





























The STARS program 1s another element of the restructured Advanced Automation
System (AAS) program [n carly 1993, the program was years behind schedule and
billions of dollars over budget At Secretary of Transportation Fedenco Pena's direction,
FAA Administrator David R Hinson and Deputy Administrator Linda Hall Daschle have
led the successful three-year effort to put the program back on track.

The Display System Replacement and Display Channel Complex Replacement
programs for the FAA's en route centers -- other «l_iments of the modernization program
awarded after the restructunng effort -- are currently on schedule and on budget 3

"STARS is the next big step in the FAA's comprehensive effort to upgrade air
traffic control facilities across the nation,” said FAA Administrator David R. Hinson
"The new system will provide the platform for improvements to handle the ever-growing
volume of air traffic safely and effictently well into the 21st century "

STARS will standardize air traffic control equipment at up to 172 FAA facilities
and 199 DoD facilities. The system will provide maintenance productivity enhancements
by replacing aging hardware and software at a ime when the number of passengers

traveling on U S aurlines is expected to grow from about 580 million in 1995 to nearly
800 million by 2003

The STARS acquisiton included several innovations made possible by the FAA's
new acquisition management system that was effective Apnl 1. For example. an impornant
feature of acquisition reform was delegation of selection authonty to the management
level directly responsible for implementng the STARS program.

[n addition, there was significant communication between the agency and the

bidders throughout the procurement process, which helps companies better understand the
FAA's needs

In a key part of the compeution, each bidder also performed an on-site produc
venfication test of its STARS design The test gave the FAA mvaluable data on the
matunty of each design and was an important aspect of the selection process

"This was an extraordinanly lugh-quality competition and the ultimate winner 1s
the Amencan public,” said Daschle. "We chose Raytheon, but both Lockheed-Marun and

Boeing also submitted excellent concepts for STARS. 1 am very proud of the work of the
dedicated FAA employees involved "

The contract includes pre-production development and three multi-year option
periods  Members of the winning team also include Hughes Information Systems,
Fullerton, Calif , Magnavox Electronic Systems Co | Fort Wayne, Ind | Sun Microsystems
Federal Inc . Mountain View, Calif and UT'A, Inc , Lexington, Mass.
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I'he STARS program is another element of the restructured Advanced Automation
System (AAS) program. In early 1993, the program was years behind schedule and billions of
dollars over budget. At Secretary of Transportation Federico Pena's direction, FAA
Administrator David R. Hinson and Deputy Administrator Linda Hall Daschle have led the
successtul three-year effort to put the program back on track.

The Display System Replacement and Display Channel Complex Replacement programs
for the FAA's en route centers -- other elements of the modernization program awarded after the
restructuring effort -- are currently on schedule and on budget.

"STARS is the next big step in the FAA's comprehensive effort to upgrade air traffic
control facilities across the nation," said FAA Administrator David R. Hinson. "The new system
will provide the platform for improvements to handle the ever-growing volume of air traffic
safely and efficiently well into the 21st century."

STARS will standardize air traffic control equipment at up to 172 FAA facilities and 199
DoD facilities. The system will provide maintenance productivity enhancements by replacing
aging hardware and software at a time when the number of passengers traveling on ULS. airlines
is expected to grow [rom about 580 million in 1995 to nearly 800 million by 2003.

I'he STARS acquisition included several innovations made possible by the FAA's new
acquisition management system that was effective April 1. For example. an important feature ol
acquisition reform was delegation of selection authority to the management level directly
responsible for implementing the STARS program.

In addition. there was significant communication between the agency and the bidders
throughout the procurement process, which helps companies better understand the FAA's needs.

In a key part of the competition, each bidder also performed an on-site product
verification test of its STARS design. The test gave the FAA invaluable data on the maturity of
each design and was an important aspect of the selection process.

"This was an extraordinarily high-quality competition and the ultimate winner is the
American public." said Daschle. "We chose Raytheon. but both Lockheed-Martin and Boeing
also submitted excellent concepts for STARS. Tam very proud of the work of the dedicated
FAA employees involved.”

The contract includes pre-production development and three multi-year option periods.
Members of the winning team also include Hughes Information Systems. Fullerton, Calif..
Magnavox Electronic Systems Co.. Fort Wayne. Ind.. Sun Microsystems Federal Inc.. Mountain
View, Calif. and UFA. Inc., Lexington, Mass.
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When fully operational, both the FAA and air carriers could use APMS to
improve safety and efficiency. For example, APMS could help evaluate operational
procedures in the nation’s airspace. Data also could help check aircraft separation

standards, develop improved measures of practical air traffic capacity and monitor the
results of new traffic control concepts such as “free flight.”

Air carriers can use APMS to evaluate the safety and efficiency of flight
operations and aircraft maintenance. It can help individual carriers identify operational
problems specific to the airports they use and to the aircraft in their fleet. The carriers
also can use the information to shape and evaluate operational procedures and training.

In addition, air crews can use APMS for self-assessment and training. Computer

animation of flight data, depicting both optimal and unacceptable performance, would let
crews review their own operations, as well as those of other crews.

The FAA’s Human Factors Office has fully funded NASA development of the

APMS prototype. After prototype testing, the FAA will support technology transfer for
such systems so they can be produced commercially.
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The operation and maintenance responsibilities of the California Spaceport
belongs to Spaceport Systems International, a limited partnership company formed by
ITT Federal Services Corp. and the California Commercial Spaceport, Inc. The
California Commercial Spaceport, Inc. was responsible for bringing private investment
capital and business to the California Spaceport.

The California Spaceport commercial launch site operator’s license will permit
Spaceport Systems International to provide service to conduct launch site operations for
various vehicles up to the 6,000 pound class Lockheed Martin Launch Vehicle 3.

Some of the services and responsibilities that the California Spaceport will provide are:

Air Force interface

Facility operation and maintenance

Facility prelaunch preparation

Launch support

Post-launch facility refurbishment

Safety coordination

Integration processing facility for the payload and booster

Stacking and checkout facility

Mobile launch platform (used to transport the stacked vehicle to the launch pad)
Establish safety clearance zones

Ensure that all hazardous operations comply with established safety plans
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SSI's proposal underwent an interagency policy review and an FAA safety
review. Should SSI decide to expand the scope or type of its operation, the FAA
stands ready to modify its license. Issuing this license is just one of the several
examples of how the government is working to facilitate launch site operators.

At the same time the FAA was reviewing SSI’s license application, the FAA has
been participating in an interagency working group to refine federal government policy
positions regarding spaceports. That interagency group is reviewing a variety of issues
of interest to launch site operators. Additionally, the FAA is working on rules to

govern the licensing and operation of a launch site. Those rules will apply to all launch
site operators licensed by the FAA.

#H#

An electronic version of this news release is available via the
World Wide Web at: hitp://www.faa.gov
































