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ntact: Les D rr, Jr. 

Tel ph ne: 202/267-8521 

TWITHH GHE 

he Feder Avi lion Administration ( AA y sterday signed a single- ourc lett r 

contract ith Hugh s Aircraft ompany, Fullerton, alif. to continue pro "dings terns 

d velopment and integration for the Wide-Area Augm ntati n yst m W AA ). 

The not-to-exceed $50 million contract which runs for 180 days, was signed just five 
days aft r the announced termination of its contract ith Wit x Electric Inc. , 

ansas ity Mo., for the con enience fthe g vemment. 

' This was lh first big test of the new FAA acquisition tern that was effecti e April l and 
I think th results speak for themselves," said AA Admini trator David R. Hinson. "We were 
able to award a c ntract in fiv days that might have taken months under th Id s stem. learl , 
thi ne y of doing business at the AA bas both immediate ben fits ~ r the agency and long­
t rm benefits for the American public." 

Under the letter contra t Hughes will c ntinue with work it i already doing insuring 
teady pr gress toward fielding an intitjaJ AA b 1998. The agreement ith Hughes ill 
erve as a bridge to a finalized contra t that is cheduled to b awarded before the end of th t80-

- day period. 

I Iughe has already provided ke expertise during the systems design and oftwar 
requirements phases ofW . The company has de )oped a AA architectur that 
in orp rates safety-critical functions while maximizing use commercial-off-the- helf and non­
developmental ftwar . Hughes alr ady has AA-approved plans, proce s and procedures in 
place that will b essential to succe ul de elopment and implementation f W AA t chnol g . 

### 

An e/ec1romc v rs,on of thi news release i. available via the 
World Wide JY ,b at: http://www.faa. ov 



Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday , May 2, 1996 

APA 72-96 
Contact: Curtis Austin 
Tel.: (202) 267:.8521 

FAA TO REVIEW CERTIFICATIO REQUIREMENTS 
AT INTERNATIO AL CONFERE CEO AIRCRAFf INFLIGHT ICING 

A review of current certification requirements for flying aircraft in icing 

conditions, as well as a tudy of the latest ice protection and ice detection technologies , 

will be explored May 6-8 at the Hilton Hotel , 6550 Loisdale Road, Springfield Va., 

when the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) hosts an international icing 

con Ference . 

"Safety is the Clinton Administration's top transportation priority " ecretary of 
Transportation Federico Pena said. "This conference will give us information we need 
to make a afe aviation system even safer. " 

While the working sessions of the "FAA International Conference on Aircraft 
Infligbt Icing,' will be limited to invited participants, the media may attend the 
Opening Plenary Session from 8:30 a.m. to noon on Monday May 6. There will be a 
media availability that day at 9 a.m. with FAA Administrator David R. Hinson and 
Anthony J. Broderick, associate administrator for Regulation and Certification, who 
will provide an overview of the conference. 

The media is also invited to attend the conference 's closing plenary session, 
from l p.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday , May 8, where the working group 's 
recommendations will be revealed. Immediately following that session, there will be 
media availability with Broderick. 

More than 300 aviation experts throughout the world are expected for the icing 
conference which will include a review of current certification requirements, operating 
regulations, and weather forecasting capabilities for aircraft operating under varying 
environmental conditions. 

-- more --
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"This conference is part of an ongoing effort on the part of the FAA to 
continually seek ways to further enhance safety for aircraft operating in icing 
conditions," Hinson said. "We are convening 300 of the world's best aviation experts 
to take a look with fresh eyes at our current regulations and help us to determine if 
there are changes that can be made to further help us in our quest for zero accidents ," 
Hinson said. 

Participants will include icing experts from the United States, Russia, Canada, 
Europe and senior FAA officials, who will review major aspects of airworthiness when 
operating in icing conditions and determine if changes or modifications should be made 
to further enhance the level of safety. 

The icing conference is part of the FAA 's overall plan to address safety issues 
associated with icing conditions. The FAA began with ground deicing, addressed the 
safety issue associated with the ATR aircraft and with unpowered control systems and 
pneumatic deicing boots, and recently issued a series of new regulations instructing 
pilots how to recognize specific hazardous icing conditions and requiring them to 
quickly and safely exit these conditions when encountered. 

II## 

An electronic version of this news release is available via the World Wide Web at: 
http://www.faa.gov/apa/apahome.htm 



Washington, D.C. 

MEDIA DVI ORY 

F TO DEMO TRA TE FIRE-RE l T T 
T RIAL AT TECHNlCAL E T R 

P 73-96 
Contact: L D rr 
Tel. : 202) 267-852 1 

On nday, May 6, the F deral Aviation dministral1on (F ) will demon trate n w 

fire-resistant in ulation material in th Full- cal Fire Test acility at th FAA T hnical enter 

Atlantic it .J . The material i expected tom r than double th time it typically take fu I-

fed flames t burn through an aircraft aluminum kin and traditional fiberglass batting. The t t 

i part of a ontinuing FAA re earch ffort to valuate new and belt r mat rial to pr tect the 

traveling public from po t-crash aviation fires. 

At 2: 0 p.m. , an AA official will explain the purpose of the test and the te t ondition , 
and show ampl s of previou and current in ulation mat rial in front f th 20-foot-long 
fuse lag test articl . The burnthrough test will begin at approximately 3 :00 p.m. and last about 
fi e minutes. 

elevision reporters are encouraged to tape th pre-test briefing, but for afi ty rea ons, 
Lhe bumthrough test it lf mu t b b er ed on id o monitor in an adjac nt area of the 
building. B ta copi s of th May 6 demonstrati n and pr vious tests, ·11 b a ailable the 
following day. till photo ill be available for print r p rt rs. 

r d ntialed media representati planning t attend ar a ked t all th number shown 
on th.i relea e as oon as possible. On th day of the test, they should come to th ull- cale 
Fire T st Fa ilit , Building 275, prior t th 2:3 bri fing . 

### 



Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, May 2, 1996 

FAA IS UES NEW RULES 
0 AIRCRAFr ICING 

APA 70-96 
Contact: Curti.s Austin 
Tele.: (202) 267-8521 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today issued a series of new 

regulations instructing pilots how to recognize specific hazardous icing conditions and 

requiring them to quickly and safely exit these conditions when encountered. 

"These new Airworthiness Directives (ADs) are part of an ongoing effort to 
further enhance safety for aircraft in icing conditions," FAA Administrator David R. 
Hinson said. "These ADs, containing new detailed procedures to help pilots detect and 
safely exit icing conditions, provide us with another valuable tool in our quest to reach 
zero accidents. " 

The 18 new directives will affect 29 different aircraft models with unpowered 
controls and pneumatic deicing boots. In an aircraft with unpowered controls, the pilot 
manually operates the surface that moves on the trailing edge of the wing, instead 
having the surface moved by hydraulic or electrical power. Pneumatic deicing boots 
are long rubber devices that inflate along the leading edge of the wing to crack the ice. 
In all a total of 4 430 aircraft will be affected by the new regulations. 

Hinson stressed that the aircraft subject to the regulations already are safe . 
'These new regulations are designed to further enhance safety for the flying public as 
we strive for a zero accident rate. Aircraft with unpowered controls often operate in 
lower altitudes where ice forms . 

The Airworthiness Directives are being issued to require aircraft operating 
manuals to provide pilots with instructions for operating in freezing rain and freezing 
drizzle; give them cues to identify such conditions; and offer instructions on bow to 
safely exit when uch conditions are encountered. 

-- more -



After the October 1994 crash of an American Eagle ATR-72 near Roselawu, 
Ind., lests on the ATR-72 and the smaller ATR-42 revealed that a ridge of ice could 
form behind the wing•s anti-ice system. 

Upon learning the results of the ATR tests, the FAA immediately ordered a new 
system installed to protect a greater portion of the ATR's wing and began an aggressive 
comprehensive review of other aircraft with unpowered controls and pneumatic deicing 
boots to determine if I.bey may be susceptible to Joss of control following exposure lO 

supercooled drizzle drops. Supercooled drizzle drops are a kind of fog made up of 
water droplets cooled below freezing, but not yet turned to ice . 

