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TELEPHO ELI PROBL •MDI R PT D ER WE TH R RAO R 

The Tenninal Doppler Weather Radar at Denver International Airport was taken out o 

service at 7: 15 'PM today when a telecommunications problem interrupted signals to the 

air traffic control ower a DIA. FAA technicians expect to return the Doppler weather 

radar to service tonight. Controllers continue to receive wind data from a second 

advanced system that uses 29 . ensors, the Low Le el Wind Shear Alel'l Sy ren1. 

"Because of falling snow. there is virtualJy no chance of a microburst, the hazard that 
Doppler radar detects,' ' said FAA Regional Administrator Fred Isaac. "De ·pite the now 
and equipment prob! m. cont.roll · rs have n1aintained an airport acceptance rate at 71 
airplanec; per hour . The Atr traffic watch supervisor said that operating without Doppler 
in a nowstorm has no impact on ·1ir u·affic." 

The Doppler radar was taken off line byte hnicians at 5: 5 PM for maintenance . 90 
minutes later technicians were unable to bring the . ystern back on line when ~igm1ls from 
the radar were interrupted by the problem with comm11nic:nion li ne" The Doppler sit is 
approximately 11 miles from the control tower and da a 1s rcla ed using leased 
communication lines . Weather condition during the outage were reported as overcast 
skles with light snow and fog, temperature 17 degrees. wind out of the northeast at 11 
miles, and visibility of 2 miles . 
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Washington, D.C. 

F A COMMI IO 100TH SMALL TOWER 

APA 161 -95 
ntact: Jeffrey Thal 

Tel.: (202) 267-7344 

COMMUNICATIO S SY TEM AT CARLO AIRPORT TOWER 

The deral Aviation dmini tration AA) announced that the landmark 100th mall 

Tower ice witch ( TV ) will be commi ioned today at the San Carlo , Calif., air traffic 

control (AT ) t wer . 

Thi i the 205th major new y tern --including radars , navigation and c mmunication 
y terns -- to be in talled this year. The AA has now commi sioned more than 2. 700 new air 

traffic systems as part of the modernization program. 

' This new, modem equipment will enable the FAA to meet the increasing demands of 
air traffic well into the 21 t century, " aid FAA administrator David R. Hin on. 'The TVS 
system brings to control tower at smaller airports the capability to select radio frequencie 
quickly with automated switche similar to those being installed at the major airport tower 
under the Enhanced Terminal Voice Switch (ETV ) program. Thee improvemen are 
es ential to maintaining the world's safest and busiest air traffic control system." 

STVS incorporates state-of-the-art switching and fiber optics to provide clear and 
precise radio communication between controllers and pilots. This will increase the availability 
of radio frequencie , which will reduce the time it takes for pilot and controllers to exchange 
information. It al o will permit controllers at many mailer towers to adapt their 
communication equipment to meet the changing conditions of traffic volume, weather 
conditions and controller workload. 

The implementation of STYS i a vital tep in upgrading the ATC y tern. However , 
meaningful progress toward completion of the entire airspace modernization program depend 
on the kind of reform introduced by Senator McCain, ord and Holling and Representative 
Clement,' said Hinson. ' This legislation will allow FAA to take advantage of new 
technologies, better meet the capacity demands of the aviation industry and provide the 
necessary re ources to complete the FAA modernization plan. " 

TV was developed and i being in tailed by the Denro orp .. of Gaithersburg , Md . 

XXX 



Washington, O.C. 

E A E ME T OF FOREIG 

. P 162-95 
Contact: iz eblett 
Tel. : (202) 267-852 t 

E WITH I TERNATIO AL AFETY T DARD 

part of an effi rt to pro ide the public with more inforn1ation about aviation safety in 

international tra 1, th Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today armounced the results of 

the agcnc 's ass s ment oft n countrie ' capability to provide safety o ersight of their air carriers 

that operate in the Unit d tale . They are: Au tralia, Hungary. ew Zealand , Romania Western 

amoa· all of whom comply with international safety tandards: and Ecuador, Israel Jordan 

Peru V nezuela· all rated as conditional. 

The ass s ment are not an indication of whether an individual forei gn carrier is safe or 
un afe, rather they determine whether or not the country ha a civil a iation authority in place 
and the extent to which that authority nsures that op rational and safety procedures are 
maintained by its air carriers. 

The focu of the F AA's foreign asse sment program is on countries not individual 
carriers from that country. And these countries are assessed for their adherence to ICAO's 
aviation safety standard , not FAA regulations. I AO is the International Civil Aviation 
Organization. 

Traveler may call 1-800-F AA- U (1-800-322-7873) to obtain a summary statement 
about whether a foreign country bas been assessed and the results if available. 

ountries whose air carriers fly to the United tates must adhere to the safety guidelines 
of IC the United ation's technical agency for aviation which establishes international 
standards and recommended practices for aircraft operation and maintenance. 

-- more --



The FAA, with the cooperation of the host country, only assesses countries whose airlines 
have operating rights to or from the United States, or have requested such rights. 

Specifically, the FAA determines whether a country has an adequate infrastructure for 
international aviation safety oversight as defined by the ICAO standards. The basic elements 
that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the appropriate government office to 
adopt regulations necessary to meet the minimum requirements of ICAO: 2) current regulations 
that meet those requirements; 3) procedures to carry out the regulatory requirements; 4) air 
carrier ce1tification, routine inspection, and surveillance programs, and 5) organizational and 
personnel resources to implement and enforce the above. 

