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FAA PROPOSES REVOCATION OF AVATLANTIC CERTIFICATE 

The Federal Aviation Administration has issued a notice proposing to revoke the 
air carrier operating certificate of AvAtlantic. The agency suspended the airline's 
certificate on March 7 based on numerous findings in the areas of training, 
maintenance, manuals and equipment. 

Under the terms of a March 14 Consent Order, AvAtlantic was required to submit 
to FAA documents and other materials and conduct proving flights which would 
demonstrate the airline's qualifications to hold a certificate. FAA has proposed 
revocation because the documents submitted by AvAtlantic were inadequate or 
insufficient and the proving flights were unsuccessful. 

The AvAtlantic has 15 days to appeal the proposed revocation to the National 
Transportation Safety Board. 
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F ction on viation afety and curity 
Relatin to TWA Flicrbt 800 ccident 

W HINGTO -- The Federal viat1on dmini tration (F ) has moved forward 
aggressively, with oth r government agencies in taking steps to enhance a iation afi ty and 

curity since the tragic accident involving T\: light 800 on July 17, 1996. 

'The F ' high t priority is the safety o the fl ing publi ; th work we do every da 
prev nts accident and ke p ur ski s th safe tin the world," said Barry alentin , F acting 
administrator. 'When an a cident such a this occurs. the F focuses its re ource to nsure 
that a similar accid nt nev r occur again. 

" s with every accident. open sharing of diffi r nt ideas and legitimat technical 
data is critical to the r solution of safi ty is ues. 'said Mr. Val mine. "It is throuoh thi 
thoughtful analysis that th inv stigation proces produ es th ound t decision and most 
po itiv r suits.' 

The F has maintained its clo workin-=- relati nsftip with th ational Transportation 
afety Board T B) and Fed rat Bureau of Investigation (FBI) a they continue to move 

forward with their l ad rot in the accid nt inv stigation. The F is cooperating in very way 
possibl to help det rrnine the probabl caus of the accident. 

Pre-

Long b fore the accid nt. th F. designed and impl m nted a ornprehensi e program 
to en ·ure that older aircraft, including some old r Bo ing 747s continu to me t the agency's 
rigid safety r quirements. 

- more -
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ln its role of maintaining and improving the world's safest aviation system.FAA 
proactively addresses safety issues. Two examples of preemptive safety actions are: (I) three 
Airworthiness Directives (ADs) the FAA issued in 1994 (April 20, June 8 and July 11) for fhght 
crew procedures on certain Boeing aircraft and (2) an AD announced on Aug. 9, 1996, requiring 
inspections of Boeing 747 and 757 fuel pumps. 

After receiving a report of a fuel leak, the FAA investigated Boeing 747, 757, and 767 
aircraft and subsequently issued the three 1994 ADs revising flight crew procedures on these 
aircraft. Due to these corrective actions, the flight crew on an aircraft from Sydney, Australia, to 
Japan was able to follow revised flight manual procedures and divert to Guam without incident. 

On Aug. 9, 1996, the FAA took action by issuing an AD that required repetitive 
inspections and resistance tests of the wire connections on Boeing 747 and 757 fuel pumps. This 
AD was prompted by reports of fuel leaks at the fuel boost and override/jettison purnp·s. One of 
the leaks had resulted in a minor fire within the wheel well while the aircraft was on the ground. 
The FAA' s AD called for initial inspections to be completed by July 14, 1997. Approximately ➔ 
percent of the pumps have been removed and replaced to date. There is no indication a fuel leak 
from one of these pumps caused the Flight 800 accident. 

Post-Accident Actions 

Immediately after the Flight 800 accident, the FAA conducted a comprehensive review of 
Boeing 747 service history to determine if there were any unresolved safety issues associated 
with the aircraft. The FAA also examined every detail of the 747 fuel and electrical systems 
design and performance. This effort was predicated on the F AA's underlying approach to its 
mission: Safety is the agency·s primary job. 

The FAA ·s ongoing, intensive evaluation program has included examination of Boeing 
certification data; design assessments with FAA and Boeing personnel; inspections of production 
and inservice airplanes; and laboratory analysis of components to explore possible ramifications 
of potential safety issues. This process extends beyond the normal design reviews conducted for 
certification and day-to-day continued operational surveillance of aircraft in passenger service. 

In addition, the FAA' s comprehensive review has involved consideration of possible 
ignition sources resulting from component failures. Although no evidence from the accident has 
identified any ignition sources within the airplane fuel tanks, I.he FAA's review of service 
experience of the Boeing 747 revealed a problem. which occurred in the late 1970s. involving 
fuel boost pump power wires shorting and arcing inside an aluminum conduit located in the 
auxiliary fuel tanks. This problem led to the FAA in 1979 issuing an AD. as a precautionary 
measure. that required installation of Teflon sleeving over the wires as an additional protection. 