.. Our testing bas shown that these planes do not need design changes, but we 
want to make sure pilots know how to recognize freezing rain and freezing drizzle and 
what procedures they should take to safely exit it," Hinson said. Listed below is an 
overview of the new procedures: 

• Pilots of the 29 models cited in I.be directives are required to look for certain 
"visual cues" when flying in icing conditions, such as icing on the side window. or 
abnormal ice buildup or accumulation on the upper and lower surface of the wing; 
behind the protected areas covered by the deicing boots or ice buildup on the 
propeller spinner, further back than is normally observed. 

• If icing is spotted, the pilot must fly out of I.be area where tile icing conditions are 
occurring by changing altitude or course. The directives provide specific 
procedures for notifying Air Traffic Control when Lhe pilots exit the area where lhe 
icing is occurring. 

• Pilots are required to follow I.be specific exit procedures outlined in the directives 
when they detect ice buildup on their aircraft in the areas mentioned in the 
directive. 

The AD actions are part of the FAA's overall plan to address safety issues 
associated with icing conditions. The FAA began with ground deicing, addressed the 
safety issue associated with I.be A TR aircraft and with unpowered control systems and 
pneumatic deicing boots, and will conduct an international icing certification 
conference in May. 

11#11 

An electronic version of this news release is available via the 
World Wide Web aJ: hup://www.faa.gov 



Washington, D.C. 

P 74 -96 
Monday May 6, 1996 ontact: Les Dorr Jr. 

Tel.: (202) 267- 8521 

F A TE T HOW EW MATERI L DOUBLE 
F ELAGE B R THROUG H TIMES 

The Federal viation Admini tration (FAA is testing n in ulation materials 

that may help a e Ii e by increasing th time it take a fire to burn thr ugh an air raft 

fu lage. 

During at st today at the full- cale fir te t facility at the AA T chnical nt r, 
tlantic it .J. on of the new material , a heat-stabilized, o ·idized pol acr lonitrjJe 

fiber pro es d for higher arbon content prev nted burnthrough for at lea t five minutes. 
hat ism r than double the 1.5 - 2 minut sit t pi ally tak fu I-fed flames top n trat 

an aircraft aluminum skin and traditional fib rglass batting. 

On ay th F is working to increase survi ability rates is thr ugh thi 
r search and d veloprnenl program to ' harden' aircraft fuselage again t burnthrough by a 
p st- rash, e temal fire said Anthony J. Brod rick FAA ssociate dministrator for 
Regulation and ertification. 'rf the burnthr ugh time can b increas d b se era I 
minute , this t chnolog can sa e live ." 

The integrity of an aircraft and it ability to pr id a barri r agrunst fuel-fire 
p netration i an important fa tor for the ur i al of aircraft occupant . In man era h , 
th plane remains intact. Ho qujckly the fire bums through th aircraft fus lage ften 
determines hether people get out safely. 

In the nited tates, most aviation fatalitie attributabl to fire hav occurred in 
post-era h fir s. From 1981 to I 993, fore, ample, 277 accidents involved large 
commercial aircraft . ort -se en of tho e accid nt exp rienced po t-crash fires of 

ruch 4 wer urvivable. Of the 2,895 p rs ns involved in urvi abl po t-cra h fires 
569 re fatally injured. 

-more-
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Continued research in aircraft fire safety also could have other benefits. Some of 
the new insulations being tested weigh less Lhan fiberglass, and reducing an aircraft's 
weight ultimately cuts fuel consumption and costs. Also, certain alternative materials do 
not produce the health and safety handling hazards associated with fiberglass. 

The FAA is working jointly with the Civil Aviation Authority in the United 
Kingdom to improve the resistance of aircraft fuselages to burn through by external fuel 
fires. This and other FAA-sponsored aviation fire research is designed to reduce the risk 
of fire-related injuries and increase the survival rates for occupants during in-flight and 
post-crash fires. 

### 

An electronic version of this news releose is available via rhe 
World Wide Web at: hltp:(/wwwfaa.gov 



Washington, D.C. 

APA 7S-
ntact: e rr, Jr. 

elephon .: 202/ -67-852 1 

MO OR 
B 

h Federal iation drnini trati n' ( } echnical nter in tlantic it , 

.J. of 1cially will b ren m d the William J. Hugh echni al enter in rededication 

rcmon at I p.m. , a 6, in the L ·hnic I buildin atrium. 

n t r Fronk Laulenb r ( - .J.) ill b th eatured peak rat th nt. 
utenb~r, pro d th name change or th aviati n te t fa ility in I gi lati n he 

sp nsor d last fall. th r k y sp ak rs will include ngres man Frank Lo iondo (R-
.J.) and ongr man Jame n D- .J.). an oth r f◄ deraJ and tat 1 ials 

ha b n inviled t the eremony. 

•• he H n rable illiam J. Hughe 
long- time support r of the echnical Center," said uy ardn r, dir tor of the center. 

hile r.:rving in ongr s from 1974 to 1995 he was instrumental in the c nl r s 
gr wth and u ce as th nation ' pr mi r a iation r ear hand d el pment facilit . 
H ha b n our friend and upp rter for years and deserve the hon r we arc be towing 
up n him .' 

A ew Jer cy native, Hughes not nly fought to keep the facility in Atlantic ity 
ut aJs played th key r I in obtaining the upp rt nece toe pand and modernize 

the ent r witJ1 a ne hea quarters uildin , a technicaJ support facility, the ad anced 
automati n ystem laboratory and the aviati n se ·urity re arch and development 
lab rat ry . 

h Technical ent r serves as the national ientili t st b for FAA res r h. 
de elopm nt and acqui iti n pr grams. cnt r acti ities in l e te t and luation in 
air tr ffic control, communication , navi ati n, airp rts air raft safety and urity. 
Res arch \! ork ir eludes long-ran e dev I pment f inn vat i ve sy t ms and nc pt . 
developm nt ol n equipment an fh ar and in- rvi m dili ation f xi tin 

tern · nd pr edur . 
-m re-



Located just outside Atlantic City. the facility covers 5,059 acres. lt consists of 
laboratories, test facilities, support facilities, an airplane hangar and the Atlantic City 
International Airport. Established in 1958 as the National Aviation Faci lities 
Experimental Center. the facil ity was renamed the FAA Technical Center in 1980. 

Also on May 6 and 7, the Technical Center will celebrate Public Service 
Recognition Week with a series of customer focus activities. including tours and fomms. 

### 



··-----------------"-... . v'ashington, O.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday. May 7. 1996 

APA 76-96 
Contact: Marcia Adams 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

FAA TO RELEA EI TERNATIO AL AFETY 
INFORMA Tl ON NETWORK PROPOSAL 

The Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) Office of System Safety will unveil its 

Global Analysis and Infonnation Network (GAIN) concept, at 11 :00 a.m. on Thursday, May 9. 

The event will be held in conference rooms 9ABC, FAA Headquarters, 800 Independence Ave., 

S.W, Washington, D.C. 

GAIN would enhance aviation safety by making safety data available, on-line, to aviation 
professionals worldwide. The new system is designed to collect aviation safety data, analyze 
safety data. and disseminate safety data worldwide. 

lfyou plan to attend the press briefing. please contact Marcia Adams on (202) 267-8521. 

### 



Washington, D.C. 

FAA VElL PRO PO AL TO CREATE 

APA 77-96 
ontact: Marcia Adams 

Tel.; (202) 267- 521 

lNTERNATIO L AFETY I ORMATlO ETWORK 

ln an unpr cedented move to involve the international aviation community in 

ecretary Pena and Administrator Hinson's zero-accident challenge, the Federal Aviation 

Administration s (FAA) Office of y tern afe today unveiled its Global Analysis and 

Information etwork AIN) concept, which would make safety data available instantl , on-

line to aviation pr fessionals orldwide. 

The proposal solicits comment from the aviation community about the development of 
GAIN prototyp s, including the proposal that Al be a privately owned and operated 
international consortium. FAA believes that such a global safety network concept would help 
meet th z ro-accident challenge by: 

• coll cting aviation safi ty data~ 
• analyzing that data for potential safety-related tr ods; and 
• haring that analysis with the aviation community worldwide to improve aviation afety. 

