


















































The issuance of the FONSI is a significant step in the process by which Alaska is
pursuing development of its space launch site, or spaceport. It clears the way for the AADC

to begin actual construction on the site, and for the eventual issuance of an FAA commercial
space launch site operator’s license.

This comes on the heels of the issuance of the first-ever launch site operator’s license

on September 19 to Spaceport Systems International to run the California Spaceport on land
leased from the Air Force at Vandenberg Air Force Base.

Both facilities hope to participate in what is seen as a growing market in the launching
of small, low-earth-orbit satellites for communications, earth imaging, facilities monitoring,
geographical positioning, and other purposes.
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An electronic version of this news release is available via the
World Wide Web at: http://'www.faa.gov



































































































