The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these countries at the time of the 
assessment: does comply with ICAO standards, conditional, and does not comply with lCAO 
standards. 

• Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A country's civil aviation authority has 
been assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with [CAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category IT, Conditional: A country's civil aviation authority in which FAA i11Spectors 
found areas that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating 
actively with the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, 
limited operations by this country's air carriers to the U.S. are permined under heightened 
FAA operations inspections and surveillance. 

• Category III, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A country's civil aviation 
authority found not to meet !CAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings 
apply if the civil aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in 
accordance with !CAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or 
oversee civil aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and 
enforce air carrier operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to 

certify, oversee and enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately 
trained inspector personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier 
from a country that has received a Category HI rating are not permitted unless they arrange to 
have their flights conducted with a duly authorized and properly supervised foreign air carrier 
appropriately certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted countries with less than acceptable ratings by providing technical 
expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA hopes to work with other 
countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international aviation safety oversight 
standards. 

-- more --



The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they 
are completed. First announced in September I 994, the ratings arc part of an ongoing FAA 
program to complete initial assessments, by the end of 1996, of all countries with air carriers that 
operate to the United States by the end of 1996. 
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FAA DMI I TRATOR CALL FOR INT RN TIO - L 
OOPERA TIO O RITI AL IATIO I E 

Federal Aviation Administrator David R. Hin on toda_ told an international group 

of aviation repres ntati es that unprec dented growth in air travel over the next two 

decades will mak it essential for nations to cooperate on critical issu s such as aviation 

afety and efficiency airport capacity and opening international markets to a new era of 

competition. 

Hinson made his remarks at the Welch Pogue Annual wards Banquet, part of th 
Chicago 95 Conference and Exhibition, which was sponsored by the McGraw Hill 
Aviation Week Group and the Chicago D partment of Aviation. In his speech, Hinson 
credited President Clinton's sound economic policies, and his' vigorous and far-sighted" 
commitment to aviation, with helping the U.S. airline industry go from near-bankruptcy 
to record profits in just two years. 

Clinton s leadership also was instrumental in securing open skies ' agreements 
with Canada and nine European countries, Hin on said as well as the historic trilateral 
agreement among the United tates, Canada and Mexico, which will allow a seamless 
flow of air traffic from the Arctic Circle to the Yucatan Peninsula. ' 

I Iinson said the number of airline passengers worldwide is expected to double in 
the next 15-20 years - from 1.25 billion last year to more than 2.5 billion - an 
expansion that may require 8,000-10,000 new aircraft and a 40 percent increase in direct 
flights . While the projected growth in aviation is good news economically, Hinson said 
it also has serious implications for safety. 

-- m re --



"More Oighls mean mon; accidents, unless sarety grows at n rate that matches or 
exceeds the growth in air traftic," said Hinson, who noted that a recent Boeing study 
showed that projected growth in air travel would cause the number of airline accidents 
worldwide to double within 20 years at today's accident rule. "We must constantly 
rethink our approach to accident prevention. The only acceptable goal for aviation safety 
is 1.crn accidents - I 00 percent safety.'' 

Much of the future gro\\1h in air travel will be international. I linson said, noting 
that travel between the United tates and the rest of the world last year grew by 5 percent. 
Travel between the United States and Latin America increased 9 percent, much faster 
than the 5.5 percent that had been predicted, while travel to and from Asia grew 7 
percent, also well above the forecast. He said the FAA is working closely with 97 other 
civil aviation authorities around the world to achieve unifonn standards of safety. 

"There is very little the FAA does any more that does not have some international 
involvement," Hinson said. ''For commercial aviation, the distincllons betweeri local and 
global priorities are becoming increasingly blurred. No country, no national carrier, can 
risk being isolated.'' 

Hinson said one of the most promising new initiatives for air safety is an 
agreement reached at last January's Aviation Safety Conference, which will allow the 
FAA to analyze a wide spectrum of data collected by the airlines as part of their new 
Flight Operations Quality Assurance programs. He said that agreement eventually may 
lead to a comprehensive international data exchange, which would make safety data 
instantly available, on-line, to aviation professionals anywhere in the world. 

For these and other critical initiatives to succeed, Hinson said, the FAA must have 
the resources and flexibility to plan and carry out long-tem1 strategies. The realities of 
the federal budget process leave no question that fundamental changes in FAA financing, 
personnel and procurement are essential for the agency to meet its future responsibilities 
to the American people, whether they are traveling domestically or abroad. 

"Unless we can close the gap between the what we need to do our job and what 
Congress seems ready to provide, the cost of flying will continue to go up, the quality of 
service will decline, and the United States' long-standing role as the world leader in 
aviation may be undermined." 

NOTE: An electronic version of this news release is available via the World Wide Web 
at: http://www.faa.gov/apa/apahome.htm 
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HI O REPORT GOOD PROGRE O TRATEGI GO L 

Federal viation Administration (F ) dministrator David R. Hinson today 

told an elite gr up of aviation industry executives that th agency is making excellent 

progress in me ting it strat gic goals and pr paring to implement whate er reform 

gi lation i enact d by ongr s. 

