
FAA Statement on Hiring Fired PATCO Controllers 

October 12, 1994 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) supports President Clinton's 
decision to allow former controllers to apply for jobs at the agency. Up until August 
1993, controllers fired in 1981 by then-President Reagan, were barred from working 
for the FAA. 

The FAA expects to hire a small number of former PA TCO controllers by the 
end of the year, with potentially more to be added in furure years. Hiring will be 
limited because of few controller vacancies, tight federal budgets and a relatively young 
controller workforce that has low turnover and attrition rates. Almost 80 percent of the 
current controller workforce has been hired since 1981 and most will not be eligible to 
retire until after the year 2006. 

Under the president's order, fired controllers were allowed to apply for 
controller jobs during a 45-day recruitment period that ended October 15 last year. 
Since then, the agency has established a register of controller candidates who want their 
jobs back. 

Former controllers applied for positions under the same rules as other 
applicants . They have to meet government wide job qualifications and are being 
considered along with applicants from other sources including those who have passed 
the air traffic civil service exam, student employment programs, current FAA 
employees and certain military controllers. 

Immediately after the August 1981 strike, fired controllers were barred from 
employment in all federal agencies. That ban was modified in December 1981 , 
allowing fired controllers to apply for federal jobs outside of those in the FAA and 
certain related positions in the Defense and Treasury departments . 

After the strike, the agency rebuilt the air traffic control workforce. For the 
past several years , the FAA has maintained an appropriately-staffed air traffic control 
system of highly-trained and skilled controllers . 

As of the end of August, the controller workforce numbered 17,547 including 
13,169 fu ll-performance-level controllers. 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday October 12 1994 Contact: Pat Cariseo 

Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

PUBLIC MEETING ET FOR OCT. 21 TO DISCU FAA RULE 
THAT LIMIT FLIGHT AT KE EDY AND LAGUARDIA AIRPORTS 

Two meetings designed to obtain public comment on th "high density rule that 

limits air traffic at Kennedy and La uardia airports will b held on Friday, Oct. 21. 

The meetings will be h Id from 12 noon to 4 p.m. and fr m 6 lo 8 p.m. at the 
Marriott-LaGuardia Airport, I 02-05 Ditmars Bl d. , asl Elmhurst. 

The "high den ity rule " commonJy known as the "sl t rule" i a 25- ear-old 
regulation that limit hourly scheduled takeoffs and landings at four of the nation ' mo t 
congested airport -- ew York' La iuardia and Kenn d . hicago 'I !are and 
Wa hington ati nal. 

Evaluating the rule is part of the I in ton Administrati n' lnitiativc to Promote a 
. tr ng ompctiti e A iation Indu tr , which, as announced in January . It, as al o a 
re ommendation made last year by the ational ommis ion to En ure a trong 

mp titive Airline lndu try . 

The study, expected to b completed in ovember, will b a thorough 
examination of the slot rule to asses airline capacity, competition fares and service 
patterns at the four airports. It will al o evaluate the ru le's economic, operational and 
environmental impacts including th way domestic and international slot are allocated, 
and will con ider altcrnati e traffic management technique . 

The high density rule was c tablishcd in 1969 a a temporary measure to r lie c 
cong tion, r duce delay and manage the workload of air traffic con troll r . Although 
method of allocating and tran ferring slots have been revised o er th years and a 
national stem for contr !ling aircraft How is in use the basic rul remai n largely 
unchanged. An future hang to the rule would require rulemaking accompanied by a 
full public proceeding.. In the ca, c of ational irport, legislati e change ould be 
required . 

- more -
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Requests to present statements at the meetings should be sent to Cindy Herman, 
FAA Office of Rulemaking, (202) 267-7627. For more information on the study, contact 
Larry Barry, FAA, Policy and Planning, (202) 267-3305. 

Those who are not able to attend the public meetings are encouraged to send 
comments by Nov. 23 in triplicate to: Federal Aviation Administration, Office of Chief 
Counsel, Attention Rules Docket (AGC-200), Docket No. 27664, 800 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591. 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday , October 18, 1994 

FAA TO REVISE REQUIREME T FOR AIRMAN'S 
THIRD-CLASS MEDICAL CERTIFICATE 

Contact: Liz Neblett 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

In a move to cut regulatory burden and save taxpayers' money, the Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) today announced plans to lengthen the validity period for third-class 

airman medical certificates for many private, recreational and student pilots. 

"Proposed changes in the certificate process will provide regulatory and economic 
relief to many airmen without diminishing aviation safety," Dr. Jon Jordan, the Federal Air 
Surgeon, said . 

In addition, the FAA plans a comprehensive revision of airman medical standards and 
certification procedures to better provide for safety in the national aviation system. Revision 
will reflect current medical knowledge, technology, and practice. They are based largely on 
recommendations of a panel of medical experts. Many of the recommendations reflect what is 
already agency policy . 

The FAA proposed to lengthen the validity period for third-class airman medical 
certificates from two to three years for everyone under 40 years of age. Medical validity 
period for pilots between the ages of 40 and 69 will remain at two years. Those 70 and over 
will be required to be examined each year. 

The action follows numerous periods of public comment and petitions seeking changes 
in standards including the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA), which asked for 
36-month intervals for medical examinations. The FAA asked Johns Hopkins University to 
prepare a detailed statistical analysis of information FAA had collected on approximately 
31,000 air traffic controllers over a 15-year period . The study sample was comparable to the 
private pilot population and the tests were similar to airman medical examinations. 

The proposed changes to the medical standards involve vision, hearing, mental , 
neurologic and cardiovascular requirements and the scope of examination, Jordan said . 

The FAA also soon plans to publish for comment in the Federal Register a report by 
outside medical specialists on the issue of medical certification for diabetic pilots who use 
insulin. 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, October 18, 1994 Contact: Patrice Allen-Gifford 

Tel.: (202) 287-7038 

JOINT GOVERNMENT-INDUSTRY PROGRAM DEMONSTRATES 
THAT AIRCRAFr CAN LAND WITH SATELLITE GUIDANCE 

In tests conducted over the past two weeks, a commercial airliner successfully 

completed more than 100 automatic landings using signals from satellites orbiting 11,000 

miles above the earth. These tests demonstrate that with proper technical augmentation 

of aircraft position information from satellites, the U.S. Global Positioning System (GPS) 

can meet civil aviation's most stringent requirements for navigation, approach and 

precision landing. 

