
FAANEWS 

TAT ME T 

Jan , 1996 -- The F deral Aviation Admini tration (F A) wa advised by United 
tate ources in olombia that initial forensic test indicate the pre enc of alcohol in the 

remain of the captain of American Airlines flight 96 which era hed on ec. 20 near ali, 
olombia. 

As the testing is ongoing and there are no confirmed re ult from the olombian 
representatives, it is inappropriate t comment further. The ational Transportation 

afety Board T B) is the U. . repre entative in the inve tigation of the crash and will 
issue all official tatements. 

However, the FAA has committed its full cooperation with the olombian 
government and with the TSB should the Colombian government elect to retest forensic 
samples. 

# # # 



Washington, D.C. 

APA 02-96 
ontact: Diane pitali r 

Tele: (202) 267-8521 

he ·ederaJ Aviation Administration (F A was advis d by United tates sources in 
olombia that initial forensic tests indicate the presence of alcohol in the remains of the captain 

of American Airlines flight 65 which crashed on Dec. 20 near Cali, olombia. 

As th testing is ongoing and there are no confirmed results from the olombian 
repre entati es it is inappropriate to comment further. The ational Transportation af ety Board 

T B) is the U .. representative in the investigation of the crash and will issue aU official 
statements. 

However, the FAA has committed its full cooperation with the Colombian gov rnment 
and with the T B should th olombian governm nt elect to retest forensic samples. 
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The Federal Aviation dministration ( A ) will relea at l 0:00 a.m. n Friday Janua 
-. the air affic control tap of the accident on Augu t 21, 199S involving Atlantic outheast 
Airlines fli~ht # 29 near arrollton, e r ia. Reporters will be bl to r c rd th tape and a 
transcript will b pr vided. 

L cati 11: ral n dministration 
9A 

00 lndep ndence Av nue, . W. 
Wa hingt n. 0. . 

B c use the accident is under in sti ati n by the ational Transportation afety oard 
T ), the tap will be released with ut c mm nt. 

eporter who are unabl t tt nd may list n to the tape by calling the F • s phone 
ridge -- 1- 00-226-6588 -- at lea t 5-10 minute pri r t Lh 10:00 a.m. rclea e o as to be on 

line in time for the event. 

dit r ', 

### 

Th tap and tran cri twill be released nly at the FAA s 
Wa hin t n headquarter . 
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The ·ed r I Aviation Administration (F has b en ad ised that additional forensic 
Lests on I.he crew of American Airlines flight 96- that rashed near ali, olombia on 
Dec mber 20, 1995 hav b en conducted b the ol mbian mment for inclusi n in its 
inve tigation of th accident. 

An orruncn n the tests will be i u d by olombian vernment in estigators. since 
olombia is primarily r sponsible fi r the rail investigatio . 

The • has pledge its full co p rati n to th olombian gov mment, ir1 a cord n 
v itb lntemational ivil Aviation Or anizati n (I A protocols. and with th ational 
Transportation afet Board 1 T 8). which i th accredited U .. representative in th 
invcsti ation. inc the accident is und r in e ti 1ati n. the F cannot comment further 
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MEDIA ADVISOR Y 

AVIATIO 
TFORJ DC 

An estimated I 000 aviation e perts are scheduled to participat in the world s 
large t aviation afety conferenc on Jan. 9-10 in ashington D. . 

The two-day conference will focus on ways to improv safety measure and 
-.., incr ase public confidence in airline tran portation b baring information through a fr 

and open exchange of ideas. 

The conference sponsored by the DOT and ◄ AA is a key component of 
Transp rtation ecretary Federico Pena s thre -part initiati e to examine and enhance 
aviation afi ty. In addi.tion to the confer n e P fia has ordered p dited 
implementation of safi ty rules for mall commut r aircraft to conform with tho of larg 
planes and a comprehensive r vie of all commercial airline safety over ight procedur s 
and programs. 

