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I want to thank you all for inviting me back .to address
your convention again this year. I guess that means.I. didn't
do too badly last year. Either that or you are just being
polite.

In any event, I'm happy to be here. Getting out and
talking with FAA employees really is the most enjoyable part
of my job as FAA Administrator.

It's also the most educational part of my job. Just
when I think I know everything there is to know about the
agency, you career people teach me something new.

In fact, looking over my speech schedule for the past
several months, I find that I've been quite busy with
employee-related meetings and events. Among the groups I've
addressed were the Professional Airways Systems Specialists,
PASS; the Air Traffic Supervisors Committee, SUPCOM; and the
Air Traffic Procedures Advisory Committee, ATPAC.

I also spoke at the annual employee EEQO Awards ceremony
in Washington; traveled to Gainsville, Florida, for the
dedication of its new Automated Flight Service Station; and
recently honored our 40 year and 35 year employees at a
headquarters ceremony. Incidentally, there was woman in that
group. . ' .

But,it's time well spent. When I came to FAA almost two
years ago, I made internal communications one of my top
management priorities. And, by-that, I mean two-way
communications -- from top to bottom and from bottom to top.

It's something in which I believe very strongly. A
well-informed workforce is just as important as a
well-informed management. They are perhaps the-two greatest
assets any organization can have. Together, they make an
unbeatable team. :
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