The system represents a significant achievement in the ongoing refinement of 
GPS for civil use. It was developed by Stanford University students as part of a NASA 
research contract in cooperation with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The 
FAA is working with two major airlines - United and cargo-canying UPS. The carriers 
are flying their own aircraft under different conditions. 

Toe United tests began Oct. 7 in conjunction with NASA's Ames Research Center 
and Stanford. United successfully completed 100 automatic landings at Crows Landing, 
Ca., using a 737-300. 

On Oct. 23, UPS is scheduled to begin tests using techniques developed by Ohio 
University at Athens. UPS will use a 757-200 to conduct test flights at the FAA 
Technical Center, Atlantic City, N.J. 

"In the past, development and testing of new navigation systems would have been 
government's sole responsibility," said FAA Administrator David R. Hinson. "By 
contrast, we are working hand-in-hand with our industry customers and visionary 
researchers to achieve the safest, most efficient and most technically advanced navigation 
system in the world. It is a partnership that benefits the entire aviation industry." 

- more -
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The technology used to augment the basic GPS signal is known as an integrity 
beacon GPS landing system, nicknamed "Pathfinder" by Stfillford. Because the basic 
GPS signal provides accuracy to within 100 meters horizontal and 140 meters vertical 
guidance, greater precision is needed to land planes. In addition to a GPS roof-mounted 
antenna -- mounted on top of the airplane-- the system calls for another antenna mounted 
under the airplane that picks up signals from two ground based pseudo-GPS satellites -
or pseudolite marker beacons - which operate on low power so their signals do not 
interfere with space-based signals. The two pseudolites, plus a reference station, provide 
additional information to the plane's onboard OPS receiver. When this receiver is 
coupled to the autopilot, the plane is guided for approach and landing with centimeter 
accuracy. 

The FAA's goal in conducting the tests is to prove the ability of GPS to provide 
guidance for all weather landings using a variety of aircraft types. Tests of Stanford's 
integrity beacon system to support a Category Ill approach using the FAA's King Air 
airplane were successfully flown in August, with some of the flights piloted by Hinson. 
Ohio University demonstrated similar capability last year at NASA's Langley's Wallops 
Island Research Center. 

GPS is a constellation of 24 satellites operated by the Deparnnent of Defense in 
orbit 11,000 miles above the earth. The satellites emit continuous radio signals. When 
signals from at least four satellites are picked up by a receiver on board an aircraft, the 
receiver is able to calculate the plane's position to within 100 meters. 

In June, the FAA issued a request for proposal to industry to build a Wide Area 
Augmentation System (WAAS). WAAS would provide the necessary information for 
any OPS-equipped airplane to conduct a Category l precision approach. For approach 
and landing in Category II and Ill condition, a locally based correction, such as those 
developed by Stanford and Ohio University, is required. 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, October 18, 1994 Contact: Marcia Adams 

Tel: (202) 267-8521 

LESS THAN 1 PERCENT OF AVIATION INDUSTRY EMPLOYEES 
TEST POSITIVE FOR ILLEGAL DRUGS, FAA REPORT SHOWS 

Drug testing by the private sector aviation industry shows that less than one percent 

of employees and job applicants tested positive for illegal drugs last year, the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA) reported today. This is the fourth year of industry-wide 

mandate drug testing and the fourth year the results have been below one percent. 

"The continued success with the drug testing program shows that the aviation 
community is committed to ensuring that drug use is not a part of aviation. The use of 
drugs by employees or applicants in safety-related positions will not be tolerated, ' FAA 
Administrator David R. Hinson said. 

In 1993, aviation companies conducted 268,809 drug tests on employees and 
applicants for safety-related jobs. Of these, 2,193 or 0.82 percent tested positive. Pre­
employment drug testing accounted for 81,517 tests, resulting in 1,096 positive fmdings, or 
50 percent of all positive findings. Even though more tests were conducted in 1993 than in 
1992, the positive rates still remained under one percent. 

The positive results were among employees and applicants in the following jobs: 
1,370 aircraft maintenance, 592 security screeners, 141 flight attendants, 68 aircraft 
dispatchers, 21 flight crew personnel, and 1 non- FAA air traffic controller. Employees or 
applicants who test positive for illegal drugs are removed from or not hired for safety­
related jobs. 

Random testing accounted for 960 positive findings out of 182,482 tests, or 0.53 
percent. The random positive rate declined slightly this year from the previous two years' 
rate of 0.72 percent. 

-more-
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The drugs used in the 2,193 positive results were: marijuana (1 ,220); cocaine (850); 
amphetamines (159), opiates (98), and phencyclidine (31). Due to multiple drug use by 
some individuals, the number of positives by drug type exceeds the number of persons who 
tested positive. 

The results are based on reports from over 4,700 aviation companies which employ 
approximately 352,000 employees covered by the antidrug regulations. 