Topics addres d will be er trammg eather afet data coUection and 
anal i aircraft maintenanc procedures and inspection, and flight operation procedur s. 

ote to reporters: 
• Pre redential : Please call (202) 267-8521 to arrang to co er the ev nt. 
• Monday and Tue day Se ion : n Monday Jan. 9th ession wi ll run from 8 a.m.-

5 p.m. n Jan. IO there will b a morning se sion onl from 8 a.m.-noon. 
• Pre overage: The Monday and Tue day morning es ion are open to the pre . 

he Monday afternoon workshops ar b in itation only and clo ed to the pre s. 
• Pe1ia/Hi11 0 11 Pres Availability: Pena and FAA Ad.mini trator David R. Hinson will 

be availabl to the press at 12 noon, Tue d_ay, Jan. 10 immediately follo i.ng the 
corm r nee wrap-up. 

• 011fere11ce Location: The conference, ill be held in the grand ballroom econd 
I vel of the Renais anc Hotel 999 inth tr e a hington, D. 11 pre 
pleas enter Lhrough the c ntral alon entrance of th grand ballroom. 

• ee attached a eudafor Ii t of peaker.. 
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More infom,atmn • Ml ch Sark~, 2061227-120~ nr Tim Nie 206/2.27•2004 
f:.or Jm!!ledL e release: 

FAA .· DIA radars operate safely 

yo ng 

,..di viation Administration Todav is.sued a perform an ~ ""11mm rv of various a,, traffic; radar 
sorv1ces the Denv r In emational Airport . ·1ne facilities w re he ubjec of J, n. 7 Denver Po s o th 

serted he airpo ' dar f I d 75 percen o1 e time durinQ a recent six mont period, 

In issuing the summary, F Regional Adm1n1s rator Fred Jsaac s&id. - • e ac ir. he surveill nc~ nid rs 
the beck.bone r111dar sy cm eontroller3 use tO direct airplanes 1n and ou of DIA - arc worl(in w II . 

•our m&lntenance records for the period May 1 through Oet . 31. s ow 
c,e,eant, hes id. 11\is eon 1ders both sch uled and unscheduled int rru0 ions. 
105.S of surv illance rvice for th airport. 

rvice n 
n a otol 

• An lfl)Ort whose radnrs re operating as poorly dRttribed in the Denver Po r ,u·ticle could no 
po slbly produce the significan delay t duction hat have occurred a Denver,• hG con inued. 

The summary indicate· the n~w irport has consitt~ntly outperformed Sta01 ton lnternation.il. which 
h d five times greater delay5 il"I the period comparable o die n w • lrport' s first sl mon s of operation, 

I 
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Background: 

Fact Sheet 

Denver ·tntemationi) Airpqrt 
F M,.RadatS'ervices 

January 9, :1996 

This Fact Sheet'has been prepared to present'the Federal Aviation 
Administration positfon jn response to a news story in the January 7, 1996, 
Denver Post, on radar service avallabfllty at Denver lntemational Airport. 

We are conoemed about the misleading nature of this story. In its 10-112 
months of operation, the new Denver airport has consistentty outperformed the 
airport it replaced, Stapleton lntemational Airport. Comparing the first six 
months of OIA1s operation to those et Stapleton a year earlier, the Stepleton 
delays were five times greater! Tnis translates to convenience and better 
service to the flying public. 

Faets 

The Denver airport is served with three ~ of radar systems: airport 
surveillance, ground and weather. 