' 'I recently challenged the aviation industry to achieve zero accidents, but stated that 
regulation al ne is insufficient to achieve this goal. The entire aviation community must become 
more proactiv by sharing information about potential safety problems b fore they result in an 
accident said AA Administrator David R. Hin on. '1 applaud the work of the Assistant 

dministrator for y tern afety Christopher Hart and his staff in developing this proposal and 
joining with the aviation community in debating its viability to help reach our goal ' 

Hart met with representatives from industry and lab r to create a network that would best 
serv th needs of the aviation community. 

-more-



Such a system would involve different components of the global aviation 
system--carriers, manufacturers, insurers, pilots. mechanics, flight attendants, air traffic 

controllers and airport operators. By learning more about potential problems in the system, the 
panicipants in GAIN would be in a better position lo take action to address the problems 
proactively. Actions could be in the form of pilot training, procedural changes to manuals, 
modifications to air traffic control procedures, maintt:nance enhancements, or manufacturing 
al tcrations, 

"Crucial infom1ation is already out there, which can be used to further enhance aviation 
safety. lt is our responsibility, as members of the world aviation community, to make sure that 
this resource is not wasted-that this information is turned into life-saving knowledge," said 
1 lart. 

For copies of the proposal contact Chuck Fluet at (202) 267-GAlN (4246). 
lt will be published next week in tl1e Federal Register and the Commerce Business Daily. 
CommcnL'> will be accepted through June 14, and can be submitted via the internet. Interested 
parties must send two copies to the FAA in accordance with the instructions set forth in the 
proposal. 

### 

,In electronic version uf this news rl!lease 1s available via the 
World Wide Web ut hrtp-1/wwwjua gov 



Washington, D.C. 

FAA E PA D 
RE IEW O VAL JET 

PA 78-96 
ontact: Henry J. Price 

Telephone: (202) 267-8521 

T day the D partment of Tran portation announced an e pansion of its ongoing 

review of ValuJet Airlines. he comprehensive evaluation ill consist of an intensified 

look by the Federal viation Administration at whether actions initiat d by Yalu.Jet in 

respon e to the agency' pecial Emphasis Review have increased th carriers margin of 

safety. As well as the in-depth review of the programs and initiatives implemented by 

ValuJet, the ·A will examine overall operation of the carrier. 

In addition to in pecting ValuJ t s aircraft, the FAA will conduct an audit of 
ValuJet s contracted repair faci lities' quality control programs to deterrnin compliance 
with the carriers maintenance program. Every major maintenance inspection conducted 
will be re iew d during the next 30 day to verify application of the company' s new 
quality a surance practices. Furthennore, the FAA will observe the procedures and 
training of per onnel who conduct maintenance on aircraft b tween flights kno n as 
"line 1 maintenance. The agency also will evaluate the effectivene s of the carrier s new 
T chnicaJ upport Center in Atlanta, Ga. and Dulles Int mational Airport to support line 
station management practices. Agency in pector will also c nduct iocr ased cockpit 
obs rvations t observe application of crew resourc management procedures, aircraft 
dispatch planning, as well as in-flight managem nt. 

1n relation to Yalu.Jet's maintenance work, the also intends to examine 
Valujet Analysis and urveillance Program including an audit of all of ValuJet s 
vendors and lin stati ns as well as e aluation of the carrier s Internal Audit Program 
and its program to track repeat d mechanical problems with an aircraft. In addition th 
FAA will examine the carri r's o erall maintenance programs with a particular focus on: 

- more -
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• Manuals and procedures; 
• Training programs (company and contractor); 
• Maintenance referral procedures; and 
• Aircraft ramp inspections -- concentrating on Lhe quality of ValuJet's 

maintenance and inspection programs. 

In relation to ValuJet's operations effectiveness, the FAA will examine: 

• Operations training (airspeed control, Minimum Equipment List, lnitial 
Operating Experience training, and aircraft log book entries); 

• Crew qualifications; 
• Operations manuals and procedures (currentness of manuals on board 

aircraft); 
• Flight control; and 
• Flight operations. 

Acting on ValuJet' s rapid expansion and increased operations, FAA began its 
120-day Special Emphasis Review on Feb. 22. As a result of the agency's review, the 
airline enhanced its training programs to put greater emphasis on crew coordination, 
increased experience level in the cockpit, put in place a new quality assurance program to 
oversee maintenance performed on contract, strengthened training provided to mechanics, 
and established a technical support group to provide guidance to mechanics working on 
the line. 

# 



Atlanta, Georgia 

Monday, May 13, 1996 

UE E RGE 
TO AV ATLANTIC 

FAA News 

IO 

Contact: Kathleen B rgen 
(404) 305-5100 

The AA' assistant chief counsel in Atlanta today i sued an emergency order 

suspending the air carrier certificate ofHCL Aviation, Inc., which doe business as A 

Atlantic. The order is based on discrepancies in the training. te ting and qualification of 

flight attendants. 

Based in Savannah, Georgia, HCL operates s ven Boeing 727 airplanes in 
passenger-carrying charter flights and ob-service to other carriers. The suspension wiU 
continue until HCL satisfactorily demonstrates that all flight attendants used in air carrier 
ervice are appropriately trained, tested and qualified. 

-30-



Washington, D.C. 

FAAEXPA D 
REVIEW OF VAL JET 

AP 78-96 
ontact: Henry J. Price 

Telephone: (202) 267-8521 

oday the Department of Transportation announced an expansion of its ongoing 

review of ValuJet Airlin s. The comprehensive e aluation will consist of an intensified 

look by the Federal A iation Administration at whether actions initiated by VaJuJ tin 

r sp n e to the agency' s pecial rnphasis Revi w have increased the carrier s margin of 

safety. As well as the in-depth review of the program and initiatives imp I mented by 

VaJuJet the F A will examine overall operations of the carrier. 

In additjon to insp cting ValuJet aircraft. the FAA will conduct an audit of 
VaJuJ t' s c ntracted r pair faciliti s ' quality control programs to determin compliance 
with the carrier' maintenance program. Every major maintenanc inspection conducted 
will b reviewed during the next 30 days to verify application of the company's new 
quality as urance practices. Furthermore the AA wiU observ the procedur sand 
training f personnel who conduct maintenance on aircraft between flight known as 
' Lin " maintenance. The agen y also will evaluat the ffectiv ness of the carrier' s new 
Te hnical upport cnl r in Atlanta, Ga. , and Dulles international Airport to supp rt lin 
tati n management practices. gcncy inspect rs will also conduct increas d cockpit 

observations to observe application of er w resource management procedures, aircraft. 
dispatch planning, as well as in-flight management. 

ln relation to ValuJet's maintenance work, th F also intend to examin 
Valujet's Analysis and urveillan e Program, including an audit of all of ValuJct 
vend rs and line station as ell as evaluations of the carrier' s Internal Audit Program 
and its program to track r peated mechanical problems with an aircraft. In addition, th 
F will xamine the carrier' s verall maintenance programs with a particular focus on : 

- more -
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• Manuals and procedures; 
• Training programs (company and contractor); 
• Maintenance referral procedures; and 
• Aircraft ramp inspections -- concentrating on the quality of ValuJet's 

maintenance and inspection programs. 

In relation to ValuJet's operations effectiveness, the FAA will examine: 

• Operations training (airspeed control, Minimum Equipment List, lnitiaJ 
Operating Experience training, and aircraft log book entries); 

• Crew qualifications; 
• Operations manuals and procedures ( currentness of manuals on board 

aircraft); 
• Flight control; and 
• Flight operations. 

Acting on ValuJet' s rapid expansion and increased operations, FAA began its 
120-day Special Emphasis Review on Feb. 22. As a result of the agency's review, the 
airline enhanced its training programs to put greater emphasis on crew coorclination, 
increased experience level in the cockpit, put in place a new quality assurance program to • 
oversee maintenance performed on contract, strengthened training provided to mechanics, 
and established a technical support group to provide guidance to mechanics working on 
the line. 

