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MAJOR HIGHWAY STUDIES 
The address prepared by President 

Eisenhower and presented by Vice 
President ixon befor th Confe r­
ence of Governors urging substan­
tial enlargement of the highway 
program has stimulaLed widespread 
discussion, A number of important 
c0111111itte s nd a eu 1es ar II udying 
Lh problem and wLII m k recommen­
dation . 

Th Pre iden has appointed an 
dvisory Committee composed of fiv 

I ading ci izens with experi nee and 
background 1n construe ion, finance, 
labor, and agricuJ tur to con 1der 
various approaches to th problem 
attd to ork in coope rs ion with a 
r.omm1 ttee of t.a te Gov rn ors who a r 
also studying the matt r. Th Pre -
1dent's dvisory Committee is headed 
by Gen, Lucius O. Clay {retu d). 
The committee held hearing in Wa h­
in i;tton on October 7 and 8 at which 
representatives ot 19 n Lionel or­
ganizations pre nted their view • 

I nterested Federal agencie ar 
r pr sented on an Interdepartmental 
Committee which, under th chairman­
ship of ommissioner du Pont, is 
lending assistance to the above 
groups. 

The President on July 12 created 
a special Cabinet Committee on 
Trenspo~tation Policy and Reorgani­
iation, and appointed the ecretary 
of Commerce as chairman. Other mem­
bers include the ecretary of Oe· 
fense and the D1rector of Defense 
Mobilization. Advisory members are 

Unusual Gravel Source 
Broad ay and 125th treet area 1n 

Manhattan is en approved source o 
run-of-bank gra vel for Federal-aid 
construction of e section of the 
MaJor Deegan Expressway. The mate­
rial excavated for the construction 
of a new Manhattan building was 
found to be an adequate ubstitute 
for he commercially produced run­
of-bank grav l fill normally brought 

o ew York City proJect.s on b t'ges 
from Long Island. 

the cretary of the Treasury, Post­
master General, cretary of gri­
c ulture, .ind the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budge. 

The Conference of Governors, by 
resolution, has asked the Council of 

tate Governments to report on the 
status of tate highway programs, 
This reporl will be submitted t.o 
each Governor, and then will be 
s udied by the executive commi ttee 
of the Governor's Conferenc. A 

peci 1 Road Committee compos d of 
Governor from 8 tats has been ap• 
pointed, and 6 of its members con­
ferred 1th the President on August 
JO. final report to the President 
will be submi ted to all Governors 
for approve l. 

The Commission on Inter go vernmen­
tal Rel 1ons, establi hed by law 
and composed of 25 members appointed 
by the President, has the responsi­
bility of tudy1ng the sph res of 
authority and responsibtlity of fed­
eral and tate Governments. Federal 
aid o the totes and Federal exo­
tion of motor fuels ere expected to 
receive the special attention of 
th1 roup. 

TI1e report of the Bureau to the 
President and to Congress as re­
quired by ection 13 of the federal­
ai~ Highway ct of 1954, will no 
doubt receive serious considera­
tion at the next session of Con­
gress. Progress on this report is 
discussed in another rticle in this 
issue. 

Fund Transfers Approved 
Approval has recently been given 

requests by ebraska, Pennsylvania, 
aad ermont for transfer of federal· 
aid funda from one class to another. 
Authority to approve such transfers, 
when found to be in the public inter­
est, was contained in the 1954 Act, 
ebraska and Pennsylvania transferred 

secondary funds to the primary ap­
portionment; Vermont transferred pri­
mary and urban funds to the secondary 
apportion111 nt. 

October 1954 

Government Insurance 
The Government group life in ur· 

ance plan has been well received by 
employees of Public Roads. To date 
oaly 46 employees eligible !or the 
insurance have declined it by sub­
mitting a .,aiver . Of this 11umber, 14 
are Iroa, the Washington office and 32 
from field offic@s . 

[n the future, it 1s required that 
the waiver form 53 be submitted in 
triplicate inst ad of the one copy 
heretofore accepted. 

nder tl1e f deral Employees' Group 
Life Insurance Act, sny group insur­
ance hich becomes payable after the 
dest.h of the insured will be payable 
to the first penon or penion l i t.ed 
below who are alive on the date title 
to the payment arises: 

1. Wido or •id011Jer. 
2. U neither of the above, to the 

child or children in equal shares, 
it.h th share of any deceased child 

dis ribuled among the descendants of 
th t chi Id. 

3. If uone of the above, o the 
par nts in equal shares, or the en­
tire amount to the surviving parent . 

4, If none of the a hove, to th 
duly appointed legal representative 
of th estate o the inured, or if 
there be none, to the person or per­
sons determined to be entitled there­
to under the laws of the domicile of 
the insured. 

It is not necessary for the in­
sured to designate a benefici ry un­
less he wishes to name s011e person or 
persons not. rncluded above, or ishes 
to provide for a different order of 
precedence. 

In such cases, the employee should 
execute Standard Form 54 in duplicate 
and send it to the Personnel and 
Training Office in Washington. The 
dupl ice te wi 11 be noted and re turned 
as evidence that the ori~inal h s 
been received and filed, Employees 
•ho have already sent in a memorandum 
showinR change of b neficiery should 
no• submit Standard Form 54. In­
structions for filling out tandard 
Form 54 appear on the back of the 
form. 



In-Service Training 
The Burea u'a i n-service training 

progr a m for the fiscal year 1~55 
again includes severu.l items for spe· 
cial be nefit to field personnel. 
Several schools to be held in the 
field will involve par icipat1on by 
State highway department personnel. 
The followi11g is the schedule in 
brief for field per onnel: 

Aerial surv ying school, n1ver­
aity of ashington, e ttle, ept. 
7-20, for about 35 Bureau and . ta e 
personnel. 

Highway capacity school, 0 nver, 
Colo . , Oct, 11-15, for about 25 Bu­
reau and tate personnel from Divi­
sion 9 , 

Highway capacity school, Portland, 
Or g., Oct, 18-22, for about 25 Bu­
reau and tate personnel from Oivi• 
sion 13. 

Aerial surveyinl( 8chool, Wash. 
D. C., for two engineers from each 
field dinsion, ov, 2Q-Oec, 17. 

Urban design and traffic cont.rol 
school , Portland, Oreg., Dec. 6-10, 
for about 25 Bureau, taLe, and c ity 
personnel from Division 8 . 

erial surveying school 1n Idaho, 
J an. 24-F b. 5, for about 30 Bureau 
and t te personnel. 

Junior ng1neer 1ndoctrin t "on 
course, Wash. D. C., J n. 31-Feb. ll . 

Adminis rative management course, 
Washin ton, O. C., Feb, 14-18, for 
one person from each field divi ion 
office nd, 1f desired, one from each 
district 0Hit1e, 

Junior engineer Wash1n ton office 
operations cours , Mar. 14-June 3. 

~ter1als conference, Oenver, 
Colo , , pr. 4- 8, for Di vision 9 •nd . 
State personnel. 

