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The Timken Company was one of the first to introduce roller bearings for railroad cars. 
According to Wikipedia, railroad cars owned and operated by the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railway were among the first to use roller bearings rather than "oil waste journal" 
boxes. Henry Timken, a German immigrant founded the company in 1899.  

The initial applications of roller bearings were on locomotives and passenger cars, but 
Timken heavily promoted the idea of "Roller Freight" as a significant advancement in 
railroading. These ads appeared in the mid-20th century, a time when railroads were 
actively modernizing and seeking ways to improve efficiency and speed.  

Vintage Timken Roller Freight ads are now sought-after collectibles, particularly by those 
interested in railroad history and in advertising memorabilia.  Many collectors have posted 
images of the advertisements on-line  at public sites like EBay as well as others. This 
provided the source the images in this collection, which were all retrieved from the internet 
in the Fall of 2024. 

Even to this day, there is a debate in the literature as to whether friction vs. roller bearing 
cars should be modeled using different Davis equation coefficients. These advertisements 
show that Timken Company certainly believed that their roller bearings would reduce 
rolling resistance as well as provide other benefits such as improved safety. 

This collection of advertisements is offered not only for historical enjoyment, but also to 
document some of the technical claims that were made about roller bearings as of the 
time of their widespread adoption by the North American railroad industry. 
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