The attached table summarizes the 1993 aviation industry drug testing results. 
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1993 AVIATION INDUSTRY DRUG TEST RFSCJLTS 

29,554 
132 

123,719 
72 

186 
1,431 

155,094 

0 
299 

0 

13,401 81,517 
553 931 

18,084 182.482 
110 343 
63 114 14 377 

129 1,513 86 3,159 
32,340 45,934 35,441 268,809 

··, ·2.' *· ., ·--~~NW-
68 267 655 1,096 

2 12 0 14 
100 443 118 960 

0 0 0 0 
5 8 13 3 29 

R~RN ·· 21 5 s1 5 94 
T·O~L • 437 183 792 781 2,193 

~.:t,:;\I · .. TEGORY-: :;;<.·':-,:: ... :.::;:.: ......... Yt .. :.\. ,, 
,..r. ~·•...-. ·~·-· ,_.,. ...... ·.:::·::.;.:-.... '.• 

r, 1(,1-{T . _::' • 8 
,...,.. l ",:,:...END" •• f'-i-S . ·-·~,~iit:;,. -/,.,~,,,. 133 

1n 1 M.l ' I -:~~b ," ,.,,./@p,.:,·•·i,:;f'.;N 
GHT INSTRUCTOii§M>~-,::, ->::::,?-: • 0 

1 -~« JC;Elllf ~~.,.~ s~ 
217 

26 
0 

437 

190 
6 
0 

31 
457 

12 
8 
0 
0 

13 
135 

15 
0 

183 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

791 
0 
0 

792 

0 
0 
0 
0 
2 

227 
551 

1 
781 

21 
141 

0 
0 

68 
1,370 

592 
1 

2,193 

~~'·.A·~--
124 468 398 1,220 
53 280 327 850 

2 30 60 98 
0 5 26 31 

14 
193 

57 
840 

57 
868 

159 
2,358 

Part 121 includes domestic, flag and supplemental air carriers and commercial opcralors of large aircraft.. 
Part 135 include air laxi and commercial operators. 
Pitrt 145 incudcs FM-approved repair stallon . 
All Others includes aircraft maintenance and screening contractors. sightseeing operators and non-FAA/non-military 
A.. T facil ities 



Washington, D.C . 
.. 

,. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, October 18, 1994 

FAA ISSUES NEW COMPREHENSIVE 
A VIATIO SAFETY REPORT 

Contact: Pat Cariseo 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today issued its first comprehensive 

look at factors that impact aviation safety, a report that shows a continuing trend of 

improved air safety through June 1994. The annual report is the result of a goal set by 

the agency several years ago to refine and expand its aviation safety analysis. 

The agency's Aviation System Indicators Report analyzes 35 benchmarks, a 
wide range of data including accident rates, pilot and controller errors and airline 
profits and losses. 

"This report is a valuable tool for the FAA and the entire aviation industry 
because it gives a clear picture of the aviation system's performance - what has 
improved, remained the same or needs improvement," said FAA Administrator David 
R. Hinson. 

Most indicators in the report show a continuing improvement in the safety and 
operation of the National Airspace System, including dramatic decreases in commuter 
air carrier accident rates which have declined by more than 50 percent during the past 
two years. 

The report pinpoints 23 aviation system and 12 aviation environment indicators 
which reflect current and past performance. 

System indicators include accident and incident rates for all forms of aviation, 
inspection activity, air traffic control and aviation system reliability and availability 
delays, regulatory compliance, and rates for near mid air collisions, pilot deviations, 
controller error , runway incursions and vehicle-pedestrian deviations . 
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The 12 environmental indicators include economic growth, airline profit and 
loss, passenger forecasts, number of aircraft handled by FAA facilities, total flight 
hours and numbers of airports, airmen, certificate holders and registered aircraft. 

The report is prepared by FAA' s Associate Administrator for Aviation Safety. 
Office of Safety Information and Promotion, ASP-100, FAA 400 Seventh St., S.W., 
Room 2228, Washington, D.C. 20590. 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday October 24, 1994 

Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

PUBLIC MEETING SET FOR NOV. 17 TO DI CUSS FAA RULE 
THAT LIMIT FLIGHTS AT CID CA GO O'HARE AIRPORT 

Two meetings to obtain public comment on the "high density rule" that limits air 

traffic at hicago O'Hare International Airport will be held on Thursday ov. 17. 

The meetings are scheduled from 12 noon to 4 p.m. and from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Holiday Inn O Hare International, 5440 . River Road, Rosemont. 

The "high density rule," commonly known as the 'slot rule " is a 25-year-old 
regulation that limits hourly scheduled takeoffs and landings at four of the nation's most 
congested airports -- O'Hare ew Yorks LaGuardia and Kennedy and Washington 

ational. Meetings focusing on aGuardia, Kennedy and ational were held on Oct. 19 
and 21. 

valuating th rule is part of the linton Administration's Initiative to romote a 
trong omp titive Aviation Industry, which was announced in January. It was also a 

recommendation made last year by the ational ommission to nsure a trong 
ompetitive Airline Industry. 

he study expected to be completed at the end of this year will be a thorough 
examination of the slot rule to assess airline capacity competition fares and service 
patterns at the four airports. It will also evaluate the rule's economic operational and 
environmental impacts including the way domestic and international slots are allocated 
and will consider alternative traffic management techniques. 

The high density rule was established in 1969 as a temporary measure to relieve 
congestion, reduce delays and manage the workload of air traffic controllers. Although 
methods of allocating and transferring slots have been revised over the years and a 
national system for controlling aircraft flow is in use, the basic rule remains largely 
unchanged. Any futur changes to the rule would require rulemaking accompanied by a 
full public proceeding. In the case of ational Airport, legislative change would be 
required. 

-mor -
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Requests to present statements at the meetings should be sent to Cindy Herman, 
FAA Office ofRulemaking, (202) 267-7627. For more information on the study, contact 
Larry Barry, FAA, Policy and Planning, (202) 267-3305. 

Those who are not able to attend the public meetings are encouraged to send 
comments by Nov. 23 in triplicate. to: Federal Aviation Administration, Office of Chief 
Counsel, Attention Rules Docket (AGC-200), Docket No. 27664, 800 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591. 

### 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November l , 1994 

Contact: Mitch Barker 
(206) 227-1203 

Public Statement on Denver International Airport 

'" i' 1 

The FAA' s Deputy Administrator, Linda H. Daschle, met with officials from the 

city, the county, the airlines and the airport commission to reaffirm the FAA's 

commitment to the Denver International Airport. The agency is working closely with 

these groups to ensure that the public' s interests are served and that the airport open as 

expediently as possible. 

"We are here to help the groups work together," Daschle said. "We are urging all 

parties to exercise due diligence, to continue meeting with each other and to demonstrate 

progress in resolving the issues that face the Denver International Airport. The federal 

government has committed considerable funds to th.is airport, and we are most anxious to 

see it open." 