- more -
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In its assessment of the Flight 800 accident, the FAA discovered a scenario where a short 
in these fuel boost pump wires could have ignited a small fire in the right wing tank. To make 
sure the safety level required by the 1979 AD was being met, the FAA issued an AD, effective 
Jan. 21, 1997, requiring the reinspection and repair of the wiring leading to the number l and 4 
fuel tank booster pumps in the inboard main fuel tanks of 747 airplanes produced prior to 1980. 
The inspections were required to be completed by May 20, 1997. All U.S.-operated 747s have 
been inspected and the requirements of the AD have been met. In issuing the AD, the FAA's 
concern was that shorting and arcing of these wires in the 747 main fuel tank had the potential 

• for igniting fuel vapor which could reach the center fuel tank by means of the fuel tank vent 
system. 

As the FAA moved forward with this overall review, it also carefully analyzed the 
NTSB ' s four recommendations issued on Dec. 13, 1996. The recommendations concern aircraft 
design modifications, center wing fuel tank fueling procedures, center wing fuel tank temperature 
limitations and modifying aircraft fuel tanks located near heat sources. 

FAA Responses to NTSB Recommendations 

The FAA responded to the NTSB's Dec. 13, 1996, recommendations on Feb. 18, 1997, 
and April 3, 1997, as described below. 

On Feb. 18, 1997, the FAA advised the board that its recommendations, specifically 
those concerning center wing fuel tanks, proposed major changes in airplane fuel tank design and 
fuel management. For example, in October 1996, the FAA evaluated the concept of regulating 
fuel temperatures within the Boeing 747 center wing fuel tank as a short-term method of 
allowing operation of the airplane without explosive mixtures within the tanks. The FAA' s 
review showed that controlling fuel temperatures would be difficult to implement and would not 
preclude operation of the airplane with flammable fuel vapors within the fuel tanks. There is 
significant doubt that any amount of fuel added to the center wing fuel tank, as recommended by 
the board, will lower the temperature to the point that no explosion could occur. 

The FAA advised the board that its recommendations could have sweeping potential 
impacts, potentially affecting approximately 5,400 aircraft in the U.S. alone. including Boeing 
737s, 747s. 757s, 767s, as well as aircraft manufactured by other companies. 

In preparing its formal response to the NTSB, the FAA determined that neither the NTSB 
nor the FAA at this point have the technical or scientific data to establish that the board's 
recommendations will increase safety. But the FAA did develop and provided to the NTSB a 
possible ignition source scenario for the board' s testing and evaluation. 

- more -
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Understanding the urgency and complexity of the board's recommendations. the FAA 
initiated a public outreach program, publishing a request for public comments in the April 3, 
1991, Federal Register. ln its request, the FAA specifically solicited research and other data that 
would analyze the efficacy of the board's recommendations. Comments from the public are due 
Aug. 1, 1997, and the FAA will carefully evaluate them for appropriate follow-up actions. 

In the interim, with F AA's support, Boeing announced on May 22, l 997, that it would 
issue a service bulletin to 747 operators calling for additional inspections of 747 center wing fuel 
tan.ks. The Boeing bulletin and FAA Federal Register notice have generated significant aviation 
industry activity to provide the requested information. Industry meetings are continuing to 
develop more information about the Flight 800 accident, including safety assessments, current 
technology, fuel temperature effects, alternate fuels and fuel tank inerting. 

Boeing also plans to meet with all 747 operators in early July to discuss fuel tank issues 
raised by the NTSB and FAA. The results of the service bulletin and all-operators meeting will 
be of considerable value to the FAA in determining how to improve fuel tank safety. 

As this important work moves forward, the FAA will continue its program of increasing 
the safety of the U.S. aviation system, and will address any safety issues related to the 1,043 
Boeing 747s in operation worldwide. As of March 31, 1997, the 747 fleet had accumulated 
more than 50 million flight hours and 11 million flights. 

Securitv 

During 1995. the FAA and the Office of the Secretary of Transportation planned 
revisions to domestic aviation security, culminating with the creation of an Aviation Security 
Advisory Comminee (ASAC) Baseline Working Group that met on July 17. 1996. The Flight 
800 accident a few hours later invigorated and accelerated a process already underway. 

Since the accident, the FAA has heightened security measures, as the President directed 
on July 25. 1996, to include preflight security inspections on all overseas international flights. 
FAA also checks to ensure that the inspections are done and that other required security measures 
at U.S. airports. such as physical searches of carry-on bags, are properly accomplished. 

Working with other government agencies, airlines, airports, unions and groups 
representing victims of terrorism. the FAA is aggressively implementing aviation security 
improvements, including those recommended by the White House Commission on Aviation 
Safety and Security. 

