








.~ Assistant Secretary of Transportation-Designate Robert Binder
says that direct subsidy to the U.S. international air carriers
should be viewed as a last resort in-resolving their financial problems.
Speaking to a New York audience Thursday night, Mr. Binder said in
the short term, he believed that the carriers can do a lot to
adjust their routes. He also noted that much can be done, with the
carriers and government cooperating, to facilitate an improvement
in revenue through increased rates that could be implemented
this year.

This has been the Transportation News Report.

### 4








https://unarmed.11

~2 -

"In one case, a passenger survived a crash for 30 hours but finally died of
injuries and exposure. . The system, activated by shock forces, emits a
signal to alert search and rescue units and allow them to home in to the
plane. After June 30th, most of the more than 145,000 U.S. registered
aircraft must have an ELT and have it turned on during flight."

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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"Safety experts from the United States and five other nations will
target in on problems posed by the increase of smaller cars on the
highway at the Third International Congress on Automotive Safety. The
meeting is set for July 15 thru 17 in San Francisco. They will examine
the increasing traffic mix of small and Targe cars with special concern
over the reduced protection for occupants in small cars should crashes
occur. The conference will also study the possibility of improving car
designs as a method of reducing pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities, which
last year counted almost 12,000 victims in the U.S."

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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SECRETARY BRINEGAR: '"General aviation I find has reached its
present level of prominence sTowly and
over a long period of time.. As it has
grown in size and complexity, the serviee
provided to it by the FAA  has Tikewise grown.
And now, no matter how you look at it --
and I can tell you, I've looked at it
10 different ways -- there's a serious gap
between the user fees being paid by
general aviation and what the FAA is spending
to provide that service. I'm not proposing
anything abrupt -- in fact, in view of the
uncertainties raised by the recent fuel
problems, I've delayed proposing anything
at all -- but I must say that, in time, we
need to agree on some method for general
aviation to pay a fairer share."

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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SECRETARY BRINEGAR:

"In our National Highway Safety Administration

we have been working very hard to find ways to,
say, reduce our traffic deaths by as much as 25%
over, say, ten years. Well, we've done it in

the first quarter of this year, deaths are running
about a thousand a month less than a year ago.
This is quite remarkable. VYes,I think a good case
can be made for a permanently lowered speed limit,
whether it's exactly 55 ~= Or whether it's

exactly that all over the country I don't know.

We would 1ike to go ahead through this present
piece of legislation, Tet it run its course,
collect our facts, and then see what our position
is beyond that."

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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What does it really cost to own and operate a car? L. L. Liston
of the Federal Highway Administration, discusses the findings contained
in a new publication.

MR. LISTON: "The standard size car, according to our study,
will account for about 15.9 cents per mile including
all costs and taxes. The compact car will be 12.9
cents a mile and the subcompact, 11.2 cents a mile."

Mr. Liston turns to the greatest single cost involved for the
various types of cars.

MR. LISTON: "The single greatest cost for the standard size
automobile is depreciation, as it has been for
the compact and the subcompact. This may come as a
surprise to you, but with the very large increases
in gascline costs in the last few months, the cost
of gasoline has jumped into first place for the

smaller cars."

Directiy relating to the cost factor is the equipment Americans
order on their cars.

Mr. LISTON: "The nationwide sales records of the 1974 model
standard size car and the compact showed that
90 percent had automatic transmissions and radios.
And, 85 percent of the standard cars had air conditioners.
For the subcompacts, the number with power steering
was negligible; 27 percent had air conditioning and
57 percent had automatic transmissions. And, by the
way, 83 percent of them had radios."

The findings, based on conditions in suburban Baltimore, Md.,
are contained in the publication "Cost of Operating An Automobile"
available from the Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department
of Transportation, Washington, D.C.



























Jim McCormick, driver of the unlimited hydroplane, REDMAN,
has joined forces with the Coast Guard to encourage safe boating.
Mindful of more than 1,700 fatalities in boating accidents
during 1973, McCormick made this observation about the Memorial
Day Weekend:

MR. MC CORMICK: "Literally, thousands upon thousands of people
will be taking to the water for fun and games.
Many of them, unfortunately will become involved
in recreational boating accidents. Now, I'm not
going to say 'don't do this and don't do that.'
I will say 'before they go boating, they should
check in with the nearest Coast Guard Auxiliary
Flotilla or Coast Guard Boating Safety Detachment.
The Coast Guard will provide the boaters with the
information they need to boat safely.'"

