





DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20590

Official Business

PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

DOT 518

—
U.S.MAIL
—
















-0- | T .

Next, a 30-second story on a public meeting on traffic
safety.

A variety of subjects in the traffic safety field will
be discussed November 12th through the 14th as the National
Motor Vehicle Safety Advisory Council conducts public meetings
in Washington, D.C. The 22-member group advises the U.S.
Department of Transportation on federal motor vehicle safety
standards, and will hold its meeting at department headquarters.
The council will examine such subjects as: motorcycle helmet
enforcement, child seating systems, school bus crashworthiness,
the performance of energy absorbing steering columns, recently
proposed safety belt reminder systems, and other issues.
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Next, a 30-second story for re]ease on Saturday, November
9, on gaso11ne consumption.- : :

Gasoline consumption figures for August show that motor
gasoline sales continue to decline. The U.S. Department of
Transportation's Federal Highway Administration summarized
reports of gasoline sales from 27 states which show a 1.3
percent decrease in August 1974 from sales reported for August
last year. There was 1 percent decrease in June and .9 percent
in July. Reports are based on state taxation at the wholesale
level -- there are time lags of up to 6 weeks between the
wholesale Tevel and retail sales. .
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This has been the Transportation News Report.
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SECRETARY BRINEGAR: "urban transportation, safety, energy; the
whole arena of transportation problems that
our two countries share. And, I'm hopeful
our parties will promptly get together and
make some progress."

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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The committee further recommended that permanent revolving funds
be established at the state and Tocal levels through vehicle user fees,

such as annual registration fees or special junked vehicle assessment
fees. '

Additionally, the group recommended that if state and local programs
prove to be ineffective, consideration be given to a federal program which
would provide financial incentive to state and Tocal governments to
develop and implement prevention, collection and recycling programs.
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DEPUTY SECRETARY BARNUM: "This fact has led to a growing interest
: in operating subsidies. If transit is

viewed as a public good, then the public -
and not just the users - may need to
contribute to its maintenance. That's
one subject for debate. Another is
whether, if there are subsidies, they
should come from the federal government,
and if so, to how great an extent."

The Deputy Secretary spoke at the Duke Law Forum in Durham, North
Carolina. ' '
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Under new guidelines issued today by the Federal-Aviation Administra-
tion, garbage dumps or sanitary landfills will have to be 10,000 feet
beyond runways of airports which have turbojet air traffic, and 5,000
feet away from those that have piston-engine aircraft.

FAA personnel have been instructed to inform local airport operators
that these dumps and landfills located closer than the prescribed distances
should be closed. The order is intended to minimize hazards which birds
pose to airport flight operations. Where large concentrations of birds
gather, they increase the potential for collisions with aircraft resulting
in damage to critical control surfaces, and possible loss of power to
turbine engines. ’ g :

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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Information on the progress of the program will be placed in the file
at regular intervals. Material submitted to the file will be available
for public inspection and copying, and for responsive comment, in the Office
of the Assistant General Counsel for Regulation, Room 10424 Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C., between the hours of 9:00 a.m.
and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, except for federal holidays.

Proprietary material submitted in confidence which is protected by
law will not be placed in the public file.

Single copies of the report, Potential for Motor Vehicle Fuel Economy
Improvement, may be obtained from the Office of Public Affairs (S-80),
Department of Transportation, Washington, D.C. 20590; telephone: (202) 426-4321.
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the urban areas of the country with

.- the means for meeting one of their

" most pressing-problems. "Both the
House and the Senate are to be commended
for the fine way they have responded
to the urgent appeals by President
Ford and the mayors of the nation's
cities.

"With this legislation now enacted, the
cities can proceed with 1ong-range mass
transit plans. Also, the provision in
this legislation which for the first
time, makes federal funds available to
help defray operating losses gives
assurance to urban commuters that
public transportation can be available
to them at reasonable costs.

"Approval of this 1eg1s1at1on he]ps
"the nation both in its fight against
inflation and in 1ts program to con-
serve vital energy.
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Double-deck buses will be tested in New York and Los Angeles
to see how well they fit into the program of moving people more
efficiently. The vehicles, purchased through funds from an
Urban Mass Transportation Administration demonstrat1on proaect
were discussed by Administrator Frank: Herr1nger

‘ADMINISTRATOR HERRINGER: "It ‘has obv1ous advantages in
' ‘ *“improving productivity, only one
driver for eighty-four seats as
" compared to the present buses -where
you have one driver for some forty
seats. It reduces the number of
vehicles required in the peak hour,
and we can carry. twice as many
’passengers on the same roadspace.

