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FAA'’s Safety Information Website Goes On Line

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) upgraded
its aviation safety information website with additional data to better inform the public
about aviation safety.

The website, activated on Feb. 28, can be accessed by pressing an Aviation Safety
Information button located on the FAA’s internet homepage at address www.faa.gov. As
of today, the website includes the following three databases:

e National Transportation Safety Board's (NTSB) accident database for civil aviation
activities;

o FAA’s incident database; and

e NTSB’s recommendations to FAA on safety issues.

The agency will continue to add information to the
website that it deems to be of interest to consumers. Several databases will be added to
include the following information:

e By March 31, statistical data about airline activity, such as flight hours and
departures, will be available;
e On March 31, a narrative will be available describing
the roles and responsibilities of the FAA, airlines,
manufacturers, and other aviation entities who work
together to keep aviation in the United States the safest
in the world:

- more -



* Beginning April 1, lists of all enforcement actions will be made available via a press
release issued quarterly; and

e Near Midair Collisions statistics will be available on
May 31.

As part of this effort, the FAA also now issues press releases when significant
enforcement actions of $50,000 or more, and certificate revocations, are issued against an
entity for safety or security infractions.
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Since 1980, civil air transportation in China has gl:own annually by an average of
20 percent — a rate 4.3 times greater than the world average. The strain on China’s
aviation system became evident as its accident rate rose in the early 1990s. Prompted by
the safety decline, the CAAC initiated a comprehensive program in 1993 to slow the
growth, review its system and implement corrective measures. This joint U.S.-China
review and report is part of China’s ongoing effort to improve its safety oversight.

Prior to the report released today, the CAAC and FAA worked together on several
cooperative efforts. In the mid 1980s. FAA worked with the CAAC to establish an
aircraft certification program for China. In 1993, the two civil aviation authorities
initiated cooperative efforts aimed at improving China’s aviation regulations. Building
on these accomplishments, the CAAC and FAA began formal arrangements in November
1994 to develop a joint program that would assist China in identifying improvements
needed in its flight standards operations and maintenance oversight system. To guide this
effort, the CAAC and FAA developed a three-phase cooperative program which included
this review.

The joint review team was made up of members from the FAA and CAAC. Its
findings and recommendations resulted from a cooperative safety review conducted in
China between Oct. 23 and Nov. 3. 1995. This joint review was more extensive in scope
and depth than the usual FAA assessments of foreign civil aviation authorities whose
carriers operate or propose to operate to the United States.

The FAA said that it intends to work with the CAAC to implement recommended
changes.
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According to the forecast report, domestic and international air traffic was stimulated by
world-wide economic expansion as well as falling air fares. Domestic enplanements increased
from 527.8 million in 1995 to 555.6 million in 1996, an increase of 5.3 percent. United States air
carrier international enplanements also increased by 3.5 percent from 48.6 million to 50.3
million.

The figures in today's FAA forecast cover a wide range of areas, including large U.S.
commercial air carriers (greater than 60 seats) and U.S. regional/commuter airlines (60 seats or
less). For the first time ever, the forecast looks at total air traffic (including foreign flag carriers)
between the United States and rest of the world. According to the figures, total traffic to and
from the United States is expected to increase from 94.8 million in 1996 to 183.6 million in
2008, an annual increase of 5.7 percent.

FAA forecasts find that large domestic air carrier enplanements are expected to increase
by 4.3 percent to 546.2 million next year. With an average 3.9 percent increase each year,
enplanements on large aircraft are expected to grow to 827.1 million in 2008. United States
international enplanements are forecast to increase to 53.1 million in 1997, and grow 5.8 percent
a year over the 12-year forecast period to 98.5 million in 2008. Pacific routes are expected to
have the greatest increase in enplanements, growing from 15.3 million in 1996 to 32.6 million in
2008 -- an average 6.5 percent increase per year.