# 
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,o/ashington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RI:.LEA. E 
Monday, May 13, I 996 

MEOl ADVISORY 

F A DMJNI TRA TOR TO HOLD 
TF:LECONFERE CE ON VALUJET 

APA 79-96 -
Contact: Marcia Adams 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

F /\A Administrator David R. llinson will hold a teleconrcrence today at 2:30 p.m •• to 
respond lo questions regarding ValuJet' s Special Emphasis Rcvie""· Reporters may call 

{202) ➔93-4 1 80 and enter pass code 2222. 

For additional information. please contact Marcia dams on (202) 267-8521. 

### 



Washington, D.C. 

APA-80-96 
Contact: Diane Spitaliere 

Telephone: (202) 267-8521 
Tuesday. May 14, 1996 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR REPORTERS 

AIRWORTHI E DIRECTIVE ON 
MCDONNELLOOUGLAS WIRE YSTEM 

• A Federal Aviation Administration Airworthiness Directive (AD) expanding the 
number of McDonnell Douglas (MD) aircraft for inspection of wiring in an overhead 
cockpit switch panel becomes effective on Wednesday, May 15. 

• The directive, first published on April 15, requires that the aircraft be inspected and, 
where appropriate, apply protective wrapping on the wiring within 90 days. It also 
calls for rerouting of the wiring within six months. 

• The directive expands a previous AD issued in May 1995 that required inspection of 
DC-9-80 and MD-88 airplanes to now include DC-9, MD-90-30 and C-9 (military) 
aircraft. In addition to those aircraft covered in the expanded AD. all switch panels 
containing the wiring now are required to undergo a rerouting of its wiring within six 
months. 

• The initiaJ AD for the DC-9-80 and MD-88 aircraft was prompted by reports of 
chafed and shorted wire bundles that resulted in smoke coming from an overhead 
panel operating a windshield heating system in these airplanes. No safety problems 
were reported related lo the incidents. 

• While there were no reports of damage to the wire bundles on the models covered by 
the expanded AD, similarities in their configuration prompted the expanded directive. 

• The expanded AD appeared in the Federal Register for public comment on ApriJ 15. 
It met the agency' s scheduled date to become effective and will appear in the May 15 
Federal Register. 

II# 
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Washington, D.C. 

Wednesday May 1 S, 1996 
ontact: Diane Spitaliere 

Tel. No.: 202-267-8521 

Background Information on the Transportation of Hazardous Material 

• Hazardous Materials and Air Transportation. Air transportation of hazardous materials i 
trictly r gulated. The proper shipping narn for oxygen generators is oxidizing solid, nos 

(sodium chlorate) UN 1479. Each package must be labeled as an oxidizer and marked with 
its proper shipping name. Authorized containers must consist of inner and outer layers and 
meet strict performance standards to ensure integrity. Each package transported on a 
passenger aircraft is limited to 5kg (1 1 lbs) in weight. Hazardous materials means a 
substance or material which has been determined by the ecretary of Transportation that may 
po e an unreasonable risk to health, safety and property when transported in commerce and 
which has been so designated. 

• Oxygen Generator Characteristics. Oxygen generators -- which are classified as hazardous 
materials -- create oxygen by means of an initiated chemical reaction between oxidizing 
materials. Units are initiated by a spring loaded hammer which when released by a smart tug 
on the oxygen hose trikes a primer and begins the chemical reaction. Installed in later 
model aircraft the units are designed to supply supplemental passenger oxygen for 
approximately 15 minutes. They are designed to be installed in an overhead passenger 
service unit or in aircraft seat backs. They have a thermal barrier to prevent excessive heat 
from escaping and igniting aircraft fabrics and furnishings. Chemical contents-include: 85.0 
percent sodium chlorate; 0.5 percent potassium perchlorate; 4.0 percent barium peroxide; 3.5 
percent iron oxide; 2.0 percent magnesium oxjde· 2.0 percent mica; and 2.0 percent titanium 
diox ide. 

• alujet a11d Hazardous Materials Reg11/atio11s. ValuJet is not authorized to transport 
hazardous mat rials. As the airline elected not to carry hazardous materials, it is neither 
authorized or equipped to do so. Valujet s FAA-approved training manuals require its staff 
to recognize the presence of hazardous materials so they can be refused. If V aluJet had 
elected to transport hazardous materials its staff would be required to undergo more in-depth 
training to ensure that such materials are transported properly. 

=--- .: -



• FAA Oversight of ValuJel The agency continually monitors the carrier' s training 
obligations and conducts comprehensive inspections. However, as a "will not carry" airline, 
typically, recognition training would be the FAA's primary focus. Last June, the FAA 
denied a request to reduce their initial recognition training from two to one hour. 

:,.._ ... 



Washington, D.C. 

OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, May 15, I 996 

ADDITIO AL PECTIO 
MEA URES FOR V ALUJET AIRL s OUNCED 

APA-81-96 
CONTACT: Drucella Andersen 
(202) 267-3883 

Transportation Secretary Federico Pena and Federal Aviation Administration chief David 
Hinson today announced additional steps the FAA will take as part of its ongoing, intensive 
special emphasis review to continue to ensure that ValuJet Airlines is meeting every applicable 
FAA safety standard. 

"Beginning immediately the maintenance history of every ValuJet plane will be reexamined 
to ensure that the airline is meeting all of the special FAA requirements for older aircraft," 
Pena said. "This will include special examinations for aircraft corrosion and the required 
increased replacement of parts. Any ValuJet plane which fails to meet every regulatory 
requirement will be taken out of service." 

"In February, in light of our concerns about ValuJet's rapid expansion and a number of 
operational incidents involving the airline, the FAA launched a comprehensive 120-day review 
of the airline," said Hinson. "In the wake of any accident, it is critical that we take all steps 
possible to continue to maintain the unmatched safety record of the American aviation system. 

The FAA announced that during the continuing 30-day intensified review announced 
Sunday of all ValuJet operations, it will : 

• Review all reports of mechanicaJ problems filed in the past 12 months to ensure that 
corrective action has been taken, including all reports for problems which have caused 
planes to return to the gate after push-back. 

• Conduct morning inspections of all aircraft after they have undergone overnight 
maintenance to ensure that any repairs have been properly made. 

more 



• Assign FAA inspectors to be on board each ValuJet plane weekly to conduct in-flight 
inspections, including checks for compliance with cargo and security requirements. 

• Conduct comprehensive re-inspections covering all ValueJet airport maintenance facilities. 

• Perform top-to-bottom inspections of all ValuJet aircraft during any heavy maintenance 
checks. 

In addition, as a result of direct communications between Secretary Pena, 
Administrator Hinson, and ValuJet President Lewis Jordan, ValuJet has decided to take 
additional voluntary safety measures. These include the hiring of a new airline "safety czar" 
reporting directly to Jordan and a comprehensive review of all mechanical irregularities, air 
returns, pilot reports, and numerous other factors to establish, by Friday, a schedule under 
which the airline will inspect every-aircraft in the fleet. 

"We are absolutely determined to ensure that these aircraft meet the most rigorous aviation 
standards of the FAA," said Secretary Pena. "These additional measures will constitute the 
highest level of scrutiny which can be applied to a commercial airline in our country." 

### 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday. May 16. 1996 

APA 82-96 
Contact: Diane Spitaliere 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 -

MEDIA ADVISORY 

FAA TO RELEASE 
CHALLENGE 2000 FINDINGS 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will unveil the findings of the 
Challenge 2000 project. an exhaustive review of tl1e agency's regulation and 
certification capabilities, at 2 p.m., Thursday, May 16. The media briefing will be 
held in conference rooms 9ABC, FAA Headquarters, 800 Independence Ave., S.W •• 

Washington, O.C. 

Participants in the media briefing will include FAA Administrator David R. 
Hin on; Anthony J . Broderick, associate administrator for Regulation and Certification. 
Barry Valentine, assistant administrator for Policy. Planning and International 
Aviation; Marlin Bollinger from Booz Allen & Hamilton, lnc., the McLean-Va.-based 
consulting firm that conducted the review; and General James Abrahamson (USAF 
Ret.) , chairman of the Challenge 2000 Research, Engineering and Development 

Advisory Committee. 

