines on five 777 aircraft. Last week, th agency also i ued an AD requiring 
inspection of wire bundle that control flight system actuators t det rrnin corrosion. and 
r pair or replacem nt if found nee ssary. If uncorrected, the condition could reduc 
syst m protection again t lightning strikes. 

Today's 
tat s. 

affect the first 40 Boeing 777 aircraft, including 20 in the United 

### 

n electronic ver ·ion of this new release is available viu 
the World J ide Web at: wwwfaa.gov 



FAA News 
Federal Aviation Administration, Eastern Region, Jamaica. Y 11430 

FOR IMM DI TE RELEA E 
EA 13-97 

Thursday ay 14, 1997 
Contact: Arlene alac/Jim P ters 
Phon : 718-553-30 l 0 

FAA Propes s 1n for U away In . 

ew York - The Federal viation dministration (F ) ha proposed a $67,000 civil 

penalty against U irways. Inc., a Pittsburgh, P based air carrier, for failure to comply 

with an ngin airworthiness directive. An airworthiness directiv is an agency 

requirement for a repair, modification and/or inspection of an aircraft. 

Th case involves U Airways op ration of a McDonnell Douglas D -9 in 
August 1996. The carrier operated the aircraft for approximately 67 flights without 
complian e with Airworthiness Dir ctive 95-12-19. This directive was implern nted to 
prevent fan blade failur . 

irways has 30 days to re pond to the civil penalty letter before the FAA 
takes any further action. ln cases, as here, where th F 's propo ed penalty exceeds 
$50,000, the has the authority to settle these penalties. If partie cannot amicably 
resolve th matter, the government mu t file a complaint with the appropriate 
District ourt. 

The announcement of th civil penalty proposal today is being made in 
accordance with F ·s policy of releasing information to the public on ne ly i sued 
enforcement actions in cas s that invol e penalties of 50 000 or more 

### 



FAA News 
Federal Aviarion Administration, Washington. DC 20591 

FOR IM TE RELE E 
76-97 

dnesday, ay 14, 1997 
ontact: Bob Ha k 

Phone: 20-- 67-852 l 

F P 28~ ,000 Fine Of 
erolin oale • del Ecuador ( DE ) 

GTO -- The Federal iation dministration (F ) has prop sed a 
-85,000 fin against A rolineas acionales d I Ecuador DE ) for its alleg d failure 

to adhere to maximum allowable eight requirements in th op ration of a D - -53F 
c1 il aircraft. 

The carri r's alt ged violations o curr d betw n July 17 and ugu t 19, 1996, 
and w r di cov red by FAA aviation safi ty inspectors. pecifically the F all g d 
that the carri r operat d th aircraft in exc s of th maximum permissibl zero fu 1 
weight and maximum cargo pall t position v ights. 

Th F determined that NDE ' failure to comply with weight limitation 
er ated a particularly un ati condition in that as a result, weight and balan e and center 

f gravity computation ould not properly be assured. 

E has 14 da s to respond to a civil penalty I ner issu d by th F 
the agency ta.lees an furth r action. 

before 

DE performed civil air transportation under an operating certificate issued by 
the gov rnment of Ecuad r, and wa authoriz d to conduct operation to and from the 

nited tale . On ctob r l, 1996 Ecuador' s civil aviation authority ind finitely 
uspended DE • op rating authority because of maintenance discr pancies in vol mg 

its failure to have in place internal control or oversight of maintenance. 

The announcem nt of th civil penalty propo d against DE is b ing mad in 
accordance with th F 's poli y of rel a.sing infonnation to the publi on n wly issu d 
enforcem nt actions in cas s that involve penalties of 50,000 or more. 

