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F i ii Penalty A0 ain t R irline 

WA HINGTO -· Th Fed ral A via ti on Administration ha propos d a 6 ,000 
fin against Aerovias Colombianas Ltda. ( R Airlines) for not following 
r quirements of an F irworthiness Directive (AD). 

!though R A irlines' a ti itie er conducted under an op rating erti 1 

issu d b the government of Colombia, th carri r op rat d U. . r gistered aircraft and 
was requir d to folio a .. -approved maintenance program. olombian ci ii aviation 
authoritie susp nd d AR A irlines· op ratin certificate on Frida , Jan. 24. h 
suspen ion remains in fti ct. 

Th alleged violations occurred betwe n Jun 1992 throu_h ugu t 1993 and 
wer unco ered in th cours of F inspe ti n c nducted during that period. he 

all bes that th airline operated Douglas D -8F-55 freighter aircraft on 
approximately 686 flights without following an AD. The D requir d installation of a 
main cargo door v nt syst rn to pr vent inadvert nt opening of the door in flight. The 
carrier did not complet the work in the requir d time frame. 

ARCA airlines has 15 days to resp nd to th civil p nalty issued by th F 
b fore the agency takes any action. Incas s such as this. wh r the F prop ed 
penalty exceeds -o,OOO, the F has the authority to s ttle ci ii p naltie against 
proposed air carri rs and others in the aviation industry. If parties cannot ami ah l_ 
re ol e the man r the government must fil a complaint in the appropriat . . Di trict 

ourt. 

The announc m nt of the civil penalty proposed against AR is b in mad in 
accordan e with th F 's policy of r leasing information to the public on newly i sued 
enforc rnent a tion in ca that invol e penalties of 50,000 or more . 

### 
A11 electronic ver io11 of this r,ew re/ea e is available via 
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M dia d i ory 
F -H I Helicopter , arene ent Re ch dul d 

W fUNGTO -- Due to a for cast of w ather b low a c ptabl flight 
m1mmums tomorrow's demon tration of law enforcement and rescue h licopter 
operations sponsor d by th Federal viation dministration (F ) and Heli opter 

ssociation International (HAJ) at Wood er s El m ntary chool, Bethesda., d .. has 
been re cbedul d to W do da , June 1 I. 

Th event, which is the climax of an innovati e F -HAI education proje t that 
could be a model for a broad r national program, will still run from 9: IS a.m. to I :00 
p.m. 

H licopters from th U .. Park Police and Washington Med tar will land clos to 
th chool in re p n e to a simulat d hazardous material spill on nearby River Road. 

arine from th Marin orps Base at Quantico, Va. will secure th landing zone and 
sub equently guid the h licopt rs in . The aircraft will begin to arrive at 9:30 am in 15-
minute increments. Media representati es will be able to interview the F project 
leader, the helicopter crews and ood er s stud nts touring the heli opters .. 

ood cres Elem ntary chool is located at 5800 Cromwell Dr. in B thesda. 
Directions are available by calling 202/267-852 l. Media repr sentati cs should arrive at 
the school by 9:00 a.m. and go to the ffic for sign-in. 
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F nnounce e, Financing Method for Airport Project 

W GTO -- To enhance th ffectiv n ss of fi d ral airport funding, the 
F d ral iation drninistration (F ) r cently announced the selection of four airport 
project concepts as part of its newly authoriz d Innovativ Financing Demon tration 
Pro0 rarn under the irport Improvem nt Program (AlP). 

The program is design d to use small amounts of AIP funding as leverage for d bt 
issu sand reduc th time and costs associated with financing airport infrastructure 
d elopm nt. 

' This program ha the pot ntial to allow us to continue to provide the neces ary 
de elopm nt and upgrades to airport infrastructures nation ide well into the next 
c ntury ,. said usan Kurland associat administrator for airports. 

The four project concepts selected, which ere propo ed by stat s and airport 
sponsors include: 

• facilitating resid ntjaJ relocation in support of a noise mitigation program using 
flexibl non-federal matching shares· 

• constructing a new runway at a general aviation airport using flexible non-fi deral 
matching shares· 

• using flexible non-federal matching hares in conjunction with a state block grant for 
projects at gen raJ aviation, reliever and non-primary commercial airport· and 

• allowing credit nhancement using an AIP grant in support of bonds i sued to 
con truct a new runway at a non-primary comm rcial airport. 