Daschle' s meetings in Denver took place on November 1. She was joined by the 

FAA's associated administrator for airports, Cynthia Rich. 
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F 
Washington, D.C. 

F 74-94 
ontact: ario To cano 

Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

MALL A D DI ADV TAGED B 
RECEIVE FAA WARD 

ra ·Personnel er ices Inc. a woman-o ned contractor at the ederal iati n 
dmini tration (F ) ha been recognized a an out tanding di advantag d minority 

bu ine by the Department of Transportation (DOT). F Deputy dmini trator Linda 
H. Da chic pre nted the award in a Wa hington D .. , ceremon . honoring th DOT 
di ad antaged minorit bu ine e on October 14. 

' ray Per onnel i known for its out tanding collecti upport of a iation and 
for it l ader hip role in the bu in ar na, ' Da chle aid. 

ray Per onnel is b ing recognized by the for it on-tim , within-co t mail 
r om er ice to th agenc ' Great ak Regional Office ince Dec mber 1992. Th 
a ard cite ray for exc Bence in manag m nt cooperation and quaJit of ervice. 

Located in hicago Ill ., ra also ha a contract with th reat Lake Region for 
l mporar clerical er ice and i in the proce of pro iding the F with data entr 
er ice throughout th region. 

The al o recognized t o other firm , utomation Re earch stem Ltd. , 
and Hilton terns Inc. 

### 



FM 
Washington, D.C. 

AA O TRACK WITH STRATEGI PL 

ontact: iz eblett 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

ACCOMPLI HME T 

·_, A year ago, the FAA announced a cooperative effort that for the fir t time gave 
the aviation industry direct input into th agency s strategic work plan. The indu try 
re ponded that FAA in addition to planning should take action now to help aviation. 
The FAA responded with a list of almost 400 items it would achieve over the next five 
year including 168 in 1994. 

Today, Administrator David R. Hinson announced at a meeting with industry and 
key FAA management that the agency has completed some 90 of these actions, and will 
complete another 40 by year' s end. Along the way, FAA has rolled up some impressive 
achievements. 

' Our strategic plan brings together the needs of the FAA and the aviation 
community," Hinson said. "We are particularly proud of introducing the global 
positioning satellite for domestic and over-ocean navigation. We also slashed our 
regulatory requirement for general aviation breathing some much-needed fresh air into 
that industry." 

Hinson also cited as a key accomplishment progress with the overhaul of the 
Advanced utomated ystem (AA ). 

### 



FOR lMMEDiA TE RELEASE CONT ACT: Sandra Allen 
202 267 3883 
202 267 3333 

STATEMENT 

Nov."·~. 1994 - The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today. issued 
to operators of A TR.-42 and ATR-72 aircraft a Flight Standards Information Bulletin 
soliciting compliance with operating procedures to minimize exposure to potentially 
adverse environmental conditions. 

The policy.states: 

-

1. Holding procedures in icing conditions must be accomplished with flaps 
zero degrees and at an airspeed not less than VMHBO Icing and.preferably 
at a speed equal to ot greater than conservative maneuvering speed for 
the A TR-42 or 175 knots for the ATR-72. 

2. Fo-r all operations in icing conditions, the.propeller RPM must be at or 
above 86 percent. as stated in the Airplane Operating Manual. 

3 . Use of the auto piloi i~ icing con4itions is prohibited. 

4. Pilots should be advised that prolonged Opefl!tions in temp~tures near 
_freezing with visible moisture, ·should be ~voided. Operations in these . 
conditions, orwith vjstl>le ice on,th:e aircraft, may result in asymmetric 
Wllig lift and associated increased aileron forces necessary to maintain 
coordinated flight: 'Whenev~ the aircraft exhibi~-buffet onset,. . · ' • , • 
un~mmanded roll, or unusu~ ,wheel forces, immediately reduce the angle:-. 
of-attack ~d avoid -ex~ve.maneuvering. • • 

•. .¥~o~y,·FAA ~or J?a~~ ~n. has called am~ of key ~nnel frdm • • • : • • 
. , each: opemtor of ATR-42s and/or ATR-72s to stress the importance of complian~.a.Q.d-to • 

. ~ -.A~ operations·~ i~g ~nditlor;as. .. • • I • • • 

· 1-f o fuithef public statements will be made ·at this. time. 

#### 

NOTE to ED: Operators o(ATR.-42-and ATR-72 aircraft inthe Uni~ed States: Trans 
. World Express, Trans States Airlines, Continental Express, Mahalo Air, Atlantic Southeast 

Alrlines~ and operati"ng_ as ~erican Ea~)areFlagship.z Executive and Simmons. 

November 4 , 1994 



Washington, D.C. 

ovember 8, 199'4 
Contact: Pat Cariseo 

(202) 267-8521 

FAA Response to NTSB Urgent Recommendations on A TR Aircraft 

• Toe FAA moved swiftly on Nov. 4 to act on' issues which form the basis of several 
NTSB recommendations. On Nov. 4, the FAA issued new ATR operating procedures to 
minimize potentially adverse weather conditio~. The Flight Stan~ards information bulletin 
advised pilots that during icing conditions, the use of the autopilot is prohibited and special 
procedures must be followed for flap configuration, airspeed, propeller speed and aircraft 
maneuvering. 

• • Additionally, the FAA ·today said it is moving aggressively to talce appropriat~ actions, 
as soon as possible, to B:ddress the NTSB's other Nov. 7 recommendations. 

• As NTSB recommended, the FAA immediately has begun to assemble a special ATR-
42 and 72 certification review team of engineers, test pilots and specialists in aircraft 
perf~rmance. The certification team will analyze the airplane's performance during icing 
conditions and require modifications if necessary. The team will also consider on an urgent basis 
the specific NTSB recommendation that the FAA should prohibit intentional operation of ATR-
42 and 72 aircraft in known or reported icing conditions. 

• Toe FAA aggressively is reviewing the NTSB's recommendations on air traffic control 
procedures to provide expedited service to ATR-42 and 72 aircraft. Implementation is expected 
within the next several days. 