### 

11 efectro,,ic version of thi new release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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U.S. Department of 
Transportation 

FOR 1Ml\1EDIA TE RELEASE 
Friday, May 16, 1997 

News: 
O f lee of 1n Assis tant Secre1.1;, o P otfc Alfa11s: 
was 1noton, D C. 20590 

Contact: Lorie Dankers 
202-366-5565 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

P.l/1 

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater will be joined by the ten operating 

administrations of the deparnnenc to host an Open House celebrating the 30th anniversary of 

the .S. Department of Transportation on Mon.day, May 19, 1997. 

The Open Hous~ will include remarks by Secretary Slater in the DOT Plaza at 1 :00 
p .m., followed by a public reception. ExhibitS and technology demonstrations from each of 
the modes within the Department will be showcased as well. 

This event is one of many Open Houses throughout U.S. DOT offices nationwide. It is 
designed to welcome the public and transportation community and to share the many 
departmental accomplishments and programs . 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR DOT 30TH ANNIVERSARY OPEN HOUSE 
Monday, May 19 1997 

00D - 3:00 pm 

1:00 p.m. 

All events will take place al the DOT Plaza 
U.S. Department of Transponalioo Headquaners 

Seventh Street; SW 
Metro szop: L 'Enfanr Pl02..Q. 

Modal Exhibits on Display from DOT's Operating dministrations 

Kick-Off Remarks by Secretary Slater 

# # 



FAA News 
Federal Aviation Administration, Washington, DC 20591 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
APA 70-97 
Tuesday, May 6, 1997 
Contact: Alison Duquette 
Phone: 202-267-8521 

Aviation Safety Improvements In the Past Year 

WASHINGTO - Aviation, the safest form of travel in the United States, has 
been made even safer over the past year. As a result oflessons learned from the 
regulatory issues involving ValuJet, the regulatory approach to both new carriers and 
maintenance practices, as well as the transport of hazardous materials has undergone a 
transformation. 

More aviation and hazardous materials inspectors are being hired. The Federal 
Aviation Administration's {FAA's) best inspector resources are being focused on new 
carriers. A national certification team of safety experts is being formed and before any 
new airline can fly, it will have to win the team's approval. For the first time, new carriers 
will fly under increased supervision by FAA safety inspectors for their first five years of 
existence. 

Oxygen generators may no longer be shipped as cargo on passenger planes, and 
rules are being readied to prohibit the shipment of oxidizers aboard passenger aircraft . 
Regulations to require both smoke detectors and fire suppression equipment in Class D 
cargo compartments are being written. Moreover, the FAA and the Transportation 
Department's Research and Special Projects Administration have worked aggressively and 
cooperatively with the shipping industry to broaden understanding of the ruJes regarding 
shipping hazardous materials. 

These safety improvements enhance an aviation system that already is the envy of 
the world. 

- more -
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Safety improvements in the past year by the FAA, Research SpeciaJ Projects 
Administration (RSP A), and Department of Transportation (DOT) include: 

• The FAA grounded V aJuJ et until it met the terms of a consent order that required 
stringent tests to prove its ability to fly safely, and place limits on its expansion. 

• The FAA heightened safety oversight for airlines using outside contractors for 
maintenance or training. 

• The FAA conducted an unprecedented 90-day review of its aviation regulation and 
certification practices. As a result, the nationaJ certification team is being formed; 
new airlines must meet tougher certification standards and face increased scrutiny 
for the first five years; carriers with less than five years' experience are being 
subjected to the five-year heightened surveillance policy and wiU undergo 
increased inspections. In addition, the FAA is assigning its best inspectors to new 
carriers, and redesigning the program to oversee large carriers. Inspector numbers 
have risen to over 2,900 so far. DOT is applying more stringent financiaJ 
requirements on new entrants. 

• The FAA set in motion rulemaking to require the retrofit of fire detection and 
suppression systems in aircraft that don't now have such safety features. 

• RSP A has banned the shipment of oxygen generators on passenger planes, worked 
with the FAA to better educate the public and shippers about hazardous materials 
shipment, and prepared regulations to bar oxidizers from passenger plane cargo 
compartments. 