In asp ch at the 's halleng r e sion" with industry, Hinson said that the 
ag ncy achie ed 80 p rcent of its strategic mil ston in F 95 compared to 70 percent in 
FY94. He told the group that the F has r focus d its trategic Plan to be mor 
r sponsivc to current conditions and asked for industry s h lp in shaping agency goals 
for 1996 and beyond. 

' A we all r alize, the fates of th aviation indu try and the AA are 
interdependent,' said Hinson. 'One cannot thrive unles the other succ eds.' 

Hinson also aid that the FAA already has done ub tantial planning for dealing 
ith FAA reform legislation anticipated from ongr ss. H said that the FAA recently 

formalized the planning process by creating a team led by Monte Belger Associate 
dministrator for Air Traffic ervice , and George Donohue Associat Administrator for 

Research and Acqui itions. Just as with the trategic Plan, Hinson remarked industry 
input will be vital. 

We want the opinions of our customers to make sure th 'reformed FAA will be 
re ponsive to your needs. We eek, and welcome, y ur help 'said Hinson. 

I linson told the group that the F will face serious budget challenges in FY 
1996 but more severe problems in FY 1997-2002 if ongress adopts the funding levels 
utlin din July' s Joint Budget Resolution. He aid that the proposed 14 p rccnt decrea e 

- more -



from last year's funding levels could require the agency to reduce its level or service 
significantly. Hinson expressed hope that proposed reforms will include funding 
mechanisms that would give the FAA the financial flexibility it needs. 

Hinson also reiterated the agency's commitment to the goal of "zero accidents'' 
that rcsulled from an unprecedented safety summit the FAA held with more than 1,000 
representatives from the aviation industry last January . 

""'This won't be an easy task," Hinson said. "Achieving zero defects in an 
environment dominated by limited resources, increased competition and 
globalization. steadily evolving technology, and a virtual doubling in the demand 
for air services within the nex't 20 years will be a challenge all of us will be hard­
pressed to meet." 

-end-

NOTE: An electronic version of this news release is available via the World Wide Web 
at: http://www.faa.gov/:1pa/apahomc.btm 
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HI O TRE E EEO FOR EW AFETY DATA- HARi ETWORK 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Administrator David R. Hinson today told an 

international meeting of flight safety experts that creating an electronic network for sharing 

aviation safety data will be crucial to achieving the goal of l 00 p rcent safety or zero 

accident . ' 

peaking in eattle to a seminar sponsored by the Flight afety Foundation, 
Hinson proposed that all air carriers continuously collect and report operational data, 
which would then be analyzed at designated centers. Airline , aircraft manufacturers and 
other aviation professionals trying to improve safety would tap into the data base via an 
electronic International Data Exchange network. 

'The intent is to produce an early warning system sensitive enough to spotlight 
problems before they become accidents ' said Hinson. 'A large, constantl expanding 
data base combined with sophisticated analysis will let us switch from being reactive to 
preemptive with a specific emphasis on prevention." 

Hinson said that much of what we know about aviation safety has come from 
accident investigations, but that the resulting reports, by design only identify the causes of 
catastrophic occurrences. Accident reports, he said do not provide information about the same 
hazards encountered on flights that safely reach their destinations, nor do they identify the 
parameters of safe performance and normal operation. 

The AA Administrator noted that the agency already receives daily reports about 
various aircraft incidents, parts breakage or malfunctions. But, he said, these reports also give an 
incomplete picture because they focus only on problems. Hinson argued that reaching the zero 
accidents goal requires a standardized worldwide system for collecting feedback on routine 
operations tied to an aggressive approach to data analysis. 

-more-



"With enough data on routine operations, we could establish statistically valid norms or 
safe performance and quantify the risk associated with ordinary fl ights," Hinson said ... We could 
pinpoint those circumstances that place 11 plane and its passengers in jeopardy." 

Although Hinson did not give a timetable for implementing the International Data 
Exchange, he.said the FAA is taking the lead in planning the basic design of the network. He 
asserted that the venture will require very broad participation at the international level. because 
50 percent of flights worldwide arc in countries other than the United States. 

"This isn't somelhing lhe FAA can or should do on its own," Hinson said. " In fact, 
we may even find this is a task better suited to the private sector." 

1 linson told the safoty group he believes two major issues must be resolved before an 
operational feedback process can succeed. Companies and individuals must be confident that 
their reports will not be used as the basis for adverse FAA action against them. There also must 
be a guarantee of confidentiality that cannot be breached. 

-end-

NOTE: An electronic version of this news release is available via the World Wide Web at: 
http://www.faa.gov/apa/apahome.htm 
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FAA E T BLI HE EW OFFI E TO 
DORE AVIATIO W TH RI 

PA 169-95 
ontact: lison Duquette 

(202) 267- 674 

The edcral Aviation dminislration (F ) has stablished an Aviation W ather 

Division d igned to enhanc th agenc • ability to prcv nt accident and rcdu e delays 

attributable to ather. Th ne, office. which as stabli hed on ctober I, is part of 

r AA ·s ir Traffic rvice organization. lt brings togeth r agency weather experts from 

the offices of Regulation and ertification and ir raffic ervices to form a ingle point 

of contact for all aviation weather policy and r quirements. 

