

















A broadband LEO system will support high-speed data, video conferencing, and other
advanced technologies communications. The 1997 forecast includes an increase of one

Big LEO system over the 1996 “high growth” forecast.

This year’s “high growth” forecast marks the first time FAA’s commercial space
office has included broadband LEO communication systems in its Commercial Market
Projections. Last year, several proposals for broadband LEO systems forwarded by
industry made considerable progress in terms of financing, licensing, and systems design.
The inclusion of one LEQ broadband system in the high growth forecast contributes to a
57 percent increase in the total number of payloads projected during the forecast period.

The “high growth” forecast for demand for launch services is projected to have
between 132 and 174 small.launches during the forecast period and between 120 to 156
medium-to-large launchesduring the forecast period.

e
An electronic version of this news release is available via
the World Wide Web at: www.faa.gov






























































































































