Con t inued on p . 8 1 col , 

YOUR BUREAU 
Eve n among employees who have 

worked many years fo r the Bureau, 
few ha ve a de{ini e idea of the num­
ber of people employed by ou r organ­
ization, 

Altogether there are 3,613 per­
son s employed, of which 950 work in . 
the Washing t on area, 2 , 373 a r e sta­
t ioned elsewhere i n the continental 
Un i t ed t a tes, 146 r e assigned to 

. . territo r ies and possessions, 
and 144 a re on duty in foreisn oun­
tr ies. 

To gi ve an indication of the s 1 • 
ary range of our emp l oyees, a chart 
showing distribution by gr ades ap• 
pears on this page. The re re 2,653 
employees 1n grades G l to 16, 98 

soo 
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T, 
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100 

employees in CPC grades, and 862 in 
an unclassified status. any of th 
lat e r group are employed on sea­
sonal ba is in the field offices of 
this country and abroad . 

As is apparent in the ch rt, the 
grades G -8 and 10 are seldom used 
in the successive steps between G - 7 
and 11. 

The number of permanent employees 
of the Bure u as reduced during 
fi eel year 1954 by 128, and there 
were 76 fewer temporary employee . 
The gre tr p rt of this reduction 
was the result of normal attrition 
(deaths. retirements. and resign -
tions). 
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AWUEL R. LBEIIT, high•ay bridge 
engineer, has be en tra flS [er r,.d to 
the Kentucky District Office after 
completing a :!-year tour as district 
bridge engineer in th Puerto Rtco 
istr icl. Office. Mr . lber has been 

with the Bureau Slnce 1936, excepl 
for a brief period of mdi tary serv­
ice with the nny during orld 
War IL 

l.ARIIY IV!:: , aasiitn d Lo the 
Phoenix District Offic on June 14, 
was honored by the ritona chapt r 
of th meri can ocie y of Civil En­
gin ers by being sele ted 08 the out­
standing m mber of the 1951 niver• 
sity of Ari1on gradu in~ rlass of 
civil n 111eers, Mr. Biven has 

1nce been pl c d on ac ive duty with 
the 

GU: E. 1:3ROKKE, formerly in he 
Bismarck Oistrict Offi ce, has re• 
turned to the Bureau to work in th 
High ay Transpo rt Research Branch 

ter 3 1/ 2- ar absenc; serv1n~ 
I 1/ 2 yf!ers in the .. . , vy during 

he Kore n ac tivity, and lmn t 2 
yea rs i th lurnppen, Ti ppe t , bbe t, 
and McCarthy, con ulting engineers. 
While with th engineerin~ firm, he 
was resident engineer developing a 
report for establishing a fr e,,ay and 
arterial s re t plan for the Cleve• 
land metropolitan area, 

A. K, t:ELEY and TOM BRO were 
recent.ly transferred to th Mont.ana 
OisLri c L Offi c efter 5 years of 
service in the Ala ka District. r. 
eeley, who on1unally Joined the Bu­

reau in ontana in 1Q24, erved a11 
district con tructioo engineer in the 

ew rd are . Mr. Bro n began his 
employment. •1th the Bureau o Public 
Roads in 1931 in he Port.Ind Dia• 
trict Office. Hi Feder l service 
includ s sever I yeera with the Bu· 
reau of Reel mation in Or gon . r. 
Brown's work in Alaska was in the 
Juneau rea . 

IIELE K. CLAR~ re ently Joined the 
staff of the V1rginia 01s rict Of­
fice. Mu. Cl rk omes to the Bureau 
from the at.ional Park . rv1ce . 

II. L. fRlt:L , maintenance engineer 
for Dins1on 2, 1s assisting th 
Pennsylv nia District Offi ce for a 
period o( several months . Mr. Friel 
will help h ndle the many complex 
highway problems of the Pittsburgh 
ur ban area and surrounding counties. 

4.ALCOLM L. GORDO , form r dist.net 
materials eng1neer in ,Juneau, la ska , 
has ueen rans ( rred o the yomin 8 
District Office to fill the posit i on 
o r materiwls nd offi e engineer . 

ince bee 1n an employee of the 
reau on the ~la k lligl~a y in 1942, 
Mr. Gordon has al o ha as 1gnments 

on 1 n ue on p . 7 , c o I . L 

Progress on Reports to Congress 
EC TIO 11 o( the Federal-aid 

Highway Act of 1954 requ1.res the De ­
pa r tment of Commerce to undertake a 
comprehensive study of the public 
utility relocation problem. This 
study hes been as.signed to the Re-
ear h Division of the Bureau of 

Public Roads. advisory coromittee 
ha been d~signated within th Bu­
reau, with representation from all 
the aJor divisions, 

The study 111 concern itself 
1th problems posed by the necess ry 

relot 10n and r construction of 
public utility facilities r ul ing 
from high ay cons ruction. Data 
upon which this tud will be based 
are being ssembled by he utilities 
involved, by hes veral tate high­
way departments, and by the Aureau . 
A spec1el meeting att nded by repre• 
sentatives of all t.he tllaJ Or u ili· 
ti es in the n 1 t.ed u te was h l d 
on u gust 2 0 in e h 1 n g on o I a y 
th ground or for ooperat1on w 1 h 
th utilities nd to obto1n a re -
ment on n approprlate qu s t1on­
na1re. Consultal1ons have al o been 
held 1th official of the Amer i can 

soc1a ion of tete High ay Offi­
cials, with rndi vidual tate highway 
off1cials. and with our own Division 
and Oi tnct offices. 

The investiga ion will involve 
the assf!mbly and analysis of a con­
siderable body of cost data, legal 
materials, and other information 
that re•eals th xisting relations 
between the tat highway depart· 
ments and the ffected ut1l1t1ea of 
a 11 k1nd.s. 

.ECTIO 12 of the 1954 Act d1• 
rected the ecre ary of Comm rce to 

ubmit to ongress not la er than 
Dec mb r 31, 1954, a uggested dra( 
of bill or bills for a Federal 
Highway Act, which will include such 
provisions of exi ting lows, and 
such changes or new provision& as 
the cretary deems odvisable. Thus 
one high ay la may now b in th 
making. 

More than ISO su~ge lions h ve 
been received by he olicitor Crom 
the Field nd Washing on office of 
the Bureau, 111 re pon:,e to the Com­
mi stoner's request for c o11111ents and 
rec ndatiol\5. 

Commissioner Visits 
South Dakota 

F 1rly t pie I of Comm1asioner 
du Pont' many field trips durin the 
pas t ear and a half was his visit Lo 

he out l, Dako ta Oistri c Office and 
th . tate lhghw y part.men 111 u• 
gu L. He e . pla1ned to . tate h1ghw y 
pe rsonnel the Fede re 1· a 1 d ae condary 

The volume o( comment reflects 
the need for refinement and consoJi• 
dation of presenl ederal-eid laws. 
Everyone who hes occasion to refer 
to Federal-aid le,islation knows how 
difficult i now is to determine 
precisely whaL the la is-wh t pro­
visions are sLi 11 in effec -what 
provisions are obsolete or super• 
seded. s the la now stands, it 
consists of a series of amendments 
and supplements to the original act. 
Many provisions are superseded or no 
longer applicable, but have not ~ n 
expressly r pealed. The draJt no 
111 the making will seek to eliminate 
this confusion, to clarify ambiguous 
provision:,, and to make available a 
readily usable one-package law, mod­
ernized t.o in c lude such new provi­
sions a are d med sou nd and necea• 
sary to ef(icien administr tion. 
It is xp c ted ha the completed 
draf will be of c onsiderable a -
sis tance to the ongress 111 the 

riling of a 11e11r fed ral-a 1d hit,:hway 
law. 