• To further raise the visibility of hazardous materials issues, the FAA has created a 
new Division of Dangerous Goods and Cargo Security within its Office of Civil 
Aviation Security. 

- more -
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Hazardous Materials Compliance 

Hazardous MaJeria/s Safety Standards 

The DOT has stringent standards for the transportation of hazardous materials and an 
excellent safety record for hazardous materials shipments. To maintain this excellent 
record, we are always looking for ways to enhance safety. The National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) provides valuable input into this process. 

Following the ValuJet crash, the department listened to the NTSB and did more than 
requested. We immediately banned all oxygen generators from being shipped as cargo on 
any aircraft. We issued a proposal to ban all oxidizers from cargo compartments that 
cannot be reached by the crew in an emergency. And we are looking at banning oxidizers 
from other cargo compartments as well, even if the crew can enter the compartment 
during flight. 

Helping People Comply With Safety Standards 

We know that having good standards is not enough -- we must make sure people 
understand the rules and know how to comply with them. That is why the Department 
invests heavily in activities that inform people about our rules and help them stay in 
compliance. 

Since ValuJet, we have reinvigorated our efforts to get the word out. We have held 
conferences and seminars, provided free training videos and other training materials, and 
distributed millions of brochures to airports, travel agents, and others explaining what 
materials may not be transported by air. We operate a free hotline and an Internet site to 
respond to any questions on hazardous materials transportation and increase awareness of 
our safety standards. And we are proposing through legislation to provide funds to states 
to help small businesses comply with our standards. 

Stopping People Who Do Not Comply With Safety Standards 

Despite our efforts, there are always people who either refuse or neglect to meet safety 
standards. We are committed to stopping these people and their illegal shipments. 

In the last year, the FAA has hired 76 new hazardous materials inspectors, and plans to 
add 32 more by the end of June. RSPA has 5 new inspectors on board and is in the 
process of hiring 10 more. Both agencies have increased their legal and support personnel 
to support these inspectors in prosecuting hazardous materials violators. And these 
inspectors will receive enhanced training before entering the field. For example, FAA's 
training course on hazardous materials has been expanded from 2 to 9 weeks. 

- more -
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Once on the job, departmental inspectors aggressively examine carriers and shippers. 
Inspections may last two days and cover every aspect of a company' s hazardous materials 
operation. A data system is being developed to target repeat offenders and others who 
may threaten safety. And we have proposed legislation to go after the dangerous practice 
of hiding or failing to declare hazardous materials shipments. 

Where problems are found, action will be swift and severe. More cases will be referred to 
the U.S. Attorney's office for criminal prosecution and more violations will be announced 
to the public, further enhancing awareness of the rules and the consequences for making 
bad safety decisions. 

### 
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F nnounce e m nt of Foreion ompliance 
With Internati nal afety tandard 

H TO , D. part of an effort to provide th public ·ch more information 
about aviation afi ty in international travel, the F d ral viation dministration (F ) today 
announc d th r suit of the agency s ass ssm nt of Egypt s ability t provide safety over ight of 
its air carri r th t operat in the nited tates. Egypt was foWld to comply with international 
tandard and has b en rat d as Cat gory l. 

Th a ses m nt ar n tan indication of wh th r individual for ign carriers are safi or 
un fi , rather th d termine h th r or not for ign civil a iation authoriti s ar in plac and the 
xtent to which tho authorities ensure that op rational and afi ty proc dure are maintain d b 

their air carri rs. 

Th focus of the F ' fi r ign ass ssment program is on th civil a iation authority and 
not individual arri r . Thes civil authoritie are as ed for th ir adherence to lnt mationaJ 
Ci il viation Or anization • s (I 0) a iati n afety tandards, n t regulations. 

Tra el rs may call I- 00-F (1-800-3 _-787 ) to obtain a ummary stat m nt 
about heth r a for ign ci ii aviation authority has b n assessed and the result , if availabl . 
Th y may al o ch ck th F 's lntemationaJ viation afety ssessm nt (I Int m t it at 
http://www.faa.oo /a r/ia a.htm fo r a listing of all curr nt asse m nts. a de ription of each of 
th categori s and an o ervi w of th I program. 

