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Just as we used to have primarily domestic markets, so also we
used to have a domestic air transport system. Today it is rapidly
becoming international.

National borders really don't mean much any more. People
cross borders and oceans as if they didn't exist. Not only is air
travel becoming more international, but so is aircraft
manufacturing. The day of the international aircraft has arrived.

You've probably heard the old saying that an airplane is a
collection of spare parts flying in close formation. Well today you
could say an airplane is a collection of parts from all over the
world flying in close formation.

In addition, airplanes are being operated on a global basis
too. It's not uncommon for one to be certificated and manufactured
in one country, owned or leased by a company in another country, and
operated and maintained by a company in a third country.

Of course, in that situation, it's nearly impossible for a
single government to monitor effectively the safety of an aircraft's
operations and maintenance.

How can we best monitor the maintenance of such a plane?

How can we assure the operational safety of an aircraft that
is rarely or never flown in American airspace?

And, with ever rising traffic volumes, how can we maintain the
efficiency and safety of the international air traffic control
system?

I believe the best way to do those things -- in fact, the only
practical way -- will be to get greater harmony in the aviation
rules and regulations of the major aviation nations. And I have
made that a primary goal for the FAA,

A year ago, I challenged a joint meeting of the FAA and the
European Airworthiness Authorities to move faster toward commonality
in our rules and regulations. I'm glad to say that I found wide
agreement on the need to do that.

We've been fairly successful in harmonizing our certification
standards. Now we're doing the same thing on the operations side,
where we're zeroing in on the issues related to flight-time
limitations, operational procedures, and operator certification.

In the maintenance area, we're working hard to harmonize the
regulations covering aviation repair stations. But this will
require the negotiation and implementation of extraordinarily
complex agreements —- and it will take time.

I know that many of you are flying U.S. registered aircraft in
other countries, and you are naturally concerned about the
availability of approved maintenance facilities in other countries.
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The future system will give us greater safety, greater
efficiency, greater capacity. It will serve all user needs. It
will accommodate the full range of aircraft. And it will be truly
international.

We're working right now with the other leading aviation
nations and ICAO to create that future system.

As you know, the 24-satellite Global Positioning System will
be in place in a couple of years. It will overcome the limitations
inherent in ground-based navaids, especially over oceans and remote
areas, and give us far more accurate navigational fixes.

We're running an operational test of GPS right now, and early
results show signifcant savings in flight time and fuel costs.
Eventually we're going to use GPS as the foundation for a reliable,
accurate, worldwide ATC system.

We're also currently running an operational test of the
Automatic Dependent Surveillance system -- ADS, for short. Here,
too, the results are very good.

The ADS system uses onboard computers and satellites to relay
accurate and timely position reports from aircraft flying over
oceans and other areas that are not covered by radar. It will give
us a number of operational improvements, including significant
increases in system capacity.

The advanced technology that we're getting -—- on the ground
and in the cockpit -- may someday allow us to hand over more control
to the onboard aircraft systems and to the pilots. We'll be able to
operate with less control from the ground.

I could go on for the rest of the day talking about what we're
doing to build the command and control system we've got to have to— -
meet our future needs.

But I've said enough to show you that we're serious about
building a system that will serve America and the world well into
the next century.

Finally, I want take a moment to talk about what we're doing
to deal with the growing problem of airport traffic restrictions.

One of the major problems facing American aviation -- indeed
aviation in all advanced countries around the world -- is the
problem of aircraft noise. It's an issue that generates a lot of
emotion —- so much so that in many communities it has stopped
airport improvement and expansion. And it has given rise to
operating restrictions at hundreds of airports around the world --
more than 400 in the U.S. alone.

Many of you, I'm sure, have run up against these
restrictions. And I'm sure you don't like them any more than I do.
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