A phone bridge wil l be available for those who cannot physically attend. 
Interested parties should caJI in on t-800-226-6588 about t 0-15 minutes prior to the 

evem. 
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FAA News 
Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Thursday, May 16, 1996 

APA 96-83 
Contact: Anthony Willett 
(202) 267-8521 

FAA REVOKES BASULTO PILOT CERTIFICATE 

The Federal Aviation Administration today issued an emergency order revoking 

Jose Basulto's pilot certificate. The emergency order prohibits Basulto from operating an 

aircraft as a pilot in command or as a required crew member. 

The order is based upon evidence of unauthorized operation into Cuban airspace 
by Basulto on July 13, 1995, and February 24. The order also indicates that Basulto 
ignored numerous warnings concerning his actions from the FAA and the State 
Department. 

The order is effective immediately. Basulto has the right to appeal the revocation 
to the National Transportation Safety Board. A pilot whose certificate is revoked 
ordinarily must wait one year before applying for reinstatement, unless the FAA authorizes 
earlier reinstatement. 

An FAA official will be available to address further inquiriers regarding this matter 
in a background briefing at 3 p.m. Reporters should call (202) 493-4180, pass code 6666, 
no later than 2:55 p.m. (EDT). 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 16, 1996 

APA-84-96 
Contact: Drucella Andersen 
Tele: (202)267-3883 

FAA REPORT CONCLUDES LITTLE DIFFERENCE 
EXISTS B TWEEN SAFETY 
RECORDS OF LOW-CO T AND MAJOR AIRLINES 

A report examining the safety records of commerciaJ airlines issued today by the FederaJ 
Aviation Administration (FAA) concludes that since 1990, there bas been little difference between 
low-cost and major airlines in the rates for accidents, runway incursions, and pilot deviations. 

The survey was completed at the direction of Transportation Secretary Federico Pena, who 
ordered the report last month. 

The report measured safety-related rates of 14 low-cost and nine major airlines on a per 
100,000 departure basis in four categories: pilot deviations, runway incursions, accidents, and 
serious accidents. The report states that: 

• The serious accident rate for low-cost carriers was .12; for majors, it was .08 . 
• The accident rate for low-cost carriers was .42; for majors, it was .30. 
• The runway incursion rate for low-cost carriers was . 16; for majors, it was .14 . 
• Tbe pilot deviation rate for low-cost carriers was 1.86; for majors, it was 2.66. 

"The report demonstrates that as a class of airlines, low-cost caniers and major airlines have 
had substantially the same rates in these categories since 1990," said FAA Administrator David 
Hinson. ccAirline travel is by far the safest mode of transportation there is today and the FAA's 
commitment to safety is unsurpassed in the world. For example, last year alone, the FAA's 
2,500 inspectors conducted more than 350,000 inspections throughout the country." 

Because of the significantly smaller number of departures by low-cost carriers, a single 
accident could lower an airline from the best record in the survey to the worst. In a recent 
example of an accident where no injuries occurred, the towbar between an aircraft and a tug 
disconnected while being pushed back from a gate, resulting in damage to the aircraft when it 
collided with tbe tug. The accident raised the airline's accident rate from zero to .79 . 

Until Saturday's ValuJet Airlines crash in Florida, no low-cost carrier had experienced a fatal 
accident since airline deregulation in 1979. AdditiooaJly, nine of the 14 low-cost carriers had no 
accidents of any kind since 1990. 

-more-



According to the National Transportation afety Board, an aircraft accident is defined as "an 
occurrence associated with the operation of an aircraft which takes place between the time any 
person boards the aircraft with the intention of flight until all such persons have disembarked, and 
in which any person suffers death or serious injury as a result of being in or upon the aircraft or by 
direct contact with the aircraft: or anything attached thereto, or in which the aircraft receives 
substantial damage." A erious accident for purposes of this report excludes "turbulence, other 
minor accidents in flight, and gate or ramp accidents. ' 

The low-cost arri rs surveyed in the report include Air outh, American Trans Air Amerijet, 
Carnival, Frontier Kiwi, Morris Air (since merged wjth Southwest), Reno Ai , outhwest, pirit, 
T wer, ValuJet, Vanguard, and Western Pacific. 

The major carriers studied were Alaska, America West, American, Continental, Delta, 
Northwest, TWA, Uruted, and USAir 



Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDI TE RELE 
hur day, May 16, 1996 
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P 5-96 
Contact : Curti Au tin 

I . : 202) 267-8521 

The Federal viati n Admini tration (FAA) will treamJine it rulemaking 

pr ce . revamp it R gulation and ertifi ation organization, and build work! c nt r 

of xcellenc in aviati n afery, as part of a plan to k ep th agen y apace with ch 

rapidly evolving aviation indu try a America enter the 1 t century . 

A mu t prepare n w t m et th mbined hallenge f rapidly 
changing t chnologie . and unprec dent d growth in air travel in the future ... FAA 

dmini trator David R. Hin n aid t day while unveiling the finding of the 
hall nge 2 0 project. an e hau tive revi w of b w F re ponds to changin ne d 

in th avi tion industry . "Thal' why la l year I a ked cw independent ource to tak 
a l p-t -b ttom I ok at ur af ty regulati n and certificari n operation." 

·'In th spirit of common ense governement the President' reinv ntin 
government ff rt , we ar taking a hard I ok at how we can work better for our 
cu comers into the next century . The recommendati n of Challenge 2000 will help us 
chart a c ur e from here we are now. co wher wen ed t b in the futur .• , Hin on 
aid . "I have e tablished a I ader hip team fr m within the R gulati n and 
ertificati n rganizati n that will p nd 120 day reviewing the r commendatio an 

irnplem nting th ewe de id to ace pt." 

Praising the impre ive U .. aviation afety rec rd , the hallenge 2000 r port 
noce that if the pre ent a ident rate remain constant while demand for air travel 
grow at a rate of approximately five percent annually over the n xt decade, there will 
be an increa e in the number of aviati n a cident in the n xt 10 to 15 year '. 
A hieving the ' ··z ro accident rat " will r quir a new en e f purpose on the 
part f the FAA and the indu try it regulate , the rep rt care . 
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Hinson emphasized that any changes in the Regulation and Certification 
organization will be done methodically. over a period of three to six years. ..The 
Regulation and Certification organization has done a tremendous job in ensuring the 
safety of skies for the traveling public,., Hinson said. ''But we must always strive to be 
better." 

•• Although the changes, in the long run, will be dramatic, we are raking a 
measured approach that will ensure our actions enhance aviation safety. This is the 
next phase in our approach to aviation safety -- working hand-in-hand with the aviation 
community to reach the goaJ of zero accidents. '' 

Hinson said he was gratified to learn that some of the key recommendations in 
Challenge 2000 are efforts that the FAA already has begun. He noted that the 
recommendation to create teams comprised of experts in a special area to expedite rule 
making echoes the approach that was taken in publishfog the '"one level of safety" 
Commuter Rule Safety Initiative in a record 11 months. He noted that the task force 
recommendations also call for sLrengthening the partnerships between FAA and air 
carriers and manufacturers , which compliments the FAA's philosophy that zero 
accidents can only be achieved through a shared responsibility with all segments of the 
aviation community. Listed below are bighlights of the task force·s recommendations. 

• Best Practices: The Regulation and Certification organization (A VR), working with 
industry, would identify industry practices that promote a safe operating 
environment. AVR would encourage adoption of such ''best practices" by industry 
and assist with their implementation. 

• Centers of Excellence: A YR would create centers of excellence (COE), which 
would serve as repositories of expertise and become the recognized authorities on 
specific subject areas, thus increasing the efficiency and consistency of information 
provided to other FAA offices and to industry. 

• Expedite Rulemaking: The FAA would improve the rulemaking function by 
providing additional high-level attention, moving from the present step-by-seep 
sequential process to creating integrated rulemaking teams. Such an approach was 
used in creating the "one-level of safety·• Commuter Safety Rule in record time -­
approximately one year . The integrated teams would include all necessary FAA 
resources and would coordinate closely with the Aviation Rulemaking Advisory 
Committee (ARAC). ARAC is comprised of 64 organizations representing all 
facets of the aviation community. The new approach to rulemaking would focus 
attention on t11e outcome rather than the bureaucratic process of developing a rule. 