In 1995, the Department of Transportation and FAA embarked on an aggressive “One
Level of Safety” regulatory package to make small aircraft of 10 to 30 seats follow the same
certification and regulation practices as large planes. Many critics felt the changes called for in
the rules could be too costly. However, according to the forecast report, the smaller
regional/commuter carrier enplanements are expected to increase to 62.5 million in 1997, and
average a 5.3 percent increase per year reaching 106.9 million in 2008.

Aircraft manufacturers are also expected to continue to experience increases, In 1996, the
U.S. large air carrier jet fleet was 4,775 aircraft. In 2008, it is expected to grow annually by 3.5
percent to 7.226 aircraft. The commuter passenger fleet is also expected to increase from 2,090
in 1996 to 2,909 in 2008, an average yearly increase of 2.8 percent.

Tomorrow, FAA will hold a number of breakout sessions exploring the implications of
the FAA forecasts on airports, commercial aviation, and future National Airspace System (NAS)
planning. On Thursday, March 20 to Friday, March 21, FAA and the General Aviation
Manufacturers Association (GAMA) intend to hold a special general aviation forecast conference
in Wichita, Kan.
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From 1985 to 1993, Pettitt was a tenured associate prdfessor at California State
University in Los Angeles, serving as coordinator and primary instructor for the school’s aviation
administration degree program. She taught courses on subjects including general aviation
operations and administration, airport administration, safety factors in aviation, aviation sales, air
transportation, airline economics and administration, and space exploration issues and trends,
She also was area coordinator for the aviation administration degree program.

Previously, Pettitt owned and managed a flight school and air charter business. She has
written extensively on human factors and training issues, including co-authoring three articles in
1996 alone. One of them, “Cockpit Leadership and Followership Skills: Training and Evaluation
Methodologies,” was published in the proceedings of the ICAO Third Global Flight Safety and
Human Factors Symposium.

Pettitt has served as a consultant to TWA, Continental Airlines and USAir on training and
human factors issues, and she is a member of the Council on Aviation Accreditation and the
University Aviation Association.

Pettitt holds a doctorate in education from Claremont Graduate School, a master of arts in
vocational education from California State University in Los Angeles, and a bachelor of science
in aviation technology management from California State University
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With ISD, controllers use a 20-inch square computer color monitor and graphic
displays of information instead of the older round radar display.

ISD will ultimately use flight information sent to and from properly
equipped aircraft over the ocean by satellite. Position reports will go to ARINC
(Aeronautical Radio, Inc., an airline communication consortium) and on to Oakland
Center for near real-time display at controller workstations. Currently, oceanic
controllers estimate aircraft positions based on pilots' position reports sent by high
frequency radio and calculations of future locations. The FAA's New York Center also
will receive ISD.

Telecommunications Processor, an enhanced workstation for oceanic controllers,
became operational in the four Caribbean sectors at New York Center on January 15.
The highly acclaimed TP was developed as a replacement for the old 1960s-technology
Flight Data Input/Output subsystem of the Oceanic Display and Planning System
(ODAPS) that has been operational in New York oceanic sectors since March 1996.

TP is a major improvement to controllers” ability to manage flight plan data,
aircraft position reports and flight service data. The TP workstation adds powerful
message handling search-and-scroll capabilities, quick action function keys, and editing
features to aid in entering, displaying or composing new messages.
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Fees are assessed for flights through U.S. airspace. as well as flights through
international airspace that the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has given
the United States air traffic control responsibility. The fees are applied in a “Tiered
Charging System.” General aviation piston-powered aircraft are charged no fees for
overflight operations under 250 nautical miles (or 287.5 statute miles). In addition,
Canada-to-Canada overflights of the United States have been granted deferral of the fees
until Wednesday, Oct. 1. This is to provide time for Canada to institute its planned
domestic enroute charge system, minimizing temporary disruption of air traffic due to the
introduction of charges.