This has been the Transportat1on News Report
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p1ead for a new program. So they now know what
the federal role is -- they can think Tong-term.

--"Second, a part of the money -- about a third --
that will be allocated by formula, can be used
on Tocal option for either capital or as the
mayor needs it, for operational assistance --
for subsidies. So there is now a local decision --
he's got to decide if he's going to put it here,
or if he's go1nq to give up someth1ng

"So that kind of local trade- off, we th1nk, is the
right role to decide how to support the operat1ona1
side. So local flexibility for operational assis-
tance was the key pr1nc1p1e

“The th1rd one is that it strenqthens the planning
process between the governors and the mayors and
the administration. These, I think, are very
fundamental points that will shape for a decade or
more the federal role in mass transit."
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This has been the Transportat1on News Report
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SECRETARY BRINEGAR: -

R

"While this bil1l is only a part of the solution
to the nation's overall mass transit problems,
it should do a great deal to help our ‘cities
improve the quality and quantity of their public
transportation and with this improvement will
come energy savings, a reduction in pollution,
and less urban congestion."
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Nearly $12 billion will be provided for the nation's mass transit
systems over a six-year period through legislation signed today by
President Ford. Transportat1on Secretary Claude Brinegar discussed its

important features:

SECRETARY BRINEGAR:

"First, it is a long-term bill.~- we have lacked
that in the past. The mayors and the governors
and others can now look long-term. You cannot
plan a transit solution to a city if you every
year are having to come down and plead for a new
program. So they now know what the federal role
is. -- they can think long-term.

"Second, a part of the money --. about a third --
that will be allocated by formula, can be used

on local option for either capital or as the mayor
needs it, for operationa] assistance -- for sub-
sidies. So there is now a local decision -- he's
got to decide if he's going to put it here or if
he s going to give up someth1ng

"So that kind of local trade off we think, is the
right role to decide how to support the operational

side. So local flexibility for operational assis-
tance was the key princinle.

"The third one is that it strengthens the planning
process between the governors and the mayors and

- the administration. - These, I think, are very

fundamental points that will shape for a decade or
more the federal role in mass transit."
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This has been the Transportation News Report.
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would be --'let's get the people
= . -of the United States, to recognize
R ~ “that ‘they do not need the very
large engines in cars which they
may be driving primarily in an
urban area'. And of the three
principal strategies for obtaining
this 40% fuel efficiency improve-
ment by 1980, I think the resizing
of the eng1nes in America's
automobiles is the strategy that
~is likely to return ‘the ‘highest
single pay-off."
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After President Ford signed the National Mass Transportation
Assistance Act Tuesday in Washington, U.S. Deputy Secretary of
Transportation John ‘Barnum, attending the White House Conference
on Domestic and Economic Affairs in Minneapolis, explained the
500 mil1lion dollars reserved in the legislation for-helping
smaller communities.

DEPUTY SECRETARY BARNUM: "These funds are to be available
AT : for the mass transit needs of

communities- of 50,000 persons or
less. Now we don't always think
of ¢cities, or towns, or hamlets
even of that size as having mass
transit problems -- and indeed
very few do. But it is also true
that there is much that can be
~done in these smalier towns to
improve mobility -- to make mass
‘transportation, whether it be two
‘or three or four buses, or
improving the existing bus system
by some kind of demand responsive
addition to the existing system,
we can improve mass transportation
in rural areas.”

.The Broadcast News Service.for Friday, Nov. 29, will include
a special report on new "super lights" for the Coast Guard's
search and rescue efforts

Th1s has been the Transportat1on News Report.
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The following consumér.advisory by The U.S. Department of
Transportation's Director of Consumer -Affairs--Ann Uccello
concerns federal flammability requirements. It runs 53 seconds.

MISS UCCELLO:

"Consumers and interested parties are
encouraged to submit comments on a proposal
to amend safety standards on flammability
requirements for occupant compartments of
recreational campers and trailers. The
filing deadline is January 17, 1975, and

the public is urged to respond before that
time. The proposal would amend the Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard to extend burn
resistance regulations to these recreational
vehicles. The current requirements are that
material in occupant compartments can burn
at a rate no faster than four inches per
minute. Interested parties are invited to
direct their comments to: Docket Section,

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,

400 Seventh Street, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20590." ' '

~This has been-the Transportation News Report.

##4



	DOT_News_1974_November_1-21.pdf
	DOT_News_1974_November_21-29.pdf