Countri s hos air carriers fl to the nit d tates mu t adh re to the safety guidelines 
of IC O th Unit d ation ' technical agency for aviation which establishes international 
standards and r comm nd d practices for aircraft operations and maintenanc . 

The F , with the oop ration of th 
asse sments of tho coW1tries whos airlin 
or ha e requ t d uch rights . 

host civil aviation authority, only makes 
have operating rights to or from th United tates. 

- more -
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pecifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by lhe ICAO 
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: I) la\<vs enabling the 
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements 
of ICAO; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements: 3) procedures to carry out the 
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance 
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at 
the time of the assessment: (I) does comply with ICAO standards, (2) conditional and (3) does 
not comply with ICAO standards. 

• Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category II, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas 
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority lo implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations 
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened f AA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category 111, Docs Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found 
not to meet I CAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the ci vii 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with 
[CAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil 
aviation: if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify. oversee and enforce air carrier 
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and 
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country 
that has received a Category Ill rating are not pennined unless the country arranges to have 
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted civi l aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by 
providing technical expertise. assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA hopes 
LO work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international 
aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they 
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States. 

#It# 
An electronic versio11 of this news release is "vailable via lltt! 

World Wide Web at: http://www.fna.gov 
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Fact h et 
Bia t Effect on Wide-Bod ircraft 

mall xplo iv device ab ard a commercial aircraft p e a real threat 
to the plane and the survival of it pa enger and crew. An e plosion in th cargo hold or the 
pas eng r cabin can knock out critical flight syst ms or ev n cau e catastrophic tructural failur . 

The larg contain rs us d to carry pa eng r baggage and cargo on wide-body aircraft -- the 
Boeing 747 for exampl -- offer a tempting target to potential terrorists. The containers, usually 
made of aluminum ar sturdy enough to h Id up to th tresse of regular airline servic , but are 
n t de igned to survive a bomb blast. Designs for new '·hardened contain rs ar currently b ing 
te ted. 

Perhaps the mo t infamous incid nt invol ing a bomb in a luggag contain r wa th downing of 
Pan Am 103, a Bo ing 747 o er Lockerbie, cotland on D cember 21, 198 . Investigators 
d t rmined that a smaJI e plosive d vi e hidden in a container tarted a chain of vent that led 
to breakup of the aircraft. The crash killed 259 people on the plane and 11 on the ground. 

ontain rs are not the only targ t. A uicidal terrorist could potentially detonate an explosive 
device in th passenger cabin with d va tating effe t that also could I ad to structural failur and 
los of the aircraft. 

The SoJµtioo 
The Federal Aviation dmini tration F ) has a wide-ranging program to develop det cti n 
technologies that pr ent a bomb from ev r getting aboard a commercial airliner. But to guard 
against th r mote po ibility that an explosive com s aboard. th AA also is working diligently 
to harden aircraft again t bla t effect . 

n May 17. I 997, th F and the Unit d Kingdom' ivil 1atton uthority ( ) are 
c mbining th ir asset to tudy the blast ffi ct and pot ntial mitigation m thods on commercial 

id -b dy aircraft. jointly acquired pres urized 747-100 will b u ed in th t ts hich will 
take place at Bruntingthorpe Airfield, L icest rshir , England about 70 mil s outsid of 
London). 

-more-
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The goal is to study measures that could protect civil aircraft from explosions in luggage. The 
trial will involve four simultaneous explosions in the Boeing 747. Three will test hardening 
methods. The fourth, against an unprotected part of the aircraft, is expected to cause catastrophic 
structuraJ fai lure by blowing a large hole in the airframe. 

These tests are an important part of the FAA 's aircraft hardening program. Since 1991, the 
agency has been studying different types of technology that could protect aircraft against certain 
explosives. The hardening program has included studies of aircraft vulnerability, tests of current 
and hardened luggage/cargo containers wi th actual explosives and manufacturing and 
maintenance issues associated with hardened structures. 