Tiered Charging System
(1997 Dollars Per 100 Nautical Miles)

Aircraft Flights In Airspace Flights In U.S. -Controlled
Operator Over U.S. Territories Oceanic Airspace
Commercial $78.90 $69.50

General Aviation

Turbine-Powered
Aircraft $15.78 $13.90

General Aviation
Piston-Powered
Aircraft $4.38 $3.86

The FAA will bill users by sending a monthly invoice. Affected air carriers are
requested to designate and submit to the FAA the name and address of a U.S, agent for
billing. All other users are requested to submit a billing address to the agency. Users not
providing a billing address will be billed at the address of record of the aircraft owner as
maintained in the country where the aircraft is registered.

To receive a copy of the interim rule, the public can contact FAA’s Office of
Rulemaking at (202) 267-9677. Members of the media should use the individual listed as
the contact at the top of the press release. Interested parties can send comments about the
rule to FAA’s Office of the Chief Counsel, Attention: Rules Docket, AGC-200, 800
Independence Ave. S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591. Comments should reference Docket
Number 28860,

#it

An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov






The two ADs would require:

1. Replacement of the main 737 rudder power control unit (PCU) and dual
load fasteners (bolts) on rudder control rods with newly designed units.

The new PCU will have a new servo valve similar to the one proposed by
Boeing for its new 737-700 aircraft. The new PCU, which would undergo
extensive testing to evaluate the effect of rudder control system jamming,
would eliminate any possibility of uncommanded rudder motion, including
rudder reversals. The AD would require repetitive leak tests every 6,000
flight hours for existing PCUs until they are replaced with new units.

Redesigned fasteners (bolts) on the control rod that links a torque tube to the
main rudder PCU input arm would be required. The new fasteners would
reduce the likelihood of a load path failure on the control rod. The FAA
received reports that the outer bolts for the rudder control rod fractured in two
cases.

2. Installation of a newly designed rudder hydraulic pressure reducer and
yaw damper system.

Also known as a rudder limiter, the rudder hydraulic pressure reducer is
designed to decrease rudder movements and improve ability of flight crews to
control an aircraft in the unlikely event of a sharp movement known as a
rudder hardover. The new design is being be incorporated by Boeing in new
737-600, -700 and -800 aircraft.

The yaw damper system, now using mechanical rate gyros, would be removed
and replaced with solid state rate gyros, to reduce the possibility of system
faults. The new system would incorporate a dual configuration similar to the
unit used in Boeing 747-400, 757 and 767 aircraft.

Compliance time for replacement of the PCU and dual load fasteners would be
two years. Retrofit of the rudder hydraulic pressure reducer and yaw damper system
would be required three years from the effective date of the final AD. The public
comment period is 45 days from publication in the March 14 Federal Register.

Worldwide, there are approximately 2,900 aircraft in the 737 fleet, including
1,350 U.S. registered aircraft. Boeing estimates the cost of retrofitting the worldwide
fleet at $126 million, including $50.4 million to retrofit the U.S. fleet.
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“I’m proud of the men and women in industry and government who have worked so
diligently to fulfill our commitment to enhanced aviation safety,” said Barry L. Valentine, acting
FAA administrator. “This rule sets new standards that will help us keep pace with the rapidly
growing commuter segment of the aviation industry. This industry’s outstanding performance
demonstrates its commitment to safety.”

Walt Coleman, Regional Airline Association president, agreed with Valentine. “The
recertification of these airlines, which are now operating under the same regulatory requirements
as airlines flying the largest aircraft, is an achievement without precedent in commercial
aviation,” he said. “These regional airlines and the FAA staff of inspectors who worked with
them can take great pride in this accomplishment to improve flight safety.”

According to the FAA’s recently published Aviation Forecasts, regional/commuter air
carrier enplanements are expected to increase from 60.5 million in 1996 to 62.5 million in 1997,
and average a 5.3 percent increase per year reaching 106.9 million in 2008. The commuter
passenger fleet is expected to increase from 2,090 in 1996 to 2,909 in 2008, an average annual
increase of 2.8 percent.

Specific safety requirements include:

Revised manuals and training program.

Implementation of a carry-on-baggage program.