- more -
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The F AA's comprehensive security program includes such measures as: 

• Awarding a contract in December 1996 for delivery of 54 new certified CTX-5000 SP 
explosives detection systems, which began in January 1997. These systems look for 
explosives in checked baggage. Newly purchased units are in Chicago and New York and 
installations are under way in two other cities. 

• Installing trace explosives detection devices initially in Atlanta last year and continuing this 
year at Chicago, New York, Washington and other airports. Plans are to award contracts to 
purchase more than 480 trace explosives detection devices, about 20 automated X-ray 
devices and a quadrupole resonance detection device. 

• Preparing baggage match and computer-aided profiling systems to be ready for 
implementation on Dec. 31, 1997, to be used in conjunction with the advanced security 
equipment. as recommended by the White House Commission on Aviation Safety and 
Security. FAA conducted a bag match pilot test in May 1997. 

• Publishing Notices of Proposed Rulemak.ing in March 1997 on requirements affecting 
certification standards for screening companies and extending background check regulations 
to include screeners. 

• Working closely with airport operators in developing a new, comprehensive cooperative 
agreement on canine explosives detection teams, calling on them to place more teams on-site 
to screen suspect cargo and bags, and to search airliners and terminals after bomb threats. All 
major airports have signed the agreement. 

• Developing a joint government agency program with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms of the U.S. Department of the Treasury to perform canine explosives detection at 
airports. This includes procurement of dogs and training of handlers in FAA-handler classes. 

• Establishing airport consortia to work on improved security at U.S. airports. By mid­
December I 996, consortia at 41 major U.S. airports had completed vulnerability assessments 
and developed action plans with recommended procedural improvements and requirements 
for advanced security technology. FAA intends to establish consortia at 270 airports by the 
end of September 1997. 

- more -
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• Funding, in cooperation with U.S. airlines, the purchase of hardened baggage containers. 
Also in cooperation with the carriers, the FAA is sponsoring operational demonstrations and 
conducting blast effect testing to support standards for containers that further increase the 
effectiveness of overall checked baggage screening measures. A successful joint test was 
conducted with the United Kingdom in May 1997. 

### 
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Fact ccompli bment and Goal 

The Federal viation Administration's (FA ) highest priority is aviation safety. 
Every year, the agency implements literally hundr ds of proactive improvements to 
enhanc the safi ty of an aviation sy tern that is already the world safest. 

The F . continues to tak these safety-related actions to meet the chall nges 
pos d by the impressive growth of aviation in this country. The agency predicts that by 
200-, the numb r of passengers on U. . airl ines will increase by more than 30 perc nt to 
nearly 900 mjl}ion annually. That translat into mar traffic in an airspace that is already 
becoming crowd d. 

During the last 18 months the FAA' s record of ne safety measures has be n 
not worthy. Thes actions range from issuin0 airworthiness dir ctives (ADs) on specific 
aircraft models to impl menting broad new afety rul s for entire segments of the 
aviation community. 

From June through pt mber 1996 th F performed a detail d 90-day 
analysi of it r gulation and certification practices. The review examined federal 
regulations and the agency's oversight of comm rcial airlines engaged in substantial 
out ourcing of maintenanc and training functions. It also exarnin d the flexibility with 
which F insp ction r sources can b deploy d effectively in respons to a carrier·s 
varied fl et mix and rapid growth. The r port contain d six main recommendation , more 
than 30 upporting suggestions and numerous implementation trategies that th F 1s 
no putting in place. 

ector Force 

F inspectors are th • front line'' in the agency ' s continual improvement of 
aviation safi ty. The agency is adding an additional 1 6 insp tors and 74 support staff 
over prior plans for fiscal year 1997. 

- mor -



- 2 -

In addition, the FAA will hire 118 new hazardous materials inspectors and t 2 
attorneys. To date, 90 new hazardous materials inspectors have been hired. 

By the end of this fiscal year, the FAA will have more than 3,000 flight standards 
inspectors -- more than at any time in its history. 

The FAA bas created a new team, which will assign the most talented and 
seasoned inspectors to new entrant carriers, whose operations typically require close 
scrutiny to make sure that all safety regulations are met. The FAA also is boosting air 
carrier safety by ensuring the consistency, timeliness and accessibility of guidance 
material provided to inspectors and air carriers. 

Ahead of the Curve in Safety 

The FAA is detennined to prevent aviation accidents before they happen. In 
accomplishing this goal. the agency every year makes numerous safety-enhancing 
changes to the F ederaJ Aviation Regulations and issues hundreds of safety advisories lo 
aircraft manufacturers. operators, pilots and maintenance facilities. 

Since Jan. I, 1996, the FAA has issued 567 airworthiness directives mandating 
actions to correct problems with specific aircraft models. During the same period, the 
agency also issued 37 advisory circulars. which provide guidance. infonnation and non­
regulatory material to the aviation community and the public on measures to increase rhe 
safety of airports. air carriers and air operations. 