The FAA 's primary research objectives for the Bruntingthorpe tests are: 

• Identify and study methods and techniques of minimizing explosive effects through the use 
of hardened containers and hardened panels. 

• Study and identify potential ways to enhance aircraft resistance and survivability to 
explosives within the aircraft structure. 

• Conduct a series of tests on the 747 to determine how vunerable the aircraft structure is to 
blast effects and to study what damage would produce catastropic structural failure. The test 
will use various explosive charge weights, configurations and locations. 

• Study the effects of an explosive event occurring in a wide-body commercial aircraft cargo 
bay. 

Since 1991. the FAA and CAA have had a mutual interest in developing innovative methods and 
technologies to lessen the chance of catastrophic failure due to an in-flight explosion. The British 
Defence Evaluation and Research Agency, which is conducting the Bruntingthorpe tests for the 
FAA and CAA, has its own successful aircraft structural analysis and hardening program. 

The Results 
By combining their individual research efforts, the FAA and CAA will mutually benefit by 
studying innovative ways to protect aircraft cargo holds from internal blast, and subsequently be 
able to apply new technologies to combat terrorism. The lessons learned from this joint research 
will be disseminated to the aircraft and luggage/cargo container industries. 

### 
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Great Lak viation Ltd. Ground Flight Following FAA In pection 

W ASHlNGTO - Great Lakes Aviation Ltd., of Spencer, Iowa, yesterday voluntarily agreed to 
su p nd op rations following Fed raI Aviation Administration (FAA) inspections that uncovered 
deficiencies in the air carrier' s operations. The company operates as Great Lakes Airlines and, under code­
sharing agreements with United Airlines and Midway Airlines, as United Express and Mid ay Express, 
respcctivcl . 

Prompted b findings b th FAA's D s Moines, Iowa Flight tandards District Office, the agenc 
mcreased surveillance of Great Lakes Aviation's maintenance operations on April 29. Thos insp ctions 
found that the airline allowed per onnel who , er not properly trained and qualified to perform aircraft 
maintenance. The FAA alJege that the airline operated unairworthy aircraft. During the investigation 
discrepanci were reported to th op rator o appropriate corrective actions could be initiated. 

'The FAA does not hesitate to take swift action to protect the safety of the fl ing public, '' said 
Acting FAA dministrator Barry L. Valentine. 

Great Lake Aviation agreed to su pend operations after the FAA infonned th carrier that it 
planned to suspend its op rating authority. The FAA will continue to work with Great Lakes Aviation until 
the agency is sati tied the carrier is in compliance with Federal Aviation Regulations. 

Great Lakes Aviation operates a fleet of 3 twin-engine turboprop aircraft (41 Beechcraft 1900 
and 12 Embraer 120 aircraft). Scheduled service is offered to 82 cities in 21 states and three cities in 
Mexico under Federal viation Regulation Part 121. It also offers on«mand s rvice und r Part 135 on 
aircraft with nine or less passenger seats and service to 22 cities und r Essential Air Service provisions. 
The air carrier transitioned to Part 121 operations this year as part of the FAA s "commuter rule." 

Major bubs are D nver, Chicago, Minneapolis and Raleigh-Durham, .C. The compan operates 
500 flights p r da carrying approximately 887,000 passengers anJluall . 

Passengers are advised to call their travel agent or airline to discuss alternate travel arrangements . 

This FAA action is not related to the ov mbcr 19, 1996, United Expres accid nt in Quine , Ill. , 
which is currentl under investigation b the ational Transportation afety Board. 

An electroni.c version of this n~ re/ea e is available via 
the World Wule Web at: www.Jaa.gov 
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Department of Tran portation and Interior Move 
To" ard Quiet r 1 ational Parks 

H GTO -- ecr tary of Transportation Rodney later and ecretary of th Int rior Bruce 
Babbin toda. established a ational Park Overflights Working Group P G) to de elop a 
plan to ensur th pres rvation of the natural qui t in the nation's parks. 