• As earlier announced, FAA will meet this week with operating officials from all US 
airlines that fly the ATR-42 and 72 to stress the importance of compliance with FAA's Nov. 4 
advisory and discuss the operation of the ATR in i~ing conditions. 

• By all measures, the United States is the world's leader in aviation safety and safety is 
the FAA's top priority. 

### 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Nov.14.1994 

CONTACT: 
Liz Neblett 
202 267 8107 

STATEMENT 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today stated its -disagreement with the 
statement rel~. earlier by the·Intemational Airline Passengers ~iation ~A). 

"While we share their concerns for the safety of the· traveling public, we s~ongly 
disagree with the assessment tegardirig the advisability of flying commuter airlines. 
These carriers have aclµeved and have sustained a high level of safety,• said David R. 
Hinson, administrator of the·FAA. "The·traveling public expects one level of safety..:..· 
regardless of aircraft-size:" 

The commuter safety record this year is the best ever. Contrary to information in the . 
IAPA statement, oyer the.past ten years, there has been no sustained trend in·~creases 
in commuter accidents. 

The FAA will continue to take whatever action is appropriate to provide the highest 
possible· degree of safety to the traveling public. In the past several years, ,the FAA has 
adopted new _safety regulations relating to de-icing rules, ground proximity waining· 
equipment, cockpit voice'·and ·flight data recorders, drug_ and al~hol testing, exit · 
seating, and ·otper equipment and: operational requirements. . . . ~ . . 

At p~t,.th~ FAA;has·a9tive projects underway to ~dress additional asi>ects oi. •. 
• commuter ·sarety··and is working to resolye issues related. to-training; flight and duty 

tim~ regulations and o~ting regl:llations. 1 • ,. . , . .• • ' • • 

. Commuter' air~es are an important part of .the 'µnited States aviation system., In 1993, • :.' 
. co·mmuter-.airliiies, o~ abqut 8600 flights each day carrioo a total of nearly 37 Jhlllion . .: .. • . . . .. . . ~ . '. 
passengers. 

. ' 
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FAA News 
JVashington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
ov. 14, 1994 

STATE!vffiNT 

CONTACT 
Drucella Andersen -
202 267 3883 

In response to published reports questioning the safety of USAir, the Fed~ral Aviation 
Administration today stated: 

The FAA will continue to insist that USAir meet the highest standards for safety 
consistent with the F AA's safety regulations. 

IfFAA finds that any carrier, including USAir, is unable or unwilling to perform its 
services with the highest possible degree of safety in the public interest, the FAA would 
prohibit continued operations. 

In addition, when the FAA first learned of financial difficulties encountered by carriers 
in the airline industry, including USAir it increased its oversight of those carriers' 
operating, maintenance and training procedures. At that time, and on a continuing basis, 
the FAA has met with USAir and has identified areas that need improvement. USAir has 
been taking and continues to take actions responsive to the F AA's concerns. 



Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 15 1994 

Contact: Pat Cariseo 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

FAA TO HOLD NOV. 30 PUBLIC MEETING ON PROPOSALS 
TO REROUTE NEW ARK AIRCRAFT TRAFFIC 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today annoW1ced that it will hold a 

public meeting in ew York on Wednesday, ov. 30 to solicit public comment on two 

proposals to reroute aircraft from Newark International Airport. 

The agency said it encourages public officials and citizens to attend the meeting 
which will be held at l :30 p.m., 26 Federal Plaza, Room 305, New York. 

At the listening session, public comment -- both oral and written -- will be taken 
on the "Solberg Mitigation Proposal" which would change routes of some aircraft 
currently flying over Union County, .J., and the New Jersey Citizens Against Aircraft 

oise (NJCAAN) proposal to reroute departing ewark traffic over the oce&n. 

"After analyzing an extremely complicated issue, we believe we have come up 
with the Solberg proposal that would reduce noise for many of the state's residents who 
were-affected by changes the FAA made in 1987,' said Barry Valentine FAA assistant 
administrator for policy, planning and international aviation. 

'Before making any final decisions, we want to give the public the opportunity to 
review this new noise mitigation proposal. We are also releasing FAA's analysis of an 
over-the-ocean routing proposal submitted by the ew Jersey citizens group" Valentine 
said. 

The noise mitigation proposal, the analysis of an over-the-ocean routing proposal 
and sp cific noise levels for every New Jersey census block are all new information 
contained in a ' supplemental" draft environmental impact statement on the Expanded 
~ast Coast Plan (EECP) which the FAA issued ept. 30. 

- more -
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The Solberg proposal, named for the Solberg navigational aid near Readington, 
N .J ., would make several changes to current routing procedures to reduce noise for 
18,755 Union County residents -- approximately 40 percent of the 45,600 people who 
experienced higher noise levels when the EECP was implemented -- without a 
comparable increase in noise for other residents. There would be no noise effects for 
residents living outside of New Jersey. Continuing most of the current EECP routes and 
procedures would benefit 1.46 million New Jersey residents who would experience 
higher noise levels if the EECP were rolled back. 

The EECP, implemented in 1987, was a comprehensive revision of the air route 
structure and air traffic procedures in 19 states and the District of Columbia to increase 
system efficiency and reduce aircraft delays at New York metropolitan airports. More 
than 6,000 aircraft a day use the metropolitan airspace. Its three major airports, Newark; 
Kennedy and LaGuardia, are located within two minutes flying time of each other. 

Although an alternative similar to the NJCAAN proposal was dismissed as not 
operationally feasible in the draft EIS issued last year, the FAA has analyzed the 
NJCAAN proposal in detail because of the extraordinary public interest in it and the use 
of federal funds to prepare the NJCAAN comments. Now, the FAA is asking for public 
comment on its analysis of the proposal. . 

The NJCAAN proposal would move the majority of Newark traffic over Raritan 
Bay, across the Sandy Hook National Recreation Area, and over the Atlantic Ocean 
southward along the New Jersey coast. These route changes would effectively result in all 
Newark departures avoiding flying over the western half of Essex, Union and Middlesex 
counties and all counties to the west. 