Airpott Surveillance Radar (ASR} 

Airport surveR!anee radar is the backbone radar system tor the airport. the 
•ystem most indispensable for air traffic conV-OJ. Two radar sites are used to 
assist air traffic controllers for aircraft withJn .60 miles of the airport. The site on 
the west side of DIA provides fundamental radar service for flow in and out of 
Oenver und&t ell weather co,,ditions. The second ASR sit& ls near Ptattevlfle 
and provides additional coverage to the north. FM maintenance statistics for 
the period of May 1, 19951 through October 31, 19951 show a radar service 
availability (the amount of time the service is avatlable on a 24-hour basis) of 97 
percent This considers.both scheduled and unscheduled shutdowns. 
Scheduled shutdov,,,ns are carefully coordinated to occur when traffic is light; 
unscheduled shutdowns ~e generally the most significant of the two. 
Considering only unscheduled shutdowns, the availability of service is more than 
99 percent: 'Wifh the two radar sites. one system serves as a backup for the 
other when necessary. • 

0t- t:Hl\::I OJ. 
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Airport_§urface Oetectibn Egyjpment (ASDE) 

Th~ r'adar SystGm thst displays aircraft and vehlc!e movements on the rur\way.s 
and taxiways is called Airport Surface Detection Equipment. This radar helps 
tower controllers see airp{anes taxJing to the runway when ground fog or other 
weather conditions ob30.Jre Une of sight ASDE radar is considered an 
enhancement; most airports operate without one. There are two ASDE radars at 
DIA. one atop the airport traffic control tower, the other east of the tower. 

The control tower ASDE was in servlce 58 percent of time in question. For 75 of 
the 181 days - July 22 to October 3 - it was removed frorn service because of a 
main bearing failure. It occurred during summer and ear1y fall when fog 
conditions are virtually none>dstent The second ASDE was placed into service 
on October 13 and experienced problems with the mapping displays on the 
controller's. radar scope. This caused an availability of only 60 percent from the 
13th to the 31st of Octdber. These initial service problems have been corrected 
and both ASOE radars are performing well. 

Non9 of the ASOE interruptions caused controllers to reduce the Airport 
Acceptance Rate during 'the period in question. Neither the safety nor the 
efficiency of tha airport was derogated. 

T,i!QDinal Doppler Weather Radar @WR) 

TOWR is only one of three systems that op~rate at DIA to provid~ weather 
information to the c::ontrnllers. The Low Lever Windshear Alerting System 
{LLWAS) and the Airport Surveillance Radar (ASR) also provide independent 
~ources of weather. TDWR is significant to the operations at DIA during prims 
thunderstorm activity ftOm mid-April through , November. 

The airport opened on February 28, 1995. w,ith the TDWR In a non­
commissioned status, operating as a stand-alone system. Verifiable 
performance data is available beginning with the August 11, 1995, 
commissioning. Through October 31 , 1995, =the TDWR has been available $4 
percent of the time. This includes both scheduled and unscheduled shutdO'Nns. 
Its availability. based on unscheduled shutdowns only, has been grGater than 9T 
percent. The unscheduled shutdovms have: primarily beer, as a result of 
communicatlon (land line) problems. 

Work Is rurrently underway to intagrate the TDWR and the LL WAS into a single 
display as an enhancement to the service already provided. 

2 
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As shoYwfi above. performance of the backbone radar system, the ASR, has been 
excellent. Performance and function of the other radar systems, Doppler 
weather and ground radar. have been such that no significant service lmpacis 
have resulted to date. 

Efficiency1 as measured by delays, is the strongest Indicator of how well the 
radars at the airport are operating. W'hen equipment is taken out of service (tor 
wnatev~ reason) operational changes are m&de (ground hold, increased 
separation, etc.) in order to maintain safety mergins. 

' 
The average number of delays per month in•the 10 months since DIA opened is 
128. The highest was in June. 1995, when there were 314 delays, and there 
were no delays in December 1995. For a comparable pertod of operations 
(landings and takeoffs). at Stapleton in 1994, the average number of delays per 
month was 659. The highest was in April 1994 when there were 1702 delays, 
and the lowest was In September of 1994, when there were 173 delays. The 
average delay rate at Stapleton for the 10 months in 1994 comparablo to the first 
10 months of OIA's operation was five times-as great. 