The POWG will be in existenc for l 00 days after the dat of the initial meeting, which 
is sch duled for fay _0-21. final report will be submitted by the working group in no more 
than l 00 days. 

Pr sid ntial mandate, issu don pril _2. 1996. directed the er tarv of 
Transportation, in consultation with the I adership of relevant departments and agencies. to 
undertake additional tran portation planning to addr s impact of transportation on national 
park . In r sp ns . final rules were developed addre sinb i0 htse ing overflights of th Grand 
Canyon and Rocky I lountain ational Parks. and additional propo al for th Grand Canyon are 
b ing de ·eloped. 

'I am confid nt that tfie working group will produce a rulemaking document in a fair and 
reasonable mann r that strikes a balanc for all entiti s involved -- th national park system, air 
tour operacors and visitors to our national parks:' said ecr tary later. ·'This notice of propos d 
rulemaking is th first st p toward achieving that balance while ensuring natural qui c and safety 
for those visiting the parks.' 

'·American i w the ational Park ystem as a unique tr asure that belongs to all of us;· 
said ecr tary Babbitt. • I look forward to th r port of the orking group and its 
recommendation for how to proceed v ith our Pr idential mandat to restore natural quiet in our 
national parks .• , 

-more-



The mandate further directed the Secretary to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking for 
the management of sightseeing aircraft in national parks wbere it is necessary to reduce or 
prevent the adverse effects of such aircraft. 

The working group will include representatives of the aviation industry, parks and 
conservation groups and Native Americans. 

The members include: 

• Andrew V. Cebula. vice president. government and industry affairs, National Air Transport 
Association 

• Tom Chapman, vice president, government affairs, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 
• Dave J. Chevalier, president and general manager, Blue Hawaiian Helicopters (also 

representing Helicopter Association International) 
• Chip Dennerlein, National Parks Conservation Association regional representative 
• Boyd Evison, former national park superintendent and regional director 
• James Host, former director. Kentucky State Park, chief executive officer, National Tour 

Association 
• Charles Maynard, executive director. Friends of Great Smokey Mountains National Park 
• Alan Stephen, president, Twin Oner International 
• Native American tribal representative - to be named 

The final report will be made available to the public, and public meetings will be held 
following the publication of the notice of proposed rulemaking. 

### 
An electronic version of tit is news release is available vf(I 

the World Wide Web at: wwwJaa.gov 
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F Grant Office Help Lead ice Pre ident Reinvention Revolution 

WA H GTO -- R s archers across th country will soon be able to use the 
Internet wh n applying for c rtain Federal viation dministration (FAA) grants thanks 
to an I ctronic commerce project spurred by Vice President Al Gore s federal 
reinvention revolution. 

Thre branch s of the Department of Transportation -- the FAA, the federal 
Railroad dministration and the Federal Transit dministration -- received a 155,000 
grant from the Government Information Technology ervic s Board to start th program. 
The effort will pro ide ele tronic grants via the lntemet to participating colleges, 
universitie , non-profit organizations and companies involved in research and 
development. 

'·In addition to our acquisition and personn l reform efforts, we are working hard 
to make the F the model federal agency in adopting innovative. customer-focused 
policies and procedures. Ultimately, that will ave the publi time and money 'said 
George Donohue, F s associate administrator for research and acquisitions. 

During the first phas of the program which should be completed in June the 
F is participating in a feasibility trial during which test solicitations and payments are 
being sent. The second phase will electronically authenticate the identity of applicants 
and content of the applications. 

By establishing an electronic system that facilitates grant application and 
requests for payment, the F hopes to lower processing costs provide faste r more 
responsive service by eliminating many paperwork requirements improve accuracy and 
create a streamlin d process that is less labor-intensive and more efficient. 