Operational modeling revealed that the proposal has substantial safety problems 
and appears not to be operationally feasible because of numerous air traffic conflicts 
throughout the metropolitan area. 

Public comment will be accepted through Nov. 30. Comments on the 
supplemental draft EIS may be hand-delivered or mailed to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, Office of the Chief Counsel, Docket No. 27649, 800 Independence Ave., 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591. 

### 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONT ACT: Sandra Allen 
202 267 3883 
202 267 3333 

STATEMENT 

Nov. 4, 1994 -- The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today issued 
to operators of ATR-42 and ATR-72 aircraft a Flight Standards Information Bulletin 
soliciting compliance with operating procedures to minimize exposure to potentially 
adverse environmental conditions. 

The policy states: 

1. Holding procedures in icing conditions must be accomplished with flaps 
zero degrees and at an airspeed not less than VMHBO Icing and preferably 
at a speed equal to or greater than conservative maneuvering speed for 
the ATR-42 or 175 knots for the ATR-72. 

2. For all operations in icing conditions, the propeller RPM must be at or 
above 86 percent, as stated in the Airplane Operating Manual. 

3. Use of the auto pilot in icing conditions is prohibited. 

4. Pilots should be advised that prolonged operations in temperatures near 
freezing with visible moisture, should be avoided. Operations in these 
conditions, or with visible ice on the aircraft, may result in asymmetric 
wing lift and associated increased aileron forces necessary to maintain 
coordinated flight. Whenever the aircraft exhibits buffet onset, 
uncornmanded roll, or unusual wheel forces, immediately reduce the angle­
of-attack and avoid excessive maneuvering. 

Additionally, FAA Administrator David Hinson has called a meeting of key personnel from 
each operator of ATR-42s and/or A TR-72s to stress the importance of compliance and to 
discuss AIR operations in icing conditions. 

No further public statements will be made at this time. 

#### 

NOTE to ED: Operators of ATR-42 and ATR-72 aircraft in the United States: Trans 
World Express, Trans States Airlines, Continental Express, Mahalo Air, Atlantic Southeast 
Airlines, and operating as American Eagle are Flagship, Executive and Simmons. 



Washington, D.C. 

ovember 8 1994 
ontact: Pat ariseo 

(202) 267-8521 

F Re pons to T B rgent R commendations on R Aircraft 

* h F A mo ed swiftly on ov. 4 to act on is ues which form the basis of e eral 
B recommendation . On ov. 4 the AA i sued new ATR operating procedur s to 

minimize potentially ad er weather conditions. The light tandards information bulletin 
ad i ed pilots that during icing condition the u e of the autopilot is prohibited and pecial 
procedures mu t b followed for flap configuration air pe d propell r sp ed and aircraft 
man u nng. 

* dditionally, the FAA today aid it i mo ing aggressively to take appropriat action , 
a oon as po sible to address the B s other ov. 7 recommendations. 

* Br commended the AA immediately has begun to as mble a special TR-
42 and 72 certification revi w team of engineers test pilots and specialists in aircraft 
p rformance. The c rtification team will analyze the airplane s performanc during icing 

ndition and require modification if nece ary. The team will al o con id r on an urgent basi 
th p cific T r commendation that th F should prohibit intentional op ration of TR-
42 and 72 aircraft in known or reported icing conditions. 

* The F aggressively is reviewing the T B s recommendations on air traffic control 
procedures to provide exp dited service to TR-42 and 72 aircraft. Implementation is expected 
within the next e eraJ da . 

* earlier announced, F will me t this week with op rating officials from all U 
airlin that fl the TR-42 and 72 to stre th importanc of compliance with F o . 4 
ad i ory and discus the op ration of the ATR in icing conditions. 

* By all m a ur the nited tate i th orld leader in a iation ati ty and afety i 
the F top priority. 

### 



o1ashington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Nov. 15, 1994 

STATEMENT 

CONTACT: 
Liz Neblett 
202 267 8107 

FAA RESPONDS TO NTSB RECOMMENDATIONS 

Nov. 15 -- The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today said it agrees with 
each of the National Transportation Safety Board's (NTSB) recommendations on 
commuter safety. 

"We will meet or beat all deadlines," said David R. Hinson, Administrator of the FAA. 
"One level of safety is a top priority of this agency and this Administration." 

The FAA has been working to identify and eliminate differences between regulations 
governing operation of smaller and larger aircraft. Additionally, the FAA will enhance its 
safety oversight in 1995 by increasing its safety workforce nationwide by seven percent. 

The FAA has a major proposal soon to be released that will require pilots of smaller 
commuter planes to receive the same training as pilots oflarger aircraft. 

. 
In the past several years, the FAA has adopted new safety regulations relating to de-icing 
rules, ground proximity warning equipment, cockpit voice and flight data recorders, drug 
and alcohol testing, exit row seating, and other equipment and operational requirements. 

The FAA will continue to take action to provide the highest possible degree of safety to 
the traveling public. "The FAA will work within the Administration and with Congress 
where legislation and increased funding may be necessary," said Linda Hall Daschle, 
Deputy Administrator of the FAA. 

Commuter aircraft operate more than 3 million operations per year, or 8600 departures 
per day. More than 37 million passengers travel safely each year on commuter aircraft. 
Whether traveling on commuter aircraft with 19 seats or a jumbo jet with 319 seats, 
travelers are using the safest form of transportation available. 



FM News 
Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
ovember 15, 1994 

ontact: Pat Cariseo 
Tel.: (202) 267-8521 

FAA TO HOLD NOV. 30 PUBLIC MEETING O PROPOSALS 
TO REROUTE NEW ARK AIRCRAFT TRAFFIC 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today announced that it will hold a 

public meeting in ew York on Wednesday Nov. 30 to solicit public comment on two 

proposals to reroute aircraft from Newark International Airport. 

The agency said it encourages public officials and citizens to attend the meeting 
which will be held at 1 :30 p.m., 26 Federal Plaza, Room 305, ew York. 