The FAA has proposed or put into place many important new safety rules in the 
last 18 months. Among the most important changes to the Federal Aviation Regulations 
are: 

• Successful implementation of a rule that sets new safety standards for scheduled 
•·commuter" airlines. The rule is the central element in the Clinton Administration ·s 
single level of safety program to hold all scheduled air carriers to the same high safety 
standards. 

• In July I 996. working with the Research and Special Programs Administration. the 
agency responsible for carriage of hazardous materials, the FAA banned 
transportation by passenger aircraft of specific oxygen generators. The rule greatly 
reduces the risk of an intlight fire going out of control due to the presence of oxygen. 

• Requiring the installation of fire detection and suppression systems in passenger 
aircraft that do not currently have them. This important initiative is designed to help 
air carriers provide even more protection against inflight fires. 

-more-
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The FAA has also taken important non-regulatory proactive safety actions. For 
example, in May 1996 the agency unveiled its Global Analysis and Information Network 
(GAIN) concept to involve the international aviation community in the FAA 's safety 
efforts. The idea is to make safety data available instantly, on-line, to aviation 
professional worldwide so that trends can be identified and analyzed, and corrective 
actions taken. 

GAIN, a long-term international project, will take advantage of crucial safety 
information that is already being gathered as part of regular operations. 

New Technology for Improved Safety 

As aviation grows, the F AA's technological capabilities must increase to keep the 
nation's aviation system running smoothly and safely. The new acquisition management 
system put in place April 1, 1996, provides greater oversight of program schedules and 
costs by keeping pace with new technologies and speeding delivery of systems and 
equipment to meet customers needs in the field. 

In the last year and a half, thousands of new pieces of equipment have been 
installed at FAA facilities. For example, a large replacement computer system for the 
agency's five busiest enroute centers was delivered 10 months ahead of schedule and 
approximately $3 million under budget. A new, modem display system, which will let 
controllers handle air traffic even more safely and efficiently, was installed at Seattle 10 
months early and is now being tested under operational conditions. 

The FAA has become the acknowledged leader in providing satellite technology 
that will enhance civil aviation safety and the capacity of the aviation system. The agency 
is rapidly developing a Wide Area Augmentation System (WAAS) to provide the 
availability, integrity and accuracy needed for the use of GPS as a primary means of 
navigation. 

FAA safety research also addresses the human element in aviation. The agency 
has numerous programs to investigate how humans interact with the various components 
of the aviation system. An example was the release in June 1996 of an FAA report on the 
interaction of flight crews with the advanced automated systems found in many aircraft 
today. The data will be invaluable as the FAA and airlines acquire and operate even more 
sophisticated equipment in the very near future. 

Increased Securitv for Air Travelers 

Working with other government agencies, airlines, airports, unions and groups 
representing victims of terrorism, the FAA also is aggressively implementing aviation 
security improvements. including those recommended by the White House Commission 
on Aviation and Security. 

-more-
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Examples include: 

• Installing new high technology security equipment at U.S. airportS IO screen checked 
and carry-on baggage: 54 new certified CTX-5000 detectors that look for explosives 
in checked baggage, and 480 new systems that look for traces of explosives in 
checked and carry-on bags; 

• Installing new computer-aided training and testing systems for the x-rays used at 
screening checkpoints, proposing new certification standards for screening companies 
and requiring background checks for screeners; 

• Preparing baggage match and computer-aided profiling systems that FAA anticipates 
will be ready for the start of implementation oo December 31. These systems will be 
used with the advanced security equipment; 

• Establishing airport consortia to work on improved security at 270 U.S. airports by 
September; 

• Hiring hundreds of new inspectors and staff, primarily to conduct aggressive testing 
and to use the results IO bring industry to increased security; 

• Proposing a new, strengthened program for cargo security. 
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FAA and Produce afety Yid o 
for 1997 0 bko h Fl -In 

WA H GTO - Th fed ral Aviation dministration • s (F ) Office of 
yst m afi ty and the Experim ntal ircraft ssociation (E ) today released an 

informational video for pilots flying to the annual O hkosh Fly-In in Oshkosh, Wis. 

The 1997 Oshkosh Visual Flight Rules Procedures video is being used to promote 
aviation safety for the world' premier general aviation event. Th video will help pilot 
folio special arrival and departure procedures that will be in effect July 28- ugust 5. 
It is estimated that there will be 17,000 aircraft operations during the Fly-In. 

• afety is a shared commitment between F and industry. This video reflects 
our continued safety partnership, ' said Barry L. Valentine, F cting dmini trator. 

The video includes the following information for pilots: 

• graphic presentation that outlines the traffic flow into Wittman Regional Airport; 
• aerial footage to help pilots locate landmarks and busy routes· and 
• procedures fo r general aviation aircraft warbirds and no radio aircraft. 