### 

11 e/ectro11ic ver ion of thi new release is available via 
til e World I ide f eb at: www.faa.gov 
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F tatement oo GAO Finding Concerning 
ortbwe t rkan a Regional Airport 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is pleased that the General 
Accounting Office (GAO) agrees that the agency followed its customary grant process in 
awarding airport improvement funding to orthwest Arkansas Regional irport. In 
making grants for the new airport, the F considered the project' s effect on overall 
national air transportation system capacity, project benefit and cost. and the :financial 
commitment of the airport. 

By subsequently issuing a Letter of Intent to the orthwest Arkansas Airport 
Authority the FAA has greatly speeded construction of the new facility from three years 
to slightly more than a year, with an estimated savings of 24 mrnion. 

Drake Field which currently serves the region, is safe but has physical 
limitations particularly the surrounding mountains. As the GAO noted the facility does 
not meet current FAA airport design standards and its runway capacity is constrained. 
These factors led local communities to request federal help in building a more modem 
airport capable of expansion. 

orthwest Arkansas Regional Airport will meet existing airport standards and 
promises to accommodate the expected aviation growth in the region. The new airport has 
local community and airline support and the support of the Arkansas Congressional 
delegation. 

The FAA believes that the GAO, in raising issues about the airport's potential 
success, did not fully appreciate that uncertainties are inherent in the airport development 
process. Although the FAA uses the best data available there is always an element of 
uncertainty about projected air traffic levels, airline use and community involvement in 
the construction or expansion of any airport. The F 's past experience is that users 
realize the advantages of modern, expandable airports and ultimately make them highly 
successful. 

### 
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CONTACT: Kathleen 8 . Bergen 

FAA TO BUILD NEW AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL FACILITY 
IN PEACHTREE CITY, GA 

The Federal Aviation Administration has purchased a 35-acre tract of land in 
Peachtree City, Ga. to build a new air traffic control radar facility, Regional 
Administrator Carolyn Blum announced today. The new Terminal Radar Approach 
Control (TRACON) will be relocated from Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport to the 
site on Georgia 74 near the Falcon Field airport. 

"The new TRACON will provide an ideal environment for air traffic controllers to 
continue to provide the safest service to the flying public," Blum said. "It will enable us 
to provide controllers with the latest equipment and to expand as technology advances 
into the 21 st Century." 

The site was purchased from Peachtree City Holdings, LLC. It was selected from 
a field of 26 sites in 17 counties within the Atlanta metropolitan area. The $56.3 million 
cost of the program includes $14.2 million for land and construction and $41.6 million 
for equipment and telecommunications. 

Planning for the TRACON relocation began in September 1993 using an 
innovative partnership of FAA labor and management. The planning team consisted of 
FAA management and the unions which represent air traffic controllers and airway 
facilities technicians, the National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA) and 
Professional Airway Systems Specialists (PASS). 

- more -
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"Bringing labor and management together from day one allowed all parties to 
have full participation in the site selection process," Blum said. uThe team approach 
maximized the opportunity for input, and ensured that we would select a location which 
would be acceptable to all." 

The team recommended the Peachtree City site following intensive study and a 
selection process which considered cost, operational requirements, environmental 
impacts, and quality of life criteria. 

Construction of the new facility is scheduled to begin in March 1998 with 
commissioning expected in July 2000. Relocation of the TRACON to the new facility will 
support the continued growth of air traffic operations in the Atlanta metropolitan area 
and will accommodate new air traffic control technology which is being installed at FAA 
facilities nationwide. 

### 
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Media d i ory 
Kid and ' opt r Min°le in F AA-HAJ Education Project 

W H GTO -- Th Fed ra.1 Aviation Administration (FAA) and Hcli apter 
Association International (HAI) are sponsoring a demonstration of law enforc m nt and 
rescue helicopter operations from 9: 15 a.m. to 1 :00 p.m. on Tuesday June 3, at Wood 
Acres Elementary chool, Bethesda, d. h event is the climax of an inn ativ 
HAI education proj ct that could be a mod l for a broader national program. 