ECT IO 13 of the 1954 ct calls 
for r port on all ph sea of high­
way f1nanc1ng. The cooperation r • 
ceived from . tate high way depart• 
ments in m eting the requirements of 
this study approaches th ult.imate 
in effecti ve fed ral- tote rela­
tions, tate after tete set aside 
its own immedia t e problems and ga ve 
top priority to t.he work . By ep­
tember 22, the Bureau bad received 
highway n eds data for all 48 
taLes, Hawaii, t.he Uutri c t of Co­

lumbi , and Puerto Rico. Divisions 
6, ij, and 9 have the honor of sub­
mit 111g t.he fi ra l ·completed cost es-

im tes for each tote 1n their Di­
vision. 

Report on the ol l road f esi­
bility phase of the ection 13 study 
have be n recei ved Irom 44 tatea 
as of eptember 24. Pat have been 
furnished for more then 1,000 high­
we se ti ons. The fl ra phase of 
no l y s is - comp u t 1 n g f ea s 1 bi l i t y 

ratio for ea c h section of road way 
based on the e.!ltim ted t r efiic and 
constructiou co L figures submitted 
b the t tes, is now in progreaa. 

Plans for the preparation of the 
final report are shapin up 111 the 
Washing ton Office, 

road pl an and the benefits thereof. 
At a meeting ith the District Of• 
fice employees, he discussed some of 

he rec n end future changes iu Pub• 
lie RoeJs , p rl1cularly th .IJ'I r ed 
mphasi s on the interst.ate ys tem, 

"!rs. i gurd Ander n, wife o f ·ooth 
Dakota's Go,ernor , en ert111neJ 
r. du Ponl al. an rnformal c offee 

party Ltended by wives o{ the Bu ­
reau's lh.strict eniployee . 

Combined Charities Campaign 
In order to r educe he frequen t 

appeals to employees fo r va r iou s 
ha r , able contributions, the Depart ­

ment of Commerce has es t ablished a 
one-package combin ed charities cam­
paign in the Washi ngton area for the 
1954-55 season. This sing l e d r i ve 
for funds wil l be con ducted during 
October. Collection of pledg a ill 
begin in ovember and may be ext nded 
over R pay pe r iods . 

A combined charitie committee 
repres nting each of the Department' s 
primary unit, has been s tabli shed to 
administer the program. The conTJ>i • 
tee ill be ass i s ed by a campaign 
director and keym n frOOJ each bureau, 
Under ~ecretary Wal er William is 
Departmen chairman. Geor e O. 
Potterton is campaign director for 
the Bureau, and Robl y Win fr y is 
commi t e member for Public Roads. 

The charitabl and welfare organ­
ize ti on to be included wi 11 be those 
for which olic 1tation has been au-
horited during the pas 5 yeers . 

F.mployees may designate th cha r ity 
or charities to hi ch they desi r to 
rontribute. 

Th1a program should provide many 
advantages to you, to the Government, 
and to the charities conce r ned . 
Everybody b nefits if you participate 
to he best of your sbdi ty. 

Cost Comparison Study 
The analysis of orth Ca r olina 

contract and force account const rue• 
Lion coats nea r ed c0111p le t1on du ring 
September. The purpo e of this 
study • s o provide basic cost data 
for aid in comparing the relative 
ad van tages of the two methods. Work 
on the report has heen under • ey 111 

I.he Production Cost it of the i­
uanci I and dministrative Research 
Branch since eptember 1953. Bee use 
of the confidential nature o{ much 
of 1.he data, no decision hes yet en 
rea hed as to the manner of present• 
ing the finel report for general r f­
erence and information 1 purposes. 
Thirty-four Junior engineers partic­
ipated at various times in the field 
and preliminary summary ork. 

Motor-Vehicle Use Report 
Information from moLor-v h1cle-use 

studies 10 6 . tates has been consol i­
d a ted nd assembled hy the Oi vision 
of Re11t!'.1rch. imilor studies ere in 
pro r ss in 15 ot.her ates. Chara -
t.•ri s t,cs of otor veh1cle., motor• 
v h1cle operat.ora, travel Lo and from 
• rk, di tr 11,u 10n of a 11 kinds of 
1.ra vc l, l rtp length , a11d purpose of 
trevel are among the subJe u devel­
op d. prisons are elso made with 
other arl1er ,tud1es. 
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Red Stop Sign Approved 
Upon approval of i ts member or gan­

izations, the Joint Committee on Uni­
form Traffic C:ontrol Devices i s pre­
paring to publish amendments to the 
1948 ManuaJ on Uniform Tra ffic Con­
trol Devices for S treets and High­
ways. T wo of Lhe more important 
changes involve the 3 TOP sign a nd a 
new YIELD RIGHT Of WAY sign. 

1be STOP s i gn, hitherto yellow, 
is now to be red, ri th wl1i te letter­
ing. The YIELD sign is a yellow 
equilateral triangle, one point down­
.ward, wit..h black ietterin11, to be 
used where ri ght of way is to be ac­
corded t.raffic in e ither direction on 
a maJor road, wi thout the inconven· 
ience and delay ca used by a STOP 
; i g n. 

Aerial Surveys 
North Dakota awarded its first 

cont.ract for aerial surveys on June 
25. The conLract provides fo r the 
preparation of a con tour map of an 
areo 2,000 feel wide a long a 6 1/2-
mde sect.io11 of U. S. BS i n North 
Dokotn's Badlands, The Stale ex­
pects Lo realize a savings of sev­
eral thousand dollars hy use of the 
aerial survey method, Of even 
greater signifi cance, in view of the 
Sta Le's shortage of enstneering per ­
sonnel, is the savings in man hou r s 
of engineering skills for other 
needed proJ ec ts. 

~ etir-e111e11t6 

f. W. I\MBOS, field locatrng engi• 
neer 1n 01v1s1011 9, retired 011 August 
13 at Denver. Mr. Ambos had com­
pleted 25 years of federal service, 
21 of which were with Public Roads. 
Prior to his service with the Bu­
reau , he worked for several wester11 
rai lroads as a locating engiueer nnd 
on co11struct1on. Mr. Ambos plans to 
pursue l11s hobby of color photoKt"aphy 
during hi s retirement. 

ROLAND F.. ~NTKONY, bridge enfi· 
neer in the Kentucky Oistricl Office 
since 193!'!, retired in September. 
Wi th lits nulitary service, he has 
completed 21 years with the federa 1 
Government. \Ir. Anthony plans to 
live 111 Bradenton, Fla. 