To ord r a free copy of the idea, pilots should call E at 800-564-6322. 
The ideo will be sent with a copy of the official otice to irmen plus a 3x5 quick 

reference book.let fo r use in-flight. The video is also available on loan from the local 
Flight tandards District Offices. 

-more-



A version of the video, with pictures, is available for viewing on the internet at 
http://NASOAC.F AA.GOV under the Oshkosh icon. Additional information about the 
Fly-ln is available on EAA's homepage at http://www.Fly-In.org. 

This video is one of several joint video projects between FAA and EAA. 

### 
A,r electronic versio,r of this ,rews release is available via 

the World Wide Web at: www.Jaa.gov 
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FAA I ues Final Rul_e Requiring 

CORRECTION. See 
categories 2 & 3 on page 2. 

Increased Parameters for Flioht Data Recorders 

W SHINGTO -- In an effort to better identify the causes of aviation accidents 

and predict trends to prevent future accidents the Federal viation Administration (F ) 

is ordering that more flight infonnation be collected by digital flight data recorders 

(DFDRs). Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater called on the aviation industry to 

beat the government' s timetable. 

The number of specific areas of flight information -- called data parameter -- w1ll 

be increased up to 88 for newly manufactured aircraft and increase from 11 to 17 or 18 for 
older aircraft. The F rule addresses several ational Transportation Safety Board 

TSB) recommendations and will require retrofit of some existing aircraft during major 
maintenance checks within the next four years without disruption to the flying public. 

This final rule sets.the maximum timetable for the aviation industry to upgrade 
digital flight data recorders" said Slater. 'I commend the carriers that are moving quick.Jy 
to make thes changes and I challenge the entire aviation industry to respond as w 11." 

These new requirements will significantly improve our ability to analyze aviation 
accidents and incidents ' said Guy S. Gardner associate administrator for Regulation and 
Certification. ' The faster we can understand what happened the quicker we can take 
appropriate corrective actions. 

In 1995 the F called on the aviation industry to begin retrofitting Boeing 737 
aircraft voluntarily with upgraded DFDRs. The F also began an in-depth rul making 
effort in resp nse to the SB ' s recommendation. The revised rule .was developed by the 
F. with input from the Aviation Rulemaking dvisory Committee (industry), the TSB 
and the public. 

- more -



Depencting on the age and complexity of the aircraft, the rule will upgrade DFDRs 
as follows: 

Category I 

Category 2 

Category 3 

Category 4 

Aircraft Current 
Parameters 

No Flight Data Acquisition Unit (FDAU) 
manufactured on or before 10/ 11/91. 
1,929 aircraft over 30 seats 11 
For example: 727, 737, DC-8, F-28 

Aircraft with FDAU manufactured on 
or before 10/11/91. 
1,360 aircraft over 30 seats, 17 
including 704 turboprops 
For example:· A-320, 737, 7-17, 
757, 767, DC-10. F-28. MD-80. 
ATR-42, EMB-120. SAAB 340, 
DHC-8, L-1011. 

Aircraft with FDAU manufactured 
after 10/11/91. 
1,036 aircraft over 30 seats, Up to 29 
including 673 aircraft 10-19 seats, 
277 aircraft 20-30 seats 
For example: 737, J.17, 757, 767, 
777, F-100, MD-11, MD-80, lv!D-88. 
MD-90, ATR-72. 

Aircraft with FDAU manufactured 
3 (or 5) years after final rule. 
All newly manufactured aircraft, 29 
existing derivatives and any new 
type certificates. 

New 
Parameters 

17 or 18 

22 

34 

57 (3 years) 
88 (5 years) 

The totaJ cost Qf the rule is $316.3 million. The estimated cost to retrofit large and 
small aircraft is $5,611 and $3,067 each, respectively. 

The final FAA rule is expected to be on display at the Federal Register on Friday. 
Overall, the FAA has responded favorably to 90 percent of the urgent recommendations 
issued by the NTSB since 1967. 

### 

An elf!CJTonic version of this news rl!iease is available via 
the World Wide Web at: wwwf aa.gov 
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E 

Propo Fine for Hazardou Material Violation 

H GTO -- The Federal viation dministration (F ) has propo ed 
finin Ex c Express II, Inc. doing business as Lone tar irlines of Fort Worth, T xas. 

3 7 -,000 for the improp r shipment of flammable hazardous materials. 

In F 's otic of Proposed Civil Penalt , issued on Wednesday July 2. Lone 
tar irlin s is cited for offi ring hazardous material for transportation by air wh n the 

material was not properly classed. described, packaged marked. labeled and in a 
condition for shipment required by Hazardous 1at rials Regulations. In addition, the 
carri r did not provide proper merg ncy respons information and failed to instruct each 
of the carri r's ffic rs. agents and employees on the prop r guid lin s to ship hazardous 
mat rials as required by fi deral regulations. 

