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In addition, he has met with representatives of organizations opposed
to the project in the West Papago- Inner Loop corridor.

The Secretary has received written views from interested citizens
and organizations, expressing hoth support for and opposition to the
proposal. He also made a personal inspection of the West Papago-Inner Loop
corridor on Aug. 25, 1978.

Secretary Adams said his approval of the projéct is subject to
compliance with all applicable Federal Highway Administration requirements.
The Arizona Department of Transportation also must agree to certain specific
conditions, including:

# Continued archeological testing of sites affected by construction of
the freeway. If additional testing should lead to discovery of significant
archeological structures, the state will be required to consider possible
route realignment to avoid the sites and to take other measures to
minimize harm to the sites.

® To minimize community disruption and noise, extensive decking will
be constructed over the below ground section of the Inner Loop between
3rd Avenue and 3rd Street. Additional studies will also be undertaken to
identify other sensitive areas adjoining the highway and decking will be
provided in those areas if justified.

@ Exclusive bus and carpool use of one lane of I-10 in each
direction during peak hours, with provision for preferential access and
egress.

@ Consideraton of six-lane (rather than eight) design for the
Inner Loop section.

® Sound-proofing at project expense for Kenilworth school and
similar noise-sensitive public use sites if noise standards would otherwise
be exceeded at those sites.

® Exclusion of heavy duty trucks from a portion of the Inner Loop
between the 19th Avenue interchange and the Buckeye Road interchange,
if necessary to meet the Federal Highway Administration noise standards.

® Re-examination by Arizona DOT and the Federal Highway Administration

of traffic demand and anticipated effects of the proposed interchanges in
order to make a judgement on possible elimination of some of the interchanges.
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About 80 percent of the 1.25 million U,S, firefighters are volunteers
and there are about 27,000 fire departments,

"In general, the fire departments in major cities have sophisticated
equipment and trained personnel to handle most hazardous materials incidents,"
the report said. "The training effort must concentrate on the part-time fire-
fighter who, even though a dedicated volunteer, may not have the time or
resources to devote to lengthy and expensive training."

Adams also asked DOT's Research and Special Programs Administration to
design and publish a more comprehensive hazardous materials emergency action
guide than is currently distributed by DOT.

Last year billions of tons of hazardous materials were shipped by rail,
truck, aircraft, barge and ship in the United States. Accidents related to
these shipments resulted in 31 deaths and approximately 750 injuries, the
task force report said.

"This seemingly good safety record," the report added, "as compared to,
say, automobile-related fatalities, masks the potential for disaster in the
transportation of hazardous materials. The public concern over the possibility
of major hazardous materials accidents is warranted in 1ight of the devasting
effect that a single mishap can produce."

Adams directed the department to take these other actions to complement
a series of recent improvements in the hazardous materials program made during
his administration:

® Establish a standing, top-level DOT committee on hazardous materials
to provide a departmental focal point for the various programs, coordinate
DOT's hazardous materials programs with other federal agencies, and advise
Adams on hazardous materials policies, legislation and problems.

® Establish a centralized system to collect and analyze hazardous
materials information to improve the department's program planning and
analysis.

0 Continue efforts to make the Environmental Protection Agency's 1list
of hazardous wastes and substances and DOT regulations defining hazardous
materials as compatible as practicable.

® Continue accelerated regulatory efforts and studies on the
transportation of liquefied energy gases.

He also directed DOT's General Counsel to determine whether the
department's enforcement of the civil and criminal penalties on hazardous
materials violations is consistent with the nature and seriousness of the
violation, and is assessed equitably by all of the DOT administrations.
Existing information seems to indicate that penalties for the same violations
vary among the DOT administrations, Adams said.

Dr. James Palmer, newly appointed Administrator of the Research and

Special Programs Administration, will chair the committee responsible for
implementing the recommendations.
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The federal funds also were used for improvement of the airport taxiway,
to install lights, other navigational aids and for grooving and marking of the
runway.

A record number of passengers used Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton Airport last
year. The 541,389 passengers who arrived and departed broke the previous mark, set
in 1976, by about 10 percent.

Adams reminded his audience that traffic on the nation's scheduled airlines
for the first eight months of 1978 was up 18 percent cver last year and in August
the rise was 23 percent.

"At this rate, the airline industry mey ring up a billion doliars in earnings
for the year," Adams said. ‘

Discount fares have made air transportation affordable to more people, Adams
noted. "This means more revenue for the airlines and for airport operators."

"It means planes are flying people instead of empty seats, and that's why
the airlines can offer bargain fares. It's a happy circle in which everyone
involved benefits," Adams said.

#i##

e








https://commanc.er