- more -



• Restructure A VR: A VR would be restructured lo accommodate the new model -
the centers of excellence. To accommodate these centers. A YR will review its 
present organizational structure with an eye toward streamlining whenever possible. 

• Upgrade information management capabilities: Tbe FAA should continue to 
improve and upgrade information management capabilities . 

In July, 1995. Hinson announced the Challenge 2000 Project and chose the 
McLean, Va. -based firm of Boaz Allen & Hamilton to conduct the review and provide 
recommendations for positioning the agency's RegulaLion and Certification organization 
to continue providing effective oversight in the future. 

Two additional special teams were organized to meet the goals of Challenge 
2000: a Research, Engineering and Development Advisory Committee, chaired by 
General James Abrahamson (USAF Ret.) , the committee was tasked with providing 
information on the impact of technology on future regulatory and certification efforts; 
and an FAA Senior Executive Panel, chaired by Barry Valentine. assistant 
administrator for Pol icy, Planning and International Aviation (APl), was tasked with 
providing expertise and perspective on current FAA practices. 

An electronic ver sion of this release can be obtained via the World Wide Web at: 
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/index. bun 



FAA News 
gton>-D.C. 

FuRIMM APA 86-96 
Thursday. May 16, 1996 Contact: Henry J. Price 

Telephone (202) 267~8521 

F • D 1 RAL AVIATIO 
TATEM ◄ T 

M R YVl I HANCEMENT YT M 

The tragedy surrounding the ValuJet accident in Florida has placed some public 
and media attention on a device known as the mergency Vision Enhancement System, 
or EVAS. According to the manufacturer, the equipment is designed to provide pilots 
witl1 a smoke-clear path to gain minimum vision necessary to land an airplane in the 
event of smoke in the cockpit 

The manufacturer of the quiprnent, Vision Safe, bas claimed that 12 accidents 
and incidents were caused by the presence of smoke in the cockpit. Citing the need for 
the devices, the company has called on the Federal Aviation Administration to require use 
of EV AS in every transport category airplane by airworthiness directives. 

The agency disagrees with the manufacturer's claims. The FAA has determined 
that existing regulations and procedures are the most effective means of maintaining 
safety during when smoke enters the cockpit. 

Current regulations require that a cockpit can be cleared of smoke in less than 
three minutes. Furtherm re. there i already mandatory equipment.., such as smoke 
goggles and oxygen as well as proven procedures to clear and identify the source of 
smoke. FAA has found these reql)irements to be the safest means of addressing vision 
problems for pilots in emergencies. 

Ho ever, the FAA has approved limited installation of EVAS in the McDonnell 
Douglas DC-9 and MD-80 to be used in a ~•non interference" basis. This means that 
pilots can use the equipment only after they have utilized existing equipment and 
procedures. 

allowing thorough analysis f the devices, the FAA has fonnd that changing 
regulations in smoke emergencies to r quire use of EV A may actually reduce safety in 
the cockpiL Through studies of e uipment in 1992 and 1993, it was found that flight 
crew members may attempt to locate and activate the devices instead of concentrating on 
controlling smoke at its source and flying the airplane. In fact, in a 1993 response to the 
president of Vision Safe the ational Transportation afety Board (NTSB) wrote that 
requiring use of the devic s c uld intr duce n w hazards. 

he AA, disagree with the manufacturer s claim and call fi r re uir ment of 
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,ashington, O.C. 

REGULATION AND CERTIFICATION ORGANIZATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATIO 

FACT SHEET 

The Regulation and Certification Organization plays a major and vital role in the 
FAA's mission to ensure the safety and efficiency of U.S . aviation. 

The organization has regulatory, certification and oversight responsibility for: 

• L20 major air carriers 
• 500 foreign carriers that fly to U.S. sites; 
• more than 3,100 commuter airlines and on-demand operators 
• approximately 680,000 active pilots 
• 202,000 aircraft of all types; 
• more than 2,800 manufacturers, and 
• 4,800 repair stations - both foreign and domestic - around the world 

Regulation and Certification employees perform more than 400,000 safety inspections 
annually , and the organization is responsible for several major FAA programs and 
initiatives, including: 

• the aviation safety rulemaking program; 
• the international aviation safety assessment program; 
• international harmonization of safety rules; 
• approval and oversight of industry drug and alcohol testing programs; 
• accident investigation and the FAA response to recommendations from the 

ational Transportation Safety Board 

Regulation and Certification is organized into the following five services: 

• Flight Standards Service: Certifies operators, air agencies, monitors compliance of 
operators and agencies and maintains operations policy and regulation. 

• Aircraft Certification Service: Certifies manufacturers, aircraft, and aircraft 
design, supports continued operational safety of aircraft in service and maintains 
production and airworthiness policy and regulation. 
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• Office of Aviation Medicine: Medical certification of ainnen, oversight of industry 
drug and alcohol abatement programs, conducts aviation safety and medical 
research. 

• Office of Rulemaking: Manages the FAA's rulemaking process. 

• Office of Accident investigation: Manages investigation of aviation accidentS. 

• In addition, the Office of Executive Direction provides support to the Associate 
Administrator for Regulation and Certification. 

Regulation and Certification is unique in the world in its "designee" program, 
extending its oversight authority through approximately 12,600 persons or groups of 
individuals who are employed by industry but legally authorized to carry ou~ 
Regulation and Certification's services, such as certification activities and medical 
examinations of flight crews. Engineering Representatives, Manufacturing Inspection 
Representatives, Mechanic Examiners, Designated Airworthiness Representatives. 
Aviation Medical Examiners and Designated Pilot Examiners make up this WOJk force. 

### 



REGULATION ANO CERTIFICATION STAFFING 

Fh ht Standards 
Inspectors 
Other 
Total 

Aircraft Certification 
Inspectors/Pilots/Engineers 
Other 
Total 

Medical 

Rulemaking 

Accident Investigation 

Suspected Unapproved Parts 

Executive Direction 

Total, AVR Employment 

Estimated 
FY 1996 

2,762 
1.015 
3,777 

575 
329 
904 

282 

26 

28 

12 

20 

5.049 

Estimated 
FY 1997 

2,916 
1,159 
4,075 

679 
323 

1,002 

276 

25 

27 

12 

19 

5,436 

Regulation and Certification has a total of 167 field facilities nationwide and 
4 international locations. In addition there are over 12,000 individuals and 
and organizations who have been designated to serve as representatives of 
the Administrator: 

Flight Standards 
Aircraft Certification 
Medical 

Total 

DESIGNEES 
Estimated 
FY 1996 

2,400 
4,226 
6,000 

12,626 

Estimated 
FY 1997 

2,400 
4,383 
6,000 

12,783 
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Nashlngton, D.C. 

·OR lMME IA E RELEA 
Friday May 17, 1996 

AP 87-96 
Contact: Henry ·J. • Price 
Telephone: (202) 267-8521 

DIAADVA E 

F AL JET MEDIA BRIEFI 
TODAY AT 4 P.M. 

AT 
FED RAL TIO ADMINISTRATIO HEADQUART RS 

0 F RE E ROOM 9 A-B- --:. • 
8 0 l ENCE A VE., S.W. 

W GTO ,D.C. 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Associate Administrator for Regulation 

and Certification Anthony Broderick will hold a media briefing today at 4 p.m. on 

ValuJet Airlines. The briefing will be held at FAA Headquarters in Conference Room 9 

A-B-

Documents will be released. or those unable to attend the briefing a phone 
bridge has been e tablished for reporters to listen to the briefing. Reporters can enter the 
phone bridge 10 to 15 minutes prior to the event by calling l-800-226-6588. 
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Washington, D.C. 

APA 87-96 
Monday, May 20, 1996 Contact: Les Dorr, Jr. 

Tele.: (202) 267-8521 

FAA, BOEI G TO BUILD FIRST FULL- ALE 
AIRPORT PAVEMENT TE T FACILITY 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has formed a partnership with the 

Boeing Co. of Seattle to build the world's first full-scale airport pavement test facility at 

the FAA Technical Center in Atlantic City, N.J. 

The National Airport Pavement Test Facility will research pavement technologies 
that will accommodate the dramatic changes associated with the next generation of large 
aircraft. Current pavement standards work well for today's jumbo jets, but new standards 
will be needed to handle new designs that could weigh more than l million pounds. 