The shipment cited in F • notice consisted of a fiberboard package that 
contained an adhesive used to seal fuel tank leaks which i a flammable hazardou 
mat rial. s a result f the shipment, the F cited Lone tar irlines for violating 
numerous Department of Transportation (DOT Hazardous Material Regulations. 

The announcem nt of the civil penalty proposal today is made in a cordance with 
F ·s policy of r leasing information to the public on newly issued enforcement actions 
in ca s that in olve penalties of 50 000 or more. 

II # # 
A11 electro11ic ver ·ion of 1h is news release i available via 

the i orld I ide J eb at: www.faa.gov 
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nnouace Peru omplie 
ith International afe . tandard • 

A Hf TO . D. . -- A part of an effi rt t pro id the public with more informati n 
a uc aviati n safet in intemati nal travel. the Federal iation dministration (FA ) today 
ann unced P ru ha · be n r as es ed and now complies with internati na! afety _ tandards. n 

o ember 2. 199.'." FAA announced P ru had be n rated .. conditional.' or acegory II. foll wing 
a 199.: asses ment. Th n Categ ry I rating. ann un d coda . m ans the nation m ts afety 
tanJard et by the Int mational Ci ii viacion rganizmion (1 ). 

The a· e ·ments are not an indication of whether indi idual for ign carri r ar safe or 
un ·ati:: . rather they determine v,heth ror n t foreign civil aviati n authoriti s ar in plac and the 
extent to '"hich th ·e authorities nsure that operational and safety procedures are maintained b, 
thci r air c rrier . 

Th f cu · of the~ \·:for 1gn asse --mem program 1s on th civil aviation authont_ and 
not individual carriers. The e ivil authoritie ar :.r ssed for their adh renc to IC O' a iation 
'afety ·tandards. not F regulation ,. 

Tra ekrsmaycall 1-800-F RE(l- OQ-J __ -7873)toobtainasummar_ statement 
about \\ hcther a f reign ci i I aviation authority has been a ,. ss d and the result . if avai I able. 
Th y may also check the F • Int mati nal . vimion afety ss s ment (IA ) Internet ire at 
http: //, v.faa.oo /a r/ia a.htm for a Ii ·ting of all current asse sments. a de ription of each f 
the categorie • and an o ervie\ of the L A program. 

ountrics who · air carriers fly to the Lnited tate · must adher t the 'afet_ guiddint:s 
of I 0, the nitcd at ions· technical agency for a iati n which establishes internati nal 
_tandards and r commended pr:.h.:tices for ain.:raft operati ns and maintenance. 

h ·FAA. \Vith the o peration of the host civil aviation auth rit .. onl_ make 
assessment f thln~ countries'-'' hose airline , have opcr~uing right to or fr m the nited . tatcs. 
or ha\e reque ·ted such rights. 
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Specifically, the FAA determines whether a foreign civil aviation authority has an 
adequate infrastructure for international avi;:ition safety oversight as defined by the !CAO 
standards. The basic elements that the FAA considers necessary include: I) laws enabling the 
appropriate government office to adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements 
of (CAO:~) current regulations that meet those requirements: 3) procedures to carry out the 
regulatory requirements; 4) air carrier certification. routine inspection. and surveillance 
programs: and 5) organizational and personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these civil aviation authorities at 
the time of the assessment: (I) does comply with !CAO standards. (2) conditional and (3) does 
not comply with ICAO standards. 

• Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with ICAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category 11, Conditional: A civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors found areas 
that did not meet !CAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority to implement corrective measures. During. these negotiations. limited operations 
by the foreign air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category 111, Does ot Comply with ICAO Standards: A civil aviation authority found 
not to meet IC AO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civil 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with 
IC AO standards: if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee civil 
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier 
operations requirements: if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify. oversee and 
enfon;e air carrier maintenance requirements: or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country 
that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless the country arranges to have 
its flights conducted by a duly authorized and properly supervised air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted civil aviation authorities with less than acceptable ratings by 
provi<ling technical expertise. assistance with inspections. ,rnd training courses. The FAA hopes 
to work ""ith other countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international 
aviation safety oversight standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of satety assessments to the public as the) 
are completed. First announced in September I 994. the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program to assess all countries with air carriers that operate to the United States . 

. 111 electro11ic version of tit is news release is available via the 
World Wide Weh at: ft trp:llwwwjua.gov 
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F Propo e Rule to_Limit Payload on Converted Boeina 727 

W ASHINGTO .:._ The Federal Aviation Administration (F ) today issu d four 
proposed Airworthiness Directives (ADs) to limit the payloads of Boeing 727 aircraft that 
have been converted from passenger to all-cargo operations. 

The proposals would require that operators reduce payloads from 8,000 to 3,000 
pounds per container within 48 hours after a final F rule until the floor structure is 
modified or re-qualifi d to carry higher payloads. 