JULI AN 0' KANE 1)()1\'NF.Y o1 the Physi • 
cal Research Branch retired on Au­
gust 31. Au exper t on the operation 
and maintenance of roadbuildin~ 
equipment, Mr. Downey was selected 
i n 1930 to keep in orJer the power 
shovels and other tools used by tlie 
Bureau 111 bu ilding an access road to 
President Hoover's c amp on the Rapi-
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dan. Later es a l aboratory machinist. 
he helped construct much of the test­
ing equipment used by the Physi cal 
Research Branch. Mr. Downey had com­
pleted 34 years of service with the 
B\Jreau, 

CHARLES M. HARTSOCK retired from 
the North Car olina District Office 111 
June after 23 years of employment 
with Public Roads end additional 
servi ce with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission . He Joined the Bureau in 
1931 at Richmond, Va., and moved to 
the Raleigh Office in l939. There he 
was in charge of the State office, 
and later head oft.he construction 
section Cor the District Office until 
he retired. Mr. Hartsock is o gradu­
ate of Oregon State Col l ege . In ad­
dition to Government service, h1s 
experience included pe riods with the 
Oregon St.ate lligh,.ay Depart.men t, the 
Kansas Stote Highway Commission, as 
well es a number of years as county 
engineer in Kansas. 

\llss KATHLEEN F. SP IGENER , clerk­
t ypist in the Ohision 3 Office, re­
t1 red in August after 26 years of 
Go vernment service, the last 19 of 
which were wit.h the Bureau 1n Mont­
gomery, Ala,, and AtlenLa, Ge. Other 
Government employment 1.ncluded 1 year 
w-i th the War nepa r Lmen t and 6 yea r s 
with the Veterans Administration. 

A. M. SNo•, who for many years 
served thP Bu re au as distnct engi­
neer in Vermont, is retiring on 
November l. Mr. and Mrs. Snow are 
planning to winter in Florida. r e­
turning to Vermont for the summer 
months, 

JESSEE. WILLIAMS, district engi­
neer for Colorado, retired on August 
31 , after 35 years of federal serv ­
ice. Mr. Williams graduated f r om 
Col orado Agricultural and Mechanical 
College. He spent 2 years 1111 th t.he 
U. S. Reclamation Service and op· 
proximately 2 years with the State 
Rivers and Water Rupply Commission 
in Melbourne, Australia. Ouring 
Wodd Wor I I he served as a first 
lieutenant in the Corps of Engi­
neers, U. S. Army. 

His employmenL wi.Lh Public Roads, 
begun 111 1924, 1ncluded assignment.s 
in ~olorado, Wyoming, and New Mexico 
011 forest and park lnghway work, as 
well as Federal-aid consLruction 
Mr. W1ll1ams served as district en· 
gineer 1n New Mexico for 2 years, 
followed by 4 years as divis i on e11-
g1neer at Ankara, Turkey, where a 
conplet.e reorgan1zet1011 of Turk1.sh 
roadbu i lding methods was a~com­
p l ished. 

Ia 1953 the Department of Commerce 
awarded h1m its silver medal for out· 
!.landing servic-e, for his work in the 
Jevelopment of tbe highway program iu 
Turkey end for maJor contributions to 
the development of highways in the 
West. 

Mr, Williams ha s accepted a posi• 
tion as adviso r to the Minister of 
Public Works at Bogota, Colombia. 

CRe .,i911ati"H-' 
JOHN A. GRANT, J r., highway engi­

neer in the Virginia Distr i ct Office, 
resi gned September 21 Lo accept em· 
ployment with Michael Baker, Jr ., 
Inc ., consulting engineers. 

MAUDE IIEE , cle rk-typi st f or the 
Hawaii Oia trict Office, res i gned to 
take a position w1.th the local fed­
eral llousing Administration. 

FRANCIS E. JUNIOR, Division 4 de­
s i gn engineer, left. the Bu reau in 
August to take a position with n firm 
of consul ting engineers Mr, Juni or 
came t o Division 4 in 1948 after 
having been w1 th TVA for 12 ~ears as 
p rinC"ipel design engineer. He bed 
also served as regional highway engi­
neer for t he Portland Cement Associa­
tion, and had been with the City 
Planning Commission of Cincinnati, 
Ob10, for approximately 2 1/2 years. 

Mrs. AUDREY W, LITTLE, clerk­
st.enogrepher for Lhe Delaware Dis­
trict Office, resigned in September 
to accept a position witl1 the Dover 
Air force Case. 

FHANK II. VANUl:.BSL ICE, ndm1nis tre­
t i ve assistant in tl,e Delaware Ois­
trict Office, resigned during Septem­
ber Lo accept a position with the 
l)elaware Highway neparLment. Mr. 
Va11dersl1ce came Lo tl,e Dover nis­
trirt Office in 19,i9. 

Library Well Used 

The valua~le service performed by 
the Bureau Libra ry is indicated by 
the 6,145 inquiries received and an­
swered during fiscal year 1954, Many 
of these required extensi ve research. 
In the same period book circulation 
was 12,500 and periodica l circula­
llon 49,000, lt is evident that the 
Library endeavors Lo keep the Bureau 
staff we J I in fornit•d, 

Western Conferences 
Oivis1on and distrLct engineers 

from the JI lestern Stales, Alaska, 
Jlawa.i1., a11d Texas part1cipated in 
lhe 2-day conference at Twin falls, 
l ilaho, '-ept. 14-15. Mutual problems 
of current interest on both Federal­
aid and forest highway work were 
d 1sc11ssed. r.. n. Cu rt.iss, depu ly 
comm1ss1011er, contribut.ed important 
advice, especially r elating ~o pres­
ent WashinMton Office policy. \lost 
of the parLicipants then traveled to 
Sun Volley, Jdoho, Lo at.tend t.he an­
nua I conference of the ll'est.t:rn Asso­
c1BL1on of State 11.ighway Officials, 
',epL. 16- 18. 

Awards 
Suggestion awards have been made 

to the following employees: 
Mrs , ]RENE H. CONDER (Wash., 

D. C.) cle rk -s tenog rapher in the 
Office Services Branch, for her sug­
gestion that the teletype message 
form be discontinued and that the 
Standard form 14 , including the 
original yellow sheet, be used in 
preparing teletype messages. 

HAR OLD W. GRrffTN , formerly 
in the Division Office at St. Paul , 
for the development of an expiration 
leave calendar made available to all 
Public Roads offi ces by memorandum 
to division engineers May 7, 1953. 
Mr . Griffin is now engaged in pri­
va Le industry in Ely , Minn . 

HAROLD G. WAGNER , mechanic spe­
ciallst in the Division 9 equipment 
shop eL Denver, f or an adJustable 
swivel pr y bar which he designed and 
constructed for removing and replac­
ing shock absorbers on statiou wagons 
and Jeeps. 

c.}o rei9•t o4-.,.,i9He e" 
WINSTON S . DANltL, auditor sta­

tioned 1n San Jose, Coste Rich, on 
Inter-American Highway work , returned 
t o Washington on official business in 
September. 

T. A. J ONES, district engineer for 
Puer to Rico, has been temporarily de­
tailed to represent the Bureau in 
Guatemala. This assignment was the 
result of the reopening of work on 
the Inter-American Highway i n Guate­
mala . 

CLYDE T. JOHNSON, equipment spe­
cialist., and FLEURY E. FOSTER, ware­
houseman, have been reassigned from 
t.he Turkish Division to the Liberian 
Di strict.. Both Mr , J ohnson and Mr , 
Foster are stationed 1n Monrovia. 

