














After the October 1994 crash of an American Eagle ATR-72 near Roselawn,

Ind., tests on the ATR-72 and the smaller ATR-42 revealed that a ridge of ice could
form behind the wing's anti-ice system:.

Upon learning the results of the ATR tests, the FAA immediately ordered a new
system installed to protect a greater portion of the ATR’s wing and began an aggressive
comprehensive review of other aircraft with unpowered controls and pneumatic deicing
boots to determine if they may be susceptible to loss of control following exposure to
supercooled drizzle drops. Supercooled drizzle drops are a kind of fog made up of
water droplets cooled below freezing, but not yet turned to ice.

“Our testing has shown that these planes do not need design changes, but we
want to make sure pilots know how to recognize freezing rain and freezing drizzle and

what procedures they should take to safely exit it,” Hinson said. Listed below is an
overview of the new procedures:

e Pilots of the 29 models cited in the directives are required to look for certain
“visual cues” when flying in icing conditions, such as icing on the side window, or
abnormal ice buildup or accumulation on the upper and lower surface of the wing;
behind the protected areas covered by the deicing boots or ice buildup on the
propeller spinner, further back than is normally observed.

« If icing is spotted, the pilot must fly out of the area where the icing conditions are
occurring by changing altitude or course. The directives provide specific

procedures for notifying Air Traffic Control when the pilots exit the area where the
icing is occurring.

« Pilots are required to follow the specific exit procedures outlined in the directives

when they detect ice buildup on their aircraft in the areas mentioned in the
directive.

The AD actions are part of the FAA's overall plan to address safety issues
associated with icing conditions. The FAA began with ground deicing, addressed the
safety issue associated with the ATR aircraft and with unpowered control systems and

pneumatic deicing boots, and will conduct an international icing certification
conference in May.
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An electronic version of this news release is available via the
World Wide Web at: htp://www.faa.gov












Located just outside Atlantic City, the facility covers 5,059 acres. It consists of
laboratories, test facilities, support facilities, an airplane hangar and the Atlantic City
International Airport. Established in 1958 as the National Aviation Facilities
Experimental Center, the facility was renamed the FAA Technical Center in 1980.

Also on May 6 and 7, the Technical Center will celebrate Public Service
Recognition Week with a series of customer focus activities, including tours and forums.
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* Office of Aviation Medicine: Medical certification of airmen, oversight of industry

drug and alcohol abatement programs, conducts aviation safety and medical
research.

* Office of Rulemaking: Manages the FAA’s rulemaking process.
* Office of Accident Investigation: Manages investigation of aviation accidents.

* In addition, the Office of Executive Direction provides support to the Associate
Administrator for Regulation and Certification.

Regulation and Certification is unique in the world in its “designee” program,
extending its oversight authority through approximately 12,600 persons or groups of
individuals who are employed by industry but legally authorized to carry out
Regulation and Certification’s services, such as certification activities and medical
examinations of flight crews. Engineering Representatives, Manufacturing Inspection
Representatives, Mechanic Examiners, Designated Airworthiness Representatives,
Aviation Medical Examiners and Designated Pilot Examiners make up this work force.
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Business Week — “Why isn’t FAA doing more about bogus aircraft parts?”

Fact: It is the policy of the FAA to eliminate the potential safety risk posed by unapproved parts
in the U.S, aviation system by:

Conducting aggressive and consistent surveillance for SUPs;

Investigating thoroughly and expeditiously when SUPs are detected or reported;
Responding with rapid and uniform enforcement when unapproved parts are found;
Providing a sound regulatory basis and associated guidance for FAA personnel and
the public; and

e Coordinating FAA efforts with law enforcement agencies engaged in the prosecution
of criminal activities.

FAA's policy statement, adopted in 1995, and the agency’s National SUPs Program Office is

charged with ensuring that agency unapproved parts policies are vigorously carried out, A
significant number of activities are currently underway.

Extensive discussions have been held with law enforcement organizations and the Department of
Transportation (DOT) Office of the Inspector General (OIG) to establish standard operating
procedures, which are expected to be issued shortly. With the assistance of law enforcement
agencies, inspectors are being trained to identify the indicators of criminal fraud. This training

was provided by the OIG to the SUPs program office and FAA regional coordinators in March
1996.

Moreover, the FAA routinely takes many safety actions, such as the issuance of airworthiness
directives, to prevent accidents rather than to respond to accidents that have already occurred. All
U.S. certificated airlines are required to have FAA-approved procedures and systems in place to
ensure that all parts being installed on their airplanes meet the serviceability requirements of the
regulations. The agency routinely performs surveillance on carriers to ensure that these efforts
are performing as intended. When fraudulent activity is identified, FAA works with appropriate
law enforcement personnel to establish whether or not a criminal activity has taken place.

Advisory Circulars are also being issued by the FAA that detail the process and procedures to be

used by the aviation community to better ascertain the acceptability of parts of installation on
aircraft.

Recognizing the role that distributors and brokers play in providing parts, the FAA has worked
with the aviation industry to develop an accreditation program for dealers. The program
establishes quality assurance and other criteria that are needed for accreditation. The agency is

also reviewing a new regulation that would prohibit any person from falsely representing the
status of an aviation part.

- more -






Business Week - “Nevertheless, last fall, the agency ... outlined a plan ... ."