Introduction of a dispatch system and certificated dispatchers.

Establishment of duty limits for aircraft maintenance workers.

Additional passenger safety equipment, such as emergency medical and first aid kits.

Other previously announced safety initiatives in the Administration’s program to set
higher safety standards for scheduled carriers are:

e New Part 119 which requires a safety officer for all Part 121 air carriers.

¢ Final rule requiring new Crew Resource Management training for air carrier pilots,
flight attendants and dispatchers.

* Final “Age 60™ Rule which standardized the retirement age for pilots of all scheduled
air carriers with a four-year implementation period for commuter pilots.

* Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) that would require air carriers to comply
with proposed new flight/duty/rest standards for flight crews. The FAA is currently
reviewing public comments on the NPRM.

The Commuter Rule is expected to cost air carriers $75 million over 15 years. The cost
to the flying public is projected at 30 cents per passenger ticket on 20- to 30-seat aircraft, and 62
cents per passenger on aircraft with 10 to 19 seats.
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The FAA has an excellent record of contracting with highly qualified small and
socially and economically disadvantaged small businesses. In fiscal year 1996, for
example, 12 percent of the agency’s $1.9 billion in procurement obligations went to 8(a)-
certified firms. Another 12 percent went to Small Disadvantaged Businesses.

Details of the Mentor-Protege program are being finalized and will be published
on or about April 7.
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an
adequate infrastructure for international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements
of ICAO; 2) current regulations that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification, routine inspection, and surveillance
programs; and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above.

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at
the time of the assessment: (1) does comply with ICAO standards. (2) conditional and (3) does
not comply with ICAO standards.

» Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards.

e Category II, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas
that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations
inspections and surveillance.

» Category III, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found
not to meet [CAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with
ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier
operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify, oversee and
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards.

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by
providing technical expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA hopes
to work with other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international
aviation safety oversight standards.

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States.
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2.
The Facility
The pavement test machine will be located in a fully enclosed building 1200 feet
long, 100 feet wide and 30 feet high. The pavement test sections will be constructed using
conventional equipment and techniques so they will represent actual runways. Testing
will be done 24 hours a day, year round, in a fully automated mode.

The pavement test section is approximately 900 feet long and 60 feet wide. This
size permits simultaneous testing of nine different pavement cross sections. An
electrically driven vehicle operating on railroad rails will apply simulated aircraft loads.
The vehicle is about 75 feet long and 80 feet wide, and weighs about 1.1 million pounds.
The machine will be able to test landing gear loads up to 900,000 pounds.
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DIGITAL VOICE RECORDER SYSTEM (DVRS) - Provides the capability to
record, reproduce, duplicate and erase the voice communications involving air traffic
control operations.

RAPID DEPLOYMENT VOICE SWITCH II (RDVS II) - The RDVS Il is being
procured under a new contract for terminal voice communications equipment. The
RDVS directly connects air traffic controllers via radio frequencies , interphone circuits
and intercom circuits. The RDVS II also provides position signals to the facility’s legal
recorder system.

AIRPORT SURFACE DETECTION EQUIPMENT (ASDE III) - Radar that
penetrates rain, snow, fog and darkness to give tower controllers a clear picture of all
airplanes and vehicles moving on the airport’s surface. This will be commissioned at
Washington National within the next few months.

AUTOMATED COMPUTER EQUIPMENT - Provides real-time weather,
digitized airport approach charts, live windshear and runway visibility readings from
Washington National and other information on high resolution, color monitors at each
TRACON controller position.

AIR TRAFFIC OPERATIONS - In 1996 Washington National had 310,410 airport
operations.

STAFF - Washington National air traffic employees include 66 air traffic controllers, ten
supervisors and 15 administrative air traffic personnel. The tower also houses the Section
Management Office for FAA's Airway Facilities division which is responsible for the
installation and maintenance of FAA equipment in the Washington metro area. The
office has 15 air traffic system specialists, three air traffic system coordinators, one
supervisor and one secretary.
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