H licopt rs from the . . Park Polic and Washington ed tar will land close to 
the school in response to a simulated hazardous mat rial spill on nearby River Road. 

arines from th arine Corps Base at Quantico Va., will secure the landing zone and 
subsequently guide the helicopters in. The aircraft will begin to arrive at 9:30 am m 15-
minute increments. [edia repr sentatives will be able to int rview the F project 
leader, the h licopt r er w and Wood Acres stud nts touring the helicopters .. 

Using th world of helicopters and their role in aviation as a springboard experts 
from the F and HAI worked closely with Wood Acres teacher and staff to 
incorporate material about helicopter and their comrnW1ity s rvice missions into the 
students' curriculum. peakers from the F , H I and oth r participating orgru1i7 tions 
visited the school May 22-30 to present the material and help the students with special 
projects. 

Wood Acre Elementary chool is located at 5800 romwell Dr. in B the da. 
Directions are available by calling 202/267-8521. Media repres ntatives hould arrive at 
the school by 9:00 a.m. and go to the office for sign-in. 

#-## 
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FAA Order Immediate Grounding of MD-900 E plorer Helicopters 

WASH OTO -The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today issued a 
Priority Letter Airworthiness Directive (AD) ordering operators of MD-900 Explorer 
helicopters to immediately cease flights and ground operations until further notice. The 
AD is prompted by the discovery of a broken adjustable collective drive link during a 
McDonnell Douglas post-flight inspection on May 8. 

The drive link assembly is a component of the primary collective flight control 
system that controls the helicopter main rotor blades. Failure of the part could result in 
loss of control of the helicopter. 

Immediate investigation and testing by McDonnell Douglas followed the May 8 
incident and a notice was issued to operators on May 9 as well as replacement link 
assemblies with instructions to replace the part. Further testing by the manufacturer 
revealed that the drive link assembly requires redesign. McDonnell Douglas issued a 

ervice Bulletin yesterday and requested emergency action by the FAA 

"The agency's Airworthiness Directive will prohibit operation of the MD-900 
helicopter until the manufacturer formulates acceptable repair or replacement 
procedures," said Barry L. Valentine, F Acting Administrator. 

Worldwide there are 49 MD-900 Explorer helicopters in service 26 of which are 
U .. registered. An additional 12 helicopters are owned by McDonnell Douglas. 

### 

An electronic version of this new release is available via 
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F Picks Booz- lien & Hamilton, Inc. to Review Agenc cqui ition 

H1 GTO -- The F deral viation Admini tration (F ) today select d 
Booz-Allen & Hamilton, Inc., clean, Va., top rform a congressionally mandated 
revie of th agency· s n w s stem for acquiring goods and s rvices. The ag ncy • s 
a quisition reform effort has strong bipartisan support and is a test case for streamlining 
federal acquisition processes and regulations at oth r agencies. 

Under th $1-6 37 firm-fi ed-price contract, Boaz-Allen & Hamilt n 
ill conduct an independent as es m nt of F 's new acquisition managem nt s stem, 

which began pril 1, 1996. The company also will r view effons by the agency to 
promot full and open c mp titian for contracts above 50 million. 

er at d the n w system to make our acquisition process work better and cost 
le s. and we' e een xc 11 nt results over the past year ' said eorge Donohue associate 
administrator for research and acquisitions. !though it was reque ted by ongress we 
see this ind pend nt ass ssment as on way to evaluate our progress and identify area 
that may need improvement.' 

The F is scheduled to recei e a final report by ug. 31. Th agency will 
pro ide th re ults as part of a report to be delivered to Congre s b D c. 31. Along\: ·th 
personnel and funding reforms, the F expects its new wa of doing busin ss to pay 
big dividends to the American public. 

### 
A 11 electronic ver. ion of this news release is available via 

the 1 orld J ide Web at: wwwfaa.gov 