In conclusion, the Denver tntemational Airport has been served well by FM 
radar systems. The arrport's impressive reduction in delays over Stapleton 
International Airport i:s e direct reflection of the performance of FM's radar 
systems. 

3 



Washington, D.C. 

FOR )MMEDIA TE RELEASE 
Thursday. January 11 , 1996 

APA 05-96 
Contact: Anthony Willen 
(202) 267-3883 

TATEME T 
BY 

BILL JEFFERS 
DIRECTOR OF FAA'S AIR TRAFFIC ERVICE 

The Federal Aviation Administration does not condone behavior that demeans 

any race or culture. The FAA is investigating aJleged activities at Indianapolis air traffic 

control tower. Based on an interim report, the agency has made some temporary 

personnel acuons. If appropriate, the investigation will result in permanent disciplinary 

action 

-30-
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the nd f January lo pur u car r opportunities utside the 

hin l n, D. .. ar a. Jam ashington, a 17- ar l ran of the a ncy ha been 

n m1:d in assoc1a1 dministr t r or airp rts. 

"During p riod dramatic chang at th • nthia Ri ·h has mad 
i nificant ntribution t avi ti n particularly in the fi ty and ffici nc of ur 

n ti n airports,'' Hinson said. • H rd di ati n and profes ionalism haves n \ 
tand ·d or th a nc. it p par s to meet the hallen s that Ii ahea . ' 

r i h a app int d to ' Offi f irports in arch, l Prior to her 
rk she ir f the Cl land D partm nt of P ntrol. A 

d Public Ac untant Rich also serv don th b e Airports 
cil • al - orth America and the Am rican om ty of P m 
ea n a er dite member of the American ssociati n f irp 11 

utiv s, Ri h i a l 76 raduat of ent tale University. 

\ hington current!. serves as d puty dir t r for F 's Offi e f Air Traffic. 
ln th ag ncy· number-two p sition in the air traffi office. he share resp nsibility 6 r 
managem nt of .. air craffic control facilities, p rsoMel, policies procedur s. 
tandard nd riteria. ashin non al serv d in ' Great Lakes R gioo in its 

airports and air traffic di isions. ashingt n hold a master d gree in public 
ad mini ·tration from yra u niversity' I well ho I Public ff airs and a 
b·1 h !ors de-r from Dartmouth 11 ge. Heals i a member of the meri an iety 
or Pubh • dmini tration. 
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PA 07-96 
nta t: Diann peed 

Tele: 202 267-8521 

F TO RELEA JR TRAFFl TROL REPORT 
J R 19, 

quipment and 

p er upply problem at traffi c nt r thr ugh ut Lh c unt . at 2 p.m., January I . The 

m dia briefing will b ho l d by Monte • cialc admini trator for air traffic 

• rvice in 

The fir t report detail an ind p ndent r i w f the ag ncy s p w r suppl 
blue ribb n panel of xperts out ide the h econd report an int rnal revi 
nati n' ir traffi ent rs a prepar d b a enc air tr fftc and maintenance xpert . 

Ii t n- nly ph n bridg for workin pr will be set up at 00) 226-65 . R p rt r 
unable t attend hould call in to the brid e approximat ly l 5 minute b for the briefin tart . 

- 0-
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In a report r lea d today b d ral A iation Admini tration an indep ndent 
pan I f xperts endor d th ag ncy' n-g ing fti rt tor ol uipm nt a~d power 

ncerns al merica ' s I air r ut traffi c ntr I nt r . The pan I called the ·agency s 
flll1dam ntal d ign for r ·placing p r nditi nin yst m ' ound.' The agen al o 
Pl a d a ec nd report whi h detailed an int rnal r vi the I c nt r la t Fall. 

"The r p rts affirm the a enc ' ourse faction n quipment and power 
tern " said F Administrator David R. Hinson. • Th r I as of th report i 

n ther part of th plan annow1ced b the ag n la l Augu t. committed to r plac 
aging computer hard ar in th cent r . a k at am of iodep nd nt xpert to 
e ·amine our po er y tem . al o ommitt d to a th rou h revi w of ach center. 

hese reports ar part o an action plan that ha been under wa for everal months . 

