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(Introduction to be made by RSPA Administrator Dr. D. K. Sharma)

Thank you, Dr. Sharma. I want to start by bringing you all |

greetings from Secretary Pefia, who couldn't join us today.

As you know, the Secretary is leaving office next month,
and we're going to miss his leadership.

The Department has had many accomplishments during the
Secretary's term in office, but -- as the Secretary himself noted
when he announced his departure -- those successes are made
possible only by the efforts of hundreds and thousands of
people, working in cooperation towards a common goal.

That's certainly true of RSPA. RSPA may be small in
comparison with the FAA or the Coast Guard, but your
achievements during our term have been big.

Today we're going to hear about some of them -- the

success stories you've made possible as you've worked to fulfill
RSPA's missions.
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Each of the Department's operating administrations has its
own missions, and RSPA has three fundamental ones:
advancing research and technology; ensuring the safe and
environmentally-sound movement of people and products; and
supporting emergency preparedness.

Each of these missions is critical to America's prosperity
and well-being, and while all of the DOT agencies support them
to some extent, they're are at the very core of RSPA's purpose.

Your work in research and technology development is vital
in an era when the demands on transportation are greater than
ever -- when Americans expect more than ever.

We want our transportation systems to move us safely --
quickly and conveniently -- and without pollution. And in each
of these areas the level of expectations has risen dramatically
over the past generation.

You're meeting this challenge -- and laying the foundation
for the next generation of transportation systems -- systems that
will be safer, more efficient, and better for the environment than
today's.

Initiatives as diverse as the University Transportation
Centers -- the University Research Institutes -- and this past
October's Transportation Education Conference have furthered
‘the academic community's contribution to our transportation
progress.
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O'Hare International -- already the world's busiest airport --
can't handle this growth alone, even with the improvements
planned for it. Midway is already the second-fastest growmg
airport in the country.

More capacity in the right place is essential if Chicago is
going to make the most of the economic growth this travel
increase is going to bring.

Today, I'm pleased to announce that the federal government
is committing to doing its part in helping you create that

capacity.

We intend to make $138 million available to the City of
Chicago for airfield improvements -- for passenger security
initiatives -- and for better access here at Midway Airport.

These improvements will enable Midway to accommodate
two-thirds more passengers than today -- and to do it
comfortably.

Our commitment includes an initial grant of $14 million to
be made this fiscal year, and an additional $124 million in grants
scheduled out through the multi-year development period.

These grants will form part of a $700 million plan of
improvements developed under Mayor Daley's leadership -- a
plan that will make Midway more efficient well into the 21st
century.
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He's been a strong supporter of passenger rail and we're
going to miss his leadership. But -- as he departs -- he leaves us
a sound legacy. That legacy includes a strengthened
commitment to transportation infrastructure.

Today, I'd like to review two areas of support made
possible by that commitment: our Livable Communities
initiative and our Partnership for Transportation Investment.

Livable Communities has created a new focus for federal
support of transportation while firmly linking transportation to
the communities it serves.

Livable Communities recognizes two fundamental facts:
transportation doesn't solve anything if it doesn't take people
where they want to go -- and development can't achieve its
promise if people can't get there.

Transit systems in places such as San Francisco,
Washington, and -- especially -- Portland, Oregon have been the
tools to shape development and spur land-use patterns that make
sense. Livable Communities is the latest step in this process.

Although the early emphasis has been on transit, it's
equally applicable to intercity rail -- obviously in those cases in
which Amtrak shares a station with a commuter rail or subway
line, but also in those cases in which an Amtrak terminal can
become a major destination in its own right, as is already the
case with Washington's Union Station.
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