TIIOMAS P. REVEL.I SE , highway bridge 
engineer, bas been transferred to the 
San J uan, Puert.o Rico, District Of­
fi ce where he wi ll serve as district 
bridge engineer. During the past 4 
years he was employed as disirict 
bridge engineer in the Florida Dis­
trict Office. Mr . Revelise ser ved 
with the &1reau for a number of years 
in Washington, D. C., Columbia, S.C., 
Manila, P. J ., and Division 3 Lefore 
going to Florida. 

News from Japan 
"Standard Plans for Highway 

Bridge Superstructures," publ i shed 
by the Bureau in 1953, is be ins re­
produced in Japan with titles and 
notes in the Ja panese language. 
Translation is Leing supervised Ly 
Prof. Katsutake Naruse of Ni ppon 
Un iversity. 

9lLHe66eb 

A. H. l3ARKER, Jr., engineering 
aid, who was inJured in an automo­
bile accident in Nebraska last year, 
is improving steadily. He is now 
able to get around in a wheel chair. 
Mr. Barker has been hosp1t.alized at 
the Veterans Administr ation Hospital, 
Grand Island, Nebr. 

EDWIN FRIESE end GEORGE R, HAYES, 
engineers in the Ind i ana District Of­
fice , have been absent from their 
duties due to illness . Mr. Hayes 
w1derwent surgery at Indianapolis end 
is recovering rapidly. Mr, Friese is 
hospitalized at Allentown, Pa., where 
surgery is cont.emplated. Bo t h men 
have been with the Bureau since 1935. 

GEORGE G. HOI.LE'i', landscape archi­
te ct for the Roadside Section, Divi ­
sion of Engineering, returned to work 
during September on a part - time basis 
following an absence since June 
caused by a heart condition. 

NORMAN K. MILLER , iiscal auditor, 
who retired recently from the Divi­
s ion 2 Office because of disability, 
writes that be hopes to visit Hagers­
town the latter part of September. 
His letters indica t e considerable im• 
provement in his condition. 

Miss MABEL NELSON of the Pennsyl ­
van ia District Office entered the 
Harrisburg Hospital during Augus t to 
undergo maJor surgery. She is now 
recovering at her home. 

C. W. PKILLIPS, Chi ef of the Real 
Estate and Ri g,ht-of-Way Branch, Le­
gal Division, is now rec uperating at 
home after being hospitalized for 3 
weeks. He is making fine prog res s 
toward good health. 

OlARLES M. WlLLIAMS , programming 
and planning engineer for the Wyoming 
nistrict Office, underwent surgery 
111 Sep tember for a s pinal i nJur y. 
Mr. Williams i s recovering satisfac­
toril y, but it will take considerable 
time before he c-an resume his duties. 

S. E. SIME , former division design 
engineer in Division 5, who retired 
early this year due to ill health, is 
reported to be progressing nicely. 

NEIL H. WI LSON of the Financial 
and Administrative Research Branch 
has returned t o work after sever al 
months illness. 

O bit uarie6 
Mrs. tluel J. Berg, wife of HERMAN 

I. BERG, died August 15 after a short 
illness . Mr, Berg is assistant con­
struction engineer for Division 6 at 
Fort Worth, and has been with the Bu­
reau since 1931. four children sur ­
vive. 

A. C. RAPELJE, former senior high­
way engineer in the Bureau, died in 

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., on August 26 a t 
the age of 89. From 1919 until his 
retirement in 1936 , Mr . Rapelj e was 
in charge of Federal-aid highway work 
in Pennsylvania . 

R. I::. TRIBOU , District Enginee r 
of the Ma ssachu set.ts District Of­
fice, died suddenly in Boston on Oc­
tober 1 . He had only recently 
returned to work after being con­
fined to his home last May by a 
heart attack. Mr . Tribou, who was 
58 years old, had worked with the 
Bureau since 1921. 

Paul f.. Robinson, son of mainte­
nance engineer (DlY l) E. H. ROB I N­
SON, died as a r~sult of a highway 
a ccident which occur1ed in Au~ust , 
The younger Mr. l~obinson left a wife 
and son. 

The Bureau of PublJC Roads ex­
tends its sympathy to the bereaved 
famHles. 

Foreign Visitors 
The Burea u is providing a train­

ing program for 47 highway engineers 
and administrators from 10 foreign 
countries ( as of Sei, tember 17) . Of 
t11is numbet , 44 were sponsored by 
the foreign Operations Administra­
tion. for the most part, the train­
ing program is arranged on an indi­
vidual bas is , for periods varying 
from 3 months to 1 year, and is ef­
fected through t.he cooperation of 
the State highway departments. 

Included among those studying 
Ame ri can highway methods are 21 
from the Philippines, 9 f r om Yugo­
slavia, and representatives from 
Thailand , Jorden, Egypt, Pakistan, 
Australia, Brazil, Ecuador, and 
Honduras. 

'}ornter €mpl o ~ ee6 

A. V, WILLIAMSON 1s now acting 
meinteuance engineer for the Col­
orado Oepartment of Highways. Prior 
to his retir ement from the 9.Jreau l.ll 
1953, Mr. Williamson was division 
engineer in Turkey, end formerly 
Colorado district engineer. 

A number of [ormer Public Roads 
employees are now working for the 
Idaho Department of Highways~ N. f. 
MCCOY (Western Hq.) , L. J CAUf'IELD 
(Div. 8), L. M. HUGGINS, (Div. 8), 
end J. S . SCOFIELD (Div. 8). Mr. 
McCoy is chief planning officer and 
hi ghway commi ss ion secretary, 
Messrs. C.aufield and Huggins are em­
ployed on a highway needs study, and 
Mr. Scofield is assistant secondary 
roads engineer. 

A. D. TURNAU, who retired from 
the Washington Office this year, is 
now working on a highway .laws proj­
ect for the Highway Research Board. 



. J. (Pop) AR OLD, Public Roads 
engineer who retir~d f~OCII the Okla­
homa District Office 1n 1947, has 
continued his career with profea­
aional work with engineering depart­
ments at. city, county, and ·tat.c 
level 11 well I general ontract-
1ng, ateel and iron worka, nd tele• 
phone service. 

<=?er60Hc:1f., 

MaJor £. C. MU £, Jr., of the 
Louiai na District Office, spent 2 

eeks r 1n1ng the rmy R -
serve F:nginecn ·chno l, Fort Hood, 
Tl'X, 

MaJor L. 0. WA LKER, Virgin ia .D~s• 
t.r1ct. Office, spent 2 weeks tra1n1n 
ith the 274th Engine r Army Reserve 

Training nit. at Fort Belvoir, Va. 

