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That lets us invest in the highways and transit systems and intermodal connections we
need, even as we honor our commitments to the balanced budget and to protecting Social
Security, education, and other national priorities.

And TEA-21's investment is balanced equitably between highways and transit, a
commitment to intermodalism and to freight movement which Senator Reed and other members
strongly supported during the debate over reauthorization. An innovative finance program
authored by Senator Chafee will support up to $10 billion of new transportation construction, at a
budgetary cost of just $400 million.

But this historic legislation is about more than money, as important as that is, just as
transportation is about more than concrete, asphalt, and steel. It’s about people, and it’s about
providing them with the opportunity to lead safer, better, more fulfilling lives.

TEA-21 is an important safety bill. It protects Americans’ lives through campaigns to
promote seat belt and child safety seat use, to fight drunk driving, to make highway-rail grade
crossings safer, and to prevent pipeline accidents.

I want to note here Senator Chafee’s sponsorship of the new seat belt incentive program,
which is already bringing dollars to states that have acted to protect their citizens, as well as his
support of a national 0.08 BAC standard for drunk driving, a fight we haven’t given up on.

TEA-21 is also an opportunity bill. It helps those moving from welfare to work, it
preserves a strong Disadvantaged Business Enterprise program, and it maintains protections for
transportation workers.

And TEA-21 is an environmental bill. It strengthens proven strategies to protect public
health and the environment. When Senator Chafee pushed for a strong commitment to the
environment back in ISTEA, it was a major step forward; we’ve seen the significance of that
commitment in the successes we’ve seen during the past six years.

So, when proposing the bill which became TEA-21, President Clinton recognized its
potential for improving our environment by calling it “one of the most important pieces of
environmental legislation that will be considered by the Congress in the next two years.”

Under Senator Chafee’s leadership, that statement has been proven true. TEA-21 builds
on ISTEA’s commitment to the environment. It expands the CMAQ program, which cleans our
air, and creates a program to develop clean, fuel-efficient trucks.

It expands programs which cost little but which have big quality-of-life benefits, such as
transportation and transit enhancements, bicycle and pedestrian projects, scenic byways, and
wildflower plantings.
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And we’re moving ahead in other areas, such as our credit assistance program. We’ve done
a lot of outreach for these new programs, and have received a lot of advice, which we’re sorting
out now. We hope to finish doing that soon, and issue guidance quickly.

Finally, we’re moving ahead with the changes TEA-21 made to make existing programs
work better. For example, we recently issued interim guidance which strengthens the CMAQ

program.

All in all, we have either Federal Register notices, interim final rules, guidance, or fact
sheets out covering every area of our highway, transit, and other surface transportation programs.

We’ll soon streamline our environmental review and planning processes, in order to move
projects ahead faster without compromising the expanded environmental protectxons and
broadened public participation created by ISTEA.

TEA-21 also changed the structure of our research effort, giving greater resources for
highway R&D to state and local agencies and academic researchers. We’re looking forward to
working with you to make the most of these changes, which broaden our research partnership and
put much more decision-making at the state and university levels.

Let me close by saying how pleased we are with our progress on implementing TEA-21.
We’re optimistic that we’ll see implementation of all of TEA-21's programs, as well as timely
distribution of funding, by the first anniversary of President Clinton’s signing it into law.

HHEH##
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*  That was just two decades ago, and it might as well
have been a lifetime ago for the impact those changes
have had on our industries and our lives. We’ll see
similar changes in the future, and we need to be read
for them. |

*  As the Secretary has said, we occupy a unique
vantage point -- we see the entire transportation -
system -- nobody else, no other institution, has the
same perspective.

~* Each of you can make an individual contribution and
together -- at this workshop -- we should capture the
full range of opportunities and threats we can expect
to encounter in the next 20 to 25 years.

*  Secretary Slater has encouraged us to be visionary --
and we’ve accepted his challenge -- now, Mr.
Secretary, we’d appreciate your thoughts on this
project. Mr. Secretary...

(You can stay or return to Room 10234 at 11:40 to hear

the work groups report out their priority Mission Drivers.
You will close the workshop after the work groups finish.)

Vision, draft 2 4 November 27, 1998
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