"This cost-sharing partnership between Boeing and the FAA will let us do much­
needed research at a time when resources are limited," said FAA Administrator David R. 
Hinson. "The facility will support the introduction of new aircraft and assure continued 
U.S. leadership in aviation technologies. It also assures that federal funds are judiciously 
spent to protect billions of dollars publicly invested in U.S. airport pavements." 

The new test facility, expected to be operational in 1998, will provide full-scale 
testing information urgently needed to investigate the performance of airport pavement 
under the complex gear loads of future aircraft. The data will help validate new design 
standards, assure compatibility between aircraft and airports throughout the world and 
help refine International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) pavement loading 
standards. 
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Chicago, Ill inois 

FOR IJvUvffiDIA TE RELEASE 
Friday, May 24, 1996 

::::: tt :: 

FAA News 
Contact: Don Zochert 
(847) 294-7427 

FAA TATEMENT ON TAPE RELEASE 

The release of this recording is being made under the requirements of the Freedom of 

Information Act in response to media requests. It includes radio transmissions recorded on 

October 20, 1995, concerning an incident at Ohio State University Airport, Columbus Ohio. 

The Federal Aviation Administration is taking enforcement action regarding the incident. 

The penalty in FAA enforcement actions may include suspension of a pilot certificate and/or civil 

penalties ofup to $1,000 per violation. 

Because this enforcement action is currently under way, it is inappropriate to comment 

further on a matter that is subject to litigation. 
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1ashington, D.C. 

FOR lMMEDIA T E 
Friday, May 31 , 1996 

FACT HEET 

PA91-96 
on tact: Henry J. Price 

Telephone: 202) 267-8521 

BUSI ES WEEK, ARTICL 
"W ARNI G: BOGU AIR RAFT PARTS' 

Busine s Week - ' ... growing stream of ub tandard or bogus parts ... . " 

Fact: The deral Aviation Administration (FAA) has found that the number of counterfeit parts 
in the aviation system is actually quite low and the law enforcement community has 
aggressively pursued criminal sanctions when counterfeit parts have been found. There is no 
evidence to support Business Week that the unapproved parts problem is increasing· nevertheless 
the agency has acted aggres iv ly to address the potential sati ty issue. 

According to the National Transportation afety Board T B), over the last decade about one 
private aviation accident a year as been attributed to usp cted Unapproved Parts ( UPs) in the 
United State and ther has never been a U. . commercial aviation accident related to UPs. 

Busines Week - ' Bogus parts... killing dozen of people ... . " 

Fact: Given the independent NT B has an out landing record of determining the cause of air­
carrier accident . ln congressional testimony, th board ha testified," he T B has not 
identified the use of a unapproved part or counterfeit (bogus part as a cause in any major air 
carrier accident." Therefor , no commercial fatalities can be attributed to unapproved parts. 
There is no data to support these allegations. 

urrentJy there are nearly 200 000 active private aircraft in the United tates. The safety board 
has cited unapproved parts as the caus of 10 fatal general aviation accidents over the last 11 
years. 

Busine s Week -- " ... 1973 t.o 1993 ... at lea t 166 U.S.-based aircraft accidents.,, 

Fact: Business Week' s data is flawed. In 1994 the FAA converted SUPs data from a main 
frame computer to a local area network and there was unfortunately a flaw in the conversion 
program. As a result some entries were read as unapproved parts when that was not the case. 
Bu iness Week was informed prior to publication of the likelihood of the false data. Once again, 
the NTSB has determined there has never b en a U .. commercial aviation accident associated 
with unapproved parts and over the last decade about one private aviation accident a year has 
be n attributed to unappr ved parts. 

- more -
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Business Week - "Why is11 1t FAA doi11g more about boglls aircraft part ?" 

Fact: rt is the policy of the FAA to eliminate the potential safety risk posed by unapproved parts 
in the U.S. aviation system by: 

• Conductmg aggressive and consistent surveillance for SUPs; 
• Investigating thoroughly and expeditiously when SUPs are detected or reported; 
• Responding with rapid and uniform enforcement when unapproved parts are found: 
• Providing a sound regulatory basis and associated guidance for FAA personnel and 

the public; and 
• Coordinating FAA efforts with law enforcement agencies engaged in the prosecution 

of criminal activities. 

FAA• s policy statement, adopted in 1995, and the agency's National SUPs Program Office is 
cb.arged with ensuring that agency unapproved parts policies are vigorously carried out. A 
significant number of activities are currently underway. 

Extensive discussions have been held with law enforcement organizations and the Department of 
Transportation (DOT) Office of the Inspector General (OIG) to establish standard operating 
procedures. which are expected to be issued shortly. With the assistance of law enforcement 
agencies, inspectors are being trained to identify the indicators of criminal fraud. This training 
was provided by the OIG to the SUPs program office and FAA regional coordinators in March 
1996. 

Moreover, the FAA routinely takes many safety actions, such as the issuance of airworthiness 
directives, to prevent accidents rather than to respond to accidents that have already occurred. All 
U.S. certificated airlines are required to have FAA-approved procedures and systems in place to 
ensure that all parts being installed on their airplanes meet the serviceability requirements of the 
regulations. The agency routinely perfonns surveillance on carriers to ensure that these efforts 
are perfonning as intended. When fraudulent activity is identified, FAA works with appropriate 
law enforcement personnel to establish whether or not a criminal activity has taken place. 

Advisory Circulars are also being issued by the FAA that detail the process and procedures to be 
used by the aviation community to bener ascertain the acceptability of parts of instal lation on 
aircraft. 

Recognizing the role that distributors and brokers play in providing parts, the FAA has worked 
with the aviation industry to develop an accreditation program for dealers. The program 
establishes quality assurance and other criteria that are needed for accreditation. The agency is 
also reviewing a new regulation that would prohibit any person from falsely representing the 
status of an aviation part. 

- more -
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All of the actions taken by FAA to address the potential risk posed by unapproved parts have 
been determined by the OIG to be responsive to its recommendations. 

The FAA's actions to establish the SUPs program office, dedicate inspector and training 
resources, implement its task force recommendations, and a host of other efforts, demonstrate the 
agency's commitment to eliminate the potential risk posed by unapproved parts in civil aviation. 

Business Week - "o cover-up designed to hide the perils of bogus ports ... . ,, 

Fact: In October 1995 FAA Administrator David R. Hinson said, "The FAA is determined to 
eliminate the potential risk posed by ·unapproved parts' in civil aviation." That is why F AA's 
intensive SUPs program was established - to properly address the issue. 

Unless a specific matter is under active investigation, the FAA has made available to the public 
all its data related to SUPs. In addition, FAA 's task force report issued last year was widely 
released to the media and reported to the public. The issue of suspected unapproved parts has 
also been the intense focus of congressional bearings and OlG investigations for several years. 

Business Week - "FAA edited its internal data-base, reclassifying accidents ... . " 

Fact: FAA never edited its " internal data base" in an attempt to lessen the potential seriousness 
of .. bogus parts." Unfortunately, erroneous data was disseminated in 1994 due to a computer 
problem that falsely anributed certain entries as unapproved parts. The flaw was detected and 
corrected. We informed Business Week of the problem prior to the article's publication. Yet, the 
magazine decided to base their reporting on the flawed data. 

The agency often reexamines its data for accuracy. As Business Week pointed out, one case was 
initially falsely identified as a unapproved part, when in fact it was an approved item used 
incorrectly. 

Busilless Week - "FAA allegedly pressured the NTSB to stop listing bogus parts ... . " 

Fact: Only after the NTSB had begun its review of the tem1inology did FAA and the board 
discuss the process and tem\inology. The agency agreed with NTSB staff that the tenn 
"unapproved" was more appropriate and accurate for use in the board's database. The Board told 
Business Week that the FAA did not apply any pressure. 

Busi11ess Week - " ... fire or demote staffers wl,o publicly state ... a saf ety threat ... . " 

Fact: The FAA and nwnerous independent legal and 010 investigations have never 
substantiated allegations that inspectors have received such threats. nor has the agency 
established that inspectors have made such threats against anyone in the aviation industry. 
Neither actions would be acceptable to FAA senior management. The 2,500 aviation safety 
inspectors who perform over 365,000 inspections every year have aviation safety as their 
number-one mission. This dedicated and professionaJ work force receives complete support 
from agency management as well as employees at all levels throughout the agency. 

