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POWDER PUFFERS

BUILD AVIATION SKILLS

Women in aviation are a devoted lot, anxious to
build their skills through training and com-
petition; and FAA is there to assist them.

Jean Schiffmann is a busy lady, with her heart in
aviation. The wife of Charles (Pat) Schiffmann,
general-aviation operations specialist in Western Re-
gion headquarters, and a mother of four, she co-
piloted for Emma McGuire in this year’s Powder
Puff Derby and later took home an Amelia Earhart
Memorial Scholarship from The Ninety-Nines, the
women pilots’ organization.

Her credits in aviation span a generation. She
was one of the first female aircraft communicators
for the old CAA, earned her private license and a
Commercial Pilot Certificate and now is nearly ready
for her Flight Instructor check ride. She has worked
for an FBO and expects to again soon. In her com-
munity, she has worked at trying to introduce avia-
tion education into the public schools and at devel-
oping an aviation day camp for the Girl Scout Ca-
dettes. She has been active with The Ninety-Nines
and the Powder Puff Derby for four years. The
Amelia Earhart award will be used to get her an in-
strument rating.

At the other end of the country, controller Pete
Pellegrino watched Mrs. Schiffmann and 96 other
Powder Puffers descend onto R. J. Miller Airpark in
Toms River, N.J. Pellegrino, of the North Philadel-
phia tower, was sitting in the portable tower at the

Not everyone heeded the nmotices of the temporary tower fre-
quencies posted for the uncontrolled airpark that Jerry Rob-
erts of the Powder Puff Derby points to. Engineer Don Dun-
ning (left) and chief controller Pete Pellegrino watch the
traffic come in after one incident.
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Pilot Jean Schiff mann in a characteristic pose.

normally uncontrolled strip. With him were ATCSs
Robert Bryan, New Castle, N.J.; Charles Guensch,
Reading, Pa. and John Greenwald and William Roe-
der of Atlantic City, N.J. Don Dunning, AFSO act-
ing chief at North Philadelphia, kept the tower in
operating condition, while Bob Leana of the Phil-
adelphia FSS headed up the advisory crew.

The makeshift operation had its problems: like
Dunning’s repeated 45-minute trips into town for
diesel fuel to keep the generator running . . . or the
pilot who hadn’t noticed the temporary tower fre-
quency posted in the Airman’s Information Manual
or at the airpark terminal.

“At the height of the action,” Pellegrino related,
“we had four in the pattern and two Powder Puffers
preparing to make their pass, when an AT-6 flew in
unannounced, cut out two aircraft on final and
started to make touch-and-go’s. When'we collared
him on the ramp, the ladies had some words for him.
He got the message; called on ground control for de-
parture and apologized three times; then called on
local control for takeoff and apologized three more
times.”

Despite the hectic traffic, power failures and IFR
weather closing in, everything went fairly smooth-
ly at the airpark.

Said Jerry Roberts, chairman of the Powder Puff
Derby Terminus, “As a past contestant, I have felt
for a long time that personal contact with the FAA
during the race has promoted good feeling between
general aviation and the government services. The
cooperation of all was commendable, and better than
that was the good nature and humor of all the FAA
people. We'll always be in their debt.”
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