At the listening session, public comment -- both oral and written -- will be taken 
on the" olberg Mitigation Proposal'' which would change routes of some aircraft 
currently flying over Union County, N.J., and the New Jersey Citizens Against Aircraft 

oise (NJCAAN) proposal to reroute departing Newark traffic over the ocec\11. 

"After analyzing an extremely complicated issue, we believe we have come up 
with the olberg proposal that would reduce noise for many of the state's residents who 
were-affected by changes the FAA made in 1987, said Barry Valentine FAA assistant 
administrator for policy planning and international aviation. 

"Before making any final decisions, we want to give the public the opportunity to 
review this new noise mitigation proposal. We are also releasing FAA's analysis of an 
over-the-ocean routing proposal submitted by the ew Jersey citizens group" Valentine 
said. 

The noise mitigation proposal, the analysis of an over-the-ocean routing proposal 
and spe ific noise levels for every ew Jersey census block ar all new information 
contained in a "supplemental ' draft environmental impact statement on the xpanded 
East oast Plan E P), which the FAA issued ept. 30. 

- more -
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The Solberg proposal, named for the Solberg navigational aid near Readington, 
N .J ., would make several changes to current routing procedures to reduce noise for 
18,755 Union County residents -- approximately 40 percent of the 45,600 people who 
experienced higher noise levels when the EECP was implemented -- without a 
comparable increase in noise for other residents. There would be no noise effects for 
residents living outside of New Jersey. Continuing most of the current EECP routes and 
procedures would benefit 1.46 million New Jersey residents who would experience 
higher noise levels if the EECP were rolled back. 

The EECP, implemented in 1987, was a comprehensive revision of the air route 
structure and air traffic procedures in 19 states and the District of Columbia to increase 
system efficiency and reduce aircraft delays at New York metropolitan airports. More 
than 6,000 aircraft a day use the metropolitan airspace. Its three major airports, Newark; 
Kennedy and LaGuardia, are located within two minutes flying time of each other. 

Although an alternative similar to the NJCAAN proposal was dismissed as not 
operationally feasible in the draft EIS issued last year, the FAA has analyzed the 
NJCAAN proposal in detail because of the extraordinary public interest in it and the use 
of federal funds to prepare the NJCAAN comments. Now, the FAA is asking for public 
comment on its analysis of the proposal. . 

The NJCAAN proposal would move the majority of Newark traffic over Raritan 
Bay, across the Sandy Hook National Recreation Area, and over the Atlantic Ocean 
southward along the New Jersey coast. These route changes would effectively result in all 
Newark departures avoiding flying over the western half of Essex, Union and Middlesex 
counties and all counties to the west. 

Operational modeling revealed that the proposal has substantial safety problems 
and appears.not to be operationally feasible because of numerous air traffic conflicts 
throughout the metropolitan area. 

Public comment will be accepted through Nov. 30. Comments on the 
supplemental draft EIS may be hand-delivered or mailed to the Federal Aviation 
Administration, Office of the Chief Counsel, Docket No. 27649, 800 Independence Ave., 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20591. 

### 



Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, ov. I 8, 1994 

CONTACT 
Arlene Salac 
404 305 S100 

Pat Cariseo 
202 267 3333 

AIRLINE FLIGHTS STOPPED AFTER FAA INSPECTION 

Leisure Air, a Winston-Salem, NC-based airline, today suspended aH flights following a 
week-long special safety inspection by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). The 
inspection focused on compliance with safety rules governing flight operations and aircraft 
maintenance. 

Leisure Air failed to demonstrate its ability to comply fully with airline safety standards 
established by the FAA. The airline will not be permitted to resume flights until it has 
satisfied the FAA that it meets these high safety standards. The FAA will closely monitor 
the airline' s efforts to bring its operations into compliance with regulations. 

"While we recognize this action will inconvenience some passengers, safety of the 
traveling public is paramount," said Anthony J. Broderick, associate administrator for 
regulation and certification. 

Leisure Air holds FAA operating authority as both a scheduled and charter operator. The 
carrier operated scheduled flights between Atlanta, Ga; Orlando, FL; West Palm Beach, 
FL; Los Angeles, CA; Boston, MA and Hartford,CT. The airline also operates charter 
service to the Caribbean, Mexico and Hawaii. The carrier had eight aircraft in its fleet 
including five Airbus A320s, one Boeing 757 and two McDonnell-Douglas DC-10 
aircraft . 

Passengers booked on Leisure Air should contact the airline for further information. 

### 



National TransportatiQn Safety Board (NTSB) Report On 
December 15, 1993 accident in Santa Ana, Calif. 

• November 21, 1994 

• The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) have worked together for nearly two decades to collect data 
and study information regarding the effects of wake turbulence on aircraft. Initiated 
in 1976, these efforts have included sensor technology, wake vortex prediction 
techniques, and hazard modeling technology. 

• On December 22, 1993, seven days after the accident, FAA Administrator David R. 
Hinson sent a letter to all pilots urging them to re-associate themselves with 
information available regarding wake vortex. Long before the National 
Transportation Safety Board determined the cause of the accident, the letter outlined 

. measures the agency was taking to reduce accidents or incidents involving aircraft 
following a Boeing 757 and the issuance of air traffic control "Wake Turbulence 
Caution Advisories" to all aircraft following the Boeing-757 under Visual Flight 
Rules. 

• On May 20, 1994, the FAA fully responded to the NTSB recommendation A-94-42 
issued on March 2, 1994. The responses included an interim ruling to increase 
separation by one mile for small and large aircraft following the Boeing 757. 

• On June 10, 1994, Secretary of Transportation Federico Pefia and Hinson directed a 
review ofF AA's actions regarding wake turbulence associated with the Boeing 757. 

• On July 26, 1994, the agency completed !'1 vigorous examination of the wake 
turbulence program to ensure the safety of the flying public. Less than 48 hours later 
Hinson initiated the following actions: 

1. Selection of Dr. George L. Donohue to oversee all acquisition, 
research and systems development at the agency to effectively 
integrate major line functions at the FAA. 