"The report rel ea ed today by th ational Research ounci I, ntitJed ' A via ti n 
Weather rvices : A all for ederal Leader hip and Action, validates our decision to 
appoint As ociate dministrator for Air Traffic ervices Monte R. elger to lead the 
FAA's weather initiatives,' said AA Administrator David R. Hinson. ' his move 
forward accomplishes a major goal outlin d in the Department of Transportation' 
Aviation afety Action Plan for "zero accidents. " 

h FAA s w ath r program impact a broad range of issue , including: 

• lnteragency coordination with the Department of Commerce, ational 
c anic and Atmospheric Administration ational Weather ervice, 

Departm nt of D fense and the Office of the ·ederal oordinator for 
Meteor logy. 

• ertification f aircraft and the training of airmen. 
• The op ration of aircraft in certain w at her condi tions. 
• Airport operations and the impact of braking aircraft on runways du 

weather and the clearance of snow from runways. 



• Impact of weather on air traffic flow/roule management, including 
arrival/departure programs, ground/airborne holding, route flows, and severe 
weather avoidance programs. 

• Collection of weather information and the impact on air traffic control 
operations, procedures, controllers and pilots. 

• Scientific methods of collecting aviation weather informat ion. 
• Weather planning and policy related to the maintenance of FAA-owned 

weather equipment. 
• Acquisition of weather equipment. 
• Aviation weather research and development programs to improve the 

performance of the National Airspace System. 

"We've worked aggressively with industry to review FAA weather programs," 
said Associate Administrator for Air Traffic Services Monte R. Belger. "This new 
organization represents a giant step forward toward improving safety and reducing 
delays." 

Comparing fiscal year 1995 to 1994, air traffic operations in the United States 
were up 3 .3 percent while delays were down 9 .5 percent. Seventy-three percent of all 
delays are attributable to weather. 

### 
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0 PILOT TRAI l G RE ORDKEEPI G REQ IREME T 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) aid it would unde11ake an immediate review 

of four recommendations released today by the ational Transportation afety Board T B) on 

pilot training recordkeeping. 

The FAA continues to recognize the importance of pilot training records. The FAA also 

acknowledges that there are privacy issues that must be addressed. As has been previously 

stated the FAA is prepared to work with Congress, the T B and the aviation industry to 

resolve these issues. 

A new dimension to the board's recommendations is the addition of a larger 

governmental function to serve as a clearinghouse for pilot records. The FAA will analyze all of 

the board's recommendations to determine if they are feasible or if there is an equivalent way to 

me t the NT B's int nt. 

### 
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R TIO L FETY T D RD 

Th' Federal viation dmini tration (F /\) toda announced that it has r a sc ed the 

capabilit f I. rael and etherlands ntilles to provid safi ty versight of air carri rs from th se 

countric that op rate to the nited tates. Both countri s were found to comply with 

int rnational safety standards. 

The a essmcnt are not an indication of whether an indi idual for ign caITier i afe or 
un afi . rather they determine whether or not the country has a civil aviation authorit in place 
and the xt nt to which that authority ensure that operational and safety proc <lures are 
maintain d by it air carriers. 

The fo u of the F AA's foreign asses ment program i on countries, not individual 
carrier fr m that country. And these countries are as essed for their adherence to I AO' 
aviation safety standards not FAA regulations. !CA is the international ivil Aviation 

rganization. 

Travelers may call 1-800-FAA- URE (1-800-322-787"') to obtain a summary statement 
about wh ther a foreign country has been ass ssed and the r suits, if availabl . 

ountries whose air carri rs fly to the nited tates must adhere to the safety guidelin s 
ofICAO, the nited ation's technical agency for aviation which establishes international 
standard and recommended practices for aircraft operations and maintenance. 

Th FAA. with the cooperation of the host country, only assesses countrie whose airlines 
have op rating rights to or from the United tates, or have r quested such rights. 

pecifically, the FAA determines whether a country ha an adequate infrastructure for 
international aviation afety oversight as defined by the I A standard . The basic elements 
that the FAA considers necessary include: 1) laws enabling the appropriate government office to 
adopt regulations nece sary to meet the minimum requ irements ofl AO: 2) current regulations 
that me t those requirement ; 3) procedures to caITy out the regulatory requirements; 4) air 
carrier rtification. routine inspection, and surveillance programs. and 5) organizational and 
p r onnel resource to implement and enforce the abov 

-more-
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The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these countries at the time of the 

assessment: does comply with lCAO standards, conditional, and does not comply with JCAO 
standards. 

• Category I, Does Comply with ICAO Standards: A country's civil aviation authority has 
been assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to license and oversee air carriers in 
accordance with lCAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category II, Conditional: A cow1try's civil aviation authority in which FAA inspectors 
found areas that did not meet ICAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating 
actively with the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, 
limited operations by this country's air carriers to the U.S. are permitted under heightened 
PAA operations inspections and surveillance. 