Miss THEflESA DUFFEY, (owa Dis­
trict. Off1ce, becom the bride of 
L. E. Samuel on on ugust 21L r. 
end lrs. amuelson, aft.er a trip 
through the west, will return to 
mes where both will re ume their 

work . 
Mis JULIA ADAM , Iowa D1st.r1ct 

Office, end James . Osle w re mar­
ried on pt mber 4. Mr . and Mrs. 
Dale will live in Hallsboro , 
where Mr. Dale is presently em­
ployed, 

DA IEL H, BRO• . Junior engineer 
assigned to th Oregon Oiat~ict Of­
fice, and Mias edcne lhnce of 
Lebanon, Oreg., were married on July 
3. Mr . and Mr . Brown are present.ly 
making their home in 1cm, but will 
move to W shingLon, D. C., about 

ovember 15 where he will complete 
l,JS training progr11111. 

Proud parents of new offspring 
are the following: 

A. T. SONNENBERG, Financial and 
dmin is tra ti ve Research Br anch: a 

son, James Martin, born in pt.em­
ber. 

. J. COPPAGE, Jr., Chief of the 
Experim ntal Projec • t100, D1v1• 

ion of Engineering: daughter, 
arol n Jean, born pt.Clllber 20. 

C RL A I,. Ch i f o{ th Vehlcl 
Operations . ction, High ay Tr n • 
port. Research Bran h: a aon, Carl, 
.J unior, l;orn uguat 23, 

Recommended Reading 
Employees of Public Roads c~n­

tribute a lorg amount of material 
for r ading by the general publtc. 
Contributions appear in our own re­
ports, papers presented at eting~, 
and in other •ays. The Bureau edi­
tors recom. nd to all authors that 
they read the article "Plain Talk" 
by L, C. Beard, Jr., President of 
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t~e erican Society for Testing 
t rials, 10 the July 1954 usue of 
American Hi h ays , published by the 
AA HO. Or. Beard points out th t 
the engineer often doea no ct his 
idea across to management or the 
public bccau c he has built up a 
vocabulary o complex and full 0£ 
» ibb riah" th the is not under· 
stood. It ia £el t th• of our 
writ.in could be made more clear to 
those out ide of the highway field 
(and i.n it., too). 

Hurricane Carol 
llurric•n .arol, thl' hrst of two 

hurric nes to hit ew England w ith1n 
a period of 12 days, ga ve to ew 
Hampshire Di trict Of!1ce employees 
an anJC1ous afternoon on ugus t 31. 

Robert E. Kirby, highway engi­
neer, and Charles B. Totten, Junior 
engineer, were out on a t•o-d y 

1ntenance inspect.ion tr1~ and h d 
apent the ni ht of ugua 30 in a 
small t n near the Canadian borJer. 
Completcl unaware of the approach 
of Hurricane Carol, Kirby and Totten 
headed for a remote section of the 

tate 1n th White Mounta111 aliooal 
fore t, made their laat inap ct1011 
shortly aft r lunch, an atar ed 
home• rd. 

Driving through heawy rain and 
ruing wind a, they r n into th 
height of the storm by mid- fter ­
noon and found their way blocked by 

£ail n tree. Their road map indi­
ted a pos iblc detour, wh ich h y 

followed for 1 1/2 miles until an­
other indfall blocked their way . 
One possible avenue of escape re­
mained, but fallen tree closed that 
r ute within 2 miles: 

ow the only course open o them 
was to try to rc1110ve the ingle tree 
which blocked their original route, 
but when they got there several D10rc 
tr cs were down. Kirby and Totten 
then found a clearing nd w itcd for 
he storm to abate. 

Following the pl'ak o[ the storm 
several local people arrived to 
cle r the way with a pow r saw, pr­
mitt1ng h travelers to ont1nu on 
to oncord. 

The aa hurricane brou h lu h 
wat r which flood d the ground floor 
of the bu1 lJing 10 which 1.he Rhode 
[ lend Di tr1ct Office 18 loca d. 
It wa sev rQl days before light, 
telephone, and elev tor acrv1ccs 
• re restored. I hou h Rhode Ia­
land suffer d heavy loss durmg the 
recent hurricanes and floods, the 
damage Lo edcral•aid roads and 
bridges wos comparatively small, 
There ere several instances of dam­
age o pr OJ c ts under cons truc- 1 on 
due lo the heavy rains, hut. the in­
crease 10 cost occasioned h the 
damage can be taken care of by 1111nor 
overruna in exiating bid ite 

New Publications 
A ne• book I Policy on Coe etric 

Design of Aurel llighway " h JU&t 
been published b the 110. T~1 
publication supersedes the A soc1a­
tion's "Policies on Geo etric High­
way sign" reprinted in 1950 . . 

Di tr1but.ion of the new public 
Lion h been made o he Waahington 

nd field divi ions. 
The Bure o does not receive pub­

lications in quan ity from th AA. HO 
free of charg , nd 10 purchaa1ng 
thee booka (or any oth r) 1t 1s 
required by the Gcn_eral c ountin 
Office th t c certify the purch ae 
i necessary for th conduc of our 
or . For this reason, and bee use 

of the expen e 1nvolYed, c can 
undertake only to make an equitable 
di tr1bution of a reasonable quan· 
l l ty. 

for the same reasons , we cannot 
supply copiea for the Late high ay 
dep rtments, a baa been ugge ted 
by one or two of our district of­
fices. The tates, as member of 
the HO, receive a l1mi ed num­
ber of free copies of each n w Aa· 
sociation publication. 

Important chan •a 1n th design 
of traffic signs nd other control 
devices have been rprovcd by th 

m rican ociation of tate lligh-
way Officials, th ln 1.itutc of 
Traffic Engineer , aod h at1onal 
Committee on niformTr Hie La 
and Ordinances as rcv1s1ona of the 
"Manual on ~i{orm Traffi Control 
Devices 11 

The official text of all he p­
proved revisions will be ava1labl 
in printed form before the end of 
the year. . 

Two principal ch~ngcs affecting 
traffic aigns are es follows: 

A red stop sign, with white let­
tering, and with at lea L the let­
terin rcflectori~cd, replaces the 
forme r standard yello sign. o 
contrasting panels or supplementary 
messages are perm1 ted . . . 

~Yield Right of Way" sign is 
adopted for ua a c rtain 1ntcr-

cct1ona hr a full stop 1a not 
required . Thu is a yel lo equi• 
l teral triangle, i h one point 
down ard. 

Puerto Rico Project 
The Oeportment of Public Worka of 

Puerto Rico rec n ly completed the 
inst l111t1on of traf.£ic signs on all 
route 10 the Federal- id pri-ry 
and econdary sy teas on the island 
The igns ere moatl of the •!ruing 

nd guid classification, all 10 ac­
cord nc wi h the \SIIO standards, 
c cept that word mesa gcs were 10 

panish. 

Legislation 
The Colorado tate Le ialatur 

provided by la that "the Department 
of High a a sh 11, not later than 
December 31, 1953 , promulgate and 
adopt rules and regulation for a 
practical ayste■ of rating roads, 

treets nd highways ba ed on suf­
ficiency rating studiea for he sy -
tem under its specific Jurisdic­
ti " 

Thia law further provide that. 
the late part.m nL of Highways 
shall ake use of thi suff1c1cnc 
rating y tea 10 est bli h1ng pri• 
orities for coast.ruction on th 

te lb h ay ystc . The stem 
dopted ia baaed upon a strea lined 
uffi iency r ting ethod d~vclopcd 

largely by the Bureau, and field 
tested by Colorado and Bur~au offi­
cials in that tatc from 1948 
through the present time. 