Recent inspections of Boeing 727 cargo interiors reve Jed that se era! aircraft 
contain design features which do not meet F certification criteria. There are four 
companies holding supplemental type certificates (STCs) for perform cargo and interior 
design modification to Boeing 727s for cargo operators. The ADs announced today 
address the main deck floor structure only. Other STC design modifications will be th 
subject of a second set of F proposals. 

'· afety is the F ·s number one concern in any type of aviation operation," said 
Guy . Gardner, associate administrator for regulation and c nification. ··This AD 
proposes to take the necessary action to prevent the possibility of floor structure failure 
on convened cargo aircraft. While there has been no failure to date, it is prudent for us to 
limit the cargo load while corrective modifications are made.' 

Compliance with the 3,000 pound limit would be required within -1-8 hours after 
issuanc of a final AD. However, payloads up to 4.800 pounds per container would be 
allowed for up to I _Q days after a final rule provided that the operator meets certain F 
restrictions. Following 1 _Q da_ s the 3,000 pound limitation would be imposed unle s 
the aircraft has been modified or the operator/ TC holder can substantiate that the 
strength of th main d ck m ets the F • s design restrict ions. 

- more -



The FAA' s proposal could affect approximately 300 aircraft worldwide, including 
244 U.S. registered aircraft. A total of 32 operators would be affected. including Federal 
Express, OHL Airways, Express One International, Ryan International Airlines and 
American International Airways. The estimated revenue loss and cost to modify the floor 
structure to allow higher payloads is approximately $25 million for U.S.-registered 
aircraft. 

Other Boeing 727 STC design modifications wiJl be the subject of a second set of 
FA.A. proposals. These include: structural design deficiencies and deviations for cargo 
door installations that could compromise the strength of the door and structure; under­
strength cargo restraint sy~tems; cargo door hinges that are not fail-safe; electrical and 
hydraulic design deficiencies that could allow a cargo door to open in-flight; and 
provisions for unauthorized ~arriage of passengers in cargo areas. 

Boeing 727-100 and 727-200 series aircraft hold 11 and 12 cargo containers, 
respectively. 

The comment period is 45 days from publication in the Federal Register . The 
FA.A. expects to issue a final rule by October. 

fl # # 

An electronic version of this news release is available via 
the World Wide Web at: wwwjaa.gov 
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IEDIA ADVI ORY: VI E PRE IDE 
TECH OLOGlE DEVELOPED BY A 

HOW CA E VIA TIO AFETY 
F 

Vice President Gore on Tuesday, July 15, at Dulles International Airport, wilJ showcase 
aviation safety technologies developed by and the F . The event is scheduled to 
begin at approximately 12:50 pm EDT at Dulles' United Terminal, Gate C-1. The 
technologies are examples of the cooperative work between and the F 

The Vice President, accompanied by Department of Transportation Secretary Rodney 
later and A dministrator Daniel . Goldin, will conduct actual "hands on" 

demonstrations of the new technologies in a 757 research aircraft that will be 
parked at the gate, in addition to technologie that will be featured in the gate area. 

edia representatives should be prepared to display standard press ID. Press 
credentialing will be conducted on-site . To assist media in transportation to Dulles, a bus 
will leave from SA Headquarters (300 E treet SW) at 10:30 a.m. for the airport and 
will depart Dulles at approximately 2.30 p.m., returning to S . Media wishing to take 
the bus hould contact or the F as soon as possible to reserve a eat. Media 
furnishing their own transportation are requested to go to the east end of the main 
terminal to -Shuttle dock number 5. The Dulles "people mover" will depart for the United 
terminal Starting at rl:30 a.~. 

### 
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F In e tigatino Alle0 ed Illegal hipment of Ox gen Generator 

WASHJNGTO -- The Federal AV1ation Administration (FAA) announced today 
that it is conducting a joint investigation with French authorities into the alleged shipment 
of more than 900 undeclared oxygen generators into the United Sta es aboard two Air 
France flights earlier this year. 

Cargo planes may transport oxygen generators that are properly packaged, labeled 
and declared. However, the generators have been banned from passenger planes since May 
1996. France established a similar prohibition shortly after the U.S. ban went into effect. 

"While the alleged shipments appear to have included generators packed in 
protective metal containers, we are very concerned that they may have been on board a 
passenger plane," said Catha! Flynn, associate administrator for Civil Aviation Security. 
"Every shipper and every airline should know by now these shipments are strictly illegal." 

[ is alleged that one flight was all-cargo and the other was a combination 
passenger-and-cargo flight. 

The F is also looking into an allegation hat at !_east one of the undeclared 
oxygen generators sub&equently may have been flown to points with.in the United States. 
The agency's investigation into this incident began June 30 when the F was notified by 
Federal Express 1hat a shipment it had delivered to Ansett Airlines in Sylmar Calif, 
contained an undeclared oxygen generator that ultimately was traced back to an Air 
France shipment. 