It i exp cted that innovative financing mechanisms will broaden finan ing 
options available to airp rts at a tim when direct ti deral grant funding i constrain d by 

ffort to balanc the budget. In 1996, ongress ga e F th authority to finance 10 
proj cts under this new program through fi cal year 1998. 

-more-



Selection criteria for the program was developed by a team of experts from the 
FAA, Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, and an outside 
economist and financial consultant. By law, the temporarily authorized innovative 
financing mechanisms for new projects must fall into one of the following categories: 

• payment of interest - will allow airports to issue bonds to expedite airport 
development and use AJP funds to pay bond interest; 

• commercial bond insurance and other credit enhancements associated with airpon 
bonds - will reduce interest rates on bonds for airport development and reduce 
financing costs: and 

• flexible non-federal share matching requirements - will allow airport sponsors to 
contribute a larger share of costs for projects that might otherwise be delayed 

Seventeen airport sponsors have formally expressed interest in the program. 
Of these, 12 were described in sufficient detail to permit evaluation by the reviewing 
team. The selected proposals will be developed through further consultation between 
FAA and the airports with the aim of issuing grants to the airport sponsors by 
Sept. 30, I 997. 

Current and future projects will be selected based on the fo llowing cri teria 
developed by the team: 

• applicants for the program must be eligible to receive airport development grants: 
• proposed airport development must be included in the FAA 's Airport Capital 

Improvement Plan: 
• applicant must demonstrate that the proposal will accelerate development, 

or generate more local or private financing for the project and result in construction 
cost savings; 

• the innovative financing actions related to the project must be completed by 
Sept. 30, 1998; and 

• proposals must be feasible only through participation in the demonstration programs. 

Selections under the demonstration program may continue through 
Sept. 30, 1998. 

### 
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F Propo e Rule to Require Fire Detection 
and uppres ion y t m for Aircraft Cargo Compartment 

WA H GTO - The Federal Aviation dministration (F ) today issued a 
otice of Proposed Rulemak.ing PRM) requiring fire detection and suppression systems 

in inaccessible aircraft cargo compartm nts by the year 2001. 

The proposed ruJe would affect nearly 3 000 pass nger aircraft. Approximately 
300 all-cargo aircraft would be required to have detection systems and a means to shut off 
air flow to the compartm nt. 

The proposal m ets a recomm ndation of the White House Commission on 
Aviation afety and curity, which urged the implementation of rules necessary to 
achieve the goal of both fire detection and suppression systems in all aviation cargo holds. 

The F which will continue to work in partnership with the airline industry to 
achieve the target compliance date is working to issue a final rule by the end of the year. 
The rule would allow three years for compliance from that date. 

Currently most long-range passenger aircraft have fire detection and suppre sion 
systems in inaccessible compartments. This rule requires that the remainder of the 
passenger fleet be equipped with the same systems. 

'By requiring both detection and suppression systems we are providing the flying 
public with the b st available prot ction in the unlikely event of a fire said Barry L. 
Valentine F acting administrator. "We will continue to work closely with airlines and 
will monitor their progr ss on a quarterly basis. 

The total life-cycle cost to retrofit the fleet is estimated at 300 million. The 
approx imate lifetime cost per aircraft is $90 000. 

The comment period is 90 days from publication in the Federal Register . 

### 

An electronic verio11 of this news release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.Jaa.gov 
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FAA Opens The Door For More Controller 
To ·work ew York ew Jer ey Area Air Traffic 

W HJNGTO -- The three major ew York area air traffic control towers 
will meet or exceed authorized staffing level by the end of ti cal year 1997, the 

ederal Aviation dministration (FAA) announced in a repon to Congre Wednesday . 
By the end of fiscal year 1998 the larger facilitie -- the ew York air route traffic 
control center and ew York terminal radar approach control -- al o will have achieved 
their hiring goals . 

