














Let me now share with you a proclamation written
and signed by the President for this 75th anniversary
celebration. It reads:

[READ PROCLAMATION]

Thank you again for the invitation to be here on this
very special day

Good afternoon.

##H#
























. As | mentioned earlier, you are practical people. You know and understand that
not everything we want to do will be done quickly -- it will take time. But I'm sure
you would agree that we are headed in the right direction in getting this country

ready for the challenges of the 21st century.

Thank you again for the opportunity to talk to you -- good afternoon.
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HAITIAN REPATRIATION

Before we go into questions, let me report to you
on my first trip as Secretary to Guantanamo Bay,
and let you know how well the Coast Guard is

performing.












® The Coast Guard has continued to be responsive to
. changing national priorities. And | believe that as a
result of the recent court ruling we turning the corner

on the AMIO situation.

® Finally, let me say again I'm very proud to be a
member of this team. | applaud your humanitarian
efforts.

® Any questions | can answer after being on the job for
a week, | would be happy to do so at this time.
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. a centralized facility, bus service should become more
efficient and accessible.
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