The Louisiana Le ialature pa sed 
a ne right-of- ay expropriation act 
that provides an additional m thod 
by which the De par tmen t of Iii h 11 

■ay expropriate property for highwa 
purpo cs prior to Judg ent in the 
court b a declaration of taking. 
The act al o provides ~~thod for 
deter ining JU t comp nsat1on for 
the property. 

ff no buildings arc within the 
right-of-way the atate can be ivcn 
immediate right -of-entry and po . 
se sion of the proper y upon de­
posit of an estimated Yalue of the 
prop rty. here buildings er in­
volved, the court postpone the 
right-of•entr for a period not to 
e cccd 30 days. 

This new la will be of gr!at 
benefit to the tate in getting 
proJccts under construction. The 
previous alow action in acquiring 
right -of• ay ha delayed numerous 
Federal -aid proJects. 

The Missia ippi Gulf Coast, rap­
idly deYeloping as a booming multi­
•illion dollar tourist bus1ncsa, 
partially ns a result of the r con­
struction of U. . highway 90, a 
Federal- id route hich parallel 

he Gulf of Mexico, r ceivcd n­
ot.her booat from th recent easion 
of the Mis 1asipp1 Legislature. 

The Leg1slativ es ion of 1954 
authori~ de ch of th three cos tal 
coun iea to is ue, through r gular 
elective procedure, bonds in th 
a ount of Sl2 million, "for the pur ­
pose of making improvem nts to th 
roads Jong the ahorclin of s id 
Gulf ... and to connect the hore 
w1 h land area offshore." dd1 -
tional provision was 111&de for each 
coun y to issue 4 million in mort­
gage b nds, if needed. 

The primary purpose of the bond 
issue 1s to provide for the con­
struction of causeway l1nk1ng sev­
eral large nd historical 1 landa 
lyin up to 12 miles offshore. 

Specifications 
The pecificati ns and teri ls 

ect1on (W shin ton, 0. C.) ia cur­
rent! revie ing proposed nc i sue 
of general highwa and bridge speci­
fications for ix tatea. Pennsyl­
vania, Oregon, Florida, Virginia, 

a chuaetts, nd Oclaw r. 
Preliminary Jraft~ of propoacd 

general pecificationa for four ad­
dition J • tat.es ( cbrask , K naa , 

outli r..arolin , oui un ) and the 
01 trict of Columbia are alao under 
rev1c, and cons ructive u geat1on 
arc being m de here ppropriate, 
prior to fin l editing nJ printing. 

The . Lion 18 lso kin prog­
ress in dircct1n and coordinat1ni 
the work of revi 1ng the Bureau' 
FP-41 1n cooper tion with the field 
and Washinton Office division. 

Revi ions of the required con• 
tract provi ion., {or use in direct 
Federal and Fcderol- id highway con­
tracts arc being processed . 

This ct.ion is cooperating ith 
the Construction nagerocnt ction 
in the program of experimentnl hi h-
a feature and proJects in the in­

terest of developing specifications 
tone us~ of terials and equip­
ment . 

Natchez Trace 

Th tchez Trace Parkway is ap-
proximaLely 450 miles long with its 
terminal point ashville, Tenn. 
nd at tchcz, ia 

Gradin on thi edcral proJect 
h s been co pl tcd for 160 miles of 

hich 63 miles hav been p ved . The 
paved oortion of the Park ay is a 
contin uous s retch.in ississippi. 

n additional section of 34 ilea is 
now being pa cd in labama and Tcn ­
nea ee. 

o4.,.,;'JHtt1e11t6 -Con. fr om p. 

s assistant material engineer in 
the Ocnvcr and Philippine Division 
Ofhcea . 

8. H. IIOOTE , appointed rec ntly 
• eng1ncerin aid. wa assigned to 
forest highway work in rkan aa. 

R DOLPH . LEMKE, Junior en i­
nccr, has been s igncd Lo I.he 

rkan a District. Office for th 
Federal• id phaac of the tra1ne 
pro r m. II en tcred the Bureau' a 
training program upon gr dua tion from 
outhwcstern Louisiana Institute in 

1951 . r. Lemke will COl!lplete hi 
tr ining next January and will be 
ready for as 1gnm nt to a regular 
position. 

CLTFFORD . LE I has been made 
Chic r of the Construe ti on end a in-

tenance Section of the Feder 1 
ProJects Branch in the asbington 
Office. 

VA CY H. MIZZELL, bridge engineer , 
has been assigned to the Ohio Dis­
trict Office. Mr. ~i~zell was for­
merly with the Alabamn tate Highway 
Department. 

ED ARD C. MOflO EY, Jr . haa re• 
ported to the Wisconsin District Of­
fice for the lest pha e of his Junior 
engineer training. 

YD EY W. MITH has b en trans­
ferred fr Division 15 to th Dis­
trict of Columbi Diatr1c Office. 
lie has h n i th Div1 100 15 for 3 
years as br1d construe ion ngin er 
on the Baltimore-W shington Pork y. 

WILLIAM 0. FRA ill and ILLIAM 1, 
HEAM from the Ro n okc and r1 rng ton 
01 trict Office~ have transferred to 
the Gatlinburg District Office of 
Oni ion 15. WILLIAM JI. RRITY end 
JOE E. ~OYERS, new emplo ees, have 
also been assi ned to that o!fic. 

FREDERICK B. FR KLI and CURTI 
• KELLEY, former cterans dminis­

trat1an employees, have be n assigned 
to Division 3 et tlanla in cleric 1 
posn1ons. 

JOHN TORRS, of the nivis1on 7 
Office, has been ss i gn d o the 
llowei1 Oist.rict Office. 

WILLIAN . WOOD, former district 
construct lort engineer in laak , waa 
transferred recent.ly to the Portland 
01~is1on ·orf1cc LO ssist in adminis­
tering t.he forest, park, nd other 
Fed r 1 highway programs, 

The following m n Joined the engi­
neering st.a ff of the Floren e, la., 
D,str1c of Division 15: 0 CR G. 
ADAM , Jr. , EDGAR BU HMA , .JO EPH G. 
DEA , ROBERT E. MCCLU G, RY~. 
PO ER . and WILLIA T. GILL, 11 
except Mr. cGill were assigned to 
Eupora, Miss. 

\U CHAEL LASH, Jr. reported for his 
Federal-aid training in the Connecti­
cut District Office during ugus . 

TAMfOflD HN U LER, o r ecent law 
school gr duate, 1s a new temporary 
employee in the Pinanc1al and Admin­
istrative Re carch Branch. He •111 
nss1at •1th c rtain leg 1 aap t of 
the ct1on 11 study. 

Mu HIRLEY GREE PA h s ,101ncd 
the Bureau as• clerk•typ1st in the 
rinanci 1 ond Adrrnni trativ Re• 
car h Hronch. 