.. The cop and br adth of our a Lion t addre equipment and p w r con m 
ntinu to under cor th s n d fi r r fi rm, Hin n aid. on e ha 

pr ided th ag n y with procur ment and p rs ru, I relief, and th· F already i 
d eloping plan that ill allo u to hire h n n ed t and u equipment when 
n ed to. Th agency till lacks the Oe ibl finan in that would free th F A from an 
annual appropriations pr ss. Th rd/H llings Bill . 1239 pr po to 
pr id the financial r ur to mana th rowth of a i ti n. 

Th r ports al o mad 77 rec nun ndation t th ag ncy, 
l addr th r c mm ndati n b gan imm diatel . ' h blue ribb n panel f e ·pert 
Lold u that re on th right track ith the plan to repla air traffic n uipm nt, 
said Monte 8 lger, the F a i te admini trator for air traffi Th 
int rnaJ review c ntain recomm nd ti ns mad aft r p aking t 
and te hni ians acr th c untry. The re mm ndati n alidate ur a ti n . ur 
c ntinued ability t addr ~ th r c mm ndati n will b dep ndent up n ppropri- t 
funding I el ," 



The blue ribbon panel visited air traffic centers in Seattle. Mirmeapolis, Fort 
Worth and Kansas City. The team was tasked with examining service interruptions 
caused by faci lity power. The team consisted of representatives from AT&T, Florida 
Power & Light, Lockheed-Martin, Science Applications International Corp. an 
international technical consulting finn with divisional headquarters in San Diego), 
Sverdrup Corp. (an architectural engineering firm from St. Louis, Mo.), the Air Force. 
and the departments of Defense and Energy. 

The agency's internal review of air roule traffic comrol centers was accomplished 
by seven teams of air traffic and technical cxpens, each headed by a senior FAA 
executive. 

BLUE RIBBON HIGHLIGHTS 

• Installation of new power conditioning systems is sound. Agency action: New power 
conditioning systems have been installed at 15 centers and 3 terminal radar.approach 
control faci lities. Installation at the remaining seven sites \,\~II be complete by 1998. 

• Staffing and training not adequate to support power systems. Agency action: 
Training on new power system has been expanded from eight weeks to 12 weeks. 
Computer-based and simulator training are being explored. Staffing for power 
systems will be increased in 1996. 

• Communication should be improved for maJor mstallations. Agency action: To 
ensure adequate coverage, the agency put additional staffing in place when a location 
is receiving a new power system. The agency also brings in a senior technical expert 
from a location already converted to the new system for oo-site assistance. Weekly 
teleconferences are held to discuss lessons learned. 

AIR ROcn·E TRAFFIC CONTROL CENTER REVIEW HIGHlIGHTS 

• Contingency plans need to be updated. Agency action: To ensure that each major 
traffic center bas a plan to handle service interruptions. a new FAA directive on 
contingency planning bas been issued. In addition, the agency wiU conduct a national 
conference on contingency planning in March. 

• Highly skilled technicians are critical to keep the system operating. Agency action: 
The agency hired 265 field technical personnel in 1995. The agency plans to increase 
technical personnel staffing by 166 in 1996. 

• Knowledge of and familiarization with back-up systems must be improved. Agency 
action: The agency sent video training tapes on procedures used to transition to-and­
from primary to back-up systems. A computer-based training program/curriculum 
will be developed hy April. 

-JU-
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Whenever tJ1ere i an ac id nt the F dcraJ viation dmini tr ti n 

oncerned and participates with the ati nal ran portatio11 afety Board 8) in the 

in esligation. It is inappropriat for th ◄ AA to speculate on the cau e of an ccident or 

T Br ommendati n while th investigati n i under a . he AA i giving Rep. 