Fact: Even one counterfeit part is a source of concern to the FAA. By their very nature,
counterfeit parts are designed to be perceived by a mechanic or installer as approved parts, and
strong law enforcement action is warranted when they are discovered. While those who choose
to break the law and knowingly use or distribute unapproved parts are few, driving the agency’s
SUPs plan is its overriding goal to protect travelers and manufacturers, distributors and
mechanics who operate legally and follow FAA rules.

Business Week -- “... a largely unregulated network of more than 5,000 dealers ... ."

Fact: The FAA's SUPs task force investigated this issue and concluded that regulating and
licensing distributors and brokers would not enhance safety because those few entities willing to
risk penalties to sell counterfeit or fraudulently documented parts knowingly, in violation of
criminal statutes, would unlikely be deterred by administrative FAA licensing requirements. In
addition, devoting significant inspector resources to licensing a large, new industry without a
clear safety benefit might detract from other priority safety programs.

However, the FAA is working with the aviation industry to develop an accreditation program for
dealers or distributors. The program establishes quality assurance and other criteria these
companies would need to meet for accreditation. The agency also is reviewing a new regulation
that would prohibit any person from falsely representing the status of an aviation part.

As of April 30, 1996, there were 2,559 inspectors on board conducting over 365,000 safety
surveillance activities annually. By July 31, 1996, the FAA plans to have 2,762 inspectors on
board, representing a near doubling of safety inspectors since the early 1980s. Furthermore. the

agency has requested to Congress an increase of 154 aviation safety inspectors in the fiscal year
1997 budget, for a total inspector work force of 2,916.

Business Week -- “... cash strapped startups ... .”

Fact: The FAA has no data to support the claim that start-up airlines have a higher tendency to
use unapproved parts. Whenever suspected unapproved parts are reported to the agency from
either start-up or established airlines, each report is investigated and appropriate action is taken
to address the potential safety risk posed by any unapproved part. Unscrupulous manufacturers
of unapproved parts may make money from selling unapproved parts to airlines as approved

parts. But, it does not logically follow that airlines which believe the parts to be genuine would
more likely use unapproved parts.
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Secretary Pena said that at an April 10-12 meeting in Santiago. Chile, Western
Hemisphere transportation ministers agreed to strive to achieve the goal of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to ban smoking on all international flights by July |,
1996. He also noted that Continental Airlines recently banned smoking on all of its flights
within the Western Hemisphere.

In November 1994, the United States, Canada and Australia agreed to ban smoking
on flights operated by their airlines among the three countries. In January 1995, the
department granted antitrust immunity to eight U.S. and foreign airlines to discuss a mutual
smoking ban on transatlantic flights.

Delta Air Lines has adopted a worldwide smoke-free policy, and Trans World
Airlines recently decided to ban smoking on flights to France, Germany and the United
Kingdom. As of June 1, the following carriers will introduce no-smoking flights as follows:

. USAir will prohibit smoking on all flights.

° American Airlines will ban smoking on all of its flights to and from Europe,
the Caribbean and a number of destinations in Mexico,

» United Airlines will prohibit smoking on all of its flights across the Atlantic
and within Europe except for those between Washington's Dulles Airport and
Milan, Italy. United also will provide smoke-free services to all of its
destinations across the Pacific and within Asia, except for selected flights
through Tokyo.

In addition. Lufthansa German Airlines recently prohibited smoking on flights
between Germany and the United States and Finnair on all U,S.-Finland services.
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An electronic version of this document can be obtained via the World Wide Web at.
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The ban, which applies to foreign and domestic passenger airlines, is an interim
final rule issued by RSPA. It is effective until Janvary 1, 1997. During the next 60 days,
FAA and RSPA will seek public comment and subsequently determine whether to
modify, expand to include cargo carriers, terminate or make the prohibition permanent.

Within the past week, the United Kingdom and Canada similarly banned oxygen
generator transport.

« Prohibit the transportation of oxidizers and oxidizing materials that pose fire hazards
in cargo compartments that do not have smoke or fire detection systems.

The FAA has already begun a review into the air transportation of oxidizers.

The FAA and RSPA have launched a research project to look at the categories of
hazardous materials that are allowed to be transported aboard passenger aircraft. This
project will include air transportation-related tests and analyses of oxidizers and other
classes of hazardous materials, and their effects on various types of cargo compartments.

The project will also examine which materials pose fire hazards to cargo

compartments and determine appropriate restrictions. Additionally, on May 22, the FAA
announced that it will undertake a review of its current rules on fire detection and
suppression in class D cargo compartments,

* [Immediately evaluate the practices and training of all carriers for the acceptance of

passenger baggage and freight, including company materials, for the identification of

undeclared hazardous materials. The evaluation should cover all personnel, including
ramp personnel, who accept packages for shipment.

The FAA agrees with this recommendation.

Shortly after the ValuJet accident, the FAA and RSPA initiated a comprehensive
review of the regulation of hazardous materials by air, including issues raised by the

accident itself. Preliminary information from that review was swiftly provided to the
NTSB to assist in its investigation.

FAA and RSPA continue to review the hazardous materials regulations,
inspection and enforcement programs, and the training requirements for both shippers and
carriers, regardless of whether the hazardous materials are transported as baggage, cargo
or company materials. Among other things, this review will focus on training

requirements for all personnel who offer and accept hazardous materials for
transportation by air.

- more -