M. F. KENT recently Joined the 
s ff of the Financial nd dminis­
trative Research Branch a a trans­
portation economist . He had Just 
returned from a tour of duty with 
the U, . ray in the Inspector Gen­
e~aJ • s Office. r. Kent was fon11crly 
•1th the Bureau's Wcat Virgini Dis­
trict Office. 
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'1'role6..,io•1 al cActiuitie6 
BE J WI COTTRELL, who i cur ­

rently on a temporary assignment in 
Division 8, he been invited to at­
tend the openin o! the road he lo­
cated and superv1aed construction of 
tn Bolivi . lt is understood that 
Mr. Cottrell wdl be the guest of 
the Bolivian Govemm nt. 

RICHARD B. BECHTEL, highway en ­
gin er for the ew Jersey District 
Office, was recently elected presi­
dent oC the Mercer iounty Chapter of 
the ew Jerse . oc1ety of Profes­
sional En 1neers. 

A. H, HARRI O, div1 10n engin er 
in Oiv1 s ion 4, is c hairman of the 
Regional Council off deral 4gen cies 
in Chic go. This or aniiation 1s 
composed of the he J of approxi­
mately 35 federal agencies, and its 
general aim · s lo promote close co­
ordination and integration of fed­
eral activities 1thin the re ion. 

Division Engineer C. F.. WAI and 
Division drainage engineer E. 
OITTBRE ER represented the Depart ­
ment of ommerce at the ground­
bre11k1ng Ct'!remonies of the Interna­
tional Rapids Power Proj ect on both 
sides of he nited tates-Canadian 
bounder . Principal addresses were 
by the Premier of Canada, the Pre­
mier of the Province of 01tario, and 
the Governor of • York who read a 
messa e of congratulations from 
President Eisenh er, 

Complex Interchange 
A tot.al of 26 f'ederal-aid prOJ­

ects over a span of 21 years were 
involv d 111 the development of the 
Kew rdens Interchange, Borough of 

ueens, ew York Ct ty. The hci l-
1 ty, popularly known s the "pret­
zel," is conaid red to b the most 
complicated 1n erchange in exist­
ence . The total construct.ion cost 
since 1933 was 13.6 million, of 
which ederal participation amo1mted 
to S6.6 million . 

The hug volume of traffi c which 
flow s in every direction throu gh 
this interchange is well typified in 
the coun ta ken on unda y, fay 9, 
The t.o ta l amounted LO 195,000 vehi -

les in 24 hours. The 12-hour flow 
on thi day (7 a.m.-7 p.m, ) was 
nearly 124,000 vehicles, with a peak 
hour at a single st tion of 4 , 3 50 
vehicl s . 

Reorganization 
T11e Trun rng and Educa t ion Branch 

a n d the l'e r -o nnel Br a nch ( bo t h 
f orn,erl y l n Lhe n i V IS 10n Of 1nance 
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and anagement) ere consolid ted and 
ransferred to the r.omm1ssiont'!r's of­

fice effective ugust. 23. The new 
unit was des·gna ed s the Personnel 
and Training Office and is in charge 
of Robley infrey, assisted by L. R. 

chureman. The unit 1s under he 
supervision off'. C. Turner in the 

issioner's offic, 
Commissioner du Pont indicated 

that the step was taken to g1ve a 
centraliied po ition to this activity 
consistent wi h the importance he at­
taches to the personn 1 and raining 
functions. 

Oivision 7 has been reorganited 
to make it more effective and effi ­
cient . Under the new plan the Oivi ­

ion Office will control directly 
11 survey, plan , pecification , 

and e timate ork on direct con-
struction projects . The Di rict 
Offices will handle directly all 
construction ork on these proJects 
subsequ ot to the award of contract. 
The latter ill al o ha•e immediate 
sup rvision over direct m intenance 
proJect . To effect this change , 
the following men were transferred 
from th Division Office to the Ois­
trict Offices : 

California : Messrs. T . 1. Roach, 
ssistant district engineer, E. J , 

McCracken and H. F. LaGrone, r a 
engineers, II. T. Gunderson, con­
struction engineer, and J . B. Kiely, 
bridge en ineer. 

llawai i ; Messrs . J. R. Le i , 
bridge engineer, f. G. Schmalz and 
J. torrs, area engineers. 

Mr. James W. Rose was assigned 
to the evade District Office to as­
sist in the review of Federal-aid 
estimates, reports, vouchers, etc. 

In-Service Training- Con. fr o p. 2 
ater1als conference, ashingtoo, 

D. C., pr, 25-11,!ay 6, for 11 111en from 
Division 3. 

On-the-Job training at the ash­
ingLon office for individual field 
men is scheduled as follows: rban 
&11d geometric design ( bout 1 month); 
highway planning and traffic (4-6 

eeks) ; auditing (2-3 weeks); highway 
drainage (6-9 months); aerial survey­
in (3-6 m nths). This individual 
on-the-J ob training at the W shington 
office is provided as a mean~ of 
furth r Jeveloping men in apecialized 
fields. election of individuals 
to receive he training will be made 
on the basis of interest, technical 
qualifications, pres nt position, and 
need in the loc 1 office !or n em­
pl oyee w1th such add1t ' onal training. 

Considerat1on is being given to 
o he r tra inin g nct iv1ti es of s peci a l 
in l rest o We h1n ton of fi ce em­
p loyees. 

Peak Employment 

The Portland Division Office re­
cently reached pe k seasonal employ~ 
men of over 1 , 000 in conducting the 
largest program of work on special 
Federal systems ever handled there. 
About 250 field men employed on 
these Jobs have returned to college, 
which pre ented a serious rec ruit­
ment problem. ReplacemenLa are be­
ing hired through the cooperation of 
the Civil ervice Commission and 
tate employment offices. 

The evade District Office per­
sonnel believe that heir admini -
trative staff is probably the small­
est in the Bureau, and offers the 
following comparison for other dis­
tric s. 

The staff handles all Federal­
eid , forest, perk, Indian service, 
and o her Federal highway work in an 
area of 110,000 square miles. Ex­
penditure for such work rangea from 
S8 to 9 million year. The staI{ 
includes five engineers and one 
full- ime and one part-time stenog• 
rapher. 

Outdoor Storage of Vehicles 
It has been a rather inflexible 

requirement heretofore that govern­
ment automobiles be stored indoors 
while at an established Bureau head­
quarter. Because of a scarcity o! 
storage facilities in Austin, Tex., 
and exorbitant rates asked for the 
indoor storage space, special per­
mission as granted to store govern­
ment sut0111obiles by contract on out­
side lots. 

Bids were taken from parking lot 
owners who h ve lots that are wi hin 
walking distance (5 blocks) of the 
District Office . Invitations are 
worded to require a daily rte bid 
and a monthly rate bid for each ve­
hicle, ith a stipulation that the 
tot l ch rge on a daily basis for 
any month ill not exceed the month­
ly rate. 

OuLdoor contract stor ge W11S 

started last July end wil 1 continu 
until June 1955. As ving of SlOO 
a month ha resulted from this ar­
r ngement. With the mild climate 
at this latitude, no appreciuble 
damage re ults from exposure Lo the 
we ther. 

~ti ce were received aft r this 
publication was sent o th printer 
that Julian O'Kane Downey (Wash., 
D .. ) end Edwin fr1ese (Indiana 
District Office) h d passed sway 
durin g 0c t.ober . Both employees a re 
m ntioneJ i n the for e parL of hia 
i ssue . 
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