The taffing goals for the ew York air route traffic control center (ARTCC) 
and ew York terminal radar approach control (TRACO ) are specified in a 
memorandum of under tanding between the FAA the National ir Traffic Controllers 

sociation, which represents air traffic control specialists who work at en route and 
terminal air traffic control facilities. 

The FAA has already begun hiring 100 new air traffic control specialist to 
work in the ew York metropolitan area five air traffic control facilities, re ulting in 
a net gain of at lea t 55 controllers over la t year. This and future increa es in staffing 
will come from a combination of new hires and transfers from other air traffic control 
facilities throughout the country. 

The five FAA air traffic control facilitie in the ew York/ ew J rsey area are : 
the ew York ARTCC in Ronkonkama Y, which will gain 37 controller over 
FY-96 levels · the ew York TRACO , in Westbury , Y, which will gain six ; and the 
airport traffic control towers at John F. Kennedy International Airport ; ewark 
lnternationaJ irport and LaGuardia Airport which will ee a combined taffing 
increa e of 12 controllers over FY-96. 



The five metropolitan area facilities are among the highest ranked in terms of 
volume of traffic and complexity of workload. In addition to these five major 
facil ities, the New York/New Jersey region is also served by radar towers at 
Teterboro. NJ, and MacArthur and Westchester County airports in New York. Other 
FAA towers in the region include Caldwell and Morristown, NJ. and Republic and 
Dutchess County airports in New York. 

In recent years, through a variety of new and innovative programs, FAA bas 
made significant progress in attracting additional staffing tO the metropolitan area, 
virtuaJly eliminating deficiencies experienced in 1992 through 1996. Since 1992, tbe 
New York/New Jersey area facilities have experienced periods of decline in the 
controller work force due to normal attrition and requests for voluntary reassignment to 
facilities in regions of the country with lower cost of living and less complex workload. 

FAA has adopted a number of methods and programs, both agency-based and 
external. to fill vacancies in air traffic control facilities. Many of the hiring initiatives 
depend on cooperative arrangements with educational institutions which implement 
specia1ly tailored curricula aimed at selecting new controllers. To draw people to a 
particular region, several of the newer hiring programs emphasize local screening, 
training and hiring. 

Staffing requiremencs at each facility are determined based on traffic activity, 
complexity and other factors that are incorporated in forecast models that predict the 
number of personnel required to perform a given amount of work. 

The increase in staffing in the New York area comes at a time when the FAA is 
hiring 500 new controllers nationally and has plans to add 800 more controllers in the 
next fiscal year. The surge in hiring will be accomplished lhrough many of the same 
initiatives that are being used to attract additional staff to the New York/New Jersey 
area and reflects anticipated growth in air travel in the United States in the next few 
years. Tbe FAA operates 414 air traffic control facilities throughout the United Stales 
and has a total controller work force of 16,975 as of April 30, 1997. 

The FAA report was prepared as pan of the Department of Transportation's 
Fiscal Year 1997 Appropriations Act (Public Law 104-205), wbjch called for FAA to 
initiate and report on special efforts to recruit air traffic controllers to work in the New 
York/New Jersey metropolitan area. 

### 
A,r electronic version of tit is news release is available via 

the Wurl,/ Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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FAA PROPOSES $187,500 CIVIL PENAL TY AGAINST FEDEX 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has proposed a $187,500 civil penalty 
against FedEx for failure to properly maintain records for 21 aircraft engines. 

FedEx's FAA approved General Maintenance Manual, requires it to use a 
computerized system to track the amount of flight time, number of take-offs and 
landings, and maintenance schedules of aircraft engines. 

An FAA audit revealed that records for the 21 Pratt & Whitney JTBD engines 
were not contained in FedEx's computerized records management system. For three of 
the 21 engines, FedEx lacked documentation regarding compliance with Airworthiness 
Directives, the time of last required overhaul , and status of life-limited parts. 

FedEx was given 10 days to respond to the proposed civil penalty. 

### 
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F Review how e, Acqui ition Rules ave Time and Money 

W GTO -- In its continuing drive to make government work better and 
cost less the Federal viation dministration (F ) recently completed a top-to-bottom 
internal review of the agency son -year-old ystem for acquiring good and services. 