- more -
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Business Week - "Nevertheless, last fall, the agency ... 0111/iuetl a pla11 .... " 

Fact~ Even one counterfeit part is a source of concern to the FAA. By their very nature. 
counterfeit parts are designed lo be perceived by a mechanic or installer as approved parts, and 
strong law enforcement action is warranted when they are discovered. While those who choose 
to break the law and knowingly use or dis1ribute unapproved parts are few, driving the agency's 
SUPs plan is its overridjng goal to protect travelers and manufacturers, distributors and 
mechanics who operate legally and follow FAA rules. 

Business Week - " ... a largely unregulated 11etwork of more flta11 5,000 dealers ... . " 

Fact: The FAA ' s SUPs task force investjgated this issue and concluded that regulating and 
licensing dislributors and brokers would not enhance safety because those few entities willing to 
risk penalties to sell counterfeit or fraudulently documented parts knowingly, in violation of 
criminal statutes, would unlikely be deterred by administrative FAA licensing requirements. In 
addition, devoting significant inspector resources to licensing a large. new industry without a 
clear safely benefit might detract from other priority safety programs. 

However, the FAA is working with the aviation industry to develop an accreditation program for 
dealers or distributors. The program establishes quality assurance and other criteria these 
companies would need to meet for accreditation. The agency also is reviewing a new regulation 
that would prohibit any person from falsely representing the status of an aviation part. 

As of April 30, J 996, there were 2,559 inspectors on board conducting over 3651000 safety 
surveillance activities annually. By July 31, 1996, the FAA plans to have 2.762 inspectors on 
board, representing a near doubling of safety inspectors since the early I 980s. Furthermore, the 
agency has requested to Congress an increase of 154 aviation safety inspectors in the fiscal year 
1997 budget, for a total inspector work force of 2,916. 

Busi11ess Week - " ... cash strapped startups ... . " 

Fact: The FAA has no data to support tJ1e claim that start-up airlines have a higher tendency to 
use unapproved parts. Whenever suspected unapproved parts are reported to the agency from 
either start-up or established airlines, each report is investigated and appropriate action is taken 
to address the potential safety risk posed by any unapproved part. Unscrupulous manufacturers 
of unapproved parts may make money from selling unapproved parts to airlines as approved 
parts. But, it does not logically follow that airlines which believe the parts to be genuine would 
more likely use unapproved parts. 



2 

Secretary Pena sai<l that at an April 10-12 meeting in antiago. Chile. Western 
1 lemisphere transportation ministers agreed to strive co achieve the goal of the Internacional 
Civil Aviation Organization (lCAO) to ban smoking on all international llighrs by July I. 
1996. He also noted Lhat Continental Airlines recently banned smoking on all of its flights 
within the We tern Hemisphere. 

In twember 1994. the United States. Canada and Australia agreed to ban smoking 
on flights operated by their airlines among che three countries. In January 1995, the 
department granted antitrust immuniry to eight U.S. and foreign airlines to Jiscuss a mutual 
smoking ban on transatlantic flights. 

Delta Air Lines has adopted a worldwide smoke-free policy. and Trans World 
Airlines recemly decided lO ban smoking on flights lO France. Germany and the United 
Kingdom. As of June I. the following carriers will introduce no-smoking flights as follow'i: 

• USAir will prohibit smoking on all flights. 

• American Airlines will ban smoking on all of its flighls to and from Europe, 
the Caribbean and a number of destination in Mexico. 

• United Airlines will probibit smoking on all of its flights across the Atlantic 
and within Europe except for those belween Washington's Dulles Atrpon and 
Milan. llaly . United also will provide smoke-free services to all of its 
destinations across the Pacific and within Asia. except for selected flights 
rhrough Tokyo. 

ln addition, Lufthansa German Airlines recently prohibited smoking on flights 
between Germany and the United States and Finnair on all U.S.-FinJand services. 

###II 
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RE OMME DATIO 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in conjunction with the Research 

and Special Programs Administration (RSPA), will begin an immediate review of the 

urgent recommendations issued today by the ational Transportation Safety Board 

SB) affecting the air transportation of hazardous materials. The recommendations 

were made in connection with the Boards ongoing investigation into the recent ValuJet 

accident 

"The FAA will thoroughly review the Board•s recommendations as quickly as 
possible," said Administrato.r David R. Hinson. • We agree with the thrust of the 
recommendations and we will now assess them in the context of the various actions the 
FAA instituted both before the accident and in the days immediately fol\owing it. Safety 
is the FAA' s highest priority and we are committed to continue to take steps to ensure 
that U .. skies remain the safest in the world." 

The afety oard's recommenda ions arc: 

• Permanently prohibit the transport of oxygen generators on any passenger or cargo 
aircraft when the oxygen generators ·have passed their expiration dates and the 
chemical core has not been depleted .. 

The AA od RSP concur with the intent of the recommendation. 

Effective May 24, the Department of Transportation banned th transportation of 
all oxygen generators as cargo on passenger carrying aircraft. This ban is irrespective of 
the generators' expiration dates or the state o'f the chemical core. The FAA immediately 
notified all passenger carriers of the ban, as well as repair stations and others in the 
aviation community. 

- more -
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The ban, which applies to foreign and domestic passenger airlines, is an interim 
final rule issued by RSPA. It is effective until January l, 1997. During the next 60 days, 
FAA and RSPA will seek public comment and subsequently determine whether to 
modify, expand to include cargo carriers, terminate or make the prohibition pennanent. 
Within the past wee~ the United Kingdom and Canada similarly banned oxygen 
generator transport. 

• Prohibit the transportation of oxidizers and oxidizing materials that pose fire hazards 
in cargo compartments that do not have smoke or fire detection systems. 

The FAA bas already begun a review into the air transportation of oxidizers. 

The FAA and RSPA have launched a research project to look at the categories of 
hazardous materials that are allowed to be transported aboard passenger aircraft. This 
project will include air transponation-related tests and analyses of oxidizers and other 
classes of hazardous materials, and their effects on various types of cargo compartments. 

The project will also examine which materials pose fire hazards to cargo 
compartments and determine appropriate restrictions. Additionally, on May 22, the FAA 
announced that it will undertake a review of its current rules on fire detection and 
suppression in class D cargo compartments. 

• immediately evaluate the practices and training of all carriers for the acceptance of 
passenger baggage and freight, including company materials, for the identification of 
undeclared hazardous materials. The evaluation should cover all personnel, including 
ramp personnel, who accept packages for shipment. 

The FAA agrees with this recommendation. 

Shortly after the ValuJet accident, the FAA and RSPA initiated a comprehensive 
review of the regulation of hazardous materials by air, including issues raised by the 
accident itself. Preliminary information from that review was swiftly provided to the 
NTSB to assist in its investigation. 

FAA and RSP A continue to review the hazardous materials regulations, 
inspection and enforcement programs, and the training requirements for both shippers and 
carriers, regardless of whether the hazardous materials are transported as baggage, cargo 
or company materials. Among other things, this review will focus on training 
requirements for all personnel who offer and accept hazardous materials for 
transportation by air. 

• more -
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Recently, two inspection efforts related to the February 22 Special Emphasis 
Review of ValuJet were undertaken. Between May 16 and May 20, the FAA initiated 
and completed focused inspections of all 31 ValuJet stations. Then, on May 29, FAA and 
RSPA ini tiated joint inspections of the major repair stations that service ValuJet to 
detennine the level of their knowledge of, and compliance with, the hazardous materials 
regulations. This review is ongoing. 

These actions by the FAA and RSPA respond to, and exceed, the 
recommendations of the NTSB by covering not only carriers, but shippers and personnel 
who offer hazardous materials for air transportation. 

• Require air carriers as necessary to revise their hazardous material training based on 
the evaluation required by the previous recommendation. 

The FAA agrees with this recommendation. 

Changes to training requirements and procedures for air carriers will be developed 
as appropriate, based on findings from the review undetway and recommended by the 
NTSB. 
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