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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| (The following advisory was used only on the Washington area
Broadcast News 1ines.)

This advisory for newsrooms: The Coast Guard will hold change
of command ceremonies at 11:30 a.m. Friday, May 31, at the Navy Yard
in Washington. Transportation Secretary Brinegar will participate in
the ceremony in which Admiral Siler will relieve Admiral Bender as
Commandant. The ceremonies will be particularly colorful since they
will be on board the cutter Ingham, with the sailing ship Eagle
anchored nearby. That's 11:30 a.m. Friday, May 31.

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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transfer of funds in a 1etter signed by the heads of the two agencies,
Federal Highway Administrator Norbert T. Tiemann and Urban Mass
Transportation Adm1n1strator Frank C. Herringer.

Funds made available for mass transit projects through Interstate
transfers are in addition to the regular Urban Mass Transportation
Administration capital grant program. The Federal share of a sub-
stituted transit project becomes 80 percent, the same as with UMTA
projects.

The decision to request withdrawal of an Interstate System segment
and to replace it with a mass transit project must be made jointly by
the Governor and responsible local officials, and the Federal H1ghway
Administrator must determine that the segment to be w1thdrawn is not
essential to the overall Interstate System.

The proposal also must include assurances that the public mass

transportation system will be fully utilized, and that a toll road will
not be constructed in the withdrawn segment's traffic corridor.
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"This is only the first case.

“Nationally there are at least 20
states which have controversial
Interstate h1ghway projects.
Combined, this is a potential of
about $4.1 billion of transferable
funds available for other trans-
portation projects."

The actuality on safety in a new aerial sport runs 17 seconds
and follows a lead-in:

There's a fast-growing and popular sport known as "hang gliding"
or "sky sailing" which involves the use of a craft similar to a kite --
the operator is suspended below the wing and guides it by shifting his
weight. The Federal Aviation Administration is recommending some
safety standards for those who participate as Larry Youngren, of the
agency, explains: .

MR. YOUNGREN: "We are recommending that operators do not fly
higher than 500 feet above the general terrain...
and that no operation take place within five miles
of the boundary of any airport, in any restricted
or prohibited airspace, or within 100 feet of, or
at any altitude over dwellings or populated areas."

The agency will continue to monitor the sport in order to determ1ne
the need for regulatory action.

This has been the Transportation News Report.
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It is the intention of the task force to develop a government
action program that would generally benefit U.S. flag international
air carriers, scheduled and supplemental. Matters that would
competitively impact on other carriers--such as new route awards--
will not be included in the program.

Among the subjects under discussion are:

1. Revenue increases resulting from the establishment of a
compensatory charter rate floor and a compensatory scheduled rate
structure, both to take effect Tate this year.

2. A program to eliminate the rebating and discounting from
established fares that currently significantly erode carrier
revenues.

3. Load factor increases resulting from capacity reduction
agreements between U.S. carriers and their foreign flag competitors.

4. Programs to increase the use of American flag carriers by
American citizens traveling abroad.

5. Programs to eliminate excessive user charges and discriminatory
practices which burden our international air carriers abroad.

The task force expects to complete the formulation of its action
plan in June. Meanwhile, attenticn is being given to immediate
priority items, including industry consideration of a North Atlantic
scheduled fare increase related to fuel costs which would be
effective July 1.
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The 38 thousand men and women of the U.S. Coast Guard have a
new Commandant. He's Admiral Owen Siler, who was sworn in today by
Transportation Secretary Claude Brinegar during colorful ceremonies
at the Navy Yard in Washington. The 52-year-old Admiral is a Worild
War II veteran who has spent much of his career since the war in
aviation. '

Secretary Brinegar presented the outgoing Commandant, Admiral
Chester Bender, with the Distinguished Service Medal - the highest
peacetime military decoration.

The Coast Guard, a major agency of the Department of Transportation,
is the only military service not a part of the Defense Department.
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This has been the Transportation News Report.
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