The results, which were released today, sho that the system already is saving 
time and money for both the agency and the companies that bid for its contract . They 
also highlight areas where the FAA could improve the y tern. 

The agency ' s new acquisition ystem was effective pril I 1996. The t.:! form 

effort. which has strong bipartisan support, is a test ca for treamlining federal 
acquisition processes and regulations at other agencies. A part of that effort, a team of 
F evaluators will re ie the new system annually through 1999. 

"Thi is a revolutionary change for the FAA, so it i important to see not only 
what works well, but also to identify issues before the become problems " said George 
Donohue. associate administrator for research and acquisitions. ''The . port gives u an 
objectiv basis for evolving th system in the future. It is an arly but important step in 
the long-term process of changing the way the F does business.' 

The internal review found that the acquisition reforms ha e cut the time to award 
contracts greater than l 00,000 by about half compared to the period needed under the 
previous federal acquisition regulations. Bas d on interviews with industry executives, 
the reforms have saved industry an estimated 30-40 p rcent over previous bid and 
proposal co ts. 

In its r port. th evaluation team notes that th FAA acquisition work force feels 
that th system presents opportunities for greater flexibility, better judgm nt and less 
bureaucracy. They believe acquisition reform has given them permission to take actions 
that might have been con idered too risky or unusual under the old regulations. 

-more-
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The report also contains valuable information on areas that need more attention in 
the FAA' s ongoing effort to improve its acquisition management system. For example, 
the agency has achieved only about half the reform milestones due to be completed by 
April 1. 1997. The evaluators also reported that consistent acquisition program 
measurement is lacking at the agency. 

Although overall awards to small and very small businesses have increased more 
than 60 percent. awards to businesses that are both small and economically disadvantaged 
have dropped 72 percent. The FAA is making sure the entire acquisition work force is 
committed to reaching its goals in this area. The agency also is implementing specific 
measures such as the recently announced Mentor-Protege program, which encourages 
prime contractors to mentor socially and economically disadvantaged small businesses. 

The FAA is now analyzing the results of the report, and will take the actions 
necessary to achieve the new system's long-term goals. The agency also continues to 
work hard to make the acquisition work force more familiar and comfortable with the 
new refom1s and to give them the training and tools they need to succeed. 

To compile the report, the evaluation team conducted approximately 200 
interviews with FAA and industry from Jan. 15 to April 30, 1997. The evaluators also 
studied reports and documents from the FAA, congressional testimony and reports, 
independent reviews and media coverage. 

Further internal evaluations are scheduled for May 1998 and May 1999. The first 
of these will address how well the changes and additions to FAA acquisition procedures 
are working. The second will examine the overall results of acquisition reform measured 
against established goals and expected outcomes. 

The internal evaluations complement two congressionally mandated independent 
reviews of the FAA 's new system for acquiring goods and services. The agency has 
contracted with Booz-Allen & Hamilton, Inc, for the first outside evaluation. The 
company is scheduled to give a final report to the FAA by Aug. 3 1. The agency will 
provide the results as part of a report to be delivered to Congress by Dec. 31. The FAA 
will report the results of the second external report to Congress in July 1999. 

Media representatives may obtain a copy of the internal review by calling 
202/267-8521. All other requests should go to 202/358-5294. 

### 
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F Propo e Fine for Hazardou Material Violation 

W HINGTO - The Federal Aviation Administration (F ) has proposed 
fining LCM Transhield Inc., of Elkhart Ind., 60,000 for an undeclared shipment of -
hazardous materials. 

In F 's notice of proposed penalty, issued on May 30, LCM Transhi ld Inc., is 
cit d for knowingly offering hazardous materials for transportation by air when the 
materials were not properly classed, describ d, packaged, marked and labeled as required 
by the Department of Tran portation's hazardous materials regulations. In addition the 
shipment was not accompanied by a shipper's d claration of dangerous goods, also 
required by regulations. 

Irregularities were di cov,ered when a fiberboard box was found leakin b a UP 
employe at the company's cargo sort facility in Louisville Ky. Th box contained paint 
cleaning liquid and flammable liquids. 

