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In addition, Secretary Adams announced the selection of a
distinguished panel of Philadelphia art experts to choose appropriate
art for Philadelphia's 30th Street Railroad Station. They are:
Suzanne Delehanty, Director of the Institute of Contemporary Art,
University of Pennsylvania; Janet Kardon, Director of Exhibitions,
Philadelphia College of Art, and Anne D'Harnoncourt, Curator of 20th
Century Art, Philadelphia Museum of Art.

Similar councils are being selected for Baltimore and Wilmington.

Standing in the two-story high Main Hall of the imposing old
station, Secretary Adams pointed out the glass domes and skylights
overhead, which had been painted over for World War II blackouts and
now have been restored to their former beauty. "We are commissioning
new stained glass windows in the concourse area to complement the
existing dome," Adams noted.

The Baltimore station, which is one of Amtrak's most heavily
used stations, is on the National Register of Historic Places and is
presently undergoing restoration efforts that include air condition-
ing of its waiting room, refurbishing the terrazzo, marble and mosaic
floors and walls, and installing a new roof.

Speaking of the efforts to improve the Northeast Corridor, Adams
said:

"This Administration is committed to good design in our trans-
portation systems. Our policy is to preserve the charm and the
grandeur of these old stations, while at the same time doing the
remodeling and adding the facilities and comforts needed to make them
useful today and for tomorrow's travelers."

Mrs. Mondale said that historic railroad stations, 1ike the one
in Baltimore, are "an endangered species.” She called the Penn Station
an architectural landmark worthy of preservation and restoration.

"T think if we gave the design arts as much care and attention
as we do the technical arts, people would notice it in their travels
and appreciate the results."

The nationwide arts program being highlighted here represents a
major step toward realizing President Carter's larger plan of making
federal projects compatible with Tocal cultural and historic objectives.

Attending the Baltimore ceremonies were representatives of

Baltimore, Cambridge, Atlanta and Philadelphia art communities as well
as local, transit and government officials.
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General Motors, Ford, Chrysler and Volvo intend to offer airbags
one year before they are required to do so; Volkswagen and General
Motors currently are selling cars with automatic belts; and Ford and
Toyota have announced that they also will offer automatic belts in
advance of the requirement.

A new national survey, conducted in May by Peter D. Hart Research
Associates Inc., found 58 percent of some 2,000 adults interviewed
strongly or moderately supported Adams' decision on automatic restraints
and 25 to 28 percent opposed it.

"Highway safety is of the utmost concern to all Americans. An
effective safety program requires the support and cooperation of the
public and industry. I am encouraged by the support shown by the public
and the conscientious efforts being made by industry to help save lives
and reduce injuries on our nation's roads," Adams said.

Joan Claybrook, Administrator of DOT's National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, said the Hart survey shows that most people think
cars should be built with as many safety features as possible, consider
them an important element in purchasing a car, and generally are
favorable to government auto safety regulation.

The regulation ordered by Secretary Adams requires that automatic
restraints be installed in 1982 model full-size cars, in 1983 inter-
mediate and compact cars, and in 1984 subcompacts.

DOT estimates that 9,000 Tives will be saved and tens of thousands

of serious injuries will be averted each year once automatic restraints
are installed in all cars on the road.

The Hart survey found that:

® Only about a quarter of the population report they use
safety belts all or most of the time. Current safety belts
are perceived as very uncomfortable and difficult to use.

® The public rates airbags above automatic or active belts
for their safety protection, comfort, ease of use, and appearance.

® Airbags are much better known than automatic seat belts.
Nevertheless, the public wants much more information about air-
bags, their operation and dependability, while automatic belts
seem readily understood when they are explained.

@ A majority of Americans strongly oppose laws that would require
safety belt use. Only 21 percent of those surveyed said they
favored federal or state laws requiring the use of belts, with
fines for non-use, while 18 percent said that the idea of such

laws was fair, and 57 percent viewed them as "poor."

® When asked to choose between airbags and automatic belts
the public divides its preference about evenly, with price
being a consideration for fewer than a third of the people
surveyed. There is a definite constituency for each system
with younger people tending to prefer airbags.
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