• Category III, Does Not Comply with ICAO Standards: A country's civil aviation 
authority found not to meet ICAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings 
apply if the civil aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in 
accordance with ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or 
oversee civil aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and 
enforce air carrier operations requirements; if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to 
certify, oversee and enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately 
trained inspector personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier 
from a country that has received a Category III rating are not permitted unless they arrange to 
have their flights conducted with a duly authorized and properly supervised foreign air carrier -
appropriately certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted countries with less than acceptable ratings by providing technical 
expertise, assistance with inspections, and training courses. The FAA hopes to work with other 
countries through ICAO to address non-compliance with international aviation safety oversight 
standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they 
are completed. First announced in September 1994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA 
program to complete initial assessments, by lhe end of I 996, of all countries with air carriers that 
operate to the United States by the end of 1996. 

### 
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ontact: Larr W t 
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REFORM 

Federal A iation Administrator David R. Hin on and Deputy dministrator Linda 
I Iall Daschle aid today that the Federal viation Administration A) i very 
encouraged by th enat ommerce cienc and Transportation ommitte pas age 
of the Mc ain/Ford/Hollings FA Reform Bill ( . 12 9). 

' B its decisive action today the ommitt has endorsed I gi lation that will 
help to en ure the future afety and ffici ncy f U . . aviation,' Hin on said . 'In an 
extraordinary bipartisan effort, nator John c ain Wendell Ford and rnesl Hollings 
and their staffs ha e crafted com pr hensive legislation that ill provide the FA with 
fundam ntal changes in thre critical ar as: financing, procurement and personnel. 

' It s a great day for the men and women of the FAA and a tr m ndous show of 
support for the out tandingjob they do 24 hour per day, 365 days per year,' DaschJe 
said . 

U .. aviation is growing at an unprecedented rate. By 2002, mor than 800 
million passengers per year will be flying on U .. air carriers, a 35 percent increase over 
1995. M anwhile, current congressional budget projections show the FAA s budget 
decreasing during the sam six year to 14 percent below last years level. For the FAA 
to continue to fulfill its mi sion and meet its responsibilities the agency must have the 
r sources and flexibility neces ary to do the job. 

' We need predictable financing that increases a the work load grow • treamlined 
pr curement proc es that allow us to keep pace with rapidly changing technology; and 
more flexibl p rs nnel rule to help u manage a highly skilled work force and to hire 
and place p ople hen and where we need them most " Hins n said . 

Hinson and Daschl said the Mc ain/Ford/Holling bill is the only proposal 
currently being considered by Congress that adequately addr ses all three of the AA's 
critical needs. 

### 
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, ADMI I TRATOR 
TRATIO 

WlTH 
ETY BOARD HEARI G 

T ◄ R PITT BURGH, P , 
MBER 8, 1994 

The ederal v1atton dministration (F ) will continue it efforts, in working with all 
elem nt of the aviation indu tr to determine, hy U Air flight #427 era hed in Aliquippa, Pa., 
near Pitt burgh on pt mber 8, 1994. 

hortly aft r the accident occurred the FAA launched one of th mo t thorough 
inve tigations ever undertaken of an aircraft flight control sy tern. lt was an traordinary ffort 
to determine if there were any design flaws in the Boeing 737 that may have contributed to the 
accident. An objective team of experts supported by a ational Transportation afety Board · 

T B) aviation safety investigator worked for five months to review the flight control design 
ands rvic history of all models of the 8737 aircraft. 

While no de ign Oaws w re found the nine-member team produced new 
recomm ndations many of which concern safety enhancements to de ign features and 
procedures, although none require immediate corrective action. 

As safety is the F 's first priority the agency will continue to contribute t the Air 
#427 accident investigation pr cess. he AA will also participate in th T B' additional 
hearings b ginning today. 

Meanwhile the FAA is conducting an indepth rulemaking effort on equipping all 737s 
with enhanced flight data r carders DRs in re ponse to a recommendation from the T B. 

he FAA agrees with the board that aircraft should b quipped with the upgraded FD Rs and is 
now engaged in d termining hov this can be done without substantial airplane groundings and 
extra rdinarily high costs. 

### 
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ontact : urtis Au tin 

Tel. : (202) 267-3479 

7 7 FLIGHT O TROL Y TEM RE IE\i 

In ct ber 1994, the ederal Aviation Administrati n (FAA) launched one of 
the m t th rough inv stigation ver undertaken of an aircraft night control sy tern in 
an effort to determine if there were any de ign tlaw in the Boeing 737 that may have 
c mributed to the eptember 8, 1994 crash of Air Bo ing 737- 00, light 427 near 
Aliquippa. Pa., or the March 31, 1991 era h of a United Airlines Boeing 737-200 in 

olorad prings, olo. The following i an overview of what pr mpled the AA 
review and a highlight f some of the review team' findin.::, . 

Within two week of the Aliquippa accident , an AA pilot h ving acce co data 
about lhe crash , u ed a imulator to recr ate the scenario. Hi re-creation prompted 
question about the aileron authority of the 737 . hi specifically launch d efforts to 
tart the critical de ign review of the 737 . However, the F A already had begun -­

and has never topp d -- initiatives to hed further light on the two 737 accidents . 

The report found no de ign flaw in the 737 flight control y tern that could 
have caused either of the two 737 accident that prompted the review. A nine-member 
team composed of engineers and airworthine inspector from the AA and other 
government agencie , including the ational Tran portation afety Board ( T B) 
worked for more than five month on the review and ubmitted a report containing 27 
recommendations to improve the aircraft' margin of afety . The FAA now ha 
ongoing action to addres the recommendation . 