J hnson I tter full ttenti n, a we ate with all aspects of th B in e tigation. 
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RE RDI VI I T RR P TO 

h Federal iation Admini lration air ady ha a ti ns under way t addr 

r c mrnendation is u d by the ati nal ran portation afety Board regarding air traffi 

'Hi t rically, the T i ·ue t th m re re nm, ndati n th n to an 
other tran portati n mod and the B ard ha classi fi <l our action t add re · th 
r c mm a ndation as ace ptabl in m r than 4 percent f th m ' aid nte Belg r th 

's s ·ociat administrator fi r air traffic rvice . "Th FA • track record for 
r p n i en and a eptable I ure f T B r commcndati ns rank fir t am ng all 
transp rt ti n rn de . \ e will r ie and analyze the e r c mm ndation . Tak n al ng 
\: ·lh ther recent re ie , thi w rk by the T B ill help u impr v 
r liability.' 

1. T 

he ag 11 y's a ti 11 plan fi r pow r and quipment addre es: 

• he agency hired 265 field te hni al per onnel in I 95. Th agcnc plans t 
in reas te hni al p r onn I taffing by 166 in 1996. 

• n ure ad quat ov rage, the agen put additi nal staffing in plac 
wh n a I ation i r c i ing a ne po r ystem. The agency al brings in a 

nior tc hnical e ·p rt fr m a I ati n ai r ad c n crted t th n w sy t m 
f r on-sit a i lance. kl t I c nfer nee ar h Id 10 di cu s I ns 
I arn d. 

- m lf -



2. TRAINING: 
• The agency sent video training tapes on procedures used to transition to-and­

from primary to back-up systems. A computer-based training 
program/curriculum will be developed by April. 

• Training on new power system has been expanded from eight weeks to 12 
weeks. Computer-based and simulator training are being explored. Staffing 
for power systems will be increased in 1996. 

J. EQUIPMENT: New power conditioning systems have been installed at 15 centers 
and 3 terminal radar approach control facilities. Installation at the remaining seven 
sites will be complete by 1998. 

4. COMMUNICATlON: To ensure t11at each major traffic center has a plan to handle 
service interruptions. a new FAA directive on contingency planning has been issued. 
The agency will conduct a national conference on contingency planning in March. 

TI1e NTSB report follows two other studies of equipment and power, bt an 
independent panel of experts and an internal review by the FAA. The independent panel 
endorsed ilie FAA efforts. calling the agency's fundamental design for replacing power 
conditioning systems "sound." The agency's internal review of the 21 air traffic centers 
included several dozen recommendations, on which the FAA already is taking action. 

-30-
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RAPID ROWTH OF VIA TIO 
D «R ORE EDFORF 

AP 13-96 
Conta t: andra Allen 
Tei; (20 ) 267-3883 

Federal Aviation Administrator Da id R. Hinson said today that U. comm rcial 

aviation-is entering what promises to be its greatest growth period er. To manage such 

unprecedented growth, while continuing to ensure th safety ecuricy and efficienc of 

aviation Hinson said th Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) must dev lop new and 

better ways of doin busin s. 

In a speech at the Aero Club of Washington this afternoon, Hinson said the strong 
recov ry of the U.S. commercial airline industry, which went from staggering loss sin 
recent years to record operating profits of 5.3 billion in 1995 is exp cted to continue 

ell into the future. He also noted the' perman. nt and long-lasting' revitalization of 
general aviation and the increasing importance of aviati n infrastructure in the global 
ec nomy. 

Hinson said the FAA is working hard to redesign its personnel and procurement 
s terns under the authority granted the agency by Congress in th FY 1996 

ransportation Appropriations bill. Those changes due by April l promi e the agency 
great r flexibility and efficiency in managing it highly skilled work force and fielding 
new equipment. 

These n reforms are b ing constructed on a solid foundation. nder Hinson s 
lead rship the F has worked aggressively to streamline for greater efficiency 
trimming its work force by 5,000 employees and reducing its annual budget by 600 
million sine 1992. 