In its notice to LCM Transhield Inc., F 
investigative file, it is proposing a 60 000 fine. 
receipt of F 's len r to respond to the notice. 

### 

stated that, based on i overall 
LCM Transhield, Inc., has 30 days from 

An electro11ic ver ion of tl,is news release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov 
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e, Technolo v am Pilot of Po ible lcin° Hazard Before Takeoff 

GTO -- The Federal viation dministration (F ) is e aluating a 
new ultrasonic technology that will warn pilots automatically of ic build-up that reduces 
aircraft performance or is hazardous to ircraft engin s. •• 

The HALOT"" Ground Ice Detection ystem detects ice and other frozen 
contaminants on aircraft wings prior to takeoff and displays that information in the 
oc pit. Then w detection capability increas s safety lowers cost and may eliminate 

unnecessary use of toxic dei ing fluids. 

"Th dev lopm nt of this technology is an example of government/industry 
ooperation at its best, said Guy Gardner. associate administrator for regulation and 

c rtification. '" for a minimal in estment of F resources, U . . aviation will gain a 
product that promises to incr ase the safety of flying in wint r w ather.' 

The system us s two ultrasonic sensors installed on each wing a processor unit 
and a ockpit display. The sensors provide strat gi surfac area coverage and can detect 
a variety of win~ contaminants. The s nsor signals are automatically and continuously 
monitored b. the processor unit which analyzes the signals and determines if the wing is 
contaminated. A cockpit-mounted display warns the flight crew of any hazard . 

Last winter, Ros mount erospac In ., Burnsville !inn., (a memb r of the BF 
Goodrich erospace companies) and orthwest irlines performed an in-s rvic 
evaluation of the s stem using t,vo I ID-8- jet airliners. The e aluation show d that 
HALO1 M ultras nic technology could succ s fully detect ice buildup. Rosemount 
. ero pace is now working with th F to gain appro al for th system whj h would 
allow it to b used in air carri rs' wint r operations. 

-more-
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Rosemount Aerospace inc., in conjunction with McDonnell Douglas, Northwest 

Airlines and FBS, Inc., designed the system under a cooperative Technology 
Reinvesanent Project agreement with the Depanmem of Defense's Advanced Research 
Projects Agency (ARP A). The FAA managed the project for ARP A and provided 
technical expertise based on the agency's long experience in dealing with aircraft icing. 

The Technology Reinvestment Project., mandated by the Clinton administration in 
1993, develops ''dual-use" technologies that have applications in both military and 
civilian sectors of the economy. These are multi-agency efforts, led by ARP A and 
supported by the Departments of Transportation, Commerce and Energy, NASA and the 
National Science Foundation. 
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FAA SUSPENDS CERTIFICATE OF TAR HEEL AVIATION 

The Federal Aviation Administration has issued an emergency order suspending 
the air carrier certificate of Tar Heel Aviation, Inc. of Richlands, N.C. Tar Heel's 
certificate was suspended for failure to employ a qualified chief pilot as required under 
Parts 119 and 135 of the Federal Aviation Regulations. Tar Heel conducts on demand 
cargo and passenger operations. 

Tar Heel's certificate remains suspended until it can demonstrate that it has a 
qualified person serving as chief pilot or pending appeal to the National Transportation 
Safety Board. Tar Heel has 10 days to appeal the suspension to the NTSB. 

### 
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A iation and Fireworks Don't Mi 

HINGTO -- Federal v1at10n drninistration (F ) ssociate 
Administrator for Civil viation ecurity Catha! ' 'Irish ' Flynn issued this warning to 

. travelers flying during the Independ nee Day holiday. 

'Before you think about taJcing any kind of fir works with you this holiday, 
consider that Hazardous aterial Regulations strictly control the transportation of 
fireworks on aircraft. By not following the regulations, you will subject yourself to 
substantial penalties. orse y t, ou will endanger yourself and everyon else on the 
flight." 

For your safety. do not transport fire orks in your carry-on or checked luggage. 
For more information contact your air carrier or the Post Office. 

Transportation of fireworks has been a particular problem around Ind pendence 
Da_ every year. Most of the annual sales of fireworks are in June and July. 
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