

















“More flights mean more accidents, unless safety grows at a rate that matches or
exceeds the growth in air traffic,” said Hinson, who noted that a recent Boeing study
showed that projected growth in air travel would cause the number of airline accidents
worldwide to double within 20 years at today's accident rate. “We must constantly

rethink our approach to accident prevention. The only acceptable goal for aviation safety
is zero accidents — 100 percent safety.”

Much of the future growth in air travel will be international, Hinson said, noting
that travel between the United States and the rest of the world last year grew by 5 percent.
Travel between the United States and Latin America increased 9 percent, much faster
than the 5.5 percent that had been predicted, while travel to and from Asia grew 7
percent, also well above the forecast. He said the FAA is working closely with 97 other
civil aviation authorities around the world to achieve uniform standards of safety.

“There is very little the FAA does any more that does not have some international
involvement,” Hinson said. “For commercial aviation, the distinctions between local and

global priorities are becoming increasingly blurred. No country. no national carrier, can
risk being isolated.”

Hinson said one of the most promising new initiatives for air safety is an
agreement reached at last January’s Aviation Safety Conference, which will allow the
FAA to analyze a wide spectrum of data collected by the airlines as part of their new
Flight Operations Quality Assurance programs. He said that agreement eventually may
lead to a comprehensive international data exchange, which would make safety data
instantly available, on-line, to aviation professionals anywhere in the world.

For these and other critical initiatives to succeed, Hinson said, the FAA must have
the resources and flexibility to plan and carry out long-term strategies. The realities of
the federal budget process leave no question that fundamental changes in FAA financing,
personnel and procurement are essential for the agency to meet its future responsibilities
to the American people, whether they are traveling domestically or abroad.

“Unless we can close the gap between the what we need to do our job and what
Congress seems ready to provide, the cost of flying will continue to go up, the quality of
service will decline, and the United States’ long-standing role as the world leader in
aviation may be undermined.”
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from last year’s funding levels could require the agency to reduce its level of service
significantly. Hinson expressed hope that proposed reforms will include funding
mechanisms that would give the FAA the financial flexibility it needs.

Hinson also reiterated the agency’s commitment to the goal of “zero accidents”
that resulted from an unprecedented safety summit the FAA held with more than 1,000
representatives from the aviation industry last January.

“"This won’t be an easy task,” Hinson said. “Achieving zero defects in an
environment dominated by limited resources, increased competition and
globalization, steadily evolving technology, and a virtual doubling in the demand
for air services within the next 20 years will be a challenge all of us will be hard-
pressed to meet.”
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“With enough data on routine operations, we could establish statistically valid norms of’
safe performance and quantify the risk associated with ordinary flights,” Hinson said. “*We could
pinpoint those circumstances that place a plane and its passengers in jeopardy.”

Although Hinson did not give a timetable for implementing the International Data
Exchange, he.said the FAA is taking the lead in planning the basic design of the network. He
asserted that the venture will require very broad participation at the international level. because
50 percent of flights worldwide are in countries other than the United States.

“This isn’t something the FAA can or should do on its own,” Hinson said. “In fact.
we may even find this is a task better suited to the private sector.”

Hinson told the safety group he believes two major issues must be resolved before an
operational feedback process can succeed. Companies and individuals must be confident that
their reports will not be used as the basis for adverse FAA action against them. There also must
be a guarantee of confidentiality that cannot be breached.
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