2. Commissioning of an integrated data analysis center to improve the 
flow of information on aviation safety. 

3. Increased dissemination of information on wake vortex activities to the 
pilot community by FAA's Flight Standards and Aviation Safety 
offices. Activities include direct contact with the general aviation 
community, executive level dialogues with industry, and establishment 
of a process to ensure emerging safety issues are addressed promptly 
and effectively. 

4. Continuation and creation of management teams and advisory 
committees to allow safety issues to emerge and be resolved. 

._ 
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5. A requirement by FAA's office of Regulation And Certification of 
manufacturers to include information on wake vortex recognition and 
avoidance in aircraft operation manuals. 

6. A concrete plan to address the wake vortex weight classification 
issues. 

7. A complete review of the FAA's Office of Aviation Safety to define 
management responsibility, accountability and appropriate priorities. 

• F AA's highest priority is safety. 

### 

FAA Public Affairs 
Phone: 202-267-5821 

._ 
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Washington, D.C. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Friday, ovember 25, 1994 

Contact: Arlene Salac ( 404) 305-5100 
Pat Cariseo (202) 267-8521 

FAA PERMITS LEISURE AIR TO RESUME AIRLINE 
OPERATIONS WITH PARED-DOWN FLEET 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) today said it has allowed Leisure Air 

to resume airline passenger operations with a pared-down fleet and emphasized that it 

will closely monitor the Winston- alem C-based carrier to ensure full compliance with 

·-• aviation safety regulations. 

Leisure Air,_a charter and scheduled carrier suspended all operations on Friday 
ov. 18, after it failed to demonstrate compliance with regulations following a week-long 

FAA safety inspection. Since then, an FAA inspection team has been working every day 
with the airline and determined that it can now fly four aircraft. As of yesterday Leisure 
Air was permitted by the AA to operate four Airbus ·A-320 aircraft, half of its previous 
fleet of five A-320s, two DC-l0s and a Boeing 757. 

' eisure Air made a number of essential changes and showed the FAA that it is 
now in compliance with management maintenance operations and record-keeping 
regulations on four Airbus aircraft. Only then did we make the decision to allow them to 
resume passenger operations," said Anthony J. Broderick, FAA's Associate • 
Administrator for Regulation and ertification. " he FAA takes its mission of ensuring 
the safety of the flying public most seriously and will continue to closely monitor Leisure 
Air." 

Just before Leisure Air suspended operations the FAA completed a special safety 
inspection that found major discrepancies in the airline's management administration 
maintenance and flight operation areas and record keeping. 

Leisure holds FAA operating authority as both a scheduled and charter operator. 
The airline operates scheduled flights between Atlanta, GA Orlando, FL; West Palm 
Beach FL; Los Angeles CA, Boston, MA and Hartford CT. They also operate charter 
service to the Caribbean, Mexico and Hawaii. 

### 
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Washington, D.C. 

FAA STATEMENT ON B737 CERTIFICATION REVIEW 

November 28, 1994 Contact: Drucella Andersen 
Tel., 202-267-3883 

- FAA has undertaken a special design review (Critical Design Review--CDR) of the 
flight control systems on the Boeing 737 (includes all models: B737-
100/200/300/400/500.) 

- The initial review will be on the rudder control system; however, all flight control 
systems will be reviewed, i.e., rudder (yaw damper), ailerons, elevators, stabilizer, 
spoilers, and speed brakes. 

- The FAA has formed a team to conduct the review. This team consists of 
representatives from the Department of Defense (U.S.A.F.), Transport Canada (Canada' s 
aviation authority); National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB), and FAA officials. 

- The team officially started on October 25, 1994. These types of reviews are not 
uncommon. An example of a previous CDR is the review of the DC- IO after the Sioux 
City accident. 

- The CDR is not a part of any NTSB accident investigation involving the B737. 
However, a representative from the NTSB is a member of the team. 

- The objective of the review is to identify design issues to detennine if there any areas 
that need change. The team will review basic design data, design philosophy, design 
requirements, airworthiness directives, service bulletins, service difficulty reports (SDR's), 
and any other information related to the B737 flight control systems. The team is 
permitted to do its own testing of systems and components, should such be necessary. 

- Based on the results of the review, the team can make recommendations for changes. 
The FAA will take appropriate action based on any recommendations. 

- Because the NTSB has not yet determined the cause of the crash ofUSAir flight 427 
near Pittsburgh, Pa., the FAA cannot comment on specifics regarding the accident 
investigation. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Wednesday, November 30, 1994 

Contact: Liz Neblett 
(202) 267-8521 

Statement on ATR 

' 
The Federal Aviation Administration continues to place the highest priority on its 

work with the National Transportation Safety Board and the French government 
certification authority to support the investigation of the ATR-72 crash in Roselawn, Ind., 

:.., on October 31. Teams of experts from the FAA, the NTSB and the manufacturer are 
analyzing data and performing additional tests to examine all possible causes of the 
accident. 

The FAA has taken strong action to ensure that every precaution is being taken in 
ATR flights today. The agency will not" hesitate to modify these precautionary measures 
as additional facts develop. Under FAA direction, flight procedures have been modified, 
and air traffic control and flight dispatch procedures have been changed to minimize the 
likelihood of in-flight ice encounters. The agency has taken these precautionary measures 
even though icing has not been established as the cause of thy accident. 

Some pilots have expressed concern about flying the ATR aircraft until the cause 
of the Roselawn tragedy is identified and corrected. The FAA would not permit continued 
operation of these aircraft if it had reason to believe that the aircraft were unsafe. 
Nevertheless, in accordance with FAA regulations, the pilot in command is responsible for 
and is the final authority as to the safety of any flight. We expect pilots to exercise that 
responsibility. 

The FAA will continue to work with the NTSB, the French government 
.certification authority, the pilots, the airlines, and the manufacturer to uncover the cause 
of the accident and eliminate it as _quickly as possible. If at any time in this investigation, 
facts arise that require the FAA to modify flight procedures used to ensure flight safety of 
ATR aircraft, the FAA will not hesitate to direct their use. 
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