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The number of accidents continues to go down a
bit. But the accident rate is going up again.

After a decade of steady improvement, I'm
afraid we may be seeing the beginning of a very
discouraging trend.

The GA rate now exceeds 8 accidents for every
163 thousand flight hours.

And it's nearly twice as high for personal and
recreational flying.

What 1t comes down to is this: we're crashing
more planes than we're replacing.

t's bad enough to lose the planes. But -- the
greatest misfortune of all -- is the needless loss of
iife.

In 1993 -- a year which recorded the fewest
number of fatalities -- there were still, on average,
two deaths a day.



























This meeting showed us that if we -- and by
‘we", I mean "all of us" -- if we wanted to turn GA
around, then we were going to have to get together
and do it.

There was no single solution. There are too
many complex problems for that.

We could watch the situation get worse. Or we
could step in and do something about it. We chose
the latter.

We came away from that meeting with 59
recommendations for breathing life back into GA.
And, as I recall, we accepted all but four.

Today, those recommendations are part of a new
General Aviation Action Plan that lays out -- not just
our goals -- but what we have to do to achieve those
goals. |
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For the first time since the crisis in GA began,
we have a comprehensive, coordinated plan of
action, supported by the entire GA community.

The plan has these five objectives:

-- to improve safety

-- lower the cost of flying

-- develop new R&D products for GA

-- guarantee access to the system, and

-- to provide low cost, user friendly service.

Some of you are probably thinking "OK, you
have a plan. What does that get me?".

The answer is a lot more than you may think.

Our enhanced safety objectives are included in
the plan.
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We're moving fast to clear the way for the use
of GPS on an ever-expanding scale for all phases of
flight.

We've set a firm deadline to approve differential
GPS for Category One approaches and to determine
its feasibility for Category Two and Three
operations.

The first primary GPS procedures for Denton,
Texas, Frederick, Maryland -- and here at
Oshkosh -- should be published very shortly.

Once again, GA will be the first to benefit from
this fast evolving technology.

These are all good efforts. They show that we

still have a lot of 1deas about what can be done to
assure a future for general aviation.
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