The tudy ntitled "B737 light Control Critical De ign Review,' wa a 
comprehen ive review of the aircraft' flight control ystem . To en ure that every 
a pect of the flight control system was considered , the FAA looked both within and 
outside th agency in a embling the team. T am members included FAA official , a 
member of the U. . Air Force and a representative from Transport Canada. 

-- m re •· 



In addition, the agency stipulated that no one who was involved in the 737 
certification process could be a member of the review team. This was done to ensure 
that no aspect was overlooked. Someone familiar with the aircraft, FAA officia ls 
reasoned, might dismiss reviewing certain aspects of the aircraft, based on prior 
knowledge of the aircraft anc.l reasonable certainty that some particular aspect of the 
aircrafl presented no problems. 

The review team was given a complete introduction and review of the 737. 
They met with Boeing design staff; observed the aircraft being assembled on the 
production line; traced components used in maintenance and repair; and talked with 
component manufacturers, suppliers, Boeing design and maintenance officials, and 
airline representatives. 

During the five-month investigation, the FAA team examined every accident 
and incident report available on all models of the 737. The review team was tasked 
with examining every possible aspect of the flight control system that could have 
contr ibuted 10 the two accidents -- even if some possibilities seemed unlikely. 

The study concludes that the Boeing 737 is in compliance with PAA 
airworthiness requirements. 

### 



Washington, D.C. 
PA 175- 5 

ConlacL : uni u tin 
I. : (2Q_) 267-3479 

TATEM TO FLIGHT DATA RE ORD R 

he FA called n indu tr to begin relfofilting B ing 737 air rafl 
with upgraded n v luntary ba is to improve fety and minimize c t at the 
same time. he ➔ i conducting an in-depth rulcmaking en rt in re p n e to the 

T B s r ommendati n .. We have developed an aggressiv campaign -- working 
vigorou ly with the TSB and the aviati n community -- to addre DR-related 
matters . i.ted below i a thumbnail ketch of our ag n y· R-related ffort to 
date . 

• pril 19, 1995: Anthony J . Broderick, the FA ' Associate Administrator for 
Regulaci n and dministration, endorses the T B call for improved flight data 
rec rder • n comm rcial plane and urge airline t tart upgrading th ir 
equipm nt with ut waiting for new g vernment regulati n . r deri k, however, 
termed the T B' r quest that the new recorder be in call d in all B eing 737' 
by the end of the year an "aggre ive schedule" and ugge ted chat more tlexibility 
might be needed on timing. He noted that the F A i bound by federal law to 
consider the concerns of those in the commercial airline indu cry about houldering 
additional co t . Brod rick aid the co t per pa enger for purring the recorder in 
exi tine plane would only amount to 7 cent to 15 c nt p r ticket, d pending on 
the final co t and how many year it takes t upgrade all of the nation ' 4,500 
commercial airplan . 

• April 20 1995: The AA holds a public meeting to hear comment on the TSB 
recommendations to increase parameters on DR . 

• June 15, 1995: ir t meeting of the Aviation Rulemaking Advi ory C mmitte 
working group that the AA had developed with the objective f developing the 
be t p ible elution to the need for upgraded FDR y tern . The committee 
includes indu try repre entatives, a well a the T B' technical staff, who are 
trying collectively to expedite an appropriate DR program for effective and timely 
implementation. 

The FAA ha reviewed public comment and is currenlly considering whether a 
tice of Propo ed Rulemaking i appropriate . 

### 



Washington, O.C. 

APA 176-95 
Comact: Curti u tin 
Tel. : (202 267-3479 

T TEME T 
A IATION RULEMAK G ADVI ORY O ITTEE 

MEETING O NOVEMBER 15 1995 
REGARDING RE OMME DATION O FLIGHT D T RE ORDER 

The ederal Aviation Adrnini tration (FAA) wi he to lhank the Aviation 
Rulemaking Advi ory Committee (ARA ) D r it diligent efforts in pr paring 
recommendation to r vi e and update our regulation on flight data recorder . 

It i this agency ' belief that the quest for zero accident i a hared 
re pon ibility with the entire aviation community . We welc me and appreciat 
ARAC' input a we con ider revising our regulation to provid ~ r the collection of 
additional infi rmation by requiring the upgrading of recorder capabilitie in mo t 
tran port aircraft. 

A we tated April 20, 1995 in our flight data recorder public meeting. 
airplane have become more sophi ticated and a ur level of afi ty ha improved, the 
cau e of accident ha often become more and more elu ive . We need a many piece 
of informati n a p ible, not only to help u b tter und r tand the cause of accident , 
but to u e data from incident to help u better understand how to pr vent accidents. 
Enhanced flight data recorder -- with additional parameter -- provide u with the tools 
to do ju t that. 

We are aware that the ational Tran portation afety Board ' ( T B) 
recommendation that the AA require operators to retrofit certain airplane currently in 
operation, or lO outfit newly manufactured aircraft, with enhanced Rs will likely 
increase airline co ts. 

We will carefully con ider ARA recommendation as we explore how --
with ut placing an unrea enable financial burden on the airlines -- we can move 
expeditiously to act up n T B re mm ndation . 
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Washington , D.C. 

