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governments and that draws on the skills of the private sector, exactly the kind of partnership which you’ve put
together to make this traveler information system possible.

We helped you to develop this traveler information system, and we’re going to do our part in making all
of Operation TimeSaver happen as well.

This spring Secretary Slater joined President Clinton in proposing the National Economic Crossroads
Transportation Efficiency Act.

NEXTEA, as we call it, would reauthorize highway and transit programs which will expire very soon,
including those which fund intelligent transportation systems. NEXTEA would do two big things for intelligent
transportation systems.

First, it would provide nearly $1.3 billion in new federal funds over the next six years to develop and
deploy technologies such as this traveler information system, the technologies which will make Operation
TimeSaver a success.

Second, it would give states and the District unprecedented flexibility to use their existing federal
highway and transit funds to deploy these technologies.

Every dollar in every major NEXTEA program would be usable for these new technologies, so the $1.”
billion in dedicated research and integration funding NEXTEA would authorize is really only the tip of the
iceberg.

Now, there are skeptics out there, those who doubt that these systems will do the job, and think that the
money might be better spent elsewhere.

The traveler information system we’re inaugurating today answers those doubts. It’s a resounding
“yes!” to the idea that advanced technologies can help us to meet our transportation needs, and I hope the
skeptics hear the message we’re sending today.

Under NEXTEA, we’ll work with you to create an integrated, intelligent transportation system, one
which links different jurisdictions, different technologies, and different forms of transportation into a seamless
system that will get people where they want to go when they need to be there. So, the future of transportation in
the Washington region starts here, now, and I’'m proud to be a part of it. Thank you, and, again, congratulations!
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(In his remarks the Deputy Secretary referred to U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater; David
Mitchell, Vice President and General Manager of the Battelle Memorial Institute Transportation Systems
Division; Steve Crosby, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, SmartRoute Systems; Virginia Commonwealth
Transportation Commissioner David R. Gehr; Maryland Transportation Secretary David L. Winstead; and
Acting Director of the District of Columbia Department of Public Works Cell Bernardino.) ;






























2

the transportation community this year. As Senator Kempthorne indicated earlier, we’ve been working close
with Congress to make an on-time reauthortzatlon a reahty

The formal legislative process started in March, when President Clinton announced his proposal for
reauthorization: NEXTEA, the National Economic Crossroads Transportation Efficiency Act. In addition to
NEXTEA, there are several other major plans before Congress: “ISTEA Works,” Step 21, and STARS 2000.
Each of these plans has its virtues, and, within this room, its supporters.

Senator Moynihan’s and Congresswoman Molinari’s “ISTEA Works” bill, as its title indicates, retains the
basic structure of ISTEA, preserving programs which get the job done. It increases the emphasis on sound
planning, and also focuses attention, and resources, on concerns such as environmental protectxon and intermodal
transportation, especially intercity rail.

The Step 21 bill sponsored by Senator Warner in the Senate and Congressman DeLay in the House, like
all of the bills, retains ISTEA’s emphasis on comprehensive planning. Senator Warner’s Step 21 bill also
continues the set-aside for the enhancements program, which is one of our priorities as well. :

And Senator Baucus’s STARS 2000 biIl, although it doesn’t include a CMAQ program, does include an
air quality formula factor and requires the funding of projects to improve air quality in non-attainment areas.

Like NEXTEA, all of the other major bills increase overall investment to greater or lesser degrees and
continue ISTEA’s empbhasis on eligibility for intermodal projects and for environmental projects. And, althov ™
these bills don’t address transit, safety, or research, we’ve heard no opposition from their authors and suppor
to the ISTEA principles whlch increased the federal emphasis in each of these important areas.

Similarly, these bills build on the progress we’ve made in innovative financing and improved federal-state-
local partnerships. Other bills currently in consideration are addressing these matters. -

On close examination, all of these bills draw on the broad principles held in common by transportation
advocates across the political spectrum and across the country. Their commitments to adequate funding,
innovation, intermodalism, greater local authority, more ﬂexxbxhty, less red tape and strong state and local
planning are what that new century demands. .

We believe that NEXTEA, by virtue of its comprehensive approach -- can serve as common ground for
all who are committed to a sound transportation system that can help us to meet the challenges of the new
century. These challenges: growing traffic; inadequate capacity;- bottlenecks and poor connections between
different forms of transportation; and an agmg and deteriorating infrastructure, could threaten our prospenty and

our quality of life. .

ISTEA, as it was enacted in 1991 and espectally as we’ve used it over the past four years gave us tools

to meet these challenges. -

(More)
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However, we fear that people will forget that, will forget how much we in the transportation commu
share. It’s possible that the discussions over reauthorization could deadlock over relatively small differences in
priorities or funding formulas, and that these differences could bring our programs to a halt.

Those of us in Washington well remember the government closing two years ago, and we ho-pe that our
transportation system won’t be similarly shut down because of differences which are small indeed.

So, in the coming weeks, let’s explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those issues which
divide us, and let’s work together, remembering that we share a common commitment to a transportation system
which meets the needs of those we all serve: the American people.

We’re looking forward to hearing your voices in the debate in the days and weeks ahead, reminding us of
the importance of that which we’re working towards. Thank you, and best wishes for a productive conference.

#####

(In his remarks, the Deputy Secretary referred to U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney E. Slater; Idaho
Lieutenant Goverrnor C. L. Otter; WASHTO President and Idaho Secretary of Transportation Dwight M.
Bower; WASHTO conference program chair Vicky Jewell Guerra; U.S. Senator Dirk A. Kempthorne of Idaho;
U.S. Senator Daniel P. Moynihan of New York; Congresswoman Susan Molinari of New York; U.S. Senator

- John W. Warner of Virginia; Congressman Thomas D. DeLay of Texas; U.S. Senator Max Baucus of Montana:)