According to Hinson how ver one ritical change is still missing. T manag 
th future growth of aviation he said the F n eds a predictable sourc f revenue that 

ill row along ith the agency increasing workl ad. 



"Under current congressional projections, the F AA's budget in 2002 will. be 14 
percent less than in 1995. while the number of passengers traveling on U.S. airlines will 
increase 35 percent - from approximately 500 million to more than 800 million 
annually," Hinson said. "We need a long-term financing solution that will give us the 
flexibility and resources to plan and carry out long-term strategies. That's the only way 
we can continue to manage the dynamic growth of U.S. aviation while ensuring the safety 
and efficiency of air travel.►> 

Hinson said there is a solution to the FAA 's long-term financing problem. A 
bipartisan bill (S. 1239)- introduced by Senators McCain. Ford and Hollings and 
recently approved by the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee -
would separate the FAA frqm the annual budget process and provide a stable and 
predictable revenue source. 

Essentially, the bill wouJd require users to pay a fair share for services they 
receive, including air traffic control, training, licensing, regulatory proceedings, and 
certification. The bill also would charge foreign airlines flying over U.S. airspace for 
U.S. air traffic services, which they currently receive at no cost. Hinson said S. 1239 
would make the agency more accountable and do a better job of providing the financial 
resources the FAA needs to manage the future growth of aviation. 

### 
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"Under current congressional projections, the F AA's budget in 2002 will be 14 
percent less lhan in I 995, while the number of passengers traveling on U.S. ai rlines will 
increase 35 percent - from approximately 500 million to more than 800 million 
1-1nnua1Jy," Hinson said. " We need a long-term financing solution that will give us the 
0exibility and resources to plan and carry out long-tem1 strategies. 17tat's the only way 
we can continue to manage the dynamic growth of U .. aviation while ensuring the safety 
and efficiency of air travel." 

Hinson said there is a solution lo U,e F AA's long-term financing problem. A 
bipartisan bill (S. 1239)- introduced by Senators McCain, Ford and 1 lollings and 
recently approved by the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee ­
would separate the FAA from the annual budget process and provide a stable and 
predictable revenue source. 

Essentially. the bill would require users to pay a fair share for services they 
receive, including air traffic control, traiDing, licensing, regulatory proceedings, and 
certification. The bill also would charge foreign airlines flying over U.S. airspace for 
U.S. air traffic services, which they currently receive at no cost. Hinson said S. 1239 
would make the agency more accountable and do a better job of providing the financial 
resources the FAA needs to manage the future growth of aviation. 

Ar, e/ectro11ic ver io1t of fhis release can be obtaiued via the Wt>rld Webb at: 
hl1fJ://www.dot.gov.lafft1irs/i11dlu:./1tm 
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The FAA and JCAl3 also agreed to sponsor a Future Air Navigation ystem 
(FANS) working group, scheduled to meet in Tokyo early tliis year. Comprised of 
satellite technology, advanced automation. and digital data link, the FANS is designed to 
enhance safety and efliciency by making possible, for the first time, direct pilot and 
controller communications over remote areas. 

The FAA also discussed improvements to its parallel approach separation 
standards. and offered its expertise to the JCAB in developing procedures. The FAA also 
offered to assist lhe JCAI3 in developing certification and air traffic control procedures to 
heJp Japan integrate helicopters into the fixed wing environment. Such measures will 
facilitate efficient transportation in densely populated areas and in disaster scenarios. The 
FAA aJso encouraged the JCAB to review its policies granting access to its major 
international airports by business and general aviation aircraft. 

The FAA's Western Pacific Region Flight Standards Division will host·a week­
long conference this summer to discuss operational and safety-related issues. recognizing 
the importance of the newly established International Civi l Aviation Organization 
(lCAO) Safety Oversight Program that is designed to enhance aviation safety oversight 
by ICAO members. 
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