F l E DlRE Tl E 0 
,£ T RBO-F J T E GI E 

t\P/\ 177-95 
ontact: ! lenry J. Price 

Tclcphon ·: (202) 267-8 2 I 

The Federal Aviation Administration today issucJ an Airworthiness Directive 

D) t increase the reliability and safety of the Gen ral Electric (G - ) F6 turbo-fan jet 

engine. Th dir ctive will affect 825 engine in service with .. operators, including the 

irbusA300andA3lO Boeing747and767,a well a the cDonnellDouglasD -10 

and MD I l aircraft. 

Today 's AD expands the scop of a previou directi e by increasing the number 
f [ ligh Pressure ompressor Rotor tage 3-9 (HPCR tage 3-9) spools to be inspected 

in F6-45, -50, -80A and -80 2 engines. The spools ar a titanium one-piece 
component that integrates disks and supports blades that compress air as it goes through 
the engine. 

The AD requires initial and repetitive ultrasonic and electro-magnetic testing -­
non-destructive inspection techn iques -- to inspect for cracks in the spools. It also calls 
for removal from service prior to further flight spools that equal or exceed GE service 
criteria. 

A ational Transportation afety Board (NT B) investigation of an incident in 
April involving a D -10 found that cracking in the HP R tage 3-9 spool caused an 
uncontained failure of one of the aircraft's E F6 engines. 

In August the T B issued two recommendations relating to inspection of the 
engines. The FAA responded to the board ' s first recommendation in eptember through 
a directive to operators that requires a more detailed fluorescent penetrant inspection 
process for the nine spools. Today's AD addresses the recommendation by the NT B to 
require repeated inspections of the spools. 



Washington, D.C. 

APA 17 -95 
onta c· Kay Templeton arvey 

Tel. : 202) 267- 88 

TAT M T 

TIO T TATIO AF TY BO RD 
T O MB R 28, 1995 

REGARD G OF A VIA TIO FETY L KA 

The ederal Aviation Administration FAA) said it would begin an immediate 

review of safety recommendations made today by the National Transportation afety 

Board (NT B) in connection with its special study of aviation safety in Alaska du~g the 

winter of 1994-95. 

Reiterating that safety is its first priority, the FAA said it will review fully the 
SB recommendations. The FAA will provide responses to the T B in a timely 

fashion. 

According to the board, the FAA has responded acceptably to 84 percent of the 
NT B recommendations 

### 



Washington, D.C. 

E 

E ME T OF FOR ◄ JG 

PA 179-95 
Contact: Liz cbl ti 

Tel. : (202) _67 -85_ I 

IO L FETY T D RD 

The ederal viation dministration (FA d Colombia's civil a iation 

authority. giving it a conditional rating after finding area whi h do not meet int rnati nal safet 

tandards. 

he a sment i not an indication of, hether an indi iduaJ foreign carrier is safe or unsafe. 
rather it d termine whether or not the ountry has a civil aviation authority in plac and the extent 
to which that authority n ures that operational and safi ty proc dure are maintain d by it air 
earners. 

Th focu of the AA's for ign assessment program is on countries. not individual carriers 
from that country. And these countries are a e sed for their adherence to ICAO' a iati n safety 
tandards not F regulations. ICA is th International ivil Aviation rganizati n. 

Travel rs may call 1-800- AA- UR (1-800-"22-7873) to obtain a summary tatem nt 
about whether a foreign country has been asses d and the results, if a ai !able. 

ountries whose air carrier fly to th United tates must adhere to the afety guidelines of 
0, the United ation's technical agency for aviation which establishe international standards 

and recommended practices for aircraft operations and maintenance. 

The FAA, with th coop ration f the host country only a sesses countri s whose airlines 
hav perating right to or from the United tate or have requ ted such rights. 

peci fically, the FAA determines whether a country has an adequate infra tructur for 
int mational aviation saf ty av rsight as defined by the I AO standard . The ba ic element that 
th FAA consider necessary include: I) laws enabling the appropriate government ffice t adopt 
regulations nece ary t meet the minimum requirement of ICAO· 2) current regulati n that meet 
tho e requirements; 3 procedures to carry out the regulatory requirements : 4) air carrier 
certification routine inspection and surveillanc program and 5) organizational and per nnel 
re ources to implement and enfi rce the abo e. 
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The FAA has established three ratings for the status of these countries at the time of the 
assessment: does comply with lCAO standards. conditional, and does not comply with ICAO 
standards. 

• Category I, Docs Comply with ICAO Standards: A country's civil aviation authority has been 
assessed by FAA inspectors and has been found to I icense and oversee air carriers in accordance 
with !CAO aviation safety standards. 

• Category II, Conditional: A country's civil uviation authority in which FAA inspectors found 
areas that did not meet !CAO aviation safety standards and the FAA is negotiating actively with 
the authority to implement corrective measures. During these negotiations, limited operations 
by this country's air carriers lo the U.S. are permitted under heightened FAA operations 
inspections and surveillance. 

• Category Ill, Docs ot omply with lCAO ta nclards: A country's c ivil aviation authority 
found not to meet lCAO standards for aviation oversight. Unacceptable ratings apply if the civi l 
aviation authority has not developed or implemented laws or regulations in accordance with 
ICAO standards; if it lacks the technical expertise or resources to license or oversee c ivi l 
aviation; if it lacks the flight operations capability to certify, oversee and enforce air carrier 
operations requirements: if it lacks the aircraft maintenance capability to certify. oversee and 
enforce air carrier maintenance requirements; or if it lacks appropriately trained inspector 
personnel required by ICAO standards. Operations to the U.S. by a carrier from a country that 
has received a Category lil rating are not permitted unless they arrange to have their flights 
conducted with a duly authorized and properly supervised foreign air carrier appropriately 
certified from a country meeting international aviation safety standards. 

The FAA has assisted cow1tries with less than acceptable ratings by providing technical 
expertise, assistance with inspections. and training courses. The FAA hopes to work with other 
countries through !CAO to address non-compliance with international aviation safety oversight 
standards. 

The FAA will continue to release the results of safety assessments to the public as they are 
completed. First announced in September I 994, the ratings are part of an ongoing FAA program to 
complete initial assessments. by the end of 1996, of all countries with air carriers that operate to the 
United States by the end of 1996. 

### 



Washington, D.C. 

FAA DI CO TINUES FUNDING OF AIR TRAFFIC 

APA 180-95 
Contact: Jeffrey Thal 
Tel. : (202) 267-7344 

CO TROL SERVICES AT SEVE LOW ACTIVITY AIRPORTS 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today announced that it will 

discontinue funding for air traffic control services at even low-activity control towers 

after December 31 . The decision was made after exhaustive benefit/cost evaluations 

determined that air traffic activity level fall below the FAA's criteria for continued 

fu nding. 

'This was a difficult decision, but a necessary one. In a time of declining 
budget , the AA mu t spend its money wisely, " said FAA Administrator David R. 
Hinson. "We can ' t afford to operate control towers where there isn't enough air traffic 
to justify it. 

We will , however , continue to work with the municipalities should they decide 
to operate control towers them elve , ' said Hinson. "Currently , about 35 cities 
throughout the United States operate their own non-federal tower , because 
communities find it in their local interest to provide air traffic control services . ' 

The action will affect towers at: Wheeling-Ohio County (W . Va. ); Shreveport 
(La .) Downtown; Monroe County (Bloomington, Ind.); Delaware County (Muncie 
Ind.); Lake Tahoe (Cal.); Greenbriar Valley (Lewisburg, W. Va); and Cape Girardeau 
(Mo .) Municipal. 

The decision to end funding for the seven control towers wa made on1y after 
extensive studies of air traffic activity over the last 20 months and forecasts of future 
activity. Since 1992, the FAA has conducted annual benefit/cost tudies of every 
control tower. The latest evaluation indicates that these seven airports do not meet the 
FAA 's minimum benefit/cost requirements. 

- more -



Approximately 30 FAA air traffic controllers and managers will be reass igned 
to meet the increasing demands at towers that need more controllers. Additionally, the 
FAA will work with any of the municipalities in order to help them maintain local air 
traffic control service should they choose to continue to operate their tower. 

The benefit/cost analysis compares the present dollar value of tower benefits at 
an airport with the present dollar value of operating costs, computed over a 15-year 
time frame . Budget pennitting, a location is eligible for federal funding when the 
benefit/cost ratio meets or exceeds established FAA criteria. The ratio of each of the 
seven towers fell at least 20 percent below the FAA's criteria for continued funding. 

There are approximately 35 privately funded and operated air traffic control 
towers in the United States. Air traffic services provided by these towers are similar to 
those provided by FAA-staffed towers, and the FAA certifies the controllers at these 
locations. Privately-operated towers at low-activity locations have been providing safe 
and effective visual flight rules (VFR) service for more than 50 years . 
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Washington, D.C. 

I DU TR 
TO HOLD 

WHO: 

WH T: 

WHE: 

WHERE: 

WHAT: 

APA I 1-95 
ontacl: Alison Duquette 

rclc.: (202) 267-8521 

MEDI ADVI ORY 

D GO ER ME T 
FETY 1 ITI TI E RE 1 W 

. . ecretary of Tran portation Federico Pena and Federal Aviation 
dmini tration dmini trator Da id R. Hin on 

iation afety Initiative Re ie, : a two-day meeting of 300 aviation 
safety exp rts to re iew the safet action plan adopted at last January's 
nationwide viation afi ty ummit, evaluate the safety accomplishments 

f the past year and set th aviation safety agenda for 1996. ecretary 
Pena will take part in safety workshops on the first day of the conference; 
Administrator Hin on will join the working groups on the second day. 

December 6-7, 1995 

Hyatt Regency Hot I 
500 Poydras at Loyola A venue 

e Orleans, LA 
Phone: 504/561-1234 

ecretary Peiia' peech: 9:00 a.m., December 6 

Media availability immediately follows with ecretary Pena, FAA 
Assistant Administrator for ystem afety hristopher Hart and 
representatives of the Air Transport Association the Regional Airlines 
Association and the Air Line Pilots Association. 

Report and recommendations 
from afety worksh p : 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m., Dec mb r 7 

dmini trator Hin on' -remark . • :0 -p.m., December7 - - • • • • 

cdia vailabili : 5:00 p.m.-- :30 p.m., D c mb r 7 