Fallowing the ValuJ et accident in 1996, the FAA and Department of 
Transponation took a number of measures to strengthen hazardous materials regulations 
and step up oversight of the shipping indus ry: 

• The Department of Transportation on Jay 24, 1996, banned oxygen genera ors om 
flying as cargo on passenger aircraft. The F immedia ely issued an alert bulletin 
publicizing the ban. 

- more -
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• The United States filed a variation with the International Civil Aviation Organization 
on June 14, 1996, warning countries that oxygen generators were banned from all 
passenger aircraft flying to, from, or over the United States. 

• The FAA published guidance in the June 13, J 996, Federal Register to educate 
shippers and airlines about the current regularions regarding shipment of hazardous 
material. 

• The FAA sent a dangerous goods alert bulletin to U.S. earners warning them against 
inadvertently accepting and transporting oxygen generators on passenger aircraft. This 
alert was also posted on the FAA web site. 

• The FAA helped plan and participated in an Air Transpon Association conference 
focusing on the air transport of hazardous company material, including oxygen 
generators. Over 180 airline representatives attended. 

• The agency sent mass mailings to cenified aircraft repair stations notifying them of 
federal requirements for the transportation of hazardous material and focusing on the 
transportation of oxygen generators. 

• The FAA has been conducting surprise nationwide inspections of aircraft repair 
stations to make sure all dangerous goods, and particularly oxygen generators, are 
handled and transported according to the regulations. 

At the conclusion of its investigation, the.FAA will determine whether violations of 
the regulations were committed and, if the violations occurred, whether civil or criminal 
penalties are warranted. If the agency determines that the violations were willful, criminal 
penalties would be warranted and the case would be referred to the appropriate U.S. 
Attorney's office for criminal prosecution. The ma.xi mum amount for civil penalties was 
recently increased to SV,500 per violation. 

### 
An electronic version of this news release is available via 

the World Wi-de Web 111: wwwJaa..gov 
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Indu try/Government Team De elop 
Turbulence Training id 

WA H GTO - As part of a joint effort to reduce turbulence-related injuries 
and minimize aircraft damage, an aviation industry/government team has developed a 
new training aid to increase awareness and help airline crewmemb rs avoid turbulence. 
Th 'Turbulence Education and Training Aid ' was produced by McDonnell Douglas the 
Federal Aviation dministration (F ) and the Air Transport ssociation (ATA). 

The training aid. which includes an illustrated manual and a 26-minute video, is 
d signed to give pilots and other aviation prof es ional heightened awareness of weather 
conditions that can cause turbulence, pointers on how to avoid it and ways to minimize 
risk in unavoidable encounters. Th intended audi nee includes flight er ws, flight 
attendants dispatchers and aviation meteorologists. 

The n w training aid is a big step toward avoiding turbulenc and improving 
aviation safety" said Barry L. Valentine acting F administrator. 'While not all forms 
of turbulence are avoidable injuries often ar . Pass ngers mu t do their part by keeping 
their seat b Its securely fast ned at all times. ' 

' erious turbulence incidents are rare but they are still the leading cause of injury 
in non-fatal airborne accidents 'said Capt. Dave Williams, chief pilot, Flight Standards 
and afety for the Douglas Aircraft division of McDonnell Douglas. 

The FAA s Turbule11ce Happens safety campaign promotes the use of seat belts 
and child restraints aboard commercial aircraft to prevent turbulence-related injuries. The 
multimedia campaign consists of print t levision and radio public service 
announcements. Turbule11ce Happen is supported by several organizations including 
the T ssociation of Flight ttendants ational SAFE KID Campaign and the 

ational Safety Belt Coalition. 

- more -



·'Over half a billion people fly on U.S. air carriers each year and very few of these 
passengers are affected by severe turbulence," said A TA President Carol Hallett. "But 
one turbulence-related injury is too many. Hopefully this training program will decrease 
the nwnber of injuries and help both airline employees and passengers to have a safe and 
comfortable flight." 

The training video, "A Little Bumpy Air," emphasizes the need for clear 
communication between the dispatcher, the cockpit and the cabin during all phases of 
flight. History has shown that conditions in the cockpit do not always mirror conditions 
in the cabin; cabin attendants may need to request that "fasten seat belt" lights be turned 
on if conditions in the cabin warrant. 

The program also highlights the need for flight attendants to maintain a constant 
state of readiness for unexpected turbulence in aircraft cabins, urging passengers to keep 
their seat belts fastened at all times. 

The FAA plans to distribute the ''Turbulence Education and Training Aid" to all 
U.S. air carriers later this summer. Airline training departments may use the aid as 
delivered, or tailor it to their own programs and training standards. 

The training package may be ordered in late August by calling the National 
Technical Information Service at 703-487-4650. 

### 

